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Golden Articlereprinted from Triveni
(Vol.1No.2Apr-Jun. 1937)

The Hindu Art and Architecturein Angkor - |

BY C.JINARAJADASA

"What do they know of Indiawho only India
know?' Thisisthe overwhelming impression
whichremainsinthemind of thelndiantraveller
who contemplates the great ruins of Hindu
architectureat Angkor in Cambodia Something
of thesameimpressonisfet under theinfluence
of thewonderful stupaat Borobudur, in Java.
But thisimpressonwill only behiswho hasfreed
himself from the ordinary boundary lines of
Hindu tradition which thinksof Indiaasonly
Hinduinreigion, and who hasincorporated the
Buddhist stream of spiritual thought asapart of
Indiasgift totheworld. But morethanin Java,
theimpressionisoverwheming at Angkor. The
supendousnatureof thegrest templeat Angkor
isindescribable on paper, and any attempt to
describeitisbound awaysto beafailure.

Theruinsinthe Province of Cambodiaarethe
remainsof agreat epochinIndiancivilisation
of whichlittleisknowninIndia. Thestory has
to be deciphered from the monuments and

Reprinted from Triveni (Vol.1 No.2 Apr-Jun.
1937)
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inscriptionsfound inthem. Thisscholarly work
has been done almost exclusively by French
savants. Most of usin Indiaare scarceaware
of thegreat contribution of French Orientaists
inthedomain of Sanskrit studies. The namesof
Buronuf, Senart, Barth, St. Hilaire. SylvainLevi,
delaVallee, Poussin and others, are scarcely
known, except to the few who specialize in
Sanskrit studies and read French. The
knowledge which we have concerning Hindu
civilisationin Cambodiacomesfrom French
scholars who have steadily worked on the
subject sincethefirst discovery of theruins.
Indeed, but for theinsistence of these French
enthusiagts, theruinsof Angkor would probably
still be lying buried in the jungle. In the
development of theimperidist policy of France,
a clash took place between Indo-China, a
colony of France, and Siam. For aconsiderable
time, Francehad aProtectorateover Sam. This
Protectorateended in 1907, but when thetreaty
wassigned, France arranged to havethat part
of Siamese Cambodia, inwhich aretheruins,
incorporated as a part of French Cambodia.
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Of course this was a piece of imperialistic
robbery at the expense of Siam. But the action
was dueto theinfluence brought to bear upon
the French Colonial Office by the French
orientalists. Itisprobably theonly instance of
imperialistic robbery which has helped the
expansion of cultural ideas. For, had Siam
continued in possession of theruins, they would
probably bedtill covered by thejungle, for Sam
has little interest in ruins, nor has she the
necessary fundsfor their exploration. France,
however, having added to Cambodia this
precious bit of territory, set to work to clear
thejungle, anditisto her Colonial governors,
under theimpetus of French orientalists, that
we have the excellent condition of theruins
today. Roads have been opened to them, and
acurator established. If onecantravel to the
ruins today with convenience, it is because
France has taken apridein Angkor, and has
madeit accessibleto theworld senthusiasts.

Though there are asyet many doubtful points
of history, neverthelessitispossibletogaina
general ideaof what happened, and the story
narrated by the French scholars from the
inscriptionsisbriefly asfollows.

Thereisredly no historica recordwhen Indian
migration first began towards Cambodiaand
Sumatraand Java. It isnot known how many
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waves of migration therewere, nor how many
centuriesbeforethe Christian erathefirst wave
took place. Sofar asthetraditionsgo, thefirst
waveto Cambodiawas about thefirst century
after Christ. A Brahmin, Kaundinyaby name, is
said to havefounded the kingdom of Founanon
the lower reaches of the river Mekong. It
appears, though the point isnot certain, that he
took for wifesomeprincessof theland by nameSoma
FomKaundinyaaroseadynegly of kings Butther higory
disappears till thekingdom of Founanisconquered by
another kingdomfurther north, founded about 400A. D. by
aHindu named Kambu. Hisgreatnessasaruler and
conqueror isatested by thefact that hewascaled Kambu
Svayambhuva, inimitationof thewd| knownnameof the
HinduManu. Itisafter Kambuthet hisdescendantswere
caled Kambuja, the peopleof Kambu. Tradition
saysthat Kambutook for wifetheApsarasMera,
which probably isan euphemisticway of saying
that he took for wife one of the non-Hindu
women of theland. Itisfrom theword Kambuja
that we have themodern word Cambodia

Thefirg really historical indication of therulers
of Cambodia is found in the name Rudra-
Varman. From histimeall the kings have the
designation Varman. Thefollowing list of rulers
isthat foundin Hachette sGuide, which contains
a summary of the work and speculations of
French scholars.
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LEGENDARY PERIOD

100 A.D. Kingdom of Founan; founded by
Kaundinya-Soma

400A.D. Kingdom of Kambujas. founded by
Kambu Svayambhuva-ApsarasMera

PRE-ANGKOR PERIOD
Rudra-Varman.

550 Shresntha- V.|

Bhava-V.1.

Mahendra-V.

610 Ishana-V.

635Bhava- V. 11.

JayaV.

ANGKOR PERIOD

802 Jaya-V. Il. Parameshvara
869 Jaya-V. Il1. Vishnuloka
877 Indra-V. Ishvaraloka

889 Yasho-V. Paramashivaloka

910 Harsha-V. Rudraloka
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928 Ishana- V. |I. Paramarudral oka
JayaV. IV: Paramashivapada

942 Harsha-V. 11. Brahmaloka

944 Rgjendra-V. Shivaloka

968 Jaya-V. V. Paramaviral oka

1001 Udaditya-V. .

1002 Jayavira-V.

Surya V. |. Parama-nirvanapada

1049 Udaditya-V. I1.

1065 Harsha- V. 111. Sadashivapada

1090 Jaya-V. VI. Paramakaivalyapada
1103 Dharanindra-V. |. Paramanishkal apada
1112 Surya- V. I1. Paramavishnuloka

Built Angkor-Vat

1152 Harsha-V. 1 V.

1152 Dharanindra-V. 1. War with Champa

1182 Jaya- Varman VIl. Paramasangata. L ast
great King of Cambodia
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1400 Angkor Thom abandoned to Siamese  vesKi ng of An-nam
conquerars.

Riseof An-nam Entry of France

1642 Cambodia expels Ibrahim, becomes 1907 Cessionof Angkor to Cambodia

vassa of An-nam. ) ) ) )
1909 King Sisowath (Shri Svasti) greets

1774 Pigneau de Behane, Bishop of An-nam  ancestors at Angkor

khkkkkkkhkhkhkhhhhkkhhkkhkhhhhhxx

An Orissan Kolam
(Folk-ArtinIndia, JamesH.CousinsTriveni Jan. 1928 Vol 1,No 1)
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Hindu Architectureand Art in Angkor - |1

By C.JNARAJADASA

TheVishnu Temple of Angkor Vat

Theruinsof Angkor fall into two groups, first,
and the principal, the great Vishnu Templ e of
Angkor Vat; and secondly, theruinsinthecity
of Angkor Thom near by, and varioussmaller
templesdotted near the city within aradius of
15miles. Fig. 1 givesagenerd ideawhereare
the chief ruins. Angkor Vat stands near to the
nei ghbouring town of Sem Regp, andisamost
asquare. A milefromtheTempleistheold city
of Angkor Thom, whose boundaries make a
sguare. Thisisthelast city, for evidenceshave
been found that thefirst capital wasnot at this
spot, but somedistanceaway. Infact, it would
seem that the capital was shifted to several
places, but al fairly near to the present city.

Itisthe Templeof Angkor Vat whichisthemost
splendid of all the monuments. Itiscalled a
Vishnu Temple, but the sanctuary has four
entrancesfacing thefour quarters, sothat there
could scarcely havebeenanimageinit. The
word Angkor issaid to bethe Sanskrit Nagara,
andVatissadtobeoriginaly the Sanskrit Vata,

TRIVENI

Fig. 1. Plan of theMonuments

an enclosure. It is impossible to give any
adequate description of theimpressive extent
of Angkor Vat. The temple enclosure is
surrounded by agreeat cand. Thiswastheriver
near by diverted to make awater enclosure.
Thelength of theenclosurefromwest toeastis
4923 feet, and from north to south 4226 feet.
The temple faces west and not east, as one
would expect. Thereason suggested isthat this
wasinevitable, sincethe chief road tothecity
wasfrom south to north and theentranceto the
temple had to abut ontheroad. It isthisstrange
orientation of thetemplewhich has suggested
to some French scholarslately that perhapsthe
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templewas not atemplefor worship, but far
moreamonument to aking.

Toenter thetempleenclosure onecrossesby a
low stone bridgewhoselengthis 720 feet and
breadth about 150 feet. After crossing the
bridge one comesto thefirst boundary wall of
thetemple; itslengthis 1716 feet and breadth
1386 feet. The enclosure is double that of
Madura. (I should here mention that thereare
discrepanciesinthemeasurementsgiveninthe
two principal books, so that it would appear
that no expert engineer has really taken the
measurementsaccurately.) From the principal
gateto the centre of the sanctuary thedistance
isamogt haf amile. Thefirgt arched colonnade
whichisonall four gdesisof immensesize. On
itswalsare carvingswhich depict scenesfrom
the Puranas, like the Churning of the Ocean,
and well-known incidentsfrom the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. The battle of the
Pandavas and Kauravas is one of the chief
incidents. The Devashave ahead-dresswhich
distinguishesthem fromtheAsuras, and Devis
andApsarasassaresimilarly differentiated. The
guide books give long explanations of these
confused carvings.

Fig, 2 givesasection of thegreat monument. It
isnot onlevel ground but onwhat appearslike
ahill cut downtothenecessary shape. Yet there
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isno hilly ground near by, and excavationsin
severd partsof themonument have shown that
thehill isan artificial erection made of blocks
of laterite. The stone used is a hard grey
sandstone; it isnot granite. Thishasenabled
the stone-carversto achieve aperfection in
carvingwhichisnot possblewith granite.

Fig. 2. A Section of the Temple of Angkor Vat

Asl haveaready mentioned, itisimpossible
to giveatruedescription of Angkor Vat without
at least 100 projectionsor photographs. One
isoverwhelmed by the architect sconception
of thisimmensetemple, to whose construction
he must have called hundreds of artists. The
traveller risesfrom stageto stage, thefirst tage
being 75 feet, and then the next stage 62 feet
more. Thetop of the culminating tower is213
feet abovethe ground level, and its general
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height can bejudged fromthefact that theheight
of the Gopuram at Madurais 152 feet. The
Cathedral of Notre Dame at Paris has about
thesameheight asAngkor Vat. Bothwerebuilt
at about the same period. To ascend to the
sanctuary isaserioustask, asthe staircaseis
the steepest | have known of any templein
India, and one hasto comedown it sideways
because of thegreat inclination. Itisnoteworthy
that the central tower hasfour minor towersas
supports, somewhat resembling the conception
of the Tg where the central tomb has four
minaretsat thefour corners. Onthefirst level,
asalso at ahigher level, there are two small
buildingswhichwill benotedintheground plan
of thetemple(Fig. 3). Thesearecdledlibraries,

In all the carvings at Angkor, and in the
monuments near by at their best period, there
is a theme which is very significant. It is
represented by Fig. 4. Againand againthisis
worked out in very beautiful forms. Wefind it
also InFig. 5, which reproducesaDevi. On

Fig. 3. Ground Plan of the Temple of Angkor
Vat
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the right side is a very beautiful panel in
sandstone. One characteristic of all thework
at Angkor Vat isabeautiful finenessandfinish
whichonerarely findsin Indian templesbuilt of
granite.

Fig. 4. Denticule, representing the decorative
themein Khmer Art

Fig. 5. Decorativetheme: A Devi

Thecity of Angkor Thomisasquare, and has
four gates to the cardinal points, with an
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additional gate which was the gate through
which the dead were taken out. The moment
onecomestoAngkor Thom, oneisimpressed
by anew ideain architecture, and that isthe
enormous faces which are over the four
gateways, and specialy which areover al the
cupolasof thetempleat the centre of thecity,
whichiscalled Bayon. Thesefacesare huge,
some 9 feet high, asthose over thegate. The
othersinthecupolasof Bayonvary from 5feet
to7.5feet (Fig, 6). Inthistemplethereare 160
of thesefacesin groups of four making each
cupola. Theseenormousfaceshaveacurioudy
hypnotising effect by their repetition, and some
touristsfind them alittlebit frightening, even
though the temple is now in ruins.
Archaeologigtssay that originaly Angkor Thom
was dedi cated to the cult of Aval okiteshwara,
and that soon afterwards, when the Hindu kings
onceagainreigned, thefaceswereascribed to
Shiva

Another new ideaisat the City gate. On either
side of the gateisan enormous Naga, witha
highly decorative head carved in stone. This
Nagaisheld up by alarge number of giants,
and thelength of the snake must benearly 100
feet. For many years the French experts
considered that Angkor Thomwas earlier in
structurethan Angkor Vat, but during thelast
threeyearsitisnow settled that Angkor Vat is

TRIVENI
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Fig. 6. Templeof Bayon, City of Angkor Thom.
Heads decorating Cupolas

the earlier structure. Thisisborne out by the
fact that at Angkor Thom the sculptural work
is rather hurried, and lacks the fine artistic
ensemblewhichimpressesonea Angkor Vat.

When Indian scholars some day will visit
Angkor and begin to decipher theinscriptions
and make acareful study of the monuments
and the sculptures, they will be able, withthe
knowledge of what existsin India, towritea
seriesof descriptionswhich will bedifferent
fromthe French manuasonAngkor. Onecould
well spend two weeks at Angkor looking
carefully at al themonuments, but thetravel ler
hasusudly littletime.

As| have said in the beginning, one comes
away with a profound impression which is
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Fig. 7. Basament of the Templeof Khleang

summed up inthewords, "What do they know
of Indiawho only Indiaknow?"

| addin conclusonalittle summary concerning
theway to reach Angkor. Therearetwo routes
to Angkor. The more convenient one for
travelerswho cannot speak Frenchisthrough
Bangkok in Siam. From Bangkok thereisatrain
totheborder town of Aranha. Therailway line
ends there, and the Province of French
Cambodiabegins. Angkor is 100 milesfrom
Aranha, and the travel agencies arrange for
motor cars, with guideswho are Indiansand
speak English, French andthevernaculars. The
second routeisfrom Saigon. Everythinginthe
city isFrench and thereisscarcely anyonewho
speaks English. There is no railway line to
Angkor but thereare good roads. Thedistance
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Fig. 8. Garuda

15292 miles, and thetrip takesthewhole day,
with the necessary stoppages. A motor bus
starts early in the morning, and is usually
crowded. It arrivesat Angkor between 6 and
7. Private motor cars can be engaged and do
not take much less time, though more
comfortable.

Thehotel accommodationisexcellent. Nearest
to theruinsisasmall hotel operated by the
administration. To milesaway, at thetown of
Siem Reap, is large Grand Hotel for Cook s
touristsand otherswhotravel at thet rete. There
isalsoasmaller but quiteexcellent hotel under
French management andlessexpengive. There
arein addition Chinesed egping houses, where
thevisitorsseep on big raised chowkis, about
tenonachowki. My Annamitefriendsassured
methat they had al the comfortswhich they
needed.
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The best guide books are in French, but
probably Cook at Bangkok issues something
sufficient asasimple guide book. In French
therearetwo works: (1) VersAngkor (Paris,
Hachette); (2) afuller and more authoritative
manual isGuideArcheologiqueaux Templesd
Angkor by H. Marchal, Conservator of the
Angkor Group (Paris).

A smdl work which givesin brief thehigtory of
Champaisthat of Professor PhanindraNath
Bose, publishedin 1927 by The Theosophical
Publishing House, Adyar, Madras. Thiswork
consstsof aseriesof articleswritten evidently

TRIVENI

15

for magazines. Itisto bedesired that Professor
Bosewould rewritethematerial, and put it all
into one coherent story, without the continual
reiteration of incidentsnow characteristic of his
book.

Two well-documented chapterson Cambodia
and Champaarefound in thethird volume of
Sir CharlesEliot sscholarly work, Hinduism
and Buddhism. He has visited Angkor, and
studied the history of the period according to
the French scholars. Eliot stwo chaptersare
sofarthebestin English.

Sola-ma-deviyar
Reprinted from South Indian
Potraits TG Aromuthan
Triveni March 1928 Vol. 1- No 2
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Media and Literature

B. S. Murthy

Beingaland of many languages, India’smedia
isno monolithic phenomenon. Neverthel ess,
notwithstanding the regional differences, the
vernacular mediahasauniformity of character.
Thus we can broadly categorize the Indian
mediaintotheEnglishversonandthevernacular
variety. Thedifference between theseismore
pronounced in the ‘ space value' of the print
media than in the ‘airtime quality’ of the
electronicvariant.

OvertotheEnglish print mediafirst. Thelament
of the learned isthat sparse is the space for
literatureinit. Andtheir nogagiaisfor themedia
that propped up fiction through itscolumnsin
thegolden eracof thenovel in Europe. After all,
weren't the classics of yore dawned on the
world asthe serialsin newspapersthere? The
lament continuesand the nostalgiapersistsas
thelndian mediafailsto addressthe concerns
of the connoisseurs. It’snot asthough it had
turned its back on literature as such but has

Reprinted from Triveni Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations Souvenir - Febraury 2004
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cometo behandin glovewith themainstream
publishers to publicize the stuff they want
promoted. Andwhat itislike?1f thewriter were
to be famous, never mind his notoriety, or
established reputation, don’t bother about his
credentials, then the publisherssign up without
asecond thought. And why not?Wouldn't some
hypeensureinitid sales? Theeul ogy-interview-
review regimen inthe mediasetsthetonefor
the book release. Thuswilly-nilly themedia
helpsthecommercid publishing coup degrace
by hyping the author asanew literary avatar.
Of course, all this, more often than not, tends
to favour the dubiouswriter thanto highlight a
deserving book. After al, it's one thing to
glamorizetheauthor of questionablequality and
another to evaluatetheliterary contribution of
awriter of substance. The mediahype might
help buttressthe publishers bottom linesbut
criticisng genuineworksonly would servethe
cause of literature. Thuswhilethe publishers
shunthegenuineliteraturefor fear of loss, the
author-published books get ashort shrift from
the mediafor want of space.
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However, but for wasting the precious media
spaceon many apenny work, thehypewouldn’t
help, for after al the discerning readerswould
have seen through the game any way. Though
being thetalk of thetown for awhile, most of
these books collect dust in the bookstores
before they become fodder to the shredding
machines in time. Well the newspapers/
magazinesthat hyped them too would be no
more than waste paper by the month end, in
timeto turn pulp in the paper mills. What an
irony of hollowness or both! However,
overnight thehypeturnsthenoviceintoaliterary
celebrity before anyone had shown any
inclinationtoread hiswork! Whatismore, being
avictim of its own propaganda, the media
periodically propsup theimage of thosethat it
helped createinthefirst place! It isthusthe
media space is made to supplant the reader
basethat madethe authors of yoretheleading
lightsof literature. That being the case, where
isthegpacefor theemerging talent toget sghted
when all attention isbestowed on thosethat it
had helped establishinthefirst place. That the
mediaonly coverstheactivitiesof thecelebrity
authors but seldom discusses the sum and
substance of their works might sound mad.
Thereisamethod in thismadnessfor thehype
was built around the authors' personaand not
over the content of hiswriting. Won't all this
prove Shakespeareright?After al, didn’'t he
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state that reputation is amost idle and false
imposition often got without merit and lost
without deserving!

However, this sad state of affairs could be
redressed, while yet catering to the modern
media spenchant for thetrivia It sapity though
that themediamanagersseemnot to gpply thelr
mindsto themalaisethat afflictsthem. Well it
al boilsdown to managing the mediaspacefor
profit with a corner still left for literary
promotion. But for thenaive, nonewould fault
the media for the red carpet it spreads for
advertisng. After dl, itistheadvertisng revenue
that enablesthemediahousestoget their dailies
delivered at the doorsteps of thereaders. But
what about therest of thevast spaceintheprint
and round the clock airtime on the cable
networks? Can’t aliterary nichebecreatedin
them both without hurt to therest of what goes
on for the news? Any SWOT analysiswould
underline the need for the media to nourish
quality literature.

When theworld was not aglobal village, the
newswas not thick and fast, and that afforded
literatureto get itsdue. After dl, thetimeshave
changed, just not for themediaalone! Onthe
flip side, it may be said that thewriting of the
day tooisnot theliterature of the past. Bethat
asit may, themedianeedsto hep nourishqudity
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writinginitscolumnsfor itsownwell-beingin
thelong run. After all, how elsethelanguage
skillsof thefuture mediapersonnel would have
got honed than by going through the language
grill of thecurrent newspaper columns. Thus, if
the mediamanagersof theday fail to keep an
eyeontheliterary quality of thewritingintheir
columns, thentomorrow’ sdispatchesfromtheir
correspondentswould bear e-mail mark. And
that would bethat, but how to avert that!

All said and done, it needsto bebornein mind
that bringing out newspapersisarushjob. After
al, they havetoreach millionsof homesfar and
widewel| beforethesubscriberstir out of their
beds. Thus, thetimeavailableat theeditorial
desksto processthe gathered newsleavesno
timetomakeliterary draftsout of itdl. Itisthis
constraint that all the more calls for the
devel opment of language skillsinthereporters
and the journalists alike. And that would be
possible only when the books the would be
newsmentaketo havealiterary qudity of their
own. And that in turn depends on promoting
booksof literary qudity inthemediafor effective
public orientation. Shouldn’t onefind adequate
mediaspacefor that?

Oneonly needsto scan the newspapersof the
day to notethat much of the precious spaceis
mindlessly wasted. Understandably politics,
businessand sportsbesides crime, cinemaand
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triviatakethebulk of themediaspacefor these
are thetopicsthat make the average readers
buy newspapersinthemain. Well inwhat could
be seen as tokenism, some if not al the
newspapers concede meagre spacefor literary
subjects, mainly intheform of book reviews.
Of coursein whatever spacethat isleft after
hyping the selected works. Nonethel ess, the
gpacefor the‘ newsthat sells’ itself could be
better structured so asto makeenormousroom
for thelessglamourousliterature. Under many
a headline the subject matter gets repeated,
wasting the precious media space and the
reader’stime. Nether itisunusud that thesame
newswith the headlineand all that figureson
one page gets repeated on the other! Well if
properly drafted and edited, the space so saved
would be no inconsiderable one into which
literatureand itspoor cousinsof fineartscould
be squeezed in. However, sinceeditors, given
that the production manager breathes down
their necks, any way wouldn’t havetimeto
sharpen their blue-pencils, it isimperative that
thenewsmen deve opwriting skillsto makether
dispatches cogent aswell ascoherent. If only
that happens how much mediaspacewould be
availablefor thepromotion of literatureand arts
aswdl?

Besides, road accidents, murders, rapes, dowry
deaths, and such mishaps are accorded the
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statusof digpatcheswith headlines, and al that
occupy so many columns. If all of themwere
grouped together under therelevant headings,
the space so released would be no mean a
space. Another wasteful practice with the
English mediaisits penchant for the ' carpet
coverage of thecricket news. What the specia
correspondent elaboratesinthemain story is
aswdl| carriedintheguest columnof aneminent
past master of thegame. Itisadifferent story
with other sportsthough. Well it ssemswehave
come to have media haves and media have-
nots. Sameisthecasewiththetriviathat isgiven
so much space in today’s media along with
cinema Theway triviaishighlighted mekesone
suspect that themediaisstarved of newsworthy
material. However, if all the trivia could be
clubbed in a corner wouldn't that suffice to
satiate the appetite of the curious? Besidesthat
would savethebother for theinterested reeders
to scan through the entire paper and misssome
of itsometime. Thus, if imaginatively sructured,
half a page or more a day could be made
avallablefor literatureand thefineartsinevery

Englishdily.

Well al that isin therealms of space creation
but what about its utilization? Whatever little
space, not counting the space earmarked to
hypethefavoured or fancied asthe case may
be, madeavailabletoliteratureisseldom made
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proper use of either. Book reviews take the
spaceandrightly so. Of coursethey aremeant
to be windows of literature for the potential
readersto peep at thebook world. But arethey
asthey arepositioned intoday’s media, beit
newspapersor magazines?After al, what one
would liketo know isabout the new arrivals
and what they are about so asto find out which
of themarelikely tointerest him. Naturally one
would liketo be briefed about asmany books
aspossiblein themedia. Heretoo the media
failstheir readers. Thebooksthat aretaken up
for reviewsarethe samethat are being hyped.
It sanother matter though what getshyped gets
rubbished aswdl inthesamemedial Themedia
mindset being such, no book, whatever its
worth would ever get reviewed solong asthe
publisherswouldn’t throw their weight behind
the same. Won't the books that the leading
publishers push for get reviewed in every
newspaper and magazine on the standswithout
exception? How come every book review
editor in the country selects the same books
the otherstake up for review? Of course, itis
not amatter of coincidencesinceit happensall
thetime. And thuswhat the mediahasisnot the
variety of many but monotony of a few.
Wouldn't that suggest it is not the editorial
selection but the publishers’ pull at work in
selecting booksfor thereviews?
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Bethat asit may what arethereviewslike by
andlarge! If it'sfiction onewouldliketo know
about theplot, itsliterary style, the narrative
pace, the strength of characterization and such
featuresin book reviews. That about givesthe
reader an overview of agivennovel togoinfor
it or not. But as reviews of fiction go, it's
invariably thecaseof thereviewer usurping the
space meant for the book to project himself or
herself on the literacy stage. The poor book
under review serves but as a stool for the
reviewer to gppear taler intheintdlectua world.
If itisnon-fiction that ison the block, what the
reader gets to know from the review is the
scholarship of thereviewer and not the quality
of thework. Thisliterary exhibitionism of the
reviewers besides wasting the sparse media
space sickens the readers. To cap it al, the
reviewer often deemsitfit to Sgn off wondering
why thisbook wasever written.

Whilethe English mediachokesliteraturethus,
thevernacular mediathrough theweekliestend
totrivializethe sameby providing easy space
toit. Thanksto the preponderance of magazines
inal regiona languagesthereisspaceout there
for the bhaasha writersto get published. This
largeseof thevernacular medianaturdly lowers
the standard of the bhaasha literatures what
withwritersin scores having hundredsof short
stories to their credit! This magazine space
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produces poets by their dozens who are
incapable of rhyming a couplet even. As a
measure of mediocrity of theregional writing
these manageto compile anthologies of their
poemsin acouple or more volumes. On the
other hand, thosewho taketowritingin English
havetopen full-lengthfictionasaprelude,
asthere are no magazineroutesto take hisor
her piecemed work aong. Theonly publishing
avenue availablefor these aspiring authorsis
the commercially governed mainstream
publishing. After dl, whilethe budding bhaasha
writer’sshort story isnot expected to sseamroll
themagazinesdes, theEnglishfiction publishers
havetheir own cal culusabout thereturnonthe
investment on the manuscriptsthey takeup.

Itisherethe English mediacould play avita
role in promoting genuine non-commercial
literature of quality. If only theextrahalf apage
that wastal ked about isearmarked for excerpts
from the author—published books, then the
literary loverswoul d have opportunitiesto make
their own choices. Likewise, ingtead of parroting
the same news round the clock the cable
networks could air the book readings of the
budding authors. After al, the networkshave
time to spare for literature and the authors
wouldn’t spareany effort to send inthevideos
of their reading for the screening. Of coursethe
interested could obtain the chosen booksfrom
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the authorsthemsalves asany way therewould
be none to undertake distribution of the
uninitiated. All thisintimedeterminesthetype
of booksthat the public favoursand that would
forcethepublishersto get ontotheright literary
track. That would bewhen the publisherswould
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giveup commercializing literature, asistheir
wont today. Thusit isupto the mediafirst to
arrest the decline and then help the Indian
literaturereach the creativeheightsitiscapable
of ataining.

Rajaraja-Chola 1
Reprinted from South Indian
Potraits TG Aromuthan
Triveni March 1928 Vol. 1- No 2
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Concerned Journalism — Women’s Concern

S.K.Mangammal Chari

Journdism:- A Journaist is an editor or
writer for public, through newspapers,
periodicals, magazinesandreviews. Journdism
istherefore ultimately for public reporting for
public-good. Itinvolvescollection of relevant
information and facts through on the spot
observation or through interviewsand reporting
such factsin an unbiased manner. The main
classfication of suchinformationwill fall under
broad headings namely: 1

Political, 2. Socid, 3. Economical, 4. Literary
and cultura and 5. Recreational or concerning
sportsor games. Thereporting of the events
and theinformation after judicious selection of
items for publication, covering these broad
headingsin aplanned and systematic manne,
formsthebasisof goodjourndism. If, therefore,
politicsentersintojournalismthereisscopefor
bias, resultingin coloured reporting, which goes
agang the purposeof truejourndism. Weoften
have newspapers or magazi nes now-a-days

Reprinted from Triveni Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations Souvenir - Febraury 2004
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manned and managed by persons who have
political leaningsand as such theinformation
focused in such newspapers or magazines
becomes atirade against particular political
parties without reason or rhyme; sometimes
such  information being on hear-say without
proper verifications. Most of the newspapers,
now-a-daysbelong to thiscategory. | canjust
count in fingers, ideal newspapersreporting
mattersinimpartial way, with no e ement of
unnecessary provocation ruffling tempersof the
reading public. By andlarge, ideal newspapers
should publish factsas such and select items
for publication under variousheadingsaforesaid,
items of each heading published on specified
pages of the newspapers. Such impartial
reporting and broadly classified reporting can
enlighten the public of all tasteson matters of
current importance. Such newspapersalso can
publish chosen articles onimportant current
mattersof socia and economicimportance by
expertsonthelines. Suchreporting redlly helps
public good. Newspapers or magazines
publishing bomb-shell itemswith no particular
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significancefor public goodin headlines (most
exaggerating thefacts) in provocativelanguage
often provebaneof thesociety. | haveanaysed
the various aspectsof present day journalism
tending to rufflethe tampersof the public and
leading to events tampering the progress of
humanity as such and going against the very
purposeof journalism. | wishto emphasizethat
such tendencies in journalism should be
scrupulously avoided and should be
discouraged by the enlightened readers.

TrueJourndigt: - Journaistsshould not beunder
pressurefrom publishersor editorsor evenfrom
government and should beallowed toreportin
an unbiased manner. They should befreefrom
prejudices, while observing thingsand while
reporting. Thisenjoinsthem asense of moral
and publicresponsibility. Further, ajourndist
should bejudiciousin sdectingitemswhichare
(of immediateimportance) on current topicsand
which need focusing for theenlightenment and
judgment of the public. They should beaguide
for the publicto act in aright manner for their
own good and also focus certain events for
attention by the government. Brevity and clarity
insuchreporting area so necessary. Theseare
themain concernsfor ajourndist.

Problems of humanity on the present day and
roleof journaism: - Reporting through printing
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matter hasstarted with theadvent of theprinting
pressduring the 15" century by whichtimethe
problems confronting humanity inall spheres
have become multifold and more complex in
nature ascompared tothesein earlier centuries.
Theindustrial Revolution and new discoveries
and inventions had built awide gap between
the rich and the poor leading to economic
imbal ances, crested awedge between rura and
urban population, agriculture and industry,
[abour problemsetc. etc.

Thejournalism actualy started, therefore, at a
crucia period, when human problemsbecame
multifarious and complex. To add to this,
subordinaterolegiventowomenin society from
timesimmemorial had aready assumed great
proportions by thetimethejournalism could
gartitsholy missonand gradudly, theatrocities
committed onwomen and pitiableplight of this
sex came into fore alarmingly in great
proportions, giving achallengetojournaigtsfor
focusingtheir problemsintheright perspective.
The political, social, economic and sports
aspectsin publiclife have assumed specialised
importancein each field requiring journalists
trained in specificfiddsand with speciaisation
insuchfieldsfor judiciousand clear reporting
of itemsunder each category. Themobilisation
of concerned journalists with adequate
requisites for publication of right type of
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newspapers and magazines has therefore
becomeimperative. Of al theproblemsfacing
humanity now, socia problemshave occupied
undoubtedly aplace of paramount importance
andthesesocial problemsaremostly related to
the plight and position of women now-a-days
which if focused in aright perspective with
adequate attention paid to it by journalists, can
bring back this neglected back-bone of the
society, toitsrightful place, resultingin solution
of much of the socia problemsfaced now-a-
days.

| would liketo elucidate the background from
theearly stagesright to the present day for the
subordinate role given to women in society,
which hasdeprived them of their rightful place
and had made them the victims of social
atrocities. Themain concern of the present day
journaism should bethe concern of thewomen
aggravated and neglected.

Subordination of womenfromtimes
immemarid.

Roleof WomeninReligion:- Religion is
worship of God for good actsand God hasho
form either male or femae, why then havewe
predominance of male Gods? Men have
intended to createasuperiority complexinthem,
giving women a psychological inferiority
complex. | haveno grudgeagaingt men. They

TRIVENI

arehepful and useful. Some complexinthem
should have madethem giveasecondary place
forwomenwhointheearly agescould not sand
upto. Thiscontinuedin higher proportions|ater
on. In Christianity it has been said, that God
first created man and woman came out of his
rib. Jesus Christ was their Lord. In Islam
Prophet Mohammad wasworshipped. Women
haveno sgnificant placeinldam. They arenot
alowedintheplacesof worship. InHinduism,
the counterpart of woman God, “Lakshmi” is
half of maeGod ‘ Vishnu' . The combination of
thisGodisagainamde. “Vakshasthalastitha’
(better haf). In Sva, Parvathi ismerged, though
thecombinationiscalled * Arthanarishwara .
Women cannot be priestsnor ‘ Pujaris . Inearly
Gurukulasfor learning Vedas and Upanishads,
women were not madefit. Thisisthe place of
womengiveninreligion, for good or bad. The
women then, werenot bothered and thisled to
their subordinationinreligion. The Pronoun for
Godis‘He' ,amale.

Pacefor womenin Language: - If wetakesome
of the clubbed wordsin English language, for
example—Male and Female', ‘Men and
Women’'. Men were given priority. We say
‘mankind’ asif thereisnowomaninsociety. In
Hindi wehave® Pati-Patni’, ‘ Bhai-Bhahen'. It
isonly inTelugu, wehave‘Bharya-Bhartalu’,
‘Alumagalu’, makingawomanthefirswordin
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the combination. Generally inlanguage a so,
partiality had been showntowardsmen.

Pace of Womenin Society: - Shakespearesaid
‘Fraility thy nameiswoman’ (anaspersonon
women). Religion oriented society inearly days
wanted women to be* Pativratas', subordinate
to menand dwaysat their footsteps. Men have
not been ordained to be* Patnivratas . WWomen
have been confined to house, and the head of
the family wasthe husband and who became
the bread earner. Thewomen had accepted this
position in good faith. Men were also good
then and werefound to look after their wives
by religiousobligation. All might bewell then.

Theatrocitieson\Women during later Centuries.
- But gradually, men began to take advantage
of women’ssecondary role accepted by them
ingoodfaithinearly centuriesand started ill-
treating them ininhumanway. Men assumed
theright to beat women, taking advantage of
their physical strength. In villages, wefind
generdly men coming heavily drunk and beating
their wives, leavingthemhdpless If womantries
to be away from her besting and cruel husband
she is considered to be “Vyabhichari” and
scoffed at. Later when women population
became more than men population, leading to
partiad shortageof bridegrooms, girl’ sfather has
to shell down heavy dowry to the boy’sparty
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for her marriage. Otherwise, thegirl could not
be suitably married. The evil of dowry had
becomeacursetowomen community. Itisoften
said that girl’ sfather becomesapauper after a
girl’smarriage. For the sake of dowry, wives
have been ill-treated by husbands and even
beaten up and driven out. Therewere casesof
suicide by women duetoill-treatment of the
husbandsandin-laws.

Women have a so been subordinated to social
arodatiesinpublicmakingthemhdplessvictims.

The dayswhen women werein the household
and men worked outside things were not so
bad. But now-a-days, due to economic
reasons, women alsowork and earn dong with
their husbands and at the same time, the
husbands expect them to cook at home and
look after the household duties. Arewomento
bear dl thesecrudties. Infact women aremore
overworked now-a-daysthan men.

Position of Women as Depicted by Writers: -
In 1950s, Lynn Whitewrotethat “ Personality
became really a male attribute and women
became subhuman species’. Casey Miller and
Kate Swift wrote that in 1970s “the girlsin
England were not asimportant, responsibleor
self-sufficient asboysor ashealthy intheir out
look onlife’. Theinventor of radiumisstated
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to beMadam Curie, whose husband wasPFierre
Curie. After marriage the women are called
“Mrs’ so and so, when we, chide the boys
crying, wesay, “ Bemanly. Don't cry likeagirl”,
Always subordinate role has been given to
women.

Awakening in Women: - Therehasbeenawide
awakening among womenin the 20" Century.
They began to fight for their rights and for
equality withmen. Thishascomeabout dueto
constant subordination of women by men. In
1960sin England Ann Sheldonlaunched aseries
of lettersto editors, satirising sexiest usage.
Women'’s Forums have come up to ventilate
their woes. But till, atrocitieson women have
assumed darming proportions. Therearemany
books avail able about women. She hasbeen
studied as a teenager, parent, wife, widow,
mentally sick and much else, she has been
studied ascharacter in novelsplaying different
roles, as ageneral statistic and in fact as an
obj ect but not asasubject. Wit or jokeswere
mostly aimed at womeninamost al languages.
Thistrend should change.

Needfor rightful placefor Womenand Equdlity:
- WWomen, when given equa opportunities, can
prove definitely equal to men and even more
effective. Wehavein our history, Jone of Arc,
Madam Curie, Jhans Ki Rani, Laxmi Bal,
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Chand Bibi, Sarojini Devi Naidu, Smt.
Vijayalakshmi Pandit and the foremost lady
IndiraGandhi. Itisfor thegood of humanity
that women aregiven their rightful placeand
equality withmeninal spheres. If they areat
thehelm of affairs, soft and healing touch will
be therewhich will solve much of the present
turmoil and may lead to better society and
human welfare. \Women are more courageous
than men and take bold decisions without
hestation

Role of Journalists for Women's cause: -
Journdigshave, therefore, important roletoplay
inthe present day worldfor the cause of women.
They haveto focusthe problemsof womenin
newspapers and magazines. There should be
newsand reading materia sto cater towomen's
needsand aptitudes. There should befocuson
women'scgpability andtheir achievements. The
matters concerning them should be so oriented
astoavoid animpression of secondary roleto
womenin society. Women should also befree
frominferiority complex and should takeupto
journdismmoreand moreto effectively put forth
their caseand problems. We havefew women
journdigtsnow. They should havetheir dueshare
alsoinjournalism. The present day requires
journalism to be more concerned about
women'sproblems.
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I nter dependence

JusticeAlladi Kuppuswvami

Ever sinceattaining independence, thel5th day
of August isbeing cel ebrated asIndependence
day dl over India. Wefought for independence
and obtained it after a hard struggle. In our
exhilarationinattaining independencewe have
however forgotten that independence from
foreignyokewasnot anendinitsdlf but only a
means to an end, namely, the happiness and
prosperity of our fellow country-men. Itisnot
sufficient that asanation wearefree. We have
to build up asociety where every onelivesin
comfortintermsof equality or near equality. In
order to achievethis, it isabsol utely necessary
that every one of us should co-operate and
work in harmony. We fought side by sideto
gain independence forgetting all barriers of
caste, creed or sex. But having gained the
objective we got back to our old ways. Itis
time that we should remind ourselves that
inter-dependence and cooperationisabsol utely
essentid if wehaveto makeany progress. While
other nationsare making rapid stridestowards
plenty and prosperity, Indiais still living in
ignorance and poverty. Unless we wake up

Reprinted from Triveni Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations Souvenir - Febraury 2004
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immediately and make a united effort, the
independence gained by sacrificeand suffering
would be meaninglessand empty. Thesogan
of independence should hereafter give placeto
theideal of mutual dependence. Itishowever
to berealized that thetwo things, different as
they may seem, can exist together, namely,
independence and interdependence. Werequire
individuaismwhichdoesnotisolateamanfrom
his community. We also need a community
which assistsand fosterstheindividual. Men
havenever beenindividualy sdf-sufficient. Itis
tofocusthe attention of the public that noman
isanisland and each human beingisin some
way dependent onthe other that it isnecessary
to set apart oneday in ayear and celebrateit
as ‘inter-dependenceday’ . Theideaof inter-
dependence or mutual dependence and its
immense valueisnot new to us. Theidea of
setting apart aday as ' inter-dependence day’

and cel ebrating theinter-dependenceday inthe
sameway aswe cel ebrate the independence
day is a means to remind us of our mutual

dependence just as ‘Independence day’

remindsusof our gloriousnonviolent struggle
for independence.
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The Journey of Shankar Hazarika, an Assamese youth: From
Dhemaji to Guwahati
A Tale of Dreams, Sacrifices, and Hope

Hiren Sarma

It was not an easy decision for Shankar
Hazarika, then a25-year-old young man from
avillagenear Dhemgji, and hisyounger brother
Abhi toleavethar homefor Guwahati insearch
of abrighter future. Their departurewastinged
with both hopeand sorrow, asthey Ieft behind
ahappy homewheretheir parentsmeadealiving
with their leased-out paddy fields and grew
enough fruits and vegetables in the large
backyard, providing nicely for thesmall family
and allowing themto purchaseall their basic
needs.

For Shankar, the movewas moreabout hiskid
brother, who was gaining recognition as a
talented singer-songwriter. Abhi wasnot only
makinganamefor himsdlf inthenearby villages
but asfar as Dibrugarh and Tinsukia. Shankar,
overly protectiveof histall, handsomebrother,
was determined to support Abhi’sburgeoning
caresr.

The author, Hiren Sarmais an Engineer by
profession and livesin Houston, Texas.

rerENarma2000@yahoo.com

Following a few odd jobs here and there,
Shankar eventually landed aposition with an
educational trust called Assam Devel opment
Initiative (ADI). With abudding NGO sdary,
Shankar and Abhi could barely meet their daily
needs, and it would have been areal struggle
without the food suppliesfrom their village
home. However, Shankar fell inlovewith his
job as Senior Field Coordinator for ADI on
their flagship project caled *Value-based
Education and Child Development’.

It washiscolleaguesand their friendshipsthat
influenced him most. The professional but
compassionate Managing Trustee, Mrs.
BipashaDatta, afrontline social activist, and
the project director, Sushmita Barua, were
pillarsof srength. Thelifeskill consultant Sanjay
Das, and his three Field Coordinators,
Nedakshi, Anvi, and Radha, becamelikefamily
to him. And last but not the least, theloving
schoolchildren he often met in all the five
government school sthey worked with brought
immensejoy tohislife.
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But would thislove and these friendshipsbe
enough for Shankar to make a better living?
Would he be able to start his own family
someday?And would Abhi beableto establish
himself as a renowned singer-songwriter?
Shankar did not haveany answersyet.

L ast week, during aZoom meeting, Bipasha
ba (addressed an older sister as baideu in
Assamese) and Borta (addressed agentleman
older than his/her father Deuta as Bor Deuta)
informed them that A DI would soon beseeking
donationsfrom outside sources, which would
help enhancetheir salaries. Asever, Shankar
remainshopeful and trugtsinthefuturethat lies
ahead.

Inthe heart of Guwaheati, amidst thehustleand
bustle of thecity, Shankar and Abhi continueto
dream and work hard. The city hasbeen both
achdlengeandapromise, testingtheir reslience
and rewarding their perseverance. Asthedays
pass, Shankar finds solacein hiscommitment
to ADI and the impact he makes on the
children’slives, whileAbhi’smusic beginsto
resonate with abroader audience.

With his sweet smile, and a compassionate
approach towards children, Shankar became
an engaging storyteller in the schools. What
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Shankar enjoyed most wasthat he could make
even the shiest child in a classroom come
forward and narrate his’her own story. Another
story Shankar loves to tell others is about
Arindam Barmanin Kamrup Higher Secondary
school when thetenth grader suddenly lost his
consciousnessin the school field during the
bresk. After givingsomefird aid heimmediately
asked the school clerk to grab a taxi and
together they arrived at the City Hospital
emergency center. The young boy ended up
withafew gentsinhisarteries. TheCardiologist
thanked Shankar profoundly for his prompt
actionand literally told the boy’sfamily that
without Shankar’sintervention thingscould
have been very different. Shankar really felt
fulfilled whentheboy cameto seehim after six
monthstelling Shankar that he passed hisBoard
examinfirst divisonwithletter marksintwo
subjects.

The Val ue based Education project team was
uniqueinthe sensethat each person hassome
specific qualitieswhich the Project Director
SushmitaBarua. could utilizeit very effectively
incompleting every task. Therecent initiative
for practicing aMindfulness program at the
beginning of theschool isgaining ground. The
team noted that whileit wasalot easier to get
attention and participation from the students,
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getting al theteachersengagedinanew activity
wasawaysanissue. Theworkshopslike Team
Building and Ethical L eadership organized by
ADI hel ped the school management, but it still
seemsto be cost prohibitive at times.

Shankar and hisField coordinators personally
engagethemsdvestakingleadinthe Cleanliness
programsin the school steaching theteachers,
employeesand mainly thechildrenthat keeping
their schools, homes and the communitiesis
everyone' sresponsibility. Homevisitsby the
Field coordinatorsto the studentswho require
additional help, together with the
schoolteachers, ispart of the project plan.

AndeveryoneintheADI team knowsthat their
loving Borta, the aging, but young at heart

Mahendra Kumar Baruah, the founder and
Chairman now lives and breathes with ADI
every moment. Hefed ssofulfilled that everyone
intheteamwholeheartedly believeintheproject
and vouches for the fact that one needs to
practicevauesin his’her ownlifein order to
inculcate them to others, particularly the
children.

The journey of Shankar Hazarika and his
brother Abhi is a testament to the power of
dreams, the strength of family bonds, and the
unyielding spirit of hope. Their story continues
tounfold, marked by thetrialsand triumphs of
life, asthey forgeapath towardsabrighter and
morefulfillingfuture.

kkhkkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkkkkkkkhkhkkikkk*

As Planets in their orbits never fight

As flowers their coloursin harmony unite

As bird voices mingle in meaningful refrain

Our millions in secular concord should remain

- Prof. 1.V. Chalapathi Rao
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Emerson and | ndian Vedanta

K. N. D. Sanjeeva Rao
(Dedicated tothememory of R.W. Emer son whose 200th birth anniversary fell on
25th May, 2003)

R. W. Emerson was born in Boston on
25.05.1803 inafamily knownfor itsspiritual
ancestry. He prepared himself for areligious
vocation at Harvard and wasordained asjunior
pastor inthe Second Church of Bostonin 1829.
Anorigind “thinker” anda*“reverer of thegrand,
the beautiful and the good”, he gave great
importanceto the“moral sentiment” and the
spiritua lifein man rather thanto thereligious
dogmaand “form” at the church. Ashewas
not convinced about the spiritual validity of
certain ritualistic practices of the church, he
resigned hispastoratein 1832, thusembarking
upon his great quest for a direct religious
experiencewithin himsaif.

Generdly dl religionsoffer two pathsfor God
Redlisation one, theritudidtic, theexoteric path
of the“ Smriti” consisting of the historical,
traditional doctrine, meant for the common
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people, and the other, the philosophical,
esoteric path of the “sruti” based on the
universd truthsabout the spirit revedledto seers
inther intuition, meant for thelearned and the
advanced. Theformer istermed asthe* karma
marga” inthevedicreligion and thelatter as
the* Jnanamarga’” . Emerson callstheformer
thedoctrine* of the personal, the positive, the
ritual”, thetraditional doctrineof Christianity,
and thelatter the* doctrine of the Reason” or
“soul” which hediscoveredinhisownreligion
and devel oped further by hiscontemplation and
ingght.

Though the two doctrines appear mutually
exclusive and contradictory, they are only
complementary becausetheformer wouldleed
to thelatter asthe ‘lower truth’ would to the
‘higher truth’. But despitethis, thinkersand
philosophersof nolessreputethan Sankaraand
even Si Krishnaunderrated theformer though
they never disregarded it or discouraged its
followers. Their argument isthat therituaistic
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path (achara) only helpspurify man’smind and
at best prepares him to receive the higher
initiation about the Sef, but it cannot makehim
realise the ultimate truth which spiritual
contemplation (vichara) alone can do.
Emerson’s doubts about the efficacy of the
rituaigtic dogmain serving theultimate spiritud
purpose of man also seems to arise from a
similar attitude. For, he even argues in his
‘Nature' that the man ‘of the unrenewed
understanding’ (the common man) islike a
‘banished king’ (referring to man’sexpulsion
from the paradise) who ‘should buy his
territories inch by inch’ (by following the
ritualistic path of prayer, charity etc.) whereas
the man of awakened Reason (thelearned man)
canvault ‘at onceinto histhrone’ and havea
‘mometary grasp of the sceptre’ (referring to
theway the paradiseisregained direct by the
knowledge of the Self or Atma Jnana)

Ever sinceheresigned hispastorate, Emerson
sought to have a personal revelation of God
within himsdf. Head so required aphilosophica
doctrineto theorisehisexperience. Inthisgreat
attempt to see God outside the institutions of
history and tradition, helooked at Nature‘ face
toface’ . Henoticed in her the* presence of the
sublime” aswdl astheprincipleof unity behind
her various forms. The ‘Laws of Manu’

TRIVENI

provided himwiththeearliestinformation about
‘themogt high eterna Spirit’ as'* transcendently
present...inall creatures . Also he observed that
Jesus Christ *was true to what isin you and
me. Hesaw that Godincarnateshimsdf inman.”

W. E. Channing’s sermon “likenessto God,”

the germ of which was aready there in the
Genesis, revealed to himthat “ God becomesa
real beingto usin proportion asHisown nature
isunfolded within us.” William Wordsworth,
who saw a soul in everything and whom
Emersonmetin 1833, must haveconvinced him
about the spiritual affinity between man and
Nature. Carlyle, whom healso metinthesame
year, did strengthen his faith in the ‘moral

sentiment’ asthebasisof dl religion. Coleridge's
‘ Aidsto Reflection’ and the philosophy of Kant
fortified hisclamsof theintutive‘ Reason’ asa
fitingrument for getting at the'* ultimates behind
theworld of sense. Plotinusacquainted him not
only with the properties of matter and its
relaionswiththe spirit but anew philosophy of
man’sfall and hisrecovery. The sublimity and
theuniversdity of theVedic hymnsimpressed
him so much that he proclaimed “ nature makes
aBrahmin of mepresently”. The Bhagavadgita
(BG) andthe K athopanishad not only furnished
himwith theclearest exposition of therelations
between man and God, but revedled to himthe
final Truth about man as Brahman or the
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Immorta Sef of theUniverse. Incidentally, they
asoprovided himwitha' Philosophy of ingght’,
averified and verifiablemystical * doctrine of
thesoul’ or the* Over-soul’ hehad thusfar been
searching for to explain hisexperienceof ‘the
God-within'.

According tothisdoctrinewhichiscentral to
Emerson’sphilosophy, thereisaspiritua Being
pervading the entire creation as ‘life’ does
through aliving organism. In other wordsit
unfoldsitself asthe creation quite like aseed
which growsand expandsitsdf intoatree. (In
fact, thisistheroot meaning of ‘ Brahman’ as
well as‘vriksha’.) It isthe One Being present
inustranscendentdly, impartingto ustheeternd
ideasof Beauty, Love, Virtue, Truth, etc. All of
ushavean accesstoit as' aninlet intothedeep’
by means of our spiritual contemplation and
‘mora sentiment’.

Emerson attaches paramount importancetothe
‘moral life'. Itisthevery soul of religion, its
basis, and its test. It “carries innumerable
Christianities, humanitiesand divinitiesinits
bosom” he says “The end of creation is
answered when man setsvirtueashisgoal .”
Man’sobedienceto the‘ moral law’ will make
him conformtotheuniversal order of existence.
Man is God in so far as heis just at heart.
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“Character is the habit of action from the
permanent visonof truth.” Whenman* shdl not
cheat his neighbour.... He has changed his
market cart into achariot of thesun,” hegoes
on. Morality and Divinity areindispensablein
Emersonas' Dharma’ (righteousconduct) and
‘Satya’ (truth) areindispensableinthelndian
religio-philosophica context. InEmerson’sview
morality impliesspiritual strength which will
enable man to ascend to God in due course.

Emerson already started writing to hisjournals
inthetrue spirit of an oriental Rishi that “the
highest revelationisthat Godisinevery man”.
He also observed that “ To thistruth welook
when we say, Reverence thyself. Be true to
thysdlf” etc., echoing the Kenopanishad which
says, “ Brahman isthe adorable Being in all
beings.” Alsoherecognised “thedread universal
essence,” “thesupremeBeaing” permeatingin
andthrough the creation somewhat likeArjuna
who saw asimilar Form of theLord at 11:20
B.G Aganhesad*“Thereisnever abeginning,
there is never an end, to this inexplicable
continuity of thisweb of God” (Creation) just
like Sankara who observed “the world is
without beginning” etc, and God spinsitas“the
spider spinsitsweb fromitsown substance.”
Hediscovered that man and Nature* proceed
fromoneroot.. the soul of hissoul” whichis
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God, asalso stated in the K athopani shad that
“ThisUniverseisatree....itsroot aoft.” Then
he perceived that “the universeiscomposed of
Nature and the Soul” and Nature existsas a
‘Discipling for mangrivingtolead himback to
thespirit by teaching himto transcend her, asit
is taught by the great Sankhya philosophy.
Finally he realised that “know thyself” and
“study Nature’ becomeat last one maximum”

- a discovery also mentioned in the
Swetasvatara Upanishad, reflecting the
Onenessof Being inthe Advaita Vedanta.

Thusdescribing theexperienceof hisunionwith
the Supreme Being Emerson writes“my head
bathed by theblitheair, and upliftedinto Infinite
gpace—all mean egotism vanishes. | becomea
transparent eye-bal 1; | am nothing; | seeall.
Thecurrentsof the Universal Being circulate
through me; | am part and parcel of God. | am
thelover of uncontained andimmorta beauty.”
This passage relating his experience of the
Redlity testifiestothe* Darsana or Revelation
Emerson hadinhisown soul. Thisisalsoan
example of man’ssoul expanding “to thefull
circleof theUniverse” aswasfoundinthecase
of Sukain the Bhagavatapurana. Any number
of passages can be quoted from the Upanishads
revealing Smilar experienceof iritua ecstasy
described as “ Brahma Ananda” or the
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Supreme Bliss. As the ‘I’..consciousness
vanishes, the witness state (Sakshitwa) alone
remains. Thisisso accurately represented by
the speaker’sidentification with theeye-ball.
Theindividua isreduced to amereinstrument
of vision asthe Real Seer remainsunaffected
by any other experiencethan seeing. “ Religion
means Realisation” and “Realisation is the
annihilation of the self” according to
Vivekananda. The self is lost here in
acknowledging itsdlf asthe SupremeBeing. The
Onenessof Being redised and experienced here
by Emerson once again provestheveracity of
the Advaita Darsana or thenon-dudigticvison
of thelndian Vedanta.

Emerson reflects the Indian philosophical
traditions in many ways. His method of
separating Naturefrom the soul asthe“NOT
ME" imitatesthe method of ‘ neti, neti’ or ‘ not
this, not this.” adopted by Yagnavalkya in
separating the Self from the non-Self. His
observation that “ Theworld —this shadow of
thesoul, or the OTHER ME...” etc., reminds
usof theversesof Sankara“Viswamdarpana
drisyamana nagaree tulyam,” “chaya
sareere pratibimba gatre etc. meaning that the
worldisareflection and shadow of the Self.
Emerson’sconception of thehold of Natureon
man’'sunderstanding reflectsthe control of Maya
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onthemind of manasmentionedat 7:14B.G
Histhree-fold classification of perceptioninto
the sensuous understanding which seesNature
as absolute, practical Reason which findsit
aloof, and pure Reason which treatsit only as
an appearance agrees with the Tamasic,
Rajasic and Sattwic types of perception
explainedin Chapter 18 of the same scripture.
Hisideaof the creation asthe growth of atree
fromitsroot or seed remindsusnot only of the
verse* Urdhvamulamadhassakham” at 15:1
B.G. describing the tree of the universe as
emanating from its Root above, but also of
Sankara’'s famous verse
“ beejaasyantarivankuro jagadidam”

meaning, thisuniverseislikeatree unfolding
fromitsseed. Histheory of spiritud influxesand
the"inexhaugtiblepower” dravnby manintimes
of hisintuitive perception resemblesthe concept
of “ Dhyana” intheyogaSutra. Hisargument
that crestionisnot ahistorical occurrencebut a
continuity “ proceeding each moment fromthe
Divinity” findssupport at 3:22 B.G where Sri
Krishnasaysthat heisawaysat work. Also
his observation that we “are linked to one
another by spirit” echoesthe words of Lord
Krishnaat 7:7 B.G where he saysthat heis
giving unity totheworldsas* athread through
astring of pearls.” Again hiswords" Every man
may become hisown philosopher” recalsthe
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verseat 10:11, B.G wherethe Lord saysthat
he imparts wisdom to his devotees as their
Indwelling Spirit. Emerson’s advice to the
materidiststo“hitch” their “wagontoastar” is
only the first step recommended in the
Bhaktiyoga. His observation that a man is
“adwaysspokentofrom behind” remindsusof
the Gayatri Mantra. His aversion for
controversiesabout thespritual mattersreminds
us of the Narada Bhakti Sutra “ Vado
Navalambyate” meaning that a knower of
Truth should not indulgein disputations. His
discovery that man“ishimsef thecrestor inthe
finite” takes us to the verse * mamaivamso
jeevaloke” at 15:7 B.G. conveying the
meaning that God'sown spark glowsin every
living being. Histheory of transmuting matter
into consciousnessisbut Sankara sargument
of turning “thevisibleinto theinvisible” by
dwellingintheworld of “ pure consciousness’.
Hisfableof the sot inthe street, carried home,
washed, dressed and laid in the duke's bed,
andwho on hiswaking findshimself theduke,
isjust anillustration of Sankara’'s aphorism
“ jeevo brahmaiv na paraha” meaning that
theliving being isnone e sethan the Supreme
Being (past hisignoranceor Avidya) just asthe
sot in the fable was none el se than the duke
(past hisdrunken state or dumber). Findly, his
discovery that man’srecovery liesinknowing
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thetruth about himself asGod (by an exercise
of his Reason) is just the reiteration of the
Vedantic maxim “ Jnanadevatu kaivalyam’

meaning that salvationisattained only by means
of theknowledge of the Sdlf or “ Atma Jnana” .

Emersonresemblesthe upanishadic sagesinhis
spirit of inquiry aswell asin hisdeep desireto
haveadirect revelation of God within himself.
Likethem he showed arare spirit of courage
and convictionininterrogating theworld around
him and getting at the ultimate Redlity behindit.

Hisinitial scepticismonly helped him establish
hisfaithin Godonamorerationa bass. Inother
wordsheadded anew philosophica dimenson
to Chrigtianity with hisresearchesintherealm
of the spirit. As a transcendentalist, he
spiritualised thewholerace of manwhichwas
exactly what the Upanishads had done ages
before. No wonder, then, Mahatma Gandhi
remarked that hiswritings* containtheteaching
of Indianwisdominawestern Guru.”

kkhkkkkhkkkhkkkhhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkik*x

Tara

Nepalese School Late 12th Century Collection

TRIVENI

of MrsA. Daly Dublin.
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JAN.-MAR. 2025



37

Literature, Media, Social Transformation
Andhra Experience
Dr. V. V. B. RamaRao

Once basically an elitist occupation and
preoccupation, aluxury and pastime of the
privileged, literature now has cometo be a
general pursuit attracting interest, provoking
debate and discussion, thanks to the speedy
democratization of literature in the post
independence scenario. Writershaveaflair for
observation and analysis besides powers of
creativeexpressonwith their ownimaginative
talent. They help peopleinthisnew stuationto
appreciate points of view, form opinionsand
cometo conclusions. Thuswritersbeganplaying
their rolemore effectively asshapersof public
opinion and contributorstoform, reinforceand
establishtastes.

The horizons of literary creativity are ever
expanding, taking into their portraya theever
widening human aspirationsand ever degpening
tribulations. Literary self-expression has
become an ‘elemental passion.” Post
I ndependence exuberance, hugeoutlaysof Five

Reprinted from Triveni Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations Souvenir - Febraury 2004
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YearsPlans, rgpidindustridization and manifold
growth of businessledto therich asalsothe
middle-classes to have surplus leisure and
aurplusfunds. Thisisevidencedinthegrowing
demandfor TVsandthegaining circulationsof
periodicalsinthe print media. Production of
consumer goods and consumer / durableshas
scaled new heights. Mediaiscoming in handy
for causing an advertising explosion. Peopl€e's
tastes and demands began to be plentifully
cateredto. Withmediaaidliteratureisclaiming
moreand more popular and massattention.

The Fourth estate hasto still further espouse
the cause of literature more significantly and
project cregtivetadent moreliberdly inthisnew
millennium.

The Press yearns to be free but Editors are
usually in chains. Policiesof newspapersand
journa stoo are determined by the management
and not always by the Editors themselves.
Market forcesget moreweight. The newspaper
managementswant drculaionfiguresand profits
togoup. Giveneditoria freedom, itispractica
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to expect freeall ocation of spacetoliterature.
Somedailiesdo not think it even necessary to
cary literary items.

The concernsof media, eectronicor print, are
many inthe context of thefast developmentin
various fields of human activity. Mediaisa
purveyor of information and dissemination of
knowledge essentially topical. It playsavita
rolein keeping peopleinformed withthelatest
happenings. All the peopl€ sconcernsaremedia
concerns, political, economic, social, popular
and cultura. Assuch mediahasbeenplayinga
rolein contributingto literature. What ismore,
it hasbeguninfluencing literary activity.

Literature nowadaysisaproduct for people of
al dasses not ditig done Theremay bewriters
who aver that thewriting isdonefor personal
sdf-satifaction and sometimesasatherapy. As
such it becomesaconcern of themedia. Print
mediahasadistinctivequality that themessage
put across has existence, relevance and value
outsdetheimmediate.

Now even serioudly cdled the Fourth estate, it
has emerged as an empowered sector, as
important asthe creative endeavour itsdf. Few
literary artifacts can do without somekind of
adfrom print media, beforeor after publication,
inthe present day context. Weknow the press
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is capable of making or marring reputations
thoughideally itisboth apromoter of writing
and the provider of an appetizer for reading.

Current concernsareimportant when welive
in troubled times. The spirit of the timesis
permegated with thoughtlessnessand an author’s
jobisto provoke, promoteand motivatethinking
withthefond hope of leading readersinto new
vistas of light and understanding, of charity,
tolerance and compassion.

The current concerns of our mediarelate to
socid justiceand condition of certain classes
of individuas, which aretoo striking to brook
neglect. Establishment of an egalitarian society
by enriching the content of the present
democratic set up hasreceived great attention
inour literary works. They areused asdevices
for social transformation. There hasbeen an
explorationfor new formsof expressioninthe
genre, in the lexical, stylistic and even
grammatical modes. Most of thewriting has
been intended for persuasion or prosdlytizing,
even in creative writing. There has been an
extension of the very purpose of literature.
Ancient Lakshanagrandhas and prosodic
canons have been giventhego by. Literature
has cometo betool, adevice, and apowerful
engine. Newer and newer ways of expression
have been put to harness by individual writers
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deliberately. Among the genres, themost popular
have come to be fiction (short and long),
biogragphy andtravelogued | withthemesredating
tosocia change. Even novellasand novelettes
ceased to be mere romances by packing
powerful messagesfor social uplift, women's
emancipation and constant and sometimes
aggressive striving towards real social and
economicequality.

Writing hasawaysbeen undertakenwithaview
to bringing about achangein how so ever smdll
aquantity or with whatever degreeof intengity,
or, for conveying a bit of information or
disseminating knowledge. Then, writing is
always against a background, political,
economic, socid etc., acontext, and produced
at apoint of time. Thereader goesto writing
for avariety of purposes, sometimesfor sheer
pleasureof gettingintothewriter’ simagination,
the point of view, the philosophy of life, a
possi ble message and so on. Thewriter today
hashistarget reader clearly inhismind. The
writer inthepresent day context isaproduct of
hisown times, hisown upbringing, equipment
and exposure. Hisultimate message could be
just personal or imaginative, or apleato attract
attention to his cause, point of view etc., to
provoke readers to exercise their minds to
modify their individud atitudes To someextent,
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asocia purpose, an intention to bring about
somekind of social change hasbeentherein
many writers. Of these some haveimportance
higtoricaly for theenduring effect of their work
during their own times and even much later.
From thewriting of the 20th Century, we can
easily isolate the powerful strains of social
reform and social reconstruction and
transformation. After 1947, the focus is on
socid equality, dimination of exploitation of all
kinds, gender - equality, economic
independence and so on. The thrust is on
enlightening our people, for thenationtoemerge
aspowerful inthecomity of nations.

Telugu has several magazines, published as
weeklies, monthlies, quarterliesor evenannua
numbers. There are publicationswith women
astheir target readership. Thesecarry short and
long fiction and some poetry too: Vanita, Vanita
Jyoti, for example There are children’s
magazines, which carry short soriesand poems
besides extremely inspiring information for
children and the young to shape their own
character. Chandamama, Bala Mitra, Bala
Jyoti, for example. Therearespecidized literary
magazinestoo Bharati wasaliterary cultural
monthly alwaysin theforefront. Though very
good and extremely prestigious, it had to face
closureafter half acentury’sexistence. It wasa
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sister publication along with Andhra Patrika
Daily and weekly founded by the doyen of
Telugu letters, Viswadata Kasinadhuni
Nageswara Rao. Andhra Prabha, Andhra
Bhoomi, Andhra Jyoti, and several other
dallieshaveliterary pages. Themoreprominent
of theweekliestoday are Andhra Jyoti, Swati,
Andhra Bhoomi, to nhame some. Among the
monthliesthe prominent onesare Snati, Andhra
Bhoomi, Misimi, Moos, and Praja Sahiti. The
last two named came up only afew yearsago
but have become established ones, largely owing
to their thrust on literary fare. Most of these
publish poems, criticism, reviewsand literary
interviews. Somecarry serializedlongfiction
as0. Thereareseverd small magazines, which
have come up not only from the capital,
Hyderabad, but also from severa district head
guarter cities. The Registrar of Newspapers of
Indiapermitstheseto utilize postal concessons
but not many of them appear to beusing it with
theresult that not all periodicalsarelistedinthe
RNI yearbook.

Duringthe 60'sof thelast century and | ater till
theeightiesroughly, novel wasvery popular with
scores of women writing long fiction very
competently. Theboomin serialized novelsin
periodicascaused aboominnovel publication
also. But today short fictionisthe‘inthing.’
Poetry isbeing favoured extensvely by thesmdll

TRIVENI

periodicalsfor it takes shorter space and then
thecirculation, though limited to afew regions,
makesthe publication viable. Poetry loversare
poetstooinvery largenumbersin Tdugu. When
| had to go through Telugu free verse published
during the el even yearsbetween 1985 and 1995
(asdf-imposadtask) | cameacrossnolessthan
two hundred and more poets, men and women.
| have a feeling that the media promoted
Feminist and Dalit poetry intherecent years.
But for periodicals encouraging them very
meaningfully, so many poetsand writerscould
not have cometo seelight or become prominent.
Thisisno adversecomment onthevaueor the
quality of performance of thesewriters. To get
prominent anybody hasto appear in publication
fird.

Short story, nove, literary pen portrait, literary
interview and correspondencefromreadersare
al includedintheDailies literary pagesorin
theweeklies. Whilethepart of thenove, or the
poem isbeforethereader, makingit possible
for himto formanimpression for himself, in
literary assessmentsand reviews, thereader has
to depend inthefirstinstance entirely on the
essayist or thereviewer of abook.

A literary text or abook hasto necessarily have
a set of criteria for evaluation (Review is
evaluation), which may be a kind of
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measurement testing, calibration or judgment.
Literary texts are expressions of subjective
thinking, analysisor argument to avery large
extent Objectivity and fair play to the extent
possible should be the guidelines for the
gpplication of known tenetsdrawn fromknown
and/ or established theories, literary categories
etc. Even atheory can be set up for thefirst
timeif the basi ¢ principlesand methodol ogy
thereinarehinted at beforeitsbeing appliedto
aliterary text. Without afirm adherenceto a
basicframeof referencecritica practicetends
to becomearbitrary, subjectiveand loaded with
valuejudgmentsattributableto prejudice. The
mention of the specific system of measurement
givesunitssignificance, whether avoirdupois,
metric or local andindigenous. Generdizations
arenot dwaysmathematica certainties. Blanket
and sweeping statements almost always
generatemorehesat thanlight. Thereviewer may
havetofind himsdf inindefensiblepostion if
elastic tapes and loaded scales are used in
measurement.

Thereviewer knowshisclientelemoreclosdly
than the novelist/poet/writer doeshisreaders.
Thewriter’sreachisfar wider than that of the
reviewer though sometimesitisliterary critics
and/or academics. Some from the newspaper
‘gaffers ontheir ownmakehigh gradesby dint
of their ownmeit.

TRIVENI

41

Newspapers, like makers of many a mass-
produced products for public consumption,
have to bear in mind reader preferences
acknowledging consumer sovereignty. Butinthe
matter of selecting booksfor reviewing, itis
heartening to note that the prestigious papers
review only ‘solid’ works. The'interview’ does
not givetheinterviewer, much scopefor free
wheeling, asthereview does. Thereisafair
opportunity for thereviewer to makeinsghtful
predictionsor posit acceptable generdizations.
What is more, the review has an aready
established format. Today’ sreviewersmay be
tomorrow’sliterary criticsnow inthemakingif
they arenot already that.

Implicationsfor writersand themediadealing
withliterature

Themost powerful and hencevery significant
part the mediaplaysisthrough reviews and
comments. Whilebasicdly introducing new titles
to readers, sometimes reviews make very
sensational reading sparking discussionsand
igniting controversies. With thereadership now
cons derably enlarged and knowl edgeableand
literature savvy, especially in the regional
languages, thereading public getting interested
inwritersaswell astheir writing demand the
judgment of thereviewer to beimpartial and
objective. Reviewersneed to be balanced and
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impersonal which they sometimes are not.
Writers too should be confident of the
acceptability, quality and content of their work
beforerushinginto print.

Litterateursarenot dwaysmediasavvy. Experts
in the print media need not necessarily be
literary critics. Inthe current practice of media
coverageof literature, reviewsand assessments
of individual works, or the total body of a
writer’s work, this is evident. In many
newspapers, especidly inTdugu, literary pages
do not seem to be competently handled to
project the achievement or point out the
loopholesinwriting. Thewholeproblemlies
here: what thereviewer saysgoesinto print and
the less discerning take the printed word as
gospd truth. Thewriter when hurt, and unjustly
too, hasnoway of hitting back or, atleast, defend
himself. Fromthereviewer’'sside, thetask is
sometimes salf-imposed for itisusually never
paidor padwell, if at al ispaid something. For
nothing, writers are sometimes damaged by
harsh, inept and hasty pronouncements made
by noviceswho havenoredl ideaof what their
‘averments’ (or, sometimes, unintentionally
damaging statements) are capable of doing.
Specidistsarenot easly availableevenfor big
papers. Regiond papersandliterary periodicals
with limited circulation onwhichwritershave
todependfindit difficult to get redly competent
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handsto handleliterary pages. New entrants
intothe professonwith no solid baseof literary
understanding yield to temptationto play tothe
gdlery or to makesweeping satements Judging
atext with asense of superiority starting with
theassumptionthat thereviewer knowstheart
of writing morethanthewriter, aresomeof the
pitfallsof inexperienced reviewing. Theplaying
field, if reviewing istaken as one, hasto be
ensuredbeingleve.

The current concernsare more humanitarian
than artistic. Waysaredevised to eradicate evil
practiceslikechildlabour, sexud discrimingtion,
to augment facilitiesfor the care of theold and
the handi capped, the visually handicapped and
under privileged sectionsof society. Theforms
of expressonrelaeasmuchtothegenresopted
for by theindividua writer, theparticular concern
inthediscourseheisat work onaswell ashis
mood and his tone and attitude towards the
reader. In almost all genres new forms of
expression are being experimented: Magic
Realism and Critical Realisminfiction, new
poetic forms like Haiku and Free Verse in
poetry, to name aprominent few.

While appreciating the need for the current
socid concerns, which have beenreceiving the
attention of authorsin al genres, | take this
opportunity to place before this learned
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assembly acoupleof pointsfor consideration.
We have concentrated all our attention on
immediateutilitariangods. Literaturedownthe
ages has been catering to satisfying the
imaginativeexploitationsof an enduring nature
also: for examplethe urgeto know about the
natureand goa of human existence, thereaion
between Man and God, the physical and the
abstract and so on. In other words, an other-
worldliness needs to permeate new writing
where aesthetic enjoyment for itsown sakeis
thegod.

Literaturehassevera purposesother thanbeing
aninstrument for socid change. Litterateursof
the distant past have kept in their mind far
reaching and sustainablegods. to enlightenand
ennoble, toimpart spiritua and universal human
valuesto helptheir fellow men order livesin
laudableways. Here| cometo the ennobling
spiritud vauesof far reachingsgnificance. | am
bothered by the persi stent thought that we seem
to be spending all our energies on things
immediate without spending even afraction of
them on the enduring, everlasting aesthetic
values. Thereisafeeling that literaturefaces
now thethreat of fragmentation with various
sections of society voicing forth their own
grievancesabout rampant socia injustice. This
may not be the case with literature in other
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languages. The present tendency in Telugu
writing appearsto be more sectarian and caste-
oriented thusbecoming moreand morenarrow
and parochid. | don't suggest that socid vaues
arenot important. Political Freedom had been
of paramount importance till we won it.
Aspirationstaketimeto berealized. Resorting
to vociferous and vicious attacks does not
grictly belongtothedomain of literaturefor al
time. Our readersknow how to distinguish the
‘book of thehour’ fromthe* book for all time' .
Thoughwearerightly worried about socid and
economic equality, itistimetolook back again
and go beyond immediate saamjikaspruha,
socia awareness, to amorelasting, soothing,
inspiring, abstract artistic awareness. Writing
that does not promote harmony cannot lay any
claim to belong to the domain of sublime
literature. Literary excellenceshould containthe
element of universality and evidenceacapacity
to satisfy higher yearningstoo.

Rasaanubhava of a higher order, which
enlivens leavensand liberatesusfromtheearthy
and immediate, should also be among our
present concerns. To providethiskind of writing
a special set of skills, insights and an
understanding of human existencein termsof
the spiritual plane, solid inputs in terms of
intuitive-imaginative efforts are necessary.
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Democratization of literatureisfully achieved,
thanksto the current political set up. Itistime
we as a brotherhood of authors turned our
attention to the more enduring and for that
reason moreva uableconcernslikeaestheticiam
and spiritudity. By dedlingwith artistic concerns
constantly trying to fashion few forms of
expressoninwriting, wecan hopeto contribute
our miteto real happinessand joy, insightful
understanding, morethoughtful compassonand
wisdom by making liferichand meaningful. One

effective way could be to re-evaluate the
classics with a large and open mind and
reinterpret themin fresh creativeworks. The
young, the uninitiated and newly educated
classes should begiven hel pful exegesesof our
time-tested piecesof literary excellenceinthe
light of our aesthetic categoriesto enablethem
to draw inspiration and attempt writing with
deeper nuances. Thisisby no meansan easy
task.

kkkhkkkkhkkkkhhkkkhhkkkhkkkhkkkikkk*
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Buddha, The Wandering Monk,

Colossal Copper Image from Sultanganj, Bengal
Gupta Period (320-600AD)
Collection of Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery

(Triveni Mar-Apr 1930, Vol |11 No. 2)
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ENDOWMENT LECTURE - 2018
M. Gopalakrishna

I ntroduction:

| deemit an honour to deliver theFirst Triveni
Endowment Lecturein memory of Latel.V
Chdapati Rao Garu, adistinguished principal,
educetionist, orator, writer and editor of Triveni
who was aphilosopher and guideto citizens,
teachers, studentsand adear friend.

Bornin 1923, Sri Chalapati Rao lived to the
ripe age of 93 yearsand passed away in April
2016 in Hyderabad. Hailing from
Machlipatnam, acenter of national fervor, he
wasinspired by thefreedom fighters. With the
death of hisfather, Shri Rao had to shoulder
the family burden. On completion of his
educetion, hejoined asalecturer in Englishand
served in the Bhimavaram, Eluru and
Raahmundry Government Colleges.

Reprinted from First 1V Chalapathi Rao

Endowment Lecture on 25" April 2018 at

\Vivekananda I nstitute of Human Excellence,
Shri Ramakrishna Mutt, Hyderabad

TRIVENI

Hisdirect recruitment asPrincipa of Shri Rga
Rajeshwari Govt Collegeat Karimnagar wasa
turning point in hiscareer. He served therefor
eight years, whichraised both hisstatureasa
good teacher and administrator and the
reputation of the College. He was posted as
Principal of PR. Government College at
Kakinada, which here-organized to meet the
changing requirements.

Hewas appointed Deputy Director of Public
Instruction, arare honour for ateacher who
had not obtained the professiona B.Ed. Degree!
Hemadethe Department relevant to the needs
of thestate. For Rao, education with ethicsand
valueswas avision, raising the standards of
colleges, a mission and action to provide
guidanceto teachersand studentshispassion.

Shri Raoretired from Servicein 1978, but was
sdlected asRegidrar of thethen Centrd Indtitute
of English and Foreign Languages(CIEFL ) at
Hyderabad where he servedfor fiveyears. He
wasassociated withtheAssociation for theAged
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and the Andhra Mahila Sabha. Life after
retirement wasthe most fruitful period of his
life. Despitelosing oneeyeinafreak accident,
and hiswife, heovercamethedisability and grief
by sheer will power, and dedicated hislifeto
the propagation of Indian Ethics, Valuesand
Culture. Shri Raojoined astheEditor of Triveni
in 1991 and selflessly served it for over two
decades. Sri Yabaluri Raghavaiah Memorial
Trust published eight of Rao’sbooksunder the
seriesof ‘ Culture Capsules.’

“Triveni”, theliterary quarterly, was tarted at
Madrasin 1927 with Shri B V NarasmhaRao
as Trusteeand Shri K. RamaK oteshwaraRao
asEditor. Itsreputation asaliterary magazine
has spread far and wide. Prof. Y Sreedhar
Murthy, the present Managing Trustee took
over in 2008.

Shri RamakrishnaMutt Hyderabad isarevered
indtitution and repository of Vedanticknowledge
andingruction. Itsmissionissdflesssarviceand
inculcation of Indian va uesand ethicsamongst
students and youth of India and the world,
through the Vivekanandalnstitute of Human
Excellence. Shri Rao used to deliver lecturesin
thishalowed hall.

ETHICSAND VALUESFOR NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Thefirgt Triveni Endowment L ectureon Ethics
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and Values for National Development is a
befitting tributeto thememory of Shri Chal gpati
Rao and doubly blessed asitispresided over
by Swami Jnanadanandaji, President of R K
Muitt. The subject isof enduring relevanceasa
link between the past and the present and
inspiration to create a better future for our
country.

India—A country and anation:

I ndiaisasub-continent and territorial entity. It
IS an ancient country but ayoung nation. A
country isaterritorial areaunited by geography,
socid, economic, politica structureand culturd
coherence. A nationisthelargegroup or groups
of peopleresiding inacountry and united by
common descent, language(s), religion(s),
ethnicity(s), history(s), culture(s), tradition(s),
consent, and consensus and united in thought,
word, belief, values, culture and collective
action. Suchamulti-linguistic, multi-religious,
multi-racid, diverse, plurdigtic culturd entity is
Indiawhichisknown variously asHindustan,
Indes, Indon, Indiaand Bharat and astheland
beyond theriver Sindhu.

A country, anation anditspeopleareusualy
consdered synonymous. A nation hasaspecific
identity whichisacombination of itshistory,

geography, geology, itsreligionsand itspeople
with their ethicsand va ue systemsand way of
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life. Itisalsoacultura concept of what other
people and nations think of India and what
Indiansthink about their country, themselvesand
other countries, nationsand people.

Geologically Indiaisone of the oldest parts
of the globe, the Gondwanaland mass, which
later drifted and becamelIndia, Australiaand
Africa. The Deccan Plateau ishometo some
of the oldest rock formationsof theworld.

Geographically, India is a peninsula
surrounded by three seas. Indiaisreferredto
as"“ Asethu Himachalam” land stretching from
theHimalayasto the seas. Our National Song
and Anthem “Vande Matharam” and “ Jana
GanaMana” proudly mention about theland,
rivers, waters, regions, crops, people and
culture of India. Indians consider India as
Mother and motherland and superior evento
Heaven! “Matha, Matrubhumischa,
swargadapi gariyas”.

Higorically, Indiahashad an unbroken culture
andcivilization of over 5000 years, sartingfrom
the pre-historic era, the Harappan Civilization,
Vedic period and the unbroken continuity till
date.

Culturally, itsinfluence spread all over the
world as the land of knowledge due to its
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reputed seats of learning like Nalanda,
Nagarjunaand TakshashilaUniversities. Its
scientific, religiousand cultural pursuitsand
achievementswerethe envy of other nations.
Its philosophy, culture and way of life was
carried by itinerant preachersfrom Indiaand
vistorsto Indiafromall partsof theworld. Its
diversity, soirit of religioustolerance, hospitdlity,
openness, spiritual knowledge, harmonious
economic growth and peaceful co-existence
with itsnelghbourswastheenvy of theworld.
It nurtured kingdoms, and some of the earliest
democratic and republican societies. It accepted
al fathsfromAnimismtoHinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism and other religionsfrom al over the
world. It traded globally and wasacommercia
haven for Arab traders. Early Christian
missionarieslike St. Thomasand the Syrian
orthodox churchtook root in Indiamuch before
it spread elsewhere. Parsisfrom Iran sought
refuge and settled in India. In recent times,
ideologies of Democracy, Socialism,
Secularism, Communismand Marxismhavedso
takenroot.

India’scultural influencewaswidespread as
‘Brihath Bharath’ all over South East Asia,
Tibet, parts of China and large tracts up to
Afghanistan and Central Asa, primarily dueto
Sanskrit, Pali and Brahmi textsonreligion. It
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gavethe concept of Zero, Vedic mathematics
andAstronomy totheworld and exported Yoga,
martial arts and way of life. Sanskrit was
developed asarefined language with itsown
grammar and syntax. Hinduismand Buddhism
spread dl over theworld from India

India strade was spearheaded by merchants
fromthe East Coast during therule of Cholas,
Pallavas and Kalingasto most of South-east
Asia Tradewith Rome and the Middle East
and China flourished as evidenced by
archaeologicd finds, artifactsand coins. India's
built heritage or its influence is visible in
AngkorVat in Cambodia. Itsliving heritageis
seen in Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Singapore, Laos, Vietnam, Korea,
Japan, China and other countries. The
“Namaste” greeting, names and religious
beliefs and stories of Ramayana and
Mahabharataand itsinfluence on language,
dress, and culturein many countriesaresigns
of India scultura influencethrough amity and

unity.

Studentsfromall over theworldflockedtoIndia
for education, professional skillsor religious
instruction. Indiaexported spices, silks, ideas
and scholars and imported gold in the past.
Today, Indian scholars migrate to advanced
countriesfor study! The nature of trademay be
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changing, but the exchange of knowledgeand
technol ogy continues between the East and the
West.

India slasting contributionto theworld areits
spirit of “humanity’, pluralism, tolerance,
acceptance of diversity, peaceful co-existence
and assimilation driven by itsidealist concepts
of “ Ano Bhadra Krithavo Yanthu Visawatah”
or “L et noblethoughtscometo usfromdl parts
of theworld” and “ Vasudaiva Kutumbakam”
that “theworldisbut onefamily”. Indiabdieves
that tolerance is culture, “Sahanam eva
Sanskruthi”

The world has shrunk with better
communicationswhiletechnology hasledtothe
death of time and distance. Wewereslow in
adoptingtheearlier threelndudtrid Revolutions.
We are now on the threshold of the Fourth
Industria revolution of Artificial Intelligence,
Robotics, Frontier sciences, Spacevoyages, 3
D Printing, genetics and the like and cannot
afford to miss it. Meanwhile, nations have
moved from dependence to independenceto
inter-dependence and now to Internet-
dependence! Local, Regiona and National is
now merginginto International. Local events
anywhere have an impact everywherein the
world. Loca hastruly becomegloba! Nations
haveto now become moreglobal in outlook
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whilebeinglocal, focal and wher enecessary
Vocal!

Uptill the 1750s, Indiawasaprosperousnation.
In 1830, it accounted for 23% of the then
World'sGDPwhile Chinaaccounted for 25%.
TheBritish ruleof 200 yearsimpoverished the
country. Only after Independence, hasindia
come into its own. It needs to now go fast-
forwardtofulfill itsdestiny and providefor its
citizens, rapid economic development and

prosperity.
India’sConstitution:

Indiaachieved freedom after theworld’smost
uniquestruggleinanIndianway throughAhimsa
or Non-violence. It framed the Constitution of
Indiain accord withitshistory, culture, ethics
andvaues. Theidedsof Indiaareenshrinedin
the Preambleto the Congtitution, which states
that:

“WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved to constitute Indiainto a
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secureto
dl itscitizens.

JUSTICE, socid, economicand political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith
andworship;
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EQUALITY of statusand of opportunity; and
to promoteamong themall;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the
individual and the unity and integrity of the
Nation.

Do hereby Adopt, Enact and giveto ourselves
thiscondtitution”

The Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles
of State Policy and Fundamenta Dutiesinthe
Congtitution elucidate India' saims, hopesand
aspirations, whichisto createan” Inclusive
Saociety” where Opportunity for all must be
provided; Competence built to utilize the
opportunity and Accessprovidedto avail such
opportunities to improve the Sandar ds of
Living which is the paramount need.
Successive governmentsin Indiaboth at the
Unionand Stateleve havebeenengagedinthe
nationd task of economic devel opment through
various Plans, Policies, Missions, Statements,
Schemesand Projects.

The faster and higher rate of growth of the
economy can alone ensure alleviation of
poverty, create more employment and bring
about overall improvement inthe social and
economic progress of India. Our economic
development isdependent ontheinterna rate
of savings, aculture of thrift and investments
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with assurance of good returnsand surpluses
for further investment to spur the rate of
growth. Economic success depends on
ICOR, theincremental capital output ratio.
Indiabeing short of capital hasto attract and
secure foreign investments in industry,
infrastructure, technology and managerial
expertise. Indiahas abalance of payments
deficit in foreign trade which has to be
bridged. India has seen rapid growth of the
services sector and steep decline of the
agricultural sector with static levels of
productivity and stagnation in theindustrial
sector. We have, of late, secured the highest
foreigninvestment in the world; and have
diversified therange of manufacturing to meet
both local and foreign demand. The
Government’s programs of Make in India,
BuildinIndia, Skill India, Digital Indiaand
Start-up Indiaare the new initiatives taken.
However, a lot more needs to be done in
skilling, re-skilling and up-skilling of our
peopletofitinwith thenew requirementsand
create more employment. Indiahasimproved
itsrate of growth of GDP to an average of
7% over afairly long period and hasrecently
even overtaken China's rate of growth, a
heartening devel opment.

India, apotential Power House:

Indiaisthelargest democracy of theworld and
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the second most populous country withalarge
demand for goodsand servicesand greater
potentid for higher growth. It isthefifthlargest
economy of theworld and poised to become
thethirdlargest. Peoplebelow theageof 35in
I ndiacongtitute morethan half the popul ation.
Thisensuresfor India, athirty year “window of
opportunity” amidst the world’'s ageing
population. We have to gainfully utilize our
human capital tofill the skill gaps between our
levels and that of the world in terms of
Knowledge, Technology, Strategy,
Performance, Productivity, Competitiveness,
Credibility and Leadership. This involves
development of Intellectual, Organizational,
Commercia and Socid capitd.

India’s strengths as a Nation are its
Democracy, itsDemography, its Diversity, its
Diasporaand itsgrowing Demand for goods,
services and technology. Its worldwide
Diasporaarethe source of ideas, investments,
innovations, technology, start-ups, and
managerial expertise. Itsdemand, both present
and potentia hasto bemoreeffectively utilized
toleverageitsgrowth. Wehaveto skill, re-skill
and up-skill our population. However, what is
lackingisDisciplineand sharper focuson our
goals and measuresto accelerate actionin a
time bound manner.
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The bane of India’'s progress is Crime,
Corruption, Communalism and Castelsm, and
atrocities on Women and Dalits. Even more
disturbing isthe nexus between corruption and
crime and the links between politicians and
crimindd Inpopular parlance, wehaveto bresk
the chain of corruption of Neta, Dada, Lala,
Baba, Bibi, Jhola, Haftha, Mamool and the
like. Corruption arises due to wrongful use,
abuseand misuseof authority for persona gain.
We haveto make Corruption whichisnow a
“Low risk-Highreturn” gametoa“Highrisks
— No Return” and pain and prison game.
W.GladstoneasPrimeMinister of England said
“itistheresponsibility of aleader to makeit
easy for peopleto do good and makeit difficult
to do bad”. This is required to eliminate
corruption! It also requires political will,
adminigtrative skillsand public goodwill.

Our drawbacks are the lack of Character,
Commitment, Courageand Convictionthat with
concerted action we can create our own destiny
and build agrest futurefor our country.

The policy and agendaof the country must be
National Development which provides for
universal welfareof the peopleby elimination
of poverty. We must provide equal
opportunities by way of quality education,
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including vocationd and futurigtic digita skills,
Better Health, Housing, Roads, Ports, Water,
Transportation, Infrastructureand Servicesto
help citizensto lead happy lives. We haveto
risein therating of the Human Devel opment
Index and move towards the “Happiness
Index” inlinewith India’sethicsand values.
Happiness comeswhen peoplelikeand enjoy
doingwhat they aredoingfor their own progress
and that of the Country.

Priority needs:

India has to monitor and keep abreast of
developments both within the country and
eventse sewhereintheworld that could impact
and impedeitsprogress.

Maintenance of Internal and External
Security istheforemost need, particularly, in
thelight of our past history asanationwhenwe
were subjugated for over 1000 yearsand our
recent border experiencesand the continuing
wars of attrition. “Food Security” for the
population has to be provided aong with
nutritional security, “Water Security” must be
ensured along with water Use-efficiency and
Conservation. “Waste not —want not”, drip
irrigation and re-circul ation of water, “ Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle, Recover and Refine” must
becomethenationa creed. “ Ener gy security”
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is very important and we should increase
renewableenergy utilization and provide power
for dl a affordablecost. “Ecological security”
by way of reducing pollution, green gasesand
utilization of waste and coping with climate
changeisessentid for agricultural growth and
productivity. Development hasameaning only
whenweensure*” Security of livelihood”. All
these securitiesareinter-related. Our task isto
ensurethefive” A” sof Avallability, Accessibility,
Adequacy, Appropriatenessand Affordability
of goodsand services.

Thesecurity of livelihood isemphasizedinthe
Human Development Index (HDI) of theUnited
Nations Organization (UNO) and the
Millennium Development Goalsand arethe
threeLsof Literacy, Longevity andLiving
standards which is judged by per capita
income. Indiaranksvery low on the Human
Development Index. Wenow havetheRights
to Education, Food, Employment, Information
and other services. Education has been made
compulsory up to the age of 14; but we still
have the problems of poor quality and
phenomenon of drop-outs. Enrolment at college
and university level andintechnical and Ph.D
courses hasto improvein termsof numbers,
standardsand qudity. R& Di.e. Researchand
Deve opment must becomeResult and Delivery!
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India needs to do a lot more by providing
employment andlivelihood through skilling, re-
skilling and up-skilling, “ Nityam Adhiyanah”
or continuouslearning must be our creed.

Gender disparities haveto bereduced and
removed. It is an irony that 50% of the
population, women, are not adequately
educated, enlightened, enabled, empowered
and gainfully employedto play their rightful role
inthesociety. Itisestimatedthet if al thewomen
inIndiaare provided gainful employment, it
would immediately increase India s GDP by
27% and the per capita income by 31%.
Specid programsfor awarenessand protection
of thegirl child and women should get priority.
Atrocitiesonwomen should get the severest
punishment. Women's representation must
moveup inlinewith their population. Inthe
western world, Woman isdepicted asEve, the
temptressin the Garden of Eden and cause of
downfall of man. InIndia, sheis” Shakti” or
strength and creation. We must empower
women and make them creative and
economicaly strong.

Devel opment of acountry will besuccessful if
itisinlinewithitsculture, ethicsand values.
Thedeve opment effortsand successof Europe,
US, Japan, Korea, China, Indonesia and
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Singapore are traceable to the importance
accorded to education including skilling for
manufacture, servicesand heglth and sanitation.
Thiswasmadepossbleby indtilling prideinthe
country’sheritage and vision of abetter future.
Progresscould be either devel opment oriented
or export oriented, but preferably aharmonious
combination. Self-sufficiency and sdf-reliance
must continueto beour priority.

Governance:

Governance comes from the French word
‘Gubernare’ which meansrule, but with the
consent and consensusof theruled. Governance
isthehigher formand sandard of adminigtration.
It isthe role of the captain of ashipwhois
steering and not that of the oarsmenrowingthe
ship. The captain is responsible to set the
direction and take the ship speedily and safely
to itsdestination. Governanceisthe compass
that setsthe direction and the clock that sets
the pace of progress. Governance requires
understanding of personal and public good to
steer the country. Gita advises Indiansto be
Satvik inoutlook and Rgjasik inaction for good
governance. “ Pravrittincha Nivrittincha”

Governance is defined as the philosophy,
policy, principles, processes and practicesfor
exercise of political, economic and
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administrative authority at all levelsin the
management of acountry’saffairsand utilization
of its administrative, social and economic
resourcesfor public good. It hasthe Palitical
dimension, represented by the L egidativeand
Electora process, the Aggregativedimension
of linking decentralized Panchayati Raj
ingtitutionswiththeLegidativeAssembliesand
Parliament. More Functions, Funds,
Functionaries and Focus could make them
vibrant. The Executivedimension coversthe
functions of the Executive; the L egidative
dimension enactsthe laws and regulationsto
help regul atethe conduct of nationd affairs. The
Socidizing dimensonwhichmaintainscordia
rel ationship among and between the peopleand
the Government. We also havethe Exter nal
Dimension which is concerned with
International  diplomacy, trade and commerce.
But the breath, essenceand spirit of governance

is“people sparticipation”.

Government istheinstrumentality through
which Governance is delivered. Our
government is emphasizing “Minimum
government and Maximum governance’. Itis
sadthat “if you havegood people, youwill have
good governance”. The delivery of good
Governance requires an effective and honest
Government whichisexpectedtobe” SMART”
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i.e. Simple, Moral, Accountable, Reliable,
Responsive and Transparent. Good ethics,
moralsand values meansgood administration
and business. A Government and business
without ethicsisaGovernment and businessat
risk!

Governance hasthreemgjor actors, the Sate,
the Market and Civil Society. The Stateis
thecountry or nation and Government. Market
is trade and commerce both internal and
externd and Civil Society comprisestheditizens,
mediaand non-government organizations.

Governancein Indiain thepast:

The*Vedas areamongtheearliest records
of mankind. “Vid” meansto know, tolisten
and tolearn. TheUpanishadsrepresent the
guintessence of the Vedas, while Vedanta
explainsthe purpose and end result of all
spiritual endeavour. Vedas are not a
compilation by an individual but the
distilled wisdom of mankind. WhileVedas
prescribed the standards, and leaders
practiced them, theRishisand rulerswere
expected to honour, maintain and continue
thetraditionsand co-relatethem toground
realities.

Thefour- fold path prescribed for peoplein
the Smriti wasto follow “ Shruthi” or the
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Vedas. ‘Smriti’, remember the Ithihasas
and Puranas, practice* Sadachara’ or good
conduct and follow ethical practices and
lastly “ Swasyacha Priyam Atmana” or act
in accordancewith theshrill voiceof one's
own conscience, thefinal judge.

Our scriptureslike Ramayananoted that India
comprises of ‘peoples of different races,
languages and cultures and needs to be
governed and welfareassuredina“just” and
“equitable” manner, “ nyayena margena
palayantham” and providefor security of life
of not only men; but also animals and wild
beasts. The state must deploy the services of
intellectuals for the proper and just
adminigtration of thecountry.

Governanceand Public L eaders;

People are exhorted to becomeleadersand not
followers! But “Unlessoneisagood L eader,
he cannot securefollowers’. Itissaid“To obey
istolearnto command’. Governancerequires
people to understand that “means are as
important as the endsto achieve our goals”.
Albert Einstein, the scientist remarked that in
themodern world, “thereisperfection of the
means but confusion of the ends’. We need
clarity of both the meansand ends.

Inthe context of falling sandardsof Governance

JAN.-MAR. 2025



and publicservice, Britain sat uptheLord Nolan
and Neill Q C Committeein 1997 to examine
therequirementsof leadership and the conduct
and character expected of apublic leader and
apublic servant. The Committeerecommended
that al publicleadersand public servantshave
to develop and follow theessentiad qualitiesof
Selflessness, Integrity, Openness,
Accountability, Honesty, Objectivity and
Leadership. Indiamust actively cultivatethese
gualities amongst public leaders and public
servants for good Governance and fulfillment
of CitizensCharters.

Vison:

Indiamust develop aNational Vision witha
perspective for the next fifty years or atwo
generationd plan. A Visonneedsmany Missons
which require Action. But it is the nationa
Passion aone that can drive and sustain the
Action. Such action must aso haved ementsof
compassion, dispassion and secure unity of
people thoughtsand action.

India has always believed that Vision or
K alpana must be backed by Sankalpana or
determination, followed by ‘ Parikalpana’ or
asound Plan of Actionand‘ Rupakalpana’ or
building the country and itsimageand ‘K arya
Nirvahana' or doing sincere work and

TRIVENI

55

“KaryaSadhana’ or the achievement of the
goal. Towards this end, the elders have to
guideand youth must become growth engines
and driversof progresswho propel the country
inthefast forward modeto itsrightful destiny
and make Indiaabeacon light for theworld.

Change M anagement:

We haveaglobal environment of uncertainty,
volatility, complexity and ambiguity. Indiaasa
nation can surviveand thrive only whenit can
changefast intunewith global needs. It needs
sight, deep insight and foresight and
preparednessto negotiatethegloba conditions.
Change is the only constant in life and
transformationistheway of life. Itisnot the
speed of changethat should worry us but the
slowness of our response to change! To be
successful, wehaveto* Read thechange, Lead
the change and Ridethe change.” Nowonder,
rapid and beneficial change is the thrust of
promisesheld outinthe manifestoesof political

parties!
TheGita'sUpadesa:

TheBhagavad GitaistheLord’'sown song and
sermon delivered through aprocessof didogue
and conversation ' Sambodhana Bodithant' .
It saysthat theleader hasto set high standards,
and follow those standards so that common
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people may emulate them. A Leader has to
exemplify and ssmplify matters. Hehasto be
Kingly outsdeand Saintly ingde. A king hasto
be actively calm and calmly active. Albert
Einstein when asked about his concept of
leadership, said “A leader is one who sees
amplicity incomplexity, opportunity indifficulty
and harmony indiscord”.

The Gitasaysthat aleader hasto beaThinker
and Doer. A leader must have equanimity of
mind “ Samatvam Yoga Uchyate” and that
Yogaislinking thought and action, leading to
efficiency and effectivenessinthework i.e.
“Yogah Karmasu Kaushalam”. The last
verseinthe Gitasaysthat when Yogeshwara
Krishnai.e. Lord KrishnaasYogi, thethinker,
joins hands with Arjuna, the ready archer,
decisive action will take place and lead to
assured victory, firm policy, weelth and success.
Our focus and action combined with Lords
blessingsisrequiredto securevictory.

Ethicsand Epicsof the past have stressed the
need for leadersto set high standards and put
themin practicesothat othersfollow them. The
culture, ethicsand vauesof acountry influence
its growth whether fast or slow. Sea-faring
nationshave awaysexcelled inglobal trade
and commerce. Migrationsover the centuries
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havetaken placein search of land, wealthand
livelihood. The ethos of acountry determines
itschoiceof development anditsdirectionand
pace. The English character wasforged onthe
play fieldsasfair play. Germany’sgrowthis
traced totheir nationa commitment todiscipline
enforced by the strict School Headmagters. The
staunch belief inliberty, equality and fraternity
led to the French Revolution! Unity of the
workers led to the formation of the Soviet
Union. Search for abetter life by immigrants
made the USA, the land of enterprise and
opportunities. Technological adoption,
adaptation and miniaturization with quaity and
value addition are propelling the progress of
Japan, Koreaand South East Asia. Searchfor
better life, dominance and recognition asthe
center of the Universe is spearheading the
development of China. Indiaasacountry is
big and must remain big and strong by forging
unity within and amity outsidethe country.

National Development requires clarity of
concept, context, content, connect and
communication of objectives. It asorequires
clarity of Goals, Roles, Responsibilities,
Resources available, Routesto be followed,
Risksto be assessed, Resultsto be expected
and Recognition and Reward. Chandogya
Upanishad says that only a combination of
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Knowledge (Vidya), Faith (Shraddha) and
taking into account attendant circumstances,
Upanishada and linking of themicroto the
macro needs can deliver success.

ETHICS, MORALS AND VALUES
ETHICS

EthosisaGreek word denoting spirit. Itisakin
to the Indian concept of life-force or Pranaor
Swasa. Thepracticeof ethosisethikoswhich
becomesahabit in courseof time. Ethosisthe
spirit of theindividual, family, society, country
or nationwhich influencestheway the people
and organizationsthink, do, act or react. Ethics
includes moralsand moral principleswhich
pervade all walks of life. It is society’s
mechanism of sdlf-regulation to maintain order
and good relationshipsinasociety. Itisuniversa
innatureand istheunwritten law which people
voluntarily comply with. Good conduct and
Goodness expected by society is Society’s
ethos. The Greek mottois* Logos, Pathosand
Ethos’ or every act must be done with logic
and pass on which must betempered by ethos.
Ethicspervade- our lifeas:

Personal Ethics is a person’s own ethos,
personal code of behavior and hisvalues. The
conceptsof “live, let liveand help live” and
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“Lovethy neighbor asthyself” and“Help ever,
Hurt never” haveto bekeptinview.

Family Ethics Thefamily isthefoundation of
society. TheEthosof afamily is“onefor dl and
al for one’ and“ United we stand, divided, we
fdl”. Theindividud “I” becomestheplurd “We’
inafamily. The Eastern and Indian ethos is
“We”, while the Western ethos is “I” or
individua which continueseven after marriage!
The Indian family adheres to the concept of
“Lakshman Rekha’ whichfixesthelimitswhich
should not betransgressed. Onaquery by King
ChandraGuptaasto thestrength of hisempire,
Kautilya told himthat theethicsof thefamilies
werethered strengthsof theMauryan Kingdom
as 'Matha’ or Mother represents” Satyam” or
Truth; “Pitha” or father is *Jnanam’ or
knowledge and wisdom; “Sakha” or friends
teach “ Daya” or compassion; “ Bratah” or
brothers and sisters teach us “ Dharma” or
Righteousness; “ Pathni” or wifeis* Shanthi”

or peace and “ Putra” or children teach us
“ Kshama” or forgiveness.

Professional Ethicsisbdlief in Truth, Logic,
Rationality and Public Safety. It requires
updating, up-keeping and up-holding thevaues
of theprofession, ecological requirementsand
public good.
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Organizational Ethicsexpect itsemployees
to adhereto the prescribed Code of Conduct
and ethics, andto comply withto thelaw, equity
and socia acceptance a ong with competence,
good customer care, quality, valueadditionand
publicrelations.

Public Service Ethics stressethe Five Es of
efficiency, effectiveness, equality, equity and
ethos apart from Indian-ness, Integrity,
Objectivity, Impartiality, Openness and
adherenceto thetenets of duty and serviceto
the citizens. Service or ‘SEVA’ represents
Selflessness, Empathy, Voluntarism and
Attentiveness.

National Ethicsisechoedinthesed and motto
of India as “ Satyameva Jayathe” or “Truth
adoneTriumphs’. Webdievein* SatyamSvam
Sundaram’” and “ Asathoma Satgamaya”. We
are also enjoined to “Satyam Vada —
Dharmamchara’ — Speeak thetruth and follow
the Dharma. Wewill now havetoadd“ Karma
Kuru” —doyour duty toit! Everythinginthe
world belongsto God and we should take what
we need with circumspection and not covet
other’swealth. “ Tyaktena Bhunjitha”

BusinessEthics: The purpose of abusiness
isto create acustomer, retain and delight him.
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Profit must betheresult of valueadditionwhich
comeswith quality, timely ddlivery, reasonable
priceand service. Priceisfixed by the producer
whilevalueisreckoned by the customer. The
brandimageisafunction of rdigbility, durability,
maintainability and after sales service and
customer care.

Businessrequiresnew idess, innovationsand
entrepreneurship. Successisdependent onthree
Csof Competence, Customer satisfaction and
Competitivenesswhich areinter-related. Ethical
businessrequiresusto combine quality with
delivery and service at the most reasonable
price. The ethics of abusinessisto meet the
demand by supply and serviceto thecustomer,
thenation.

MORALS

Morals enableusto distinguish betweenright
andwrong, good and bad, virtueand vice. Ethos
ismoralistic. Moralsteach usthat man must
grow from* Selfishness’ to ‘ Unsdlfishness to
‘Selflessness’ i.e. from Swarthato Niswartha
to Aswartha! The nation requirescitizensto
movefrom Swahitha to Svajanahitha, Anya
janahitha, Alpa Jana Hitha, Bahujana
Hitha and Sarva Jana Hitha.

The simple test to decide what is moral and
what isnot isthat if aperson does something
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and feelsgood about it, itismoral. If hedoes
something and feelsbad about it, it may not be
mord. All unsdfish actsareconsidered assmora
acts. Morashelp usto bring about unity inour
thought, word and deed. i .e. * Manasa, Vacha,
Karmana'. Morals represent goodness. No
wonder, mothersteach childrentolearnto” Do
Good, Be Good and Feel Good”. A famous
guote on Governance is “There is more to
Governancethan Governance’ whichrefersto
the moral principles and actions that are
important in Governance.

VALUES

Valueisan enduring system of belief or faith
which one follows. It is a persona code of
conduct and the preferred behaviour whichis
expectedinasociety. Vauesenableusto“Live,
LetliveandHelplive’. It alsotellsus“todo
unto otherswhat you expect them to do unto
you”. Vauesareanchorsin difficult Situations
and help you to remain stable and calm during
difficult and turbulent times. Good va ueshelp
inbuilding “Character” and good conduct. All
religionslay emphasis on the importance of
Character and Values. We have Indian values
and Universal values. Important Indian Vaues
are Satya, Dharma, Shanti, Ahimsa, Prema,
Nyaya, Gnana, Daya, Dama or Control of
ego, Dana or Charity, Yagna or sacrificeand
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Samathvaor Harmony. Almogt dl Indianvaues
areaccepted asUniversal values showing the
validity of our conceptsand practices. Albert
Eingtein, theeminent scientist said, “ Try not to
become aperson of success; but rather try to
becomeaperson of value.”

Indiahasawaysemphasi zed certain valuesin
business like Truth, Trust, Transparency,
Tolerance and Tact. Dueto rapid progress of
technol ogy, we now haveto add another “T”
namely Technology tothelist. Our inability to
adheretotheTs hasledto avoidabledisaster.
What ethics, moralsand valuesteach usisthat
you need to cultivatemoral sto begood, follow
ethics “To Be’, and values “to become’.
Education helpsus tolisten, think, question,
know, do, understand and |earn to become and
beagood human being.

Ethics, Morasand VValuestogether, strengthen

concord in society and ensure peace and
progress in the world. Christian ethics and
vauesemphasize Love, Serviceand Sacrifice;
Buddhism teaches peopleto follow the eight-
fold path, Jainism preaches non-violence,
sarvice, charity, loveandjustice. Idam preaches
One God and the message of brotherhood,
piety, prayer, fastsand charity.

Hinduism preachesunity of dl religions* Ekam
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Sat Vipra bahuda Vadanti” and that man must
grow from individualism to universalism.
“Waktitva to Vikasa Waktitva’. Hinduism
isareligion that doesnot claimto betheonly
truerdigion. It wantseveryone to beabetter
person. A Hindu can be a better Hindu, a
Mudim can beabetter Mudim, aChristian can
be abetter Christian and man abetter man!

Dharmaor Righteousness:

InIndia, Dharmaisconsidered the eternal or
universd law. Thenearest equivaentin English
isprobably Righteousness. Dharmaisdefined
as"“Dharmo Dharayathi Ithyahui.e. Dharma
upholds order in the society and “Dharmo
darayathi Prajah” that which bringspeople
together and bindsthem. Dharmais* Svayam
Bhuva” or self-bornfor societal welfare. The
King and hislawsand ordershaveto conform
to Dharma. A popular saying is “Dharmo
Rakshathi Rakshithah, Hathova Hanthi”
i.e. Dharmaif protected, protects—Dharmaif
killed, kills. InIndia, al lawshaveto conform
to provisionsof the Constitution of Indiaand
Dharmaasdecided by the ethosand conscience
of the Judges.

Ethics, Valuesand Cultureof acountry and
its economy are inseparable. They
cumulatively impact onits peopleand stylesof
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governance and management. I nthe Japanese
System, consensusbuilding, serviceand quality
isimportant. The European system accords
importanceto quality, ecology and delivery. In
many countries, priceisthedifferential. India
must developitsown brand and styleof I ndian
management whereethics, morasand vaues
aongwiththecultureof quality, ddivery, price
and service become our unique selling

proposition.

To'enculture’ the devel opment of businessin
India, wemust‘ Embrain’ ouridess, ' Embody’
our beliefsinour instructions, ‘ Encode’ our
logos, ‘Embed’ our Ethosand Valuesin our
systems, ‘Empower’ our employees and
‘Enculture and incorporate India and its
valuesin our products. We need to Belndian
and Makein Indiaand Enculture Indiain our
productsand persuadetheworldto Buy Indian.

Ethics, Moralsand valuesare passed on from
onegeneration to the next. It isimportant to
start teaching Ethics, Morasand VValuesin our
schoolsand devel op leadership skillsamong
students. Our scripturessay that excellencemust
come from within “ Athmana vindathe
veeryam” . Similarly “ Athmana Mokshartham
- Jana Hithayacha” —while seeking our own
salvation, we must secure the welfare of the

people.
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To succeed, students need to cultivate
“Praveenyam” orindividud “proficiency” and
convert it into “ Kaushalyam” or team or
collective" efficiency” and secure Saphalyam”
or “achievement” of goals. Studentsshould
followthe3Esof Excel oneself, Exceed the
expectations of parents and teachers and
Expand their horizons, their personality and
perspectives. They must know that meansare
asimportant astheendsof their efforts. Albert
Einsteinsaid “inthemodernworld, thereisa
perfection of the means but confusion of the
ends’. Studentsmust be not only Exam Reedly,
Employment Ready, Entrepreneurship Ready
but moreimportantly, Life Ready.

All persona and nationa devel opment requires
us to collaborate and cooperate for mutual
benefit. In business, we need what Americans
call PAL or Partnerships, Alliances and
Linkages. The Gita says, “ Parasparam
Bhavayanta Shreyah Paramavapsyata” .
We must develop good feelings and
rel ationshipsfor mutua benefits. Wemust dso
follow the Rig Vedic tenet of,
“ Sangachadvam, SamVadhadvam, Samvo
Manamsi Janatham” to succeed Let us
walk together, let ustalk together and then let
uswalk thetalk together.

TRIVENI

61

Thestudents must remember the Upanishadic
exhortation, of Swami Vivekananda, “ Arise,
Awake and Stop not till thegoal isreached”.
Toreachthat god, the studentswill haveto do
their Home-work, Har d-work, Smart work,
Team-wor k and build aNetwor k and know
never forget that itissncerework that achieves
our aimsand objectives.

They should also be aware of and marshal the
five God given Shakthisi.e. Gnana Shakthi,
Prana Shakthi, Iccha Shakthi, Deeksha
Shakthi and Kriya Shakthi” and to never forget
their debt of gratitudeto their Mother, Father,
Guruand God and our Motherland India, which
makesour successpossible. And also continue
to consider guestsas God in disguise. Athithi
Devo Bhava to create employment, to attract
touristsand earn val uableforeign exchange!

Maharishi Patanjali, thefather of Yoga Sutra,
the essence of Yoga, stressed theimportance
of purpose, inspiration and aspiration for
SUCCESS.

“When you are inspired by agreat purpose,
some extraordinary project, al your thoughts
break their bounds, your mind transcends
limitation, your consciousnessexpandsinevery
direction. Andyoufind yourself inanew great
and wonderful world. Dormant forces, faculties

JAN.-MAR. 2025



62

andtalentscomediveand you discover yoursdlf
agreater person by far, than you ever dreamt
yoursdlf tobe”.

If our youth and nation become conscious of
their potential, faculties and talents and
transcend limitations, they will becomegreater
personsand makelndia, agreat country, agood
democracy, a prosperous economy, the
polestar and cynosure of theworld.

| wouldliketo concludemy tak withthestirring
message of the convocation addressdelivered
7000 years ago, to the outgoing graduates by
theKulapathi of TakshashilaUniversty, withthe
mantraof “ Asma Bhava— Parashu Bhava™.
Beasstrong asarock inyour determination
and be as sharp asthe edge of the battleaxein
intellect. And if the edge getsblunted, go back
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tothehardrock of your determination and hone
it to the same sharpness so that we can fight
one more battle and win the war of life! Let
these two thoughts be the gol den weapons of
India, our motherland, Bharat.

Let me conclude by thanking the learned
audience, the Sabha, for the patient hearing and
concludeby echoing your fedingsthat Indiawill
grivetofulfill thetimelessprayer

Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah,
Sarvesantu niramayaah,
Sarvebhadrani pasyantu

Makaschid dukhabhagabhaveth

LOKAH SAMASTHA - SUKHINO
BHAVANTU
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On Shashi Tharoor’s ‘Nehru -The I nvention of India’

K. GopalakrishnaMurthy

Biography - Short and Smplewritten by Shashi
Tharoor, aNew York based under secretary
to theunited nationsorganisation and anAuthor
of good repute in his own right, makes an
interesting reading to the present generation of
readers. Many biographieson Nehru cameout
inthepast. The newly released one based on
authentic biographiesonNehruby  S. Gopal
and M. V Chalapati Rao and many others.
Tharoor consulted and took pains to gather
materia fromvariousrdiablesourcesandwove
thestory. Thenarrationisnove-likeabounding
in anecdoteswhich captureimagination. All the
ten chaptersarefull of historica happeningsthat
takethe readersto the distant past.

Nehru's early life right from his birth, his
education, hisfamily rdationshipwith hisparents
and other membersof thefamily isabeautiful
narration of eventsthat passbeforeour mind's
eyeasweread sentence by sentence. A stream
likeflow.

Reprinted from Triveni Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations Souvenir - Febraury 2004
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Thearistocratic ambianceinwhich Nehruwas
brought up since hischild hood hasbeen very
vividly described by the author. Motilal Nehru,
the leading lawyer, at the behest of Madan
Mohan Malaviya, received theblessingsof a
Yogi for amale child and the dream of Motilal
and theblessingsof the Yogi cametrue. This
book givesusaningghtinto Nehru'supbringing
and how hegrew until hewas sent to Harrow
for hisstudiesat theage of fifteen.

Now let usgoto Tharoor. “ An elegant house
named Anand Bhavan or (Abode of Bliss) in
desirableresidentia area, withmostly British
neighbours, fancy carriage, astable of Arabian
steeds, and awardrobe full of English suits,
many tailored in Savile Row. Jawaharla grew
up surrounded by every imaginable creature
comfort. Not only did he have Electricity and
running water in the house (both unheard of
luxuriesof most of hiscompatriots) but thefamily
was equipped with such unusud perquisitesas
a private swimming pool and Tennis court.
Motilal ordered thelatest toysfor hissonfrom
Englandincludingthenewly inventedtricycle’.
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Suchwastheprincely luxury amidst which his
child hood passed out. As achild he did not
show any extraordinary academic brilliance. He
evenwasknown asindifferent. Hewasbrought
up by thetwo British governessesat home. A
privatetutor the Irish French FERDINAND.
T. Brookswho taught him English poetry and
initiated theyoung boy to English classcssuch
as Scott, and Dickens, Conan Doyleand Mark
Twain. Hiseffortsto study Sanskrit did not go
any further than to read Upanishads and
Bhagavadgitain Englishtrandation. Hecame
under the spell of Annie Besant’stheosophy at
theage of 13. But thisdid not last long. Any
religious sentiments he nourished was dueto
the women folk at home who attached
importance to Hindu customs and religious
traditions. Hewasput in British public schoal,
Harrow at theageof 15. Oncemorelet Tharoor
say about public schooal.

By an intriguing coincidence some 15 years
earlier the school had educated ayoung man
called Winston Spencer Churchill who after
stintsin the colonieswas aready embarking
uponaprodigiouscarier inBritishpubliclife.

Though both Nehru and Churchill were the
Harrovians they had diametrically opposed
viewsonIndia Churchill oncesaidthat Indiais
neither acountry nor anation. It ismerely a
geographical expression. Itisnomoreasingle
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country than theequator. And Nehru anglicised
product of Harrow and Cambridge disproved
thearrogant assertion of Churchill and became
the chief Architect of modern India which
Tharoor brought out in hisBiography ‘ Nehru-
Theinventionof India.

Itisapart of history that thisprincely Nehru
came under theinfluence of saintly Mahatma
Gandhi and plunged into thefreedom struggle.
Thosewerethe dayswhen thelndian Nationa
Congresshad been run by the M oderates, who
were satisfied with ritual adoption of prayers
and petitionsimploring Britishrulersto do better
by India. At theinstance of Mrs. Annie Besant,
afriend of Nehru'sfamily, hejoined thehome
rule league and he made his maiden public
speech on 20th June 1916.

Thusbegan hispalitical lifewhich had westhered
many astorm sincethen. Tharoor hasdedt with
thehistory of preindependent eraand the part
played by Nehru with an analysis clear and
critical initsownway. Someof theincidentsgo
to provethat Matilal wasNehru'sphysical father
and Nehru roseto aheight and proved himself
apoalitical father of Motilal and madehisfather
feel proud of hisson.

Till thedawn of freedom therole Nehru played
was tremendous. He showed his mettle, his
devotion, hiscommitment and hisloyalty and
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stood by Gandhi. Hisindependent spirit did not
allow himto merely remainan‘Yes manto
Gandhi. Hewasfrank, fearlessand forthright
on many issuesthat came under debate. Even
when hediffered from Gandhi onissuesso dear
to Gandhi, inthelarger interest of the country
he reconciled himself. Perhaps this made
Gandhi say that hismantlewouldfal on Nehru,
but not on Ragjgji whowasearlier acclaimed as
his* consciencekeeper”.

India became free on 15th August 1947
maimed and cut into two nations. Jinnah’'s
obduracy, Hindu-Mudim unrest, Lord Mount
Batten’sdiplomacy led to partition. Jawaharla
Nehru becamethefirst Primeminister of free
Indiawith a14-member cabinet, with Sardar
Patel as Deputy Prime minister. These events
Tharoor, the author dealt with in lucid and
interestingway.

Nehru'slifeisaSagaof suffering and sacrifice.
Heknew norest. Alwaysworried, but alert to
redlities. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu on Nehru’'s50th
birthday sent her greetings, which says. “| do
not think personal happiness, comfort, leisure,
wealth... can have much placeinyour life...
sorrow, suffering, anguish, gtrife, yes, theseare
thepredestined giftsof lifeforyou ...youarea
man of destiny born to bea oneinthemidst of
crowds- deeply loved but little understood”.
This assessment was shared by even his
daughter IndiraGandhi.
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Hestruck fresh chordsof friendshipwith China,
which ultimately ended up in fiasco. China
attacked India. India was not prepared for
defence. The then defence minister V. K.
Krishna Menon a close friend of Nehru,
neglected hisportfolio. Thenon-aigned policy
of Nehru on one hand, the utter negligence of
Menon on the other, led to theIndo-Chinawar,
which ultimately told on Nehru’shealth. The
publicand parliament turned on Menoningteed,
not eventheloyal support of Nehru could save
him and Menon was forced out of the
Government. Nehru, let down by thoseinwhom
he had placed such atrust and betrayed by his
ownidedlismwasabroken man. Hewastaken
ill suddenly for thefirst timeafter Chinahad let
him down. Thisled to many other issuesinthe
country. OnMay 271964, adate astonishingly
foretold by one of his Minister’s favourite
adrologersHaveli Ram Joshi, Jawaharld Nehru
passed away in hisdeep after amassvestroke.
Sleep had come to Nehru at 74. The nation
mourned and wept.

A prolific writer Nehru wrote many books
including, Discovery of India, Autobiography,
and Glimpses of World History are some of
thebooksthat securefor himapagein history.
They remain classics marked by chaste
language and chiselled diction and afund of
information presented in cgpsuleform. Hemay
even beforgotten asapatriot and statesman,
but will always be remembered as a man of
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letters. With active and industrious habits he
workedfor 16to 17 hoursaday. Herarely fell
ill. He adopted scientific out-look. Hewas an
agnogticlikeBertrand Russdl. Hedidiked ease
and laziness. Hewasamodern saint strayed
into politics. Tagorelooked upon him asone
greater than his deeds and truer than his
surroundings.

By the late 1950’s Nehru was widely
cong dered apoor judgeof men; and not merdly
by hiscritics, even by hisadmirers. Hiscabinet
colleagueRg Kumari Amrut Kaur putit bluntly
that Nehru was not agood judge of character
and therefore easily deceived. He was not
aversetoflattery and therewasconceitin him
which made him at onceintolerant. Hisvery
loyalty to hisfriendsblinded himtotheir faults.
He could not be ruthless as leader and his
|eadership wasweakened thereby. But Nehru's
own conduct was exemplary. When atrivial
wesdlthtax waslevied on hisproperty heinsisted
it beassessed fivetimeshigher. Hischarismatic
personality mesmerised the crowds. They
looked a himwith aveand admiration. Whether
they understood him or not they remained
hypnotised gazing at him. In the words of
Tharoor | et us see Nehru asa speaker.

He had been known to leap of the stage and
physically attack hecklersin hisaudience -
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became an olympian presence at public
meetings around the country. Nehru made
magnificent speechesusudly with notes, but he
was not agreat orator. The British statesman
Lord Pethick-L awrence described Jawaharld’s
syleasPrimeMinigter.

“UnlikeaEuropean or American orator hedoes
not commence on abold or emphatic note or
and with a carefully prepared rhetorical
peroration. Hisvoice beginsquietly; aimost
imperceptibly likeapiece of Indian Music, it
risesto aheight of passionate pleading and fades
away at theend into silence. And hislisteners
aregreatly moved alike by hissincerity and his
resraint.

A globetrotter. He does not belong to India
adone Heisaworld citizen. Hewasdemocratic
ingpirit, aristocratic by birth, agnostic by belief.
Hesworeby Lincoln’sprinciplesof democracy
and Mahatma's non-violence. Heisnot free
from human weaknesses, frailtiesand failures.
He hasmeritsand demerits both of them are
mighty. They arethetwo facesof thesamecoin.
Thegrateful nation accepted him with both.

Thus, hebecame Prince Charming, Thedarling
of themillions. Toany discerning reader Shashi
Tharoor’s‘ Nehrutheinvention of India isa
Source Biography.
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