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TRIPLE STREAM

THE SUPER HEROINE - A PROFILE

D. Ranga Rao*

A star sang and danced in the
heavens and a girl child was born on 7-9-
1925 in Doddavaram village in the
erstwhile Guntur district, Andhra Pradesh,
in a traditional middle class Brahmin
family. The child's father, Bommaraju
Venkata Subbaiah was a stage actor and a
Karnatic musician and her mother,
Saraswathi, was a fair and good looking
singer who gave concerts in temples. The
father was a devotee of the Sun God and
named the child Bhanumathi as she was
born on Bhanuvara, a Monday. The child
was an active girl who sang sweetly. In a
school drama she played the double role
of Lord Sri Rama and goddess Lakshmi
with ease which surprised everyone. Her
father taught her the intricacies of Karnatic
music which she mastered with perfection.
Happy with his daughter's singing talent
he wanted her to equal M.S. Subbulakshmi,
the legendary musician of that time.

Those were the days when Indian
cinema was making its presence felt as a
medium of purposeful entertainment and the
South responded to the new media with a
couple of films in Telugu also. Enterprising
lovers of music, dance and drama planned
a movie on the evils of dowry menace
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under the title Varavikrayam. They were
in search of a young girl to play the lead as
Kalindi, a sad and singing role. As luck
would have it, thirteen year old Bhanumathi
was selected to play that part. She acted
the role so naturally that the negative role
she played made a very favourable
impression on the audience.

Young Bhanumathi grew up into
womanhood with grace, poise and dignity,
looking a homely type and continued acting
in films not by choice but by circumstances.
Her father was in search of a rich groom,
a singer interested in writing, a handsome
six footer for his darling daughter.
Bhanumathi, now in her late teens generally
obeyed her father but decided to marry
Rama Krishna, her hero whom she loved.
He was the Assistant Director of the film
Krishna Prema in which Bhanumathi was
acting as the heroine. He was a calm going
and an efficient person whom everyone
called nalla thambi (good boy) but of very
modest means. The young things got married
dramatically in a cinematic manner in a
temple in great style supported by their
well-wishers minus the bride's parents. Her
father okayed the marriage and wished her
well. The hero and heroine in real life
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proved that they were the star blessed
couple with happiness marked love.
Though the twosome were of different
temperaments, they made their marriage a
positive experience for more than four
decades. Bhanumathi wanted to settle down
to a quiet married life but she had to
continue in the film field because of her
talents as a singing actress of note.

She went up the ladder of fame in
the celluloid world singing and dancing
and it was the song that shot her into fame.
The song Oho ho ho pavurama. . . sung by
her in the film Swargaseema went 'viral'
and reverberated all over South India and
the North too. Her voice possessed a typical
resonance which made her singing par
excellence. Some said her voice was
vainic, others said it was violinic. This
unique quality of her voice which other
playback singers did not possess added
grace and weight to the literary value of
the song and its tune. She could transport
the listeners of her songs into the feeling
and mood the songs evoked. Each song she
sang was a specialty by itself like those in
the films Swargaseema, Malleswari, Laila
Maznu, Vipranarayana, Batasari and
many other movies of later days. Her songs
made the cine goers hum and croon them,
the present writer being one of them in those
days as of now.

At a later date she out-shadowed
established singers like Ghantasala
Venkateswara Rao, Chittoori V. Nagaiah
and the Tamil singing actor Thyagaraja
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Bhagavatar, producing the required effect
with necessary modulations in her voice.
She possessed the disciplined voice
needed to render Karnatic music. She sang
with ease folk songs and classical music
in Telugu or Tamil and songs in Hindi or
English with equal felicity and perfect
pronunciation. She said that music was her
breath, her oxygen. As a votary of classical
music she wanted to make karnatic music
popular among people and invariably
included at least one Thyagaraja keerthana
in every film she acted and sang it herself
incidentally fulfilling her father's desire too.

She soon became a top star acting
with top heroes of Telugu, Tamil, Kannada
and Hindi films and was paid a lakh for a
film, the highest paid for a heroine in those
days. She enchanted the audiences with her
smile, expressive eyes, tuneful and
mellifluous songs and impressive dance
numbers. She daringly played vamp roles
and acted with conviction whatever the
role, be it mirthful or sorrowful, comedy
or tragedy, historical or folklore.

Though not a stunning beauty, she
was very fair and had amagnificent
personality. Looks, acting and singing were
perfectly blended in her and made her a
unique artist. On the sets she grasped things
quickly and was reputed as a 'single take'
artist be it a song or a dialogue in a given
situation. She would improve
characterisation, a dialogue or a tune on
the spot to help the director to achieve a
better effect. As an artist she was a
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perfectionist and a purist. She never
allowed indecency, obscenity or vulgarity
in the films she acted. The heroes and senior
actors respected her. She acted in more than
hundred films in five languages singing
three hundred songs in her film career
spread over sixty years.1940-1970 was the
golden age of Telugu cinema and
Bhanumathi was the deity of the tinsel
world.

Bhanumathi was more than a singing
actress. She took to directing films with
characteristic verve and gusto and she was
the first artist to do so. She managed
effectively the Bharani Studio, named
after her doctor son, facing the odds
inherent in running such institutions. She
launched her mega production Chandi
Rani under Bharani banner writing the
script, playing a double role in the film
and directed it. She recorded the film in
Telugu, Tamil and Hindi at a time when
there was no dubbing facility as now. She
released all the three versions
simultaneously on a single day all over the
country with hundred copies and proved
herself the female Bahubali of the cinema
of her days. She directed more than twenty
films in her career.

The actress was endowed with wit
and humour and loved to joke and enjoy it.
Though her formal education stopped at plus
two level because of her film activity she
acquainted herself with the Indian epic lore
and improved her English to be able to
read and appreciate stories written by
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famous authors, Indian and foreign. She said
she liked the stories of Pearl S Buck and
translated some of them. In spite of her
busy schedule, she wrote stories in Telugu
which were published in popular journals.
Her stories published under the title
Attagari Kathalu were written by her in
all seriousness in the humourous vein.

Bhanumathi's attagaru (mother-in-
law) is not the traditional termagant but a
well meaning silly woman who thinks she
is knowledgeable while not being so. And
the daughter-in-law in the stories is again
not the anti mother-in-law type but a good
natured, obedient and intelligent girl who
respects her mother-in-law and runs the
family in peace and happiness. This
unorthodox depiction of the two typical
homely characters by the author was
something new and provided a refreshing
reading experience. The stories are full
of funny characters, incidents, situations and
happenings mostly invented by the author,
narrated in a typical Bhanumathi style,
satire and irony included. This book of
stories placed her beside the famous
humourist Munimanikyam Narasimha Rao
and reminds us of Stephen Leacock and P.G.
Wodehouse.

Yet another abiding literary
exercise by this singing artist is her auto
biography Nalo Nenu which includes her
reminiscences, experiences and views,
particularly on the cinema at the time of
her writing and her agony at the fall of
standards expressed in the concluding
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pages. The narration runs in a racy style
making it an unputdownable work. With
these two works she carved for herself a
place among the 'women of letters' of
Andhra Pradesh, as a highly readable
author.

She won the Sahitya Academi
award for Attagari Kathalu while the
Central Government honoured her with
Swarna Kamalm for her autobiography
Nalo Nenu.

Bhanumathi was considered
haughty and arrogant by many. She was also
aware of the complaint. She said she was
like that to keep the male chauvinists at bay.
She explained that it was not arrogance but
self confidence born of conviction. People
known to her closely said it was worthy
pride like that of the eminent poet Kavi
Samrat Viswanatha Satyanarayana,
deserving pride arising out of merit. She
clashed with mighty men of the cine world
but was friendly with them all the same.

She no doubt possessed a
commanding and attractive personality and
heroes like N.T. Rama Rao, A. Nageswara
Rao, M.G. Ramachandran, Shivaji
Ganeshan and even the character actor S.V.
Ranga Rao paled into the background in
some sequences. This dominance was not
cultivated by her deliberately. It was her
natural screen presence that produced such
an impact. Talking of her talent as an actress
film critics placed her with Hollywood
heroines of those days. In her later years
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too, playing elderly roles she out-classed
the young actors. In her second and third
innings she tended to overact and this
phenomena was observed in N.T. Rama
Rao and Nagaiah too but it was called a
style of acting to suit the masses

A few of her utterances may not be
out of context which reveal her mind and
heart.

"I don't feel great with the Padma Shri
Award. I've been a Padma Shri from my
young age."

"Don't ask me what I am doing. Ask me
what [ am not doing".

When someone said she acted with big
heroes she said

"I have not acted with them. They acted with
me."

"I am not sorry I was not given the Dada
Sahib Award. I am Dada Sahib Phalke
myself." (She was one of the three finalists
but missed the award)..

When she was told that she won an award
her reaction:

"Very good. A good decision has been
taken. It shows good taste!"

"There is none like Bhanumathi. Perhaps
none like her would be born".

"If T had acted as the heroine of the film
Missamma the cine world would have
missed the talent of a good actress like
Savitri."

Bhanumathi was a typical middle

class Telugu girl who kept away from
aristocratic life style and such circles in
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spite of her riches. She sounded harsh but
was kind and considerate, loving and
affectionate. When asked by an admirer to
sing for her, she would readily render a
Thyagaraja Keerthana for the unknown
visitor. She was essentially a family woman
who was interested in yoga, meditation,
religious rites etc. and observed festivities
including annual doll exhibitions at home.
She had a good knowledge of astrology and
could read a palm correctly. She liked
gardening and grew fruit trees in the
backyard and tended cows. She was
connected with social organizations and
converted her Bharani Studio into a school.

During the hey days of her
cinematic career she interacted with
Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Indira Gandhi, Dr.
Shankardayal Sharma and other celebrities
from whom she received awards. Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan was her fan and had asked
her to contest for the Parliament from
Ongole constituency. She was the first South
Indian artist to receive the Padma shri
award. Earlier she was awarded the
Nadippukku Elakkanam title (Grammar of
Acting) from the Tamil Nadu Government.
She was made the Principal of the
prestigious Madras Music College which
post she held with distinction. The Andhra
and Sri Venkateswara Universities
awarded her honorary doctorates when she
was hardly fifty. She bagged the
Raghupathy Venkayya award and Swarna

Kamalam for her autobiography Nalo Nenu
from the Central Government and Padma
Bhushan in 2000 and finally the NTR
National Award in 2004 to name a few.

She achieved greatness by inherent
talent, hard work, determination and stands
tall among women artists of the country and
perhaps the world. She was an actor, a
singer, music director, director of movies,
a script writer, writer of stories, producer,
studio manager, an astrologer, a palmist, a
painter, a good friend and a good host and
above all a happy and successful housewife
and many more in her busy life. Off the sets
she never put on makeup. No wonder she
was called 'eight-in-one' - ashtavadhani
most aptly by people known to her. For
being 'the most versatile and multi faceted
genius' she deserves a bronze statue in
Amaravathi, the capital of Andhra Pradesh

When the Telugu cinema left
Madras (now Chennai) some years ago and
made Hyderabad its home, the Telugu girl
Bhanumathi stayed back in Madras. It is a
little ironical that she was more honoured
by Tamilians and Tamil cinema than the
Telugu movie world.

The star that sang and danced in the
heavens called Bhanumathi back and she
packed up and left us on 24-12-2015
leaving behind pleasant memories.

kekek
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TEARFUL FAREWELL TO SOLDIERS

Dr. K.Rajamouly*

Soldiers are for the nation
For the nation's protection

On the border, in attention,
Well performance of duties,
Ever relentless, ever selfless;
Ready to die in the battlefield
For nation's pride and honor
In nation's grace and peace

It is the most welcome destiny
Not just for them but progeny.

They had a different reaction
When the cruel, brutal eyes,
The barbaric, terrific hearts
Resorted to ghastly killings

By gruesome terror attacks
Leaving their kith and kin,

All near and dear of theirs,

All fellow-citizens of the soil
Every heart on this dear earth
To inconsolable tears in flows;

One soldier had left home
With his promise to the foetus
In the womb of his life-partner
To arrive soon after its dawn;
Hearing the explosive violence,
The baby cried in the womb
All the babies joined hoarse.

* Professor of English, Ganapathy Engineering
College, Warangal.
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An infant in a hilarious mood,

Had lisped his father's name
While toddling, a tiny gun in hold,
Called his father to see him in play
When his father, no more to enjoy
His nice words and sweet smiles;

A bride, waited for a soldier
For their matrimonial union
For their honeymoon trip

As the novel step in life-ship,
Felt her heart hurt at the news.

The women waited at the gate
Glimpsing a bird in the nest
Waiting, wailing for its mate,
Lost in the storm of terror;

One soldier of prominence
Met with the fearsome fate
After messaging to his parents,
Ailing at the decrepit-old age,
To visit them soon, very soon;
They, happy for the message,
Died of shock at the sad news

Every heart felt sunk in woes
Every eye shed tears in throes
The world looked at the bodies,
All wrapped with the tri-color.
Creatures in tearful farewell
Wish their souls rest in peace.
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CREATING BEAUTY

T.N. Dhar 'Kundan'*

Once I came across in the Speaking
Tree supplement of the Times of India an
article titled, The Hand That Creates
Beauty written by Harsha Deheja. A
paragraph from this article is worth
reproducing. "The potter's wheel, the needle
of the embroiderer, the mould of the textile
block printer, the brush of the kalamkari
maker, the chisel of the sculptor, the kalam
of the calligrapher, the spindle of the
weaver, the adept hands of the flower seller
making garlands, the tender hands of a young
girl learning the first steps of handling cow
dung and the bare hands of the housewife
making rangolis, these are the basic tools
of akritis and are a testament to human
creativity. ' The author has made a statement
illustrated by the above paragraph that 'the
hand is central in any artistic creation. He
goes on to describe the role of the human
hand in creating beauty and adds that,
'hands, thus have a language and a voice, a
music and a thythm, a song and a dance, a
story and a message and all this through the
akritis, that they produce.'

No doubt that this H, the human
hand is a powerful tool for the creativity of
an artist. But, there are two other H's that
cannot be ignored nor can their role in

* Writer, Benguluru
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creating beauty and conceiving and judging
beauty be under estimated. These are Heart
and Head and together with the Hands they
form a trio which is paramount in this whole
process. While the hand executes, the head
conceives, sifts and chooses and the heart
views the entire spectrum with compassion
and feeling. Let us not forget that beauty is
as subjective as it is objective. In fact in
the balance of evaluation the subjective
side may usually be heavier than the
objective one. For the creation of a piece
of beauty the role of the head and heart is,
therefore, vital and important. When we see,
study and observe the world around us, it
gets stored in our mind and consciously or
unconsciously gets sifted and categorized
through a mental process that takes place
in the head. The selected portion or the
chosen category is conceptualized as a
piece of beauty and gets expression in
various forms of art and literature, poetry,
painting, sculpture, and the like.

The creation of beauty takes two
forms, one separate from the creator and
the other inseparable from him. When an
artist paints a picture on a canvas, when a
sculptor chisels a stone or a mould of brass
into a beautiful sculpture, when a poet
writes a poem or a novelist writes a story,
the created beauty is available to the
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viewers, readers and onlookers to be seen,
heard or read and to be appreciated. These
pieces of art remain there well stored and
preserved for a long time for generations
to take delight from. That is why the drama
Abhijnana Shakuntalam and the poetry
Meghadootam written by Kalidasa, the
epic Ramacharitmanas written by
Tulsidasa, the novel Les Miserable written
by Dumas, the drama As You Like It written
by Shakespeare, the poetry written by Khalil
Zibran, Maulana Roomi and the painting
Mona Lisa created by Leonardo Da Vinci
as also the sculptures by Karl in Stockholm
and the murals in Ajanta and Ellora are
immortalized in spite of passage of
centuries since they were created. Then
there are various dance forms, Western,
Eastern, Chinese and Japanese, et al. In
India we have classical, Bharat Natyam,
Kathak, Kathakali, Oddissi, Kuchipudi etc
as also folk forms like Bhangra, Mohini
Atam, Manipuri and the like or the Banda
Paether from Kashmir. Here the dancer
(Creator) and his dance (Creation) are
inseparable. That is why Shiva is depicted
as Nataraja, the king of dancers in order to
emphasize the non-duality and to show that
the creation is the manifestation of the
Supreme. In this form the beauty and the
creator of the beauty are merged into one
entity and are to be seen and appreciated
in that way alone. This beauty has to be
appreciated in situ and cannot be viewed
after the event unless through the means of
a video or a film, which is rather less
satisfying than the reality. These visuals are
appealing to the eye and penetrate into the
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soul to give a lasting feeling of eternal bliss
to the onlooker. These are breath-taking
spectacles that give us a sense of awe and
bewilderment at the universality of the
Creator and His splendor.

The thought that is generated in
human mind is evaluated by the intellect or
the head. This gives rise to discoveries,
inventions and innovations, which are
useful and beneficial and make human life
more comfortable. What is Shreyas or
beneficial is ipso facto preyas or attractive
or in other words beautiful. So the Head is
equally important in creating beauty. The
Heart too is important since it lends colour
of feeling, emotions and compassion to the
pieces of Art. The part played by the Hands
in creating beauty may no doubt be visible
but the subtle activity of the other two H's
is no less discernible in shaping a piece of
beauty or a piece of art. One cannot ignore
these two and one has to appreciate and
acknowledge their role too. Human life is
a beautiful piece of art. So are other forms
of life and the nature at large. The sprouting
dawn, the colourful dusk, the starry nights,
flora and fauna, the rainbow bridge, the
artistry on the flower petals, the rain drops
on the lotus pods, the dew drops and the
rounded pebbles in a spring, gushing waters
of a water-fall, all are master pieces of art
and beauty created by the unseen hands of
that Master Craftsman. This is the fourth
H, the He indicating the existence of the
Supreme Divine who is identified as
‘Satyam, Shivam, Sundaram', The Truth, the
Benevolence and the Beauty.
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This fourth H is beauty personified
and is the causeless cause of all that is
beautiful created by Him. This fourth H,
the creator of eternal beauty, is free from
the bondages of time and space. His
creation is, therefore, unlimited, infinite and
eternal. His canvas of activity is endless
and his creation is magnificent. We are here
to appreciate this beauty, which surrounds
us all around and thank Him for His grace
to provide us with all these marvels. We,
on the other hand, are circumscribed by all
sorts of limitations, of time, of space and
of scope. Our three H's, which are the
medium of creating beauty, have thus limited
canvas to act upon. Yet it is our duty to
create beauty with our thought and effort to
whatever extent possible. After all a
seemingly small piece of art and beauty
gives no less satisfaction to the self and
soul and is no less soothing to the senses. It
is like the light, which is useful and wanted
whether it is given by the Sun or a lamp or
emanates from the body of the glow worm.
God is beauty and His creation is beautiful.
Viewing, appreciating and absorbing this
beauty is worship. This worship has been
made into a treatise and a subject of study
and is called, Saundariya shastra, or
aesthetics. Having created beauty of
different kinds God has left it to man to
appreciate it. Even when a man becomes
instrumental in creating beauty different
people view it differently. It is here that
the subjectivity of the seer comes to play a
part. No doubt there are items and things
which are intrinsically beautiful but these
are appreciated in varying degrees by
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different people and by the same people at
different times and different places. Who
can deny that there are inherently beautiful
things in this world like the shining dawn,
colourful dusk, the rainbow, the galaxies,
flower petals of different hues, chirping
birds, crawling creepers, velvet-like grass,
blue skies and blue oceans, gushing waters
and silent brooks, lofty mountain peaks,
dancing peacocks and singing birds? But
even these are beautiful in various degrees
to different people. If a man is morose
nothing appears to him to be beautiful. If,
on the other hand, he has reason to be in a
good mood, he sees beauty in everything.
This brings another element in the creation
and appreciation of beauty, the eye assisted
by the mind of changing moods.

In our scriptures God is referred to
as 'Beauty' (Sundaram). The individual soul
being manifestation of the Divine also is
naturally a beauty. It plays a triple role of
beauty, creator of beauty and the
appreciator of beauty. When a seeker
realizes the self he revels in this eternal
beauty of lasting bliss. Then this soul
creates beauty whereas the head and heart
conceptualize it and the hands become
instruments of creation. Then this soul,
being the Divine in a limited sense sits back
and appreciates and enjoys the beauty thus
created. In certain cases the heart
conceptualizes a piece of beauty, the mind
and the head become the instruments of
creation and again the soul absorbs it
through various organs including the eyes,
appreciates it and derives lasting pleasure
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from this exercise. It is, therefore, rightly of sweetness, is sweet or in other words,
said, 'Madhuradipaterakhilam maduram beautiful.’
- everything related to the Divine, the king

kekek
SONG OF THE WORDS
Supratik Sen*
Words died a steady death. Then I sensed the pull.
Defeated, destroyed From my head

like crying waves on the sea-shore
wings of the eaglets that failed to fly
skin of the snakes useless, dry

mask of the mime covering the core.

I took care to shed them.
Attractive, deadly

alive as ulcer, tumors

I was holding them

using, chanting

but they were blooming

only on the page

through my pen

sounding in the air

throwing up,

from my teeth and my tongue
accolades and praises,

their shine and glare
cemented the walls of my prison
with no feelings

hidden in the words

with concern and care,

I was blinded, without vision
the real song, still unsung.

* Poet, Editor of Your Space, Kolkata
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in several strokes

with a never-heard melody
I was sailing off

deep sea, to its bed

from myself

ounce by ounce

waters broke

with nothing to cling on
nothing to renounce.

I came back.

The words ran into me
like long lost friends

I could recognize them
their songs, their tunes
meaningful

with what I feel

for what I fell

that wasn't love

for sure

just pronouncing hell
hell, hell and more of hell.

Now I have nothing.
But I have them all
the jewels out of the shells.
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OUR EXISTENCE

T.S.S. Anjaneyulu*

What all exists in the universe is
matter. It is elemental. It is ever changing -
all- vibratory and perishable. It is the
derivative and projection of the deep all
pervading changeless, imperishable, total
perception, ocean of substratum-
consciousness, on which it floats in its
dynamic existence.

Materialism

Mind is imminent in matter. It is
limited consciousness. But consciousness
is everything. Itis the whole mind (cosmic).
Says Nobel Laureate Physicist James
Clerks Maxwell "The only laws of matter
are which our minds must fabricate and the
only laws of mind are fabricated for it by
matter". Matter deludes. Materialism pivots
round the problem of mind and matter
relationship. It is limited to physical plane
- the wake state of consciousness but man
is largely his subtle body with mind and its
vagaries.

Cosmologist R.A. Millikan felt that
pure materialistic philosophy is the height
of unintelligence and in all material
progress the limits of philosophical enquiry

* Writer, Hyderabad
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slides into mere symbols. Adi
Shankaracharya uses the term midhya that
separates reality from the word reality
though they are not different. The
involvement of man in pure material,
grounds him in limited reality. Julian Huxley
felt that the errors of systematic materialism
paralyse the energies and destroy the
beauty of life. The great physicist Maxwell
in his satirical verse ridiculing the
shallowness of materialism of the
philistines wrote "If material becomes
useful, meditation becomes more useful".
Barry Commoner said that anywhere in the
world there is an evidence of deep seated
failure in the effort to use the competence,
wealth and power of human competence,
the power of disposal for the maximum
good of the human beings.

Adam Smith, the author of Wealth
of Nations wanted a society that would be
less violent and more civil and that
tempered human passions. He said that
everyone as long as he does not violate the
laws of justice is left preferably free to
pursue his own interest in his own way. He
believed in the harmony of the family as a
moral force and a source of personal
happiness where children learn self control.
He wanted a decent society "to feel much
for others and a little for ourselves, to
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restrain ourselves and to indulge in
benevolent affectations and efforts to protect
our human nature". Wrote Louis. R.
Stevenson in the spirit of Adam Smith that
he is a man of our times less because he
championed free market economy than
because he cared much more than free
market. He was appalled by the Govt's
ability to cripple the market and the
necessity of fortifying legislature against the
pressure of economic groups.

Peter Drucker who gave us
Management by Objectives felt that
successful concepts are not planned. They
develop when people are prepared for
opportunity and know their strengths and
purpose of work and their values. Knowing
where one belongs can transform ordinary
persons, hard working and competent.
Stephen.R.Covey emphasizes the
importance of character ethic over
personality ethic. Many eminent
management gurus like Dr.Zaltman, Adair,
Neils Frank, Charles Handi, Dr.Khera and
several others express the importance of
ethics, social and spiritual concerns in
management. Many of these remain only in
the books and not implemented in practice
today.

Universal Parents, Ancestors - Man,
Woman and Progeny

Purusha and Prakriti are
inseparable parents of everything in the
universe. One is the cosmic seed and the
other moola prakriti. So are man and
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woman though both are born through a
woman. Everything in the universe is a
harmony of the opposites - a tantra. Man
and woman are an existential split,
individually incomplete and together
become a whole. Here comes the role of
marriage of man and woman bringing them
to a whole. Here no one is more or less but
have their relevant evolutionary cosmic
ordained roles. They are aspects of Sun
and Moon respectively. These aspects are
reflected in their gender brains and our
pranic flow involving Pingala (Solar) and
Ida (Lunar) our spinal nerves. So a man
and woman are their biologies influenced
by their psychologies. The father through Y
chromosome propagates the primary DNA
to the progeny and the mother sustains the
child through epigenes. Her biology and
psychology are securely grounded in
ecology. She has intrinsic parenting role of
universal mother through her maternal
protein roles.

A mother is more than a woman.
The moment a woman becomes pregnant
God influences her in various ways bringing
changes in her biology and psychology. So
she has an influence on the child to come
from sex involvement, pregnancy, with
important pre-natal, natal and post natal
development of the child. Cell biologists
and geneticists speak about her pristine
maternal roles in development (physical
and psychological), security of the child.
She needs to develop control not only in
her food but also the thoughts she entertains
at conception, during pregnancy and during
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breast feeding to maintain the quality of the
milk to sustain the child. While a drop of a
sperm gives innumerable seeds the single
egg from the mother together forms the
zygote. Here the genealogy through father
and the environment to mother's epigenes
have arole blended in the progeny. The role
in parenting by mother is paramount
involving provision of elemental and
psychological energies through touch, hug,
smile, skin contact, cuddle and sound
besides breast feeding which not only
sustains the child through need based child's
food but also benefit the mother during
lactation. It is said that breast feeding
reduces the risk of breast cancer. People
now find that the quality of the milk the
mother gives is different for a girl child
and a boy child. It also depends on the
appetite and condition of health of the child.
The mother has a link through umbilical
(solar plexus) link and lunar material link
by breathing through the solar and lunar
nadis. Today the children are provided rich
food, better clothes, and not parental time
in their material existence.

Man and woman fit into their gender
brains and hormones. So it is appropriate
for them to take to their evolutionary roles
for good seed and fertility respectively. All
the rest is ego and intelligence. This needs
their taking to appropriate lifestyles. WHO
(in a report dated March 24th, 2017)
estimates that 13-19 million couples are
infertile in India. This has led to
mushrooming of IVF clinics across the
country.
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DNA and protein, structure and
function, mind and matter, primary genes
and epigenes work under the surveillance
of consciousness. It involves factors like
ancestors, behaviour of parents,
evolutionary roles and several other factors.
Gita asserts the role of food, sleep and
entertainment on one hand and beliefs,
thoughts, intentions are involved in good
seed and egg for better progeny. Here
chapters IV, VI, XIV and XV and XVII of
Gita are relevant,

Parenting of children is a full time
job for the mother. It involves her time and
attention and her psychological condition.
It is much more than providing rich food
and clothes, creches, that too in too early
in infancy and childhood to engage the child
in the very important impressionable years
of psychological development of the child.
A report in Hindu, March 19", 2017
published in the Journal of "Frontiers of
Psychology" points out that exposure of
children to video games is associated with
generation of sensuality in their early teen
years.

There is no greater sorrow than
improperly raised children who are bundles
of energy needing parental time and care
expressing love in various ways pumping
confidence against petty fears and insecurity
and development of interest in observing
nature - tree, bird, insect, fruit, flower and
leaf and so on. The child needs to develop
love and respect for parents and elders and
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love of God. Mother's constant presence
helps the child to overcome child
immaturity, sleep in confidence,
understanding what is right and wrong and
develop conscience. They need her
assistance in adolescent years, the period
of growth when secretions from the pineal
reach the genitals.

Women's education everywhere is
the most important. An educated mother can
help the child in development of cognitive
skills and laying foundation to
understanding art, history, music, science
in a holistic manner. She only can help the
child to develop biological, physical,
psychological, cultural, sociological
foundations through stories involving body-
mind, mind-brain, heart-brain linkages in a
subtle way through expression of love and
not authority and make them aware of the
importance of discipline, punctuality,
prayer, singing, chanting and so on.

In the past we introduced fertilizer
in agriculture to increase production and
progressively increased fertilizer input
necessitating use of various pesticides to
overcome plant diseases and ultimately
landed up with our bodies infected with
pesticide residues. We have come up with
the industrial age using fossil and other
fuels, drawing non renewable energy
resulting in global warming, climate
change, increased snow melting, rise in sea
levels, coastal inundation and so on. All
countries have been discussing this
problem since 1970s, that is almost fifty
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years, and have brought little action if any.
I don't know whether they can reduce any
deterioration of the situation.

We have come up with
globalization, liberalization and
urbanization. All that seemed as beneficial
to the poorer world resulted in exploiting
the markets of sale of various goods through
brainwashing the people through global
media. This globalization did not serve as
an enlightened idea. Besides reducing the
diverse cultural space of various national
traditions we are everywhere thrown into
a soup of market culture - change in
lifestyles, junk foods, carbonated drinks,
cosmetics of various shades, dress styles,
increase of pharmaceuticals and in several
areas.

We have come up with information
technology and brought in virtual reality into
our already "mayic" world of relativity.
Ancient people and modem scientists like
say Dr.Penrose and Dr. Bohm have
emphasized the importance of greater space
in the mind and reducing its gravity with a
scope for clearer thoughts but we are
clogging the mind and its spaciness in
various ways.

Our civilization brought several
material benefits but also polluted our
physical and mental space which we are
not able to reverse. All the adverse actions
have served in growth and progression in
the grade of diseases from pathological to
pulmonological and brought in stress
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induced rich lifestyle diseases - diabetes,
cancer and neurological problems.

Alvin Toffler questioned decades
ago of our technological change and said
that social upheavals mean the end of
friendship, love, commitment, community
and learning. Would not be the new
technological developments make our
relationships more dangerous and vicious
than today? Though material comforts have
evolved the above legitimate questions
need answers.

We have sent our old people to old
age homes and infants and children to
creches. Women leaving their evolutionary
function are taking to various types of roles.
The home is turned into a house of material
goods. The 'he" and 'she" return home with
stressed minds and palsied hearts. The
mother of a child who tends and feeds it
with ingrained love is missing.

Besides breathing impure air,
drinking impure water, eating junk foods
and clogged minds, shopping of imaginary
goods, we are now in for GM foods, video
games for children, drugs for sleeping,
suppressing menstruation and for personal
involvement in many ways without
relevance to time. If we have yet any
concern for God today, it is only out of fear
of disease, death or loss of property,
security and of growth in jobs and our
investments. What is missing is a steadfast
faith and strong intention in our acts which
are primary. Belief creates biology, biology
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influences psychology and neurology to rise
to higher levels of consciousness.

Man has to explore what is
explorable and pursue science and
technology to benefit man everywhere,
eradicate poverty, provide universal
education to create avenues for employment
and to raise men and women above our
bestial ancestry which peeps out in us in
it's up and down oscillation on the surface
of deep, untapped, inner ocean in us. With
our understanding of limitations of mere
material to attain peace of mind and peace
in the world through riches and weapons
of destruction, we may benefit by looking
within for a short while to purify our
affectations through love, service and
sacrifice aside our struggle in life and
living. It is desirable for the individual
being on one hand and the nations on the
other, instead of seeking illusory worlds,
attempt to restrain to live in a better way.

Can we repair the hurt and harm we
have wrought on environment and material
notions and sustain the peace in the world?
Does not man and nations have strength to
understand the gravity of the situation in
their camouflaged vision, to meet in
deference to the almighty variously say as
Jesus, Allah and Brahman and others to save
the world through global communion with
a consciousness that connects all through
same breath, love and humanity?

Besides our ancient knowledge of
Vedas, Upanishads and Gita and other
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religious works, now quantum mechanics
and biology are gradually coming to
understand that universal consciousness is
everything and is beyond matter and mind
in all its diversity. Without fear of death,
man has no limits, without fear of disease;
there are no limits for sense involvement
in the world. The world is a ghostly mirror
of reality and presents appearances in
various ways without being true to our spirit
in our spiritual ignorance (avidya).

There is a mismatch between
various ways of our living and the way we
have evolved from microbe to mammal and
from homospaien to anthropocene today.
Non adherence to universal laws, respect
to nature and environment, and the elemental
man will result in a steep fall from our
present level to the belly level of the beast.
Global population is increasing; people are
demoralized and are also not becoming
effective in choosing. Science and
technology besides providing material
benefits also condition man in the
superficial thrill. Man and nations have to
set up priorities by HIS grace to what is
important for the survival of humanity,
diverse culture, living in better levels of
consciousness and prepared to undertake
necessary restraints. Today everywhere
there is talk of stress, depression, feeling
of suicide and so on.

Says Julian Huxley in his Evolution
of life: Its origin and future in volume I -
Evolution after Darwin says - "what man's
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complete aim is seen not as survival, not
as material universe, not as a complexity
of organization nor increased control of
environment but rather fulfillment and
realization of more possibilities for human
species collectively more of its component
member individuality". Man comes into the
world alone and goes away alone after a
small sojourn here without knowing where
and when but serves as a brick of the family,
society and nation in the world. What is
needed is positive attitude and love. Most
of the distress of the world is for want of
love.

There is wisdom in understanding
harmonization of material and spiritual and
adherence to ethics, control of senses and
mind through pranayama, yoga and
meditation. Life is much more beyond
learning, earning and enjoying. It is also
beauty, music, values, love, compassion and
service and sacrifice. There is need to
strengthening the family, proper parenting
of children, protection of nature by proper
ways of living. They do not come in the
way of man's ambitions and legitimate
aspirations. He has to discharge his
responsibilities as a universal being to
ancestors on one hand and the progeny on
the other.

May consciousness provide us
understanding in humanity and nations and
necessary strength. Let all the world's
people be happy

sekeok
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POETRY-A REFLECTION OF LIFE

Dr. Chaganti Nagaraja Rao*

Poetry may be the result of the
poet's imagination of a world far away from
reality and may take its origin from emotion
recollected in tranquillity, but an
administrator, who looks at things from
practical point of view, considers poetry
as a reflection of real life with the poets
conveying a powerful message. Bibhu
Prasad's poetry gives an impression that
poetry is the poet's observation of the facts
of life and his reaction to them. In other
words, poetry is the perfect reflection of
the life of the poet.

Bhibu Prasad writes poetry to
recollect his nostalgic memories and
clothes them with general significance to
give his poetry permanence. He strongly
believes that poetry has a purpose to serve.
He does neither employ words to produce
an illusion on the imagination, as
Macaulay expects, nor his poetry is an
imaginative construction of a world
incompletely known, as Will Durant
opines. Bibhu Prasad's poetry consists of
only poetic expression of facts of life as
he observed from an 'Obtuse Angle,' and
he employs words to disclose truths as Plato

* Additional Director
Administration (Retd.)

of Municipal
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opines that Poetry comes nearer to vital
truths than history, since the poet Prasad
does not function like a detached observer,
but involves himself in it and brings to bear
his own reflection upon what he has
practically seen and observed. That is why
his poems are objective as well as
subjective: objective, because they convey
strong messages; subjective, because, his
poetry bears the stamp of his personal
involvement in the event he describes,
giving expression to his deeply felt
emotions. His poetry is a spontaneous
outflow of powerful feelings, as
Wordsworth defines poetry.

The whole of Prasad's creative
work is beyond the scope of this article.
For the purpose of this article only five
poems are chosen as they are relevant to
all times and all sections of people

A combination of a dynamic
administrator and an eminent poet and a
great cartoonist, Bibhu Prasad sees, in his
creative work, the funny side of the mundane
affairs and the dealings of a civil servant
with people, the travails of probationary
civil servant and so on.

He recollects the nostalgic
memories of his training in the Lal Bahadur
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Sastry National Academy of Administration
in Mussoorie. Unable to forget those days
he asks himself in The Drift:

It seems ages since

I left the Blue Mountain behind;

Did I cross it?

Did I not?

He, however, comes to the present times
and says about himself:

...I have reached

The unending plateau of shrubbery,
Where each day passes

Quietly and noiselessly,

Each page of my diary

Is filled inconsequential trivia

Scribbled with anaemic alphabet.

The administrator-poet describes his
routine:

As the day breaks

The dull smog of

Unspecific sorrows

And still born dreams

Settle down softly

And visibility suffers;

There is nothing

To look forward to,

And nothing to look back on

The eyes look a trifle

Tired and disinterested

Devoid of dreams, devoid of thirst.
(Spectrum, House Journal of LBSNAA,
1984)

On completion of thirty three years

of service he recollects the events of his
career in Autumn Sonata,
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..the journey...

Blue mountains of Mussoorie,

And after they are pitch forked into service,
they are surrounded by

Idiosyncratic bosses, cranky
Menopausal women, self-seeking
Masters and jealous peers.

At the beginning of the service the civil
servants are

....Skinny youngsters

With eyes fired by idealism,

who are gradually metamorphosed
Into overweight hypertensive,
Pragmatic pen-pushers with
dissipating spines.

In Death of Innocence the poet
laments that by the time man learns
everything that is required to live this life
his life time will be over, and he expresses
his anguish over the events of man's life
thus:

By the time

You learn the ways of the world,
The hard way, of course,

The whole life time has passed.
......... when you discover yourself
Standing out there,

In the battle field,

The battle you thought

You were fighting all your life

Has ended before it actually began.
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By the time you

Grow up into

A man of the world

The man in you is dead.

Even an officer of the India's
premier civil service is not absolved of the
insurmountable difficulties when he has to
suffer from diastoles of hypertension, as he
describes in, Haikus on Hypertension," due
to
Aggregated angst
Of decades of fighting
A losing battle,

Of creativity
Crying to be heard
Under piles of inane files.

And the officer is
Lost in a maze
Of incomprehensible jargons.

At one stage of life Bibhu Prasad
feels, Every Day a Friday, (the day of
crucifixion of Jesus Christ) when he asks
Pontius whether he is not tired of re-
enacting the scene of Calvary every day at
every place. And when Pontius's henchmen

Nail me to the Cross

A muffled sigh goes up,

From someone, somewhere,
And Man climbs down
Hanging his head in shame...

A summary of the select five poems
of Bibhu Prasad leads to the conclusion that
the passion, zeal and enthusiasm in the
members of India's premier civil service
prompt them to achieve something unique
to carve a niche for themselves in the history
of the government department, but always
unexpected vicissitudes lead them to
anguish, sometimes reaching to the very
verge of despair, which the poet expresses
in beautiful verses. The creative talent in
them, however, takes the form of poetry
among some of them while others record
their trivialities and tribulations in their
autobiographies.

You never laugh at a joke unless
there is some truth in it, (George Bernard
Shaw). It is the observation of a hidden truth
that makes the reader laugh at a joke. While
the cartoonist Bibhu Prasad makes the
readers roar with laughter at his cartoons
which are pregnant with facts observed
through an obtuse angle and mature with
wisdom, disclosing a hidden truth, his
poems are thought provoking. The
cartoonist Bibhu Prasad is witty, humorous
and jovial while the poet Bibhu Prasad is
serious, keen and purposeful, of course.

Prasad's poetry consists of simple,
vivid and brief verses. Certainly they are
not only a good read for the common readers
but a must read for all public servants.

skefeok
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TRUTH IN POLITICS: ENDS AND MEANS DISCOURSE

Dr. A. Raghu Kumar#*

If God held all truth concealed in
his right hand, and in his left hand the
persistent striving for truth ... and should
say, 'Choose!’, I should humbly bow
before his left hand and say, 'Father, give
me striving. For pure truth is for thee
alone. - Gotthold Lessing

While Otto Von Bismarck, the
conservative Prussian statesman said:
"Politics is the art of the possible, the
attainable - the art of the next best", Albert
Einstein, the world's acclaimed physicist
said: "Politics is more difficult than
physics". The one denies the absolute truth
in politics, and the other finds the difficulty
of finding even relative truth in politics.
Politics is pursued in the real and living
world, not in a sober and silent laboratory,
though sometimes the real and living world
also can function as an experimental field
by some social scientists. However for
many, both intellectuals and the commoners,
the idea that truth can be pursued or
perceived in politics is a big enigma.
Before Gandhi politics was always
considered more as maneuvers with ethics
at the end of the spectrum. Gandhi took

* Advocate, Hyderabad
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politics to high moral firmament. Post-
Gandhi, no Gandhian ever endeavored to
continue the experiment of search for truth
in politics, in the rigor of Gandhi. The
exigencies and expediencies do not permit
a practicing politician for such endeavors.
Many, even among those who claim to be
following Gandhi, find the 'means'
labyrinthine and hope to revert back to
means, after attaining the ends. Many
idealists failed in this process of choice
between means and ends ending up in
abdicating the very idealism which inspired
them into action. The great ideal of
'‘communism' or 'socialism' stands as the
bizarre historical experience in the dilemma
of means and ends. On the occasion of the
150th year celebration of Gandhi's birth, it
is a worthy exercise to look unto the truth
as conceived by Gandhi, and his means of
ascertaining truth.

Gandhi, a saint or politician? In
Young India 12 May 1920 Gandbhi replied
to such a question: The accusation was:
"Mr. Gandhi has the reputation of a saint
but it seems that the politician in him often
dominates his decision. ..."In his reply
Gandhi wrote:"... Now I think that the word
'saint' should be ruled out of present life.
It is too sacred a word to be lightly applied
to anybody, much less to one like myself
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who claims only to be a humble searcher
after truth, knows his limitations, makes
mistakes, never hesitates to admit them
when he makes them, and frankly confesses
that he, like a scientist, is making
experiments about some of 'the external
verities' of life, but cannot even claim to
be a scientist because he can show no
tangible proof of scientific accuracy in his
methods or such tangible results of his
experiments as modern science demands.
... the politician in me has never dominated
a single decision of mine, and if I seem to
take part in politics, it is only because
politics encircle us today like the coil of a
snake from which one cannot get out, no
matter how much one tries. ...

... T have been experimenting with
myself and my friends by introducing
religion into politics. Let me explain what
I mean by religion. It is not the Hindu
religion, which I certainly prize above all
other religions, but the religion which
transcends Hinduism, which changes one's
very nature, which binds one indissolubly
to the truth within and which, ever purifies.
It is the permanent element in human nature
which counts no cost too great in order to
find full expression and which leaves the
soul utterly restless until it has found itself,
known its maker and appreciated the true
correspondence between the maker and
itself."

Elsewhere Gandhi said: "The

whole gamut of man's activities today
constitutes an indivisible whole. You cannot
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divide life, social, economic, political and
purely religious, into watertight
compartments. [ don't know of any religion
apart from human activity. It provides moral
basis of all other activities, which they
would otherwise lack, reducing life to a
maze of sound and fury signifying nothing."
What is good and moral for one department
of life must be so to the rest. There cannot
be one individual truth, and another
collective truth, one private truth and
another public truth”.

The above expressions of Gandhi
reflect his understanding on the issues of
inter-relationship between religion and
politics, and the necessity of reconciling
the two areas. The West in its approach to
the modern State has introduced a clear
wedge between politics and religion, the
King and the Church, through an idea of
'secularism'.  Though the idea of
governance on the basis of secularism, and
politics as 'pure politics' distanced the State
from the issues of religion, ethics and
morals, the governments of the West cannot
be said to be irreligious, and the statecraft
in the West is frequently visited by religious
invocations on occasions. In the Eastern
countries religious appeals are always all
pervading. It's in this background we need
to further examine Gandhi's ideas on
politics and religion in terms of his basic
postulation - 'truth'.

Anthony J. Parel examines Gandhi's

philosophy as an idea of reconstitution of
the four aims of life-Purusharthas i.e.,
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dharma (ethics and religion) artha (wealth
and power), kama (Pleasure) and moksha
(liberation from samsara, the cycle of birth,
death and rebirth). Purusharthas are one
of the foundational concepts of Hindu
religion and constitute means of human
striving directed towards 'overcoming fate
and karma' and 'any of the four canonically
recognized aims of the life." "He (Gandhi)
belongs to the group of forward-looking
thinkers who want to explore new ways in
which the theory of the Purusharthas might
be made to work." Though the religion
had been the basic foundation of entire
Gandhi's philosophy, his idea of religion
is qualitatively different from conventions
and traditions, and his concept of the State
is quite modern. He had whole heartedly
embraced the modern idea of nation, albeit
a non-violent nation. In this respect, as in
some others, he was definitely modern. But
his modernity is an alternate to the known
meaning of modernity. As David Hardiman
in his seminal work "Gandhi in his time
and ours" argues that the difficulty flows
from the term 'modernity’ itself.

In Hind Swaraj (1909) Gandhi
attacked the common view that progress of
a civilization could be judged in terms of
the sophistication of machines, technology
and weapons, and the standards of material
comfort enjoyed by a society. Such
yardsticks ignored issues of morality and
religious ethics. In later years, Gandhi
accepted that in practical terms it was not
possible to totally deny many attributes of
modern civilization such as railways,
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hospitals, law courts, industries and forms
of government such as Parliament. He said
in 1926: "there is much we can profitably
assimilate from the West. ... My resistance
to Western civilization is really a resistance
to its indiscriminate and thoughtless
imitation based on the assumption that
Asiatics are fit only to copy everything that
comes from the West". The charge that
Gandhi was anachronic was questioned by
Parel, when he specifically draws out
attention to the Guajarati word Praja
invoked by Gandhi for nation, in his Hind
Swaraj. In contrast to religious and ethnic
nationalism of the type put forth by
Muhammad Ali Jinnah of Indian Muslim
League in his two nation theory, or by M.
S. Golwalkar of RSS in We or Our
Nationhood Defined and Bunch of
Thoughts, Gandhi's was a 'civic
nationalism' i.e., a political community
animated by the principles of civic
nationalism. While Jinnah uses the religion
for division, and Golwalkar uses the same
to fortify his idea of akhand bharat, a kind
of forced unity. Gandhi argued that India
was not a nation but a civilization. He
argued: "' have never heard it said that there
are as many nations as there are religions
on earth. If there are, it would follow that
a man changes his nationality when he
changes his faith. Thus (according to this
logic), the English, Egyptians, Americans,
Japanese etc., are not nations, but Muslims,
Parsis, Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, Jews.
Buddhists are different nations no matter
where born. I am afraid, the logic (on
which the argument is being defended) is
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very weak in maintaining that nations are
or should be divided according to their
religions." Thus Gandhi was not anachronic
and in fact more progressive and inclusive
but with different language not familiar to
the Western mind. Hind Swaraj can be
considered as the first comprehensive
political statement of Gandhi.

"To understand Gandhi's activity,"
says Romain Rolland "it should be
realized that his doctrine is like a huge
edifice composed of two different floors
or grades. Below is the solid groundwork,
the basic foundation of religion. On this
vast and unshakable foundation is based the
political and social campaign." He
continues to say: "In other words, Gandhi
is religious by nature, and his doctrine is
essentially religious. He is a political
leader by necessity, because other leaders
disappear, and the force of circumstances
obliges him to pilot the ship through storm
and give practical expression to his
doctrine."

Gandhi described his utopia as
‘enlightened anarchy' contends Vinit Haksar.
Sir C. Sankaran Nair (1857-1934)
President of the Indian National Congress
for 1897 and member of Viceroy's
Executive accused Gandhi of being an
anarchist in his book Gandhi and Anarchy
(1922). There is one frequently quoted
statement of Gandhi according to which
State "represents violence in a concentrated
and organized form" which is used to
fortify the idea that Gandhi was in fact an
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anarchist. Raghavan lyer also saw a
conflict in Gandhi's demands of truth and
non-violence and that of the State. Bikhu
Parekh holds that Gandhi was unhappy with
not just the modern State, but the State as
such'. But Parel differs with this idea and
says: '"The State according to Gandhi is an
institution necessary for the realization of
the values of artha." The fact is that he did
defend the State, the constitutional State, a
"parliamentary swaraj" and his State "will
be centralized enough to provide for
internal order and external security, and
coercive enough to meet all its
constitutional obligations." What he
rejected in Hind Swaraj and elsewhere is
only the absolutist and aggressive model
of the State, and the modern notion of
"national interest" as the supreme rule of
State conduct. However, he recognizes the
ethical supremacy and the primacy of the
moral law (dharma) over the State law.

Means and Ends: If liberation is the
end, it can have only liberating means.
Since his days in South Africa, Gandhi was
in search of a method or technique of
resistance which would suit his path of truth.
The technique must be in consonance with
the fundamental moral principles which
guide our other parts of life. In his
philosophy, life is an integral act, and we
cannot have one truth and one method for
individual liberation and a different truth
and method for social liberation. His
approach was variously called as passive
resistance, civil disobedience, non-
cooperation etc. But Gandhi was not
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convinced of any such expression, and he
ultimately had chosen the word satyagraha
which means the pursuit of truth and
steadfastness therein. The idea of Gandhi's
Satyagraha is 'a method in startling
opposition to that of our European
revolutionaries', said Romain Rolland.
The Western mind is trained to think of
social change only in terms of conflict or
contradiction of class interests and force
to resolve the conflict, and the idea of
appealing to the good conscience of the
opponent, though sufficiently Christian, in
practice of politics it was rarely invoked.

'Means' or 'the principle of purity
of means' is the essence of Gandhi's social
action. He holds that ends and means are
convertible terms. Ends are only the end
results of the means used. If the latter
deviate from the moral law, the end,
whatever its outward appearance, will not
be the one desired and worked for. If a
person is responsible for the ends he keeps
before himself, he is equally responsible
for the means he uses. "They say means
are after all means. I would say means are
after all everything." Gandhi's truth is
integral, highly experimental and ever
evolving, not static and defined forever.
From childhood till death his life was a
series of experiments in realization of that
truth, sometimes rescinding his own earlier
idea of truth. In his initial days Gandhi
believed that God is Truth. But he had to
change his mind for he later found that Truth
is God. In other words the 'Supreme
Reality' is Truth, not God. Truth has to be
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discovered and established through Truth
itself. Satyameva Jayate or "Truth alone
Triumphs" is one of the oldest sayings in
India.

However, Gandhi never claimed
that he had, once and for all, discovered
the 'ultimate truth' or 'was seeking such a
thing'. "The little fleeting glimpses,
therefore, that I have been able to have of
truth hardly convey an idea of the
indescribable lustre of Truth, a million
times more intense than that of the sun we
daily see with our eyes. In fact what [ have
caught is only the faintest glimmer of that
mighty effulgence." Pannalal Dasgupta, the
erstwhile leader of the Revolutionary
Communist Party realized that Gandhi was
indeed a revolutionary extraordinary.
While distinguishing scientific truth and
Gandhi's Truth Pannalal says: "The
scientific outlook precludes a subjective
approach. The vision of a poet or an artist
is essentially subjective. If we analyze the
scientific temperament of Gandhiji by this
standard, we will see how single-minded
was his pursuit and practice of objectivity".

Erikson says while dealing with the
inconsistencies of Gandhi's truth: "There is
nothing more consistent in the views of
Gandhi's critics than the accusation of
inconsistency: at one time he is accused of
sounding like a socialist, and at another a
dreamy conservative; or, again, a pacifist
and a frantic militarist ; a nationalist, and a
"communalist"; an anarchist and a devotee
of tradition: a Western activist, and an
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Eastern mysticist; a total religionist and yet
so liberal that could say he saw God even
in the atheist's atheism."  Even Judith
Brown said: "Although Gandhi's thinking
had an inner coherence, it was not always
consistent. In his view, consistency was
not a particular virtue, because he believed
that he should primarily be a pilgrim,
someone who was seeking truth, but who
at no time would ever see the totality of
truth. He was therefore always
intellectually and spiritually on the move,
learning as he went along, expanding his
understanding of truth and being prepared
to leave behind visions of truth he came to
feel were too narrow."

Gandhi's ideas of truth, non-
violence, his ideas of economics based on
manageable machines, the idea of
trusteeship etc., are considered as either
impracticable or absolutely quixotic and
utopian. But, the problem is, Gandhi's
views are an organic whole, synthetic,
integrating and reforming. "It is easy to find
logical inconsistencies in synthetic thought,"
said Kripalani, since, synthesis implies
the union of opposites, that would always
appear contradictory to formal logic.

Gandhi seeks to synthesis several
dialectical opposites viz., the theory and
the praxis, the ends and the means, the
material and the spiritual, the individual and
the collective etc. Gandhi poses several
challenges before the present generation
and mostly in our frontiers of political life.
He places ethical and moral strands of the
society more and above the political
immediacies. He looks conservative in this
area. He searches in the past and in
tradition for some solutions. Is there
anything fundamentally wrong in looking
towards a nation's past for the solutions of
the problems today? Felipe Fernandez-
Armesto, the British historian says: "No
one should ever feel ashamed of turning
back to tradition. Memory of what previous
generations have learned is the foundation
of all possible progress. When traditions
conflict, they need more care, not less: they
should be keenly scrutinized, not casually
discarded." For many, Gandhi is part of
our history and thus a tradition. Buta very
rare and valuable alternative tradition that
unifies the theory and practice by
emphasizing truth which deserves revisiting
again.

sekek

The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at
the same time, and still retain the ability to function. One should, for example, be able to
see that things are hopeless and yet be determined to make them otherwise.
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- F. Scott Fitzgerald
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MRS. MARGARET COUSINS (1867-1954) AND
INDIAN WOMEN'S RIGHT TO FREEDOM

Dr. Dilip Kumar Chatterjee*

"What is the value of your
education if it does not help to bring your
women folk to your own level? Don't you
realize that the country would never
advance or prosper if one half of it is
ignorant, backward and superstitious?"
Sister Nivedita.

It is the same question which was
put forward most emphatically by none
other than Mrs. Margaret Cousins, Sister
Nivedita's younger compatriot who arrived
in Indian scene just four years after Sister
Nivedita's death in 1911. Education is
always given a priority "for the ignorant,
backward and superstitious" of those Indian
women whom Nivedita and Margaret
Cousins had seen remaining isolated from
the main stream. Thus, both the Margarets
throughout their responses considered
education as both an issue of concern and
a strategy for achieving change in India.
Access to and provision of education are
clearly seen by them as the crying need and
the principal means to achieve liberation
of the Indian Women who according to
Sister Nivedita are almost half of the whole
population in the colonial India.

* Prof. of English (Retd.), Kolkata
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Obviously due to their time frame
of their presence in colonial India, their
approaches are not always the same. Sister
Nivedita passed away in 1911 and
Margaret Cousins and her husband James
Cousins arrived in India in November,
1915, the year which synchronizes with the
Gandhian phase of the Indian Nationalist
Movement. Quite naturally Margaret
Cousins' activism went further than Sister
Nivedita on all the issues of women's rights
and gender equality of Indian women.
Unlike Sister Nivedita, who had
disagreement with Gandhiji on this issue,
Mrs. Margaret Cousins was to work
closely with Gandhiji. Moreover, she was
a part of the Irish Horne Rule agitation,
suffragist militancy and socialist politics.
Before her arrival in India, she went to jail
several times in London and Ireland for
suffragist protests.

Mrs. Margaret Cousins (1878 -
1954) was born at Boyle, County
Roscommon in Northern Ireland. She
obtained her Bachelor degree of Music
from the Royal University of Ireland,
Dublin. There she met J. H. Cousins who
was also involved in the Irish resurgence
with W. B Yeats, George William Russell,
Lady Gregory, George Moore and others.
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She married James Cousins in 1903. Like
many other socialists in Britain at this time,
they were devoted not only to radical
politics, but also to feminism and
modernism in art and literature. In 1908,
Mrs. Margaret Cousins became Treasurer
of the Irish Women's Franchise League and
went as delegate to the 'Parliament of
Women' in London in 1910, where she was
imprisoned for throwing stones at 10,
Downing Street. During her stay in London,
she was in touch with the Suffragists, joined
their demonstrations and became close
associate of Emmeline Pankhurst (1858 -
1928), Mrs. Pethick Lawrence and
Charlotte Despard, the most representative
women leaders of England at this time.
They led the militant Women's Social and
Political Union before World War 1.

Returning to Ireland, Mr. and Mrs.
Cousins continued their interest in Indian
thought; like some of the Irish Revivalists
they became members of Dublin
Theosophical Movement and participated
in its meetings and were engaged in
journalistic and educational activities. In
1915, they accepted Annie Besant's
invitation to come to India; Annie Besant
was also from an Irish descent and naturally
she welcomed the Cousins help in carrying
on her journalistic and educational
activities. Mrs. Cousins became the Sub -
Editor of Annie Besant's journal "The New
India' the most significant journal, published
from Madras. She started the journal in
1914 and very soon it achieved a huge
circulation. From then onward, India was
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the Cousins' permanent home and both of
them were involved in India's national,
cultural and political resurgence.

Margaret Cousins' main interest in
India, however remained women's issues,
and after discussions with the groups of
Indian women, especially from South India,
where the Cousins settled, she formed a
society that became the Women's Indian
Association in 1917. It is this organisation
which was the genesis of the Indian
women's movement for 'votes for women'.
The first President was Annie Besant and
Dorothy Jinarajadas, an English
theosophist, and Margaret edited its journal
Stri Dharma published from Madras. Here
Margaret Cousins published numerous
articles being very outspoken and down-
to-earth on the question of women's rights.

Using her fund of experience in the
women's suffrage movement in Britain and
Ireland, Margaret Cousins organized
campaigns in Key provinces of India,
beginning in Madras and proceeding to
Bombay and Bengal; she arranged public
meetings, produced resolutions, lobbied
Indian legislators, and solicitators for funds
from Indians and foreign suffrage groups.

But her radical approaches to
women's rights and gender equality did not
satisfy either Annie Besant or a section of
Indian nationalists like Balgangadhar Tilak.
Disagreements on the presence of European
women as conference Organizers came up
in Indian politics. Yet Margaret Cousins

JAN. - MAR. 2019



remained undaunted; Margaret Cousins'
Involvement In the struggle for women was
unflagging till independence. Margaret
Cousins, being the Organizing Secretary of
All India Women Association organized
first national meeting of the All India
Women's Conference in Poona in 1927. But
the most important event organized by her
was the historic All Asian Women's
Conference held in 1931 in Lahore from
January 19th to 25th, which included
delegates from Afghanisthan, Burma, Sri
Lanka, Japan, Persia, with observers from
Britain, New Zealand. the United States and
Indonesia. The key resolutions of the
conference were concerned with equality
of status for women through equal
opportunities, equal education, the abolition
of polygamy, equal rights of guardianship
of children and rights of property, divorce
and adult franchise. It was indeed an
impressive list of demands, way ahead of
the times, but reflecting the major concerns
of Indian women even today.

It was this conference which was
the brain child of Margaret Cousins and she
bore the brunt of its organisation with her
untiring zeal and outstanding organising
abilities uniting all the delegates from all
Asian countries forging an indissoluble
bond of women. Dr. Muttulakshmi Reddy
in the 'All Asian Women's Conference
Proceedings' (1931) admits: "We in India,
look upon Margaret Cousins as our dear
sister of service, a citizen of the world and
- a messenger of love and good will
between women and between nations ... "
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She also appreciates her as an active and
enterprising worker for women's rights and
considers her, "an inspiration to us."
Appreciation of Margaret Cousins' work
has also been recorded by Kamala Devi
Chattopadhyay, who became one of the
leading Socialist women in the Indian
nationalist movement. It was Margaret
Cousins, who urged Kamala Devi to run
for the Madras Legislature and she
organized her campaign. "Her entry into my
life was of tremendous import" wrote
Kamala Devi "...for she was a seasoned
and practical worker who qualified to blaze
the trail for Indian women's freedom. She
was like a Guru to me."

Margaret Cousins, being a
"seasoned and practical worker" knew the
importance of political struggle to achieve
her goal. In the 1930s she became active in
nationalist politics and participated in the
civil disobedience movement, In 1932, she
challenged the ban on free speech by
speaking at a public meeting in Madras and
she was arrested. Her trial and sentence of
one year in Vellore jail caused an outcry in
India and abroad. In a "speech from the
Dock" Margaret Cousins boldly criticized
British rule in India. Her long, inspiring and
emotive speech from the Dock on December
10, 1933, is well worth remembering in this
context.

"The fact that I am on trial on this
court today is not accident. It is the result
of sixteen years of living and working with
my Indian sisters and brothers. Moving
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freely with them in constructive work, I and
my husband learned how exploitation and
injustice through foreign rule is crushing
them down. I was a co-worker for Home -
Rule for years with Annie Besant, and took
part in the agitation ... Government
repression of organized Congress opinion
has become ever more severe ... and the
dual game Britain is playing, its pretence
of making a constitution to give India
freedom but its determination to hold tight
to everything essential to India's self
government. I showed that India's demand
for unity and social reforms as necessary
to Swaraj were conditions such as no
country had ever complied with ... If this is
British justice and democracy, then I am
proud to stand here in support of free speech
and Indian national freedom and I am
ashamed that English idealism has fallen
to the present depths of oppression and
suppression."

Margaret Cousins' living and
working intimately with Indian women and
men are also no less important than Sister
Nivedita. Her mobilization of Indian
women to achieve their liberation through
legislatures and legal reforms inspired
Sarojini  Naidu, Kamala Devi
Chattopadhyay, Muttulakshmi Reddy,
Ramabai Ranade, Abala Bose and others.
By their mutual support and co - operation
she prepared the ground for greater female
education for all Indian women irrespective
of their caste and creed. Her thought
provoking articles in Stri Dharma as well
as in two of her seminal works The
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Awakening of Asian Women (1922) and
'Indian Womanhood Today' (1941) are
significant evidences of her vision which
might have been shared and appreciated by
Sister Nivedita. Her active intervention in
education and national movement,
contributing to local causes are
commendable.

The late 1930s in Indian history was
a period of heightened political activity
when the presence of Margaret Cousins in
the Indian scene seemed less necessary. She
records in her autobiography We Two
Together (1950) "I longed to be in the
struggle but I had the feeling that direct
participation by me is no longer required
and even desired by the leaders of Indian
Womanhood, who were now coming to the
front."

Her health declined and after 1943,
she could not go out of doors but before
her death in 1954, she and her husband J.
H. Cousins wrote their autobiography We
Two Together in 1950; this covers the
exciting period through which they lived in
India, the years from the Home Rule
agitation to Indian independence.

Unlike Sister Nivedita who was to
some extent a romantic spiritualist,
Margaret Cousins was out and out a realist
in Kamala Devi Chattopadhyay's words -
"A Seasoned Practical Worker" working
always with an idealism. She may be a
theosophist but her political and feminist
consciousness outweighed her theosophical
preoccupations. She had to work in India
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in a different time frame and unlike her
predecessor she had to step forward in her
mission of liberating India and her women
especially by organising national
associations as well as international
conferences.

In contrast to Sister Nivedita who
preferred to turn a blind eye to the issue of
child marriage, polygamy and other burning
problems relating to women's life in India,
Margaret Cousins was quite openly critical.
She did not spare to criticize the age old
system prevailing in India - "This stupid
custom of child motherhood strike at the
physical well being of the nation and it also
affects its mental progress."

She further remarks that in the
sacred name of religion these evil customs
prevailing in India is a menace to the nation.
As a diehard social worker and a feminist,
she declared: "A move must be made
towards raising the ages of marriage for
the girls and the boys in India and pressure
also must be brought to bear to get the Bill
passed legalizing post - puberty marriage."

Her writings and lecture on various
issues of women in India of her time are
not just bitter attacks against Indians but
right indignations and constructive
criticisms which could be shared and
vindicated by all Indians here and there.
Even today, in 2018, the incidents of
marriages and bride burnings due to dowry
became the headlines of newspapers. In the
chapter 'Indian Womanhood: A National

TRIVENI

35

Asset' of her seminal work "The Awakening
of Asian Womanhood' (1922), Margaret
Cousins not only criticizes India's age old
customs practised in the sacred name of
religion but suggested positive measures to
eradicate superstitions and backwardness
of Indian women as well which was also
intended by Sister Nivedita. In her book,
justly entitled 'The Awakening', she also
records her warm appreciation of three
most eminent women leaders of the country,
Srimati Ramabai Ranade, Srimati Sarojini
Naidu and Srimati Abala Bose. She
remarks that they set examples to be
followed by women in India towards
improvement and advancement of their
status. They are in Margaret Cousins'
words, the harbingers of the awakening of
the Indian womanhood."

There are, in fact, many things in
common between the two Margarets, both
descended from Northern Ireland and the
Celtic heritage that Swami Vivekananda
emphasized most. Both lived and worked
in a colonial situation fighting against
British imperialism. Both left their
motherland Ireland adopting India as their
spiritual home and both died in India. Both
had to fight on two fronts : against the British
Government that paid lip - service to reform
but was reluctant to disturb local opinion
and against those Indian who did not
tolerate interference of the Europeans as
outsiders in the sacred area of family life.
Both of them had a gift of the gab and could
attract the attention of the crowd through
their fiery speech.
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They had striking differences
between them as well. The senior one,
Sister Nivedita, had seen India from the
perspective of a romantic spiritualist who
prefers to render an imaginative
interpretation of Indian myths and legends
weaving a 'golden web' of Indian gods and
goddesses, temples and monuments,
Himalayas and holy places but the younger
Margaret's rendering of India is not always
a happy one, rather often a shocking reality,
as for instance, her depiction of the cruel
fate of being born as a girl child in India.
While the one is absorbed in her divine
vision of her Guru, poeticizing Kali, the
Mother Goddess, urging the Indian
revolutionaries to action to free India, their
mother land, the other being nurtured in a
socialist, feminist milieu strongly believes
in mobilizing Indian women to fight their

own fight for liberation through a political
struggle. Both the Margarets are fueled by
the philosophy of India and her culture and
both noted the glaring contradiction in the
Indian psyche to worship the mother
goddess on the one hand and practise
exploitation and deprivation of their women
folk through centuries on the other. One
Margaret became for Indians a 'Sister
forever' and the whole country celebrates
her fifty years and one hundred years
anniversary while the other Margaret is
buried in the oblivion.

Is it not the irony of history that Mrs.
Cousins' coming to India in November,
1915, completing its one hundred years in
2015, remains almost unknown and
unnoticed? Does she not deserve a small
tribute from us?

ek

I will remember what I was

I am sick of rope and chain.

I will remember my old strength
And all of my forest affairs.

I will not sell my back to man
For a bundle of sugar-cane.

I will go out to my own kind
And the wood-folk in their lairs.
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I will go out until the day.

Until the morning break,

Out to the winds’ untainted kiss,
The water ‘s clean caress.

I will forget my ankle-ring

And snap my picket-stake.

I will revisit my lost loves

And playmates, masterless.

—Rudyard Kipling, “The Captive’s Dream”
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ON DISCRETION

T. Padmanabhan*

Discretion for purposes of this
article means the liberty/freedom a person
has to make his own judgments, his own
life-choices. This is a power, aright. "To
be discreet' carries with it a different
significance, being an obligation cast on
man, 'discreet’ meaning circumspect,
cautious, tactful, prudent, judicious,
especially in dealing with others. Here
again one may take the stand that being
discreet or indiscreet in any situation falls
in a person's area of discretion! Every
person, even the poorest, even the most
destitute has discretion, at least in the
matter of deciding whether to live on or to
pass out. Iflife is viewed as 'an invitation
to live,' or 'all a cheat' (Dryden), or 'made
up of sobs, sniffles and smiles (O'Henry),'
or 'a walking shadow, a poor player that
struts and frets his hour upon the stage and
then is heard no more, a tale told by an
idiot' (Shakespeare), or 'a dome of many-
coloured glass' (Shelley?), or 'a joke that's
just begun,' the one who lives it will have
himself to thank for it, for every move he
makes will have been dictated by exercise
of power of choice, of the power of
discretion. The following interesting

* Spl. Chief Secretary, A.P.,(Retired),
Secunderabad
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rhyme sets forth the position in a clear
manner:

Each is given a bag of tools,
a shapeless mass,

a book of rules;

and each must make,

ere life is flown,

a stumbling block

or a stepping stone.

Of course, one may maintain that fate
too may take a hand in this matter. On this
more may follow.

When the famous Shakespearean
character raised the question 'to be or not
to be,' was he perhaps defining or at least
describing a certain area of discretion?

When discussing the matter of
discretion, one makes straight for the
question: Is human life an unlimited area
of discretion or is it an area of
circumscribed discretion? Is it an area
where free will is just a fiction, though
made much of as a principle of existence?
Is it an area where fate calls the shots as
they say, where man is reduced to
impotence or a compound of contradictions
or supineness or futility by an over-ruling
dispensation which calls the tunes to which
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man must keep chime, prescribes the role,
writes out the very script for the use of the
actors, the several role-players being just
that i.e. actors with the very script having
been decided for them?

In a way, opposed to this approach
is the one which finds favour with
psychology which would have human
development viewed as the outcome of the
interaction of three basic inputs - the
genetic input (the inheritance factor), the
environmental input (what the environment
does to the human being, how he reacts/
responds to it and how he gets shaped by it
and how he seeks to modify it) and finally
the self which in a sense can be looked upon
as the maker and the made, which itself has
to be held to be formed and reformed by
interaction of the first two inputs with a
dominant role assigned to the genetic input,
and which simultaneously plays an active
role as well, in that it makes use of both
perhaps on a selective basis, using a certain
power of choice, a certain power of
discretion.

Man, it is a well-known fact, is
called upon at every turn of experience (life
being just a series of experiences) to make
life-choices. Every life-choice may be just
a compromise, leaving him perhaps
dissatisfied with the outcome. Every life-
choice is itself the precursor to experience
and a determinant of experience. Every
life-choice is just evidence of the quality
of exercise by him of discretion. He may
opt for this or that course, state of being,
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direction and intensity of effort, aim of
effort and each such exercise of option is
but proof that he has drawn on his power
of discretion.  There is a philosophy of
life which views the very exercise of
discretion as pre-determined, as having
been decreed by Providence. It is an odd
thing that discretion of this kind can never
be exercised with full knowledge of the
pros and cons, with full knowledge of the
advantages and disadvantages to be derived
there from, with full knowledge of
consequences. Man is under the necessity
of making his moves hampered by lack of
access to full information about the full
import thereof. Itisinevitable that regrets,
remorse should dog his steps,
whithersoever he bends them! And
strangely enough, a super-power, GOD,
gets thus a case made out for His
acceptance! This is how (there being no
finer way of putting it across than in the
words of the poet):

So, loath to suffer mute,

we peopling the void air,
Make gods to whom to impute
the ills we ought to bear;
With god and fate to rail at,
suffering easily.

The poet also says (it is not clear if
he is now stating a conviction to the
contrary, that is, whether his own conviction
is that gods exist and are not just made by
man who just wants to have a 'whipping
boy' on whom to throw all the blame for
his misfortunes):
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the gods laugh in their sleeve
to watch man doubt and fear,
who knows not what to believe
since he sees nothing clear,
and dares stamp nothing false
where he finds nothing sure.

The poet with effortless ease
describes the conditions in which man has
to lead his life:
limits we did not set
condition all we do.

He adds:
to tunes we did not call,
our being must keep chime.

Can there be a finer and simpler
way of describing the helplessness of man,
the dominant and all-powerful role of Fate,
the utter lack of power of discretion in man
even in the matter of making 'life-choices?
Fate seems to make a mockery of any theory
which holds the self to be cast for a central
role in everything that concerns and governs
life.

A bit paradoxically, it is also true
that there is not a single line of effort, not a
single point of time in life, not a single area
of activity in which man can avoid a basic
demand on his resources - monetary,
psychological, spiritual, physical,
intellectual... etc. a demand that takes the
form of a call on his power of choice,
power of discretion. Is the very demand
and man's very act of meeting the demand
prescribed for him by an invisible force?
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So where do we stand? Is it as if
every step of ours is determined for us,
there being no occasion for choice, for
exercise of discretion? Is man just an
automaton moving at the instance of an
invisible force, with course of action,
consequences, everything of importance in
short having been prescribed for him?

Or i1s it as if a minor role is
conceded to human labour, volition etc..
Thus run the poetical lines:

Oars alone can ne'er prevail

To reach the distant coast;

The breath of heaven must swell the sail
or all the labour is lost.

In Sanskrit too there is a line: Na
he  ekena  chakrena rathasya
gathirbhaveth. A ratha/chariot requires
for its movement at least two wheels; so
too does existence require human effort and
divine dispensation. As is known, in every
act of choice, hopes and expectations, man's
state of health and mind will also be making
themselves felt.

Let us now see what the blind boy of Cibber
has to say of relevance to this matter:

My day or night myself I make,
Whenev'r I wake or play;

And could I ever keep awake
It would be always day.

This may represent the ultimate
perhaps of the power of choice, of
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discretion. But the blind boy, when
referring to what is denied to him (sight)
says:

Then let not what i cannot have

my cheer of mind destroy,

indicating his resignation to his fate, his
reconciliation to the inevitable and at the
same time proclaiming a frame of mind no
different from cheerfulness. Paradoxically,
he is aware of circumscription by fate of
the scope of life for him, at the same time
being aware of what he could make of such
circumscription.

Every person is given a certain
volume of temporal resource, time that is.
What he makes of it lies very much in his
area of discretion. So too is everyone
given a certain extent of life-space. Of the
account he gives for every day of his life,
he will to a considerable extent be the
author. There are two views that will
never lend themselves to contradiction: one
is that 'many fine things can be done in a
day if you don't always make that day
tomorrow." This brings out the full
significance of the use that one can make of
one's temporal resource. The second view
is that: 'you are young only once, but you
can stay immature indefinitely.' This brings
out the significance of the use one is under
an obligation to make of one's time and life-
space. In the matter of determining the
demand-space, i.e. the total of the demands
that man has to meet on his temporal
resource and in his life-space, perhaps fate
can be held to have a decisive say. Allotted
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duties (duties attaching to one's station in
life?) will be part of these demands. In the
way he uses his temporal resource and life-
space to meet the demands, perhaps there
may be a fair measure of freedom of choice
and action, though a total view of life may
encourage unqualified subscription to the
view: likhithamapi lalate projjhithum
kaha samarthaha?? (who is there endowed
with the competence to change what is
inscribed on the forehead?) Perhaps god's
exhortation to make action as per dharma
one's sole concern signifies that authorship
of results/consequences is not within man's
competence and that in the matter of doing
one's allotted duties there is no discretion
except perhaps in point of intensity and
earnestness of the effort he puts forth. He
may make of his life 'a series of
compromises,' or a stern answer to the stern
call of duty. What he chooses to make of
his life, what he chooses to make of his
experiences (which may be either of the two
mentioned in the preceding sentence) may
be held to fall in the sphere of discretion to
an extent, the discretion itself having to be
exercised against the 'backdrop’ provided
by Fate?

In the manner of exercise of
discretion in this matter of existence, it is
open to him to seek lessons from others'
experience too. For, few may be ready to
'test the depth of a river (samsara may bear
comparison to a river) with both feet.'
Whether man chooses to derive an object
lesson from others' experience and if so,
whose, to what extent, in what manner etc.
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would seem to fall in the sphere of
discretion. Life, said Morley, is a foreign
language; all men mispronounce it. Need
it be so? Whether or not man refers to the
Dictionary of Pronunciation, others'
experience being just that? Could it be said
that the answer lies in man's sphere of
discretion? Could one take comfort from
the remark that Choice, not chance, will
determine our eternal destiny?  Should
we not, in keeping with contrary experience
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oppose to this remark an equally valid truth
and exclaim with the poet?

Fate steals along with silent tread
found oftenest in what least we dread;
frowns in the storm with angry brow
but in the sunshine strikes the blow'?

We find that the runway toward the
take-off point, i.e. conclusion is a long one,
but the human mind, the air-craft has got to
take the run-way.

ekl

THE GAP

B.B. Ahmad Alibaba*

That eternal breath of an Unknown God,
On which planets roll

And stars blaze

Now pushes the black blade of time
Chopping the fields of unripe hours and un-
thought truths.

Time in dark, with its soft knife,
Etched life in my waxen skin

* Assistant Professor in English, University
College of Engineering, Adi Kavi Nannaya
University, Rajamahendravaram
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Yet, the cloud of mind grumbled with
unlived dreams
Above the storming soul.

A voice, known from childhood, called me.
The dream breaks down, drowning me in
light. Left

Deaf and dumb. Blind and mumb.

Till another cloud to cover

Till another shore of wax to fight.

Till another thought to free.
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SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S CONTRIBUTION
TOWARDS ACHIEVEMENT OF INDIAN FREEDOM

AjuMukhopadhyay*

Born in 1897, Subhas Chandra
Bose was a very meritorious student,
exceptionally courageous and
straightforward. Pure patriotism and
indomitable character helped him to
overcome all impediments. A devotee of
Mother Kali, inspired by Swami
Vivekananda, he had a spiritual bent of
mind to keep Gita as his guide. Garibaldi
and Mazzini also inspired him. He
suggested students' military training in the
University supported by his belief in armed
force and struggle in driving out the
colonisers. He stood fourth in IAS with
highest mark in English but resigned to
serve his country.

Determined to bring freedom to his
Motherland Subhas Chandra Bose planned
and arranged everything undergoing utmost
hardship and torture. And finally he
sacrificed himself. He ushered in a new
tide of nationalism which denied the
existence of foreign elements in its body.
The Indian Defence force turned entirely
against the rulers. This was their main
reason for leaving a 200 years' Empire
forever.

* Poet, author and critic, Pondicherry
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A born leader, he became the
President of Indian National Congress in
1938; contested and won election in the next
year also but it was against the dictatorial
wishes of the supreme command of the
party. Not allowed to work properly with
his team by a political clique, he resigned
from Congress and formed the 'Forward
Block' with like-minded people. During his
entire political career in India he was
mostly kept in jail or exiled unlike his
colleagues. He was singled out as the most
obstinate opponent of the colonialists.
Close to the people, he was denied their
presence for fear of his influencing them.
Never were his tenacity, promise and
determination flagged due to personal
friendship with the rulers or blind support
for any individual at the cost of the country.
Rulers before and after independence were
afraid of his presence, even before and after
his disappearance from the political scenes.

Under house arrest, he escaped on
16 January, 1941and reached Germany
incognito. There he organized India Office
and created INA. Determined to 'Do or
Die' he plunged in the struggle joining the
most dangerous human groups during the
2nd World War with clear understanding
of their help to free India. During the
perilous days of the Second World War, on
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8 February 1943 he embarked on a journey
in a German U-boat and reached
Madagascar. In the perilous waters amid
scattered boats, men and whizzing bullets
they were transferred in a dinghy to a
Japanese submarine and reached Tokyo on
13 June 1943. With the help of the Japanese
Premier Tojo he moved to Singapore and
assumed charge of the Indian Independence
League as its President. On 9 July 1943
Bose asserted to a gathering of 60000
people: "There is no nationalist leader in
India who can claim to possess the many-
sided experience that I have been able to
acquire."

In August 1943 he assumed
Supreme Command of the INA. Ever
remembered for his clarion call to his
countrymen, "Give me blood and I promise
you freedom" and a battle cry of "March to
Delhi or Delhi Chalo", Bose inaugurated
the Provincial Government of 'Free India'
on 21 October 1943. The provisional
Government acquired its first Indian
territory when Japan handed over Andaman
and Nicober islands to it on 6 November
1943. The Indian flag was hoisted in
Kohima in March 1944. The INA with the
Japanese soldiers carried out a heroic
campaign against the Allied Forces. Netaji
moved from battle field to battle field. With
the defeat of Axis forces the fall of INA
was inevitable.

It was announced by a Japanese

News agency that Netaji died in a plane
crash near the airport at Taipei (Taihoku)
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on 18 August 1945 which was his own way
to exclude him from any reference after he
had fled from the clutches of the Allied
Forces. Though the Government wished to
prove that he died in an Air Crash,
evidences proved the opposite. "The
spectre of Bose's coming back from the
dead still troubled the establishment". In
spite of all uproar in Indian Parliament and
public demand the mystery has not yet been
solved. Netaji left but his dignified
presence was vivid in the mind and psyche
of Indian people that led to the country's
freedom.

I. K. Gujral, Ex-Prime Minister of
India, who was present at the Karachi
uprising of the Royal Indian Navy in 1946,
wrote on 20.2.2006:

"The naval mutinies of February
1946 remain indelible in the Nation's mind
and even more deep in the psyches of those
like me who had witnessed this turning point
in history of the freedom struggle. . . .

"Their high morale was inspiring.
The on-lookers spilled on the road to join
the slogan shoutings, 'Netaji Ki Jai' and
Bharat Mata ki Jai".

In his speech to the House of
Commons (on 15.3.1946) while deciding
to send the Cabinet Mission to hand over
charge of freedom British Prime Minister
Clement Attlee uttered some of the
compelling reasons for the same:
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"It is a time emphatically for very
definite and clear action. . . . The
temperature of 1946 is not the temperature
of 1920 or of 1930 or even of 1942. The
slogans of an earlier day are discarded.
Indeed, sometimes words that seemed at
that time to Indians to express the height of
their aspirations are now set on one side,
and other words, other ideas, are
substituted. Nothing increases more the
pace of the movement of public opinion than
a great war. . . . [ am quite certain that at
the present time the tide of nationalism is
running very fast in India and, indeed, all
over Asia. ... I remember so well, indeed,
I think we put it in the Simon Commission
Report, that although there were great
differences in the expression of nationalist
sentiment between what are called the
extremists and the moderates, and although
in many circumstances there might be such
a stress on communal claims as might seem
almost to exclude the conception of
nationalism, yet we found that Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh or Mahrattah, the politician
or civil servant - among all of them that
conception of nationalism had been
growing stronger and stronger. Today I think
that national idea has spread right through
and not least, perhaps, among some of those
soldiers who have given such wonderful
service in the war. I should like today,
therefore, not to stress too much the
differences between Indians. Let us all
realise that whatever the difficulties,
whatever the divisions may be, there is this
underlying demand among all the Indian
peoples. . . the obvious reason for sending
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out Cabinet Ministers is that we send out
persons of responsibility who are able to
take decisions. Of course, there must be an
area in which there may have to be a
reference back. . . . It is worthwhile
recording that twice in 25 years India has
played a great part in the defeat of tyranny.
Is it any wonder that today she claims - as
a nation of 400,000,000 people that has
twice sent her sons to die for freedom -
that she should herself have freedom to
decide her own destiny? My colleagues are
going to India with the intention of using
their utmost endeavours to help her to attain
that freedom as speedily and fully as
possible. If, on the other hand, she elects
for independence, in our view she has a
right to do so. . . . I have always hoped
myself that politically India might be the
light of Asia."

The Governor of what is now called
Uttar Pradesh wrote to the Viceroy in New
Delhi in November 1945 that those hitting
the streets were actually suggesting that
"Bose is rapidly usurping the place held
by Gandbhi in popular esteem." (Anuj)

Once when Lord Atlee visited
Calcutta and remained a guest of P. B.
Chakraborty, the then Governor of West
Bengal in 1956, he gave an interview to
the Governor. Chakraborty adds, "My
direct question to Attlee was that since
Gandhi's Quit India movement had tapered
off quite some time ago and in 1947 no such
new compelling situation had arisen that
would necessitate a hasty British departure,
why did they had to leave?"

JAN. - MAR. 2019



"In his reply Attlee cited several
reasons, the principal among them being the
erosion of loyalty to the British crown
among the Indian Army and Navy personnel
as a result of the military activities of
Netaji."

"That's not all. Chakraborty adds,
"Toward the end of our discussion I asked
Attlee what was the extent of Gandhi's
influence upon the British decision to quit
India. Hearing this question, Attlee's lips
became twisted in a sarcastic smile as he
slowly chewed out the word, 'm-i-n-i-m-
a-1'!"

"Before he was assassinated in 1948,
Gandhi- a senior journalist told me-
rebuked Nehru and Patel for not being able
to reign in partition madness and wished
that his 'other son' (Subhas) was here!'
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Reminded by Congressman, who had
witnessed the dressing down, that Bose was
dead and he had himself come to that belief,
Gandhi shot back, 'He's in Russia."

From all facts it may be gathered that if
Netaji the Hero of Modern India lived in
the country then there might not be a
partition, at least not a blood-bathed
partition as happened. He was the only
leader who galvanized all sections of Indian
community. He could have ushered in a path
of united India towards real development
and progress. Should we look clearly at the
recordings of events and facts in history and
change the notion about how India achieved
independence or stick to our prejudiced
mindset to teach wrong history to our
students and the posterity?

sekeck

THE SWARTHY MAN

Dr. RMV Raghavendra Rao*

Fortune knocks and vanishes,

But in its incessant downpour,

The fortunate never suffer any sore.

Their emerald palaces are godowns of
money,

Their life always is milk and honey.

The streams of their luxuries forever flow,
And their fruits and flowers forever blow.
Not far from this heaven there is a swarthy
man,

* Prfessor of English (Retired), Hyderabad
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"smudged with soot".

The din of his hard hammer drives one to
death,

He has a wife who also hits the anvil
without breath,

They have a child who clambers and
scrambles,

And many a tramp around who gambles.
The heavings of the man's hammer are his
dulcimers and daisies,

He never defers nor demands,

But sweats by God's commands.
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EVOLUTION OF POETRY AND PROSODY

M. V. Sathyanarayana*

When man was just a caveman in
the primitive world, whose sole purpose
of living was survival, he was no different
from other animals. With a stone axe or
longbow and arrows in hands, he ran after
other brutes. He knew just one
thing...hunger and in little probability, a
bleak idea that by eating he would survive.
But when humans started forming
themselves into groups and hunting together,
that ought to be the first step in the formation
of future societies, villages and kingdom:s.
The basic requirement for the subsistence
of a society is communication. People must
have communicated in those primitive times
through gestures and by making
unintelligible sounds. But that was not
enough. Their growing needs needed a
more sophisticated tool to communicate.
Hence, the important first human invention
have been the knitting of language(s).

But basically humans have always
been different from other animals and
naturally humans required many centuries
to realize this truth and more of what the
biased God had bestowed on them. Humans
were never satisfied with the rudimentary
cants they developed for communication.

*  Writer, Nellore
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They improved them by using more sounds
that well emphasised their physical needs
as well as their inner feelings, thoughts,
emotions and sentiments. They started
twisting tongues, curving lips, fluttering
eyes and using other facial muscles and
limbs to add extra strength and meaning to
their vocal expression. They learned to
smile, laugh, guffaw, mastered sounds from
low mumbles, murmurs, grumbles to
deafening shouts, yells and screams and
successfully mingled them with the cants
they created to perfect their expression.

Even when basic cants and dialects
became advanced languages...they never
thought their task was complete. I guess,
that's the time they tried to add aesthetics
to language and strained to embroider their
words. I am not a historian, archaeologist
or a linguist. I have no idea, when this all
started, but that's the time when ordinary
dross prose started wearing new beautiful
attires.

Yes, that's then poetry was born.

The Indian school of thought has
been quite different from that of the West.
The Hindu perception has been that,
Sanskrit, the language of Gods and
Demigods existed even before the Creation
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on Earth and that humans directly inherited
Sanskrit as their first language from the
Gods. They believe that the Creation was
not done just for once by the God. There
was Creation, then after eons (yugas)
eschaton, again there was Creation and
eschaton and this cycle continued for
several times; but Sanskrit remained
eternally; coming back to them at the time
of every new Creation. Even modern
archeology has no evidence to prove that
the human evolution in Indian continent took
place on the same lines it happened in the
West, starting from cavemen.

Of course, at least for the present,
it's beyond the intellectual and technical
scope of modern historians and
archeologists to grope the roots of Indian
rudiments. Rather they consider it more
convenient to brush aside all age old Indian
facets of history as mere mythological lies.
Time can only prove this.

Whatever be the roots of language
and the way it evolved over epochs upto
the modern times, the human endeavour in
finding beauty and aesthetics in their oral
expression had finally fructified as Poetry.
Humans must have never satisfied with the
prose they used, they considered it dross
and hackneyed and always tried to add
beauty and a little fun that's inherent to
human trait to the languages they used. The
product...a much enhanced and beautified
language, came to be known as POETRY.
Yes, yes...poetry is an embellished prose,
a disciplined way of language expression
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and a cathartic splurge of suppressed inner
emotions.

The Oddity Of Poetry

Poetry is not prose. Poetry is a field
of experimentation, that helps the language
to grow, expand it's range of usage and
acquire new glows of beauty and grace. All
great poets were insanely unconventional.
All the prosodic tinkering like meter, rhyme,
rhythm, inversions etc. are meant to writhe,
warp and knot the language into
unconventional shapes to bring out new
allurements and grandeur to the otherwise
routine parlance. Poetry is also the word
form of music. By placing the moving
accents in rthythmic patterns that bring out
the natural and inherent melody of words,
you achieve the ultimate purpose of poetry.
Many confuse poetry to be broken lines of
perfect syntax with end-rhymes. Yes, you
have to follow grammar in poetry as well.
But the lines (prosodically referred to as
feet) must flow in accordance with the
emotions flowing out of your heart, but soon
should take systematic patterns, so as to
convey the idea or concept, in an
enamouring way without disturbing the
density of intended feel, emotions and
sentiments.

As per Hindu philosophy, every
letter and every word is a mantra. Arguably
Vedas were the first pieces of metrical verse
composed in Sanskrit. Vedas were never
reduced to writing; but were propagated
through oral teaching and continued
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recitation through generations of Guru-pupil
traditions. The learning of Vedas has
always been through the media of music,
using swaras (pitches of sound) like udatta,
anudatta etc. When the inherent divine
strength of 'word' and 'letter' assume the
divine force of music, these hymns become
sources of infinite Godly power; that
effectively expels all sinful thoughts from
minds and cleanses the human aura as well

as the Earth atmosphere. Very recently
scientists found that Shakespeare's sonnets
in iambic pentameter helped in curing
autism in children.

Hence let us realise the divine quality of
poetry and the infinite holy benefits poesy

can bestow on us.

Long live good poetry.

skefeok

FOOTPATH

A. Annapurna Sharma®*

The gravel and the grime coalesced
To construct a path

For the pagans to trod

Beside the pious road of life

Dancing dolls wrapped in

Blue, pink and white smiled

Satin and lace nodded in bliss
Geared up to hop into the buyer's bag

The pink flesh within allures
Any man with a hardened outer green

* Poet, Nellore, A.P.

To bite into the luscious sweetness
Of the offsprings of a guava tree
Dried herbs and roots converged
On a plastic sheet

A remedy their owner announced
For all human ailments

At the end of the path

Napped the lone white hanky

In a black umbrella turned upside down
Is it a harbinger?

The footpath - a witness of time

With its assortment of browns and blues
For all mortals to tread

Till they reached their destination!
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MATHEW ARNOLD
English Poet & Critic (1822-1888)
(HIS ETHICAL EARNESTNESS AND SEARCH FOR SERINITY)

R R Gandikota*

Mathew Arnold's father was a
Head-Master. He had his best education at
Rugby and Oxford. For a couple of years,
he taught classics. He was appointed
Inspector of schools, in which capacity he
served for 35 years. Though it was a
dudgeon to serve in that position for so
long, he produced 5 volumes of poetry
during that period. He was Oxford
professor for two 5 year terms and he
declined the third term (1849-58).

He ceased to write poetry and
started writing essays on Literary,
Theological, Educational Criticism. He
was a 'sage-writer', chastising and
instructing his readers, a habit of an
academic.

To him the health of a society was
indicated by the quality of its literature.

In 1861 he published 2 books : (1)
On Ttranslating Homer.(2)Popular
Education of France.

* Principal (Retired) MSNC, Kakinada
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Mathew Arnold’s books in Chronological
order:

» Essays In Criticism-1865.

*  New Poems-1867

* Collection of Poems-1869.

*  Culture and Anarchy-1869

* Friendship's Garland-Social criticism-
1871.

Literature And Dogma-1873.

God And The Bible-on Theology-1875.
Mixed Essays-1879.

Discussions In America-1885.
Civilisation In The U.S.-1889.

Mathew Arnold's much earlier
poetry-2 volumes (1) The Strayed Reveller
and other poems, 1849, and (2)
Empedocles On Etna and other poems-
1852 were signed just by his initial "A".
These 2 volumes were withdrawn by the
author himself. In 1853, in a preface to his
"Poems", he gave reasons for withdrawing
his earlier works, especially Empedocles
on Ema.

Arnold condemns the inevitable
morbidity of writing about situations "in
which everything to be endured, nothing to
be done". Human actions that most
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powerfully appeal to primary affections
are the 'Eternal Objects Of Poetry'.
Expressions should be subordinated to
what is designed to express.

Arnold cherishes the clearness of
arrangement, rigour of development, and
simplicity style found in the ancients.

He prefers the 'Objective’,-the
dramatic and the epic over the 'Subjective'.

Arnold's ambitious imitation of his
ancestors were comparatively a failure.
The epic episode Shorab And Rustum,
succeeds better in passages than in totality.
Arnold's philosophic poetry, with its
religious doubt, regret for the loss, man's
earlier harmony, disdain of the
‘comfortable moles', blinded by
materialism, and insecurity about the
future, is a poetry of "Austere of
Melancholy". Arnold's poetry is seen at
its best, in his elegies especially The
Scholar Gypsy and Thyrsis. 1 present a
short elegy of him named "Requiescat"( A
wish or prayer for the repose of a dead
person)

Requiescat

Strew on her roses, roses,

And never a spray of yew,

In quiet she reposes;

Ah! Would that 1 did too.

Her mirth the world required ;
She bathed it in smiles of glee,
But her heart was tired, tired,
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And now they let be.

Her life was turning, turning,

In mazes of heat and sound;

But for peace her soul was yearning,
And now peace laps her round.

Her cabined ample spirit

Is fluttered and failed for breath;
Tonight it doth inherit

The vasty hall of death"

The Scholar Gypsy, is a pastoral
with echoes of Theocritus, beautifully
portraying the county side around Oxford,
which Arnold, had always loved. Thyrsus
1s written to commemorate Arnold's friend,
the poet Arthur High Clough, is a
companion piece using the same stanzaic
form, the same pastoral conventions, and
the same scenery, but closing on a note of
hope. These two poems contain Arnold's
most musical verse.

Arnold's important poetry was
written before he was 45 years old. But
what his age considered his best poetry did
not meet own 'critical ideals', and he
abandoned the self analytic verse of his
early man hood for the vigorous prose of
social criticism.

In his social and theological
writings, Arnold was pre eminently a
literary critic. Arnold as 'Humanist', stood
for restraint, lucidity and balance and he
praised the ancients most highly for their
intense significance, noble simplicity, calm
pathos and profoundness of moral
impression.
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Poetry was paramount in literature
with its power of forming, sustaining, and
delighting us, as nothing else can. Arnold
believes in -'without moral no poetry is
great'. Poetry is meant to delight. It is meant
to provide food to soul.

Arnold's criticism was endured
more because of its general principles, than
its estimates of individual authors. He is
the critic of the first order. His overused
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catch-phrases and terms of criticism are of
‘Critical Service’ today. It is in Arnold that
English literature could have a critic of real
nature; who laid down certain principles
following which poetry could be criticized.

Arnold wrote of Marcus Aurelious
and Emerson that they were "friends and
aides of those who would live in the spirit",
and to that fine company Mathew Arnold
himself belongs.

sekek

CHUANG'S CHOICE

M.G. Narasimha Murthy*

On the rocky bank of Yangtze river

Sat Chuang Tzu, the popular philosopher,
Watching the tortoise flapping in water
And the fish darting like arrows of silver.
On hearing the sound of approaching steps,
He turned around, very much surprised.
Two young men, wearing gorgeous robes,
Bowed before him with great reverence.
"Our King admires your wisdom and
experience,"

They said:

"He has sent us, his messengers:
Graciously he greets and invites you

To be his minister and counsellor.

* Principal (Retd.) Hyderabad
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To take you to his mansion, he sent us here."
"The King's desire to honour me, I
appreciate, "

Chuang Tzu said:

"but I think in a different way.

Look at that tortoise, how happy he is.
Would he like to leave the river bank

And go to arich man's tank?"

"Certainly not," the young men said.

"The tortoise loves his natural home,"
Chiang Tzu added:" He loves his freedom;
Dislikes the tank and the people who stare.
Like him, I choose to live, free from care.
A king's counsellor, rich he may be;

But a peaceful mind, he will never have."
So saying, the philosopher smiled

And said "Thank you, good-bye!"
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GENESIS OF Dr. B.C.ROY'S AWARD

Tuttagunta Visweswara Rao*

Though B.C.Roy was by profession
a doctor, he participated in the struggle for
the freedom of our Motherland. Bidhan
Chandra Roy was born in 1882 at
Bankimpur in Patna District in the state of
Bihar. His father was Prakash Chandra.

He studied medicine and obtained
M.R.C.P. and F.R.C.S. also during the
period of 1909-1911 at Saint Berth Lomo
College in England. On return to
Motherland in the year 1911 he worked as
a teacher (professor) in the Medical
College in Calcutta.

Later he set up the Institutes of
T.B.Hospital at Jadanpur, R.G.Khar
Medical College, Kamala Nehru Hospital,
Victoria Institute, Chittaranjan Cancer
Hospital and others. Apart from these he
set up in 1926 a hospital specifically for
women and children, called Chittaranjan
Seva Sadan. He also set up a Training
Institute of Nurses, for giving training to
women to become Nurses.

During the period of 1922-1928 he
took up the responsibilities of Editorship
of the Calcutta Medical Journal and ran it
successfully.

* Professor (Retd.), Rajamahendravaram
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In the year, 1925 he entered the
arena of Politics. He contested as an
independent candidate of Barrackpur
constituency Assembly and defeated
Surendranath Banerjee who was famous as
the grand old man of Bengal. In 1928 he
was elected a member of the All India
Congress Committee and continued in the
post for fourteen years. In 1933 he was
elected as Mayor for the city of Calcutta.

In 1942 Dr. Roy was appointed the
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University.
In 1943 he was appointed the President of
the Medical Council of India. For the
yeoman services rendered by him in the
educational and medical sectors he was
awarded Honorary Doctorate in 1944 by
the said university.

On the 15" August, 1947 Praphulla
Ghosh took up reigns as the Chief Minister
of the State of West Bengal; and on the 23"
January, 1948 Dr.B.C. Roy was enthroned
as the Chief Minister of the State. He
continued in that capacity for two years and
two days up to the 25" January, 1950. He
was awarded 'Bharat Ratna' on the 4"
February, 1961.

1** July, which was his birth-day
became the day of his demise also in 1962.

JAN. - MAR. 2019



In his memory the Government of India
declared in 1962 that 1st July of every year
should be celebrated as the Doctors' Day.
From 1976 awards are being presented on
that day in Dr.B.C.Roy's memory to those
who render great services in different
sectors.

Brief of the Award: The Indian
Medical Council, set up by Dr. B.C. Roy
created the Roy National Award Fund in
1962. The Fund, being handled under the
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Memorandum of the Society Association
was created as a Fund with registration
No.:1860 under the Societies Registration
Act. Under the award a Silver Medal is
given and the value of the award is Rs.
1,00,000/- . In our country it is the highest
award of the statesmanship, accorded to
the Medical Men-cum-Statesmen, eminent
medical persons, eminent persons in
Philosophy, and eminent persons in the
fields of Arts and Sciences.

sekek

WHEEL OF TIME

C L Khatri*

It's an old forgotten saying:
'First farming, servile service,
Mean business, begging forbidden.'

It's very hard to believe

The son failed in Board exam,

Father distributed sweets:

"Thank God, my son will stay back with me
Carry on parent's profession.'

The land was their mother.

The wheel of time keeps moving.
I saw farmers selling farmland

* Poet-Writer- Academic-Editor, Patna
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To fetch public service for their sons.
Salary is like a wife, charm lies in extra.
You can't dream anything decent.

Things take care of themselves.

Eat and let others eat.

Every age discovers its own maxim of life.
An honest man's bread can be

Sweeter than a king's cake.

A start-up can rule the state

Better to be a giver than a seeker
Peasants are poor but provider.

The clock's hand says tic... tic...
It's midnight, time to take a flight to London.
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CONTINUITIES - TELANGANA SIVAM

Dr. Pitta Satyanarayana*

Prof D. Ramakrishna's travelogue,
Continuities, is peculiar with spiritualistic
pathways leading man to perfection, an
unattainable hope against hope. However,
spiritual dwelling, though it is abstract may
lead to re-union with God. As Maha Devi
Varma, a Hindi poetess, symbolical in
approach writes: Laalee mere Laalkee /
Jithdekhumthithlaal | Laeledekhan my
gaya | Mybheelvogayalaal. 1 travelled to
see my beloved / And saw crimson red,
right and left /I pierced into that red /I too
turned crimson red.

The reader opens Continuities,
travels with the writer and darts into Shiva
Tattva with a hope to achieve perfection
but realizes "something more to be achieved
still remains" (p7,p1). Hence, human nature
should be ingrained with spirituality. God
will not discriminate devotees on the basis
of caste, profession and social status. All
man should achieve is self-realization about
the essential divinity in himself to keep up
good nature (p66, p.1)

Human world is divided between
woman and man, but Shakti is central to

* Professor of English, Vagdevi Engineering
College, Warangal
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the vast Hindu faith as standing for Siva
and Parvathi (p23, p3). These elaborate
ideas proposed in the study of the book aim
at world religion, the humanistic attitude
as an anti-dote to the contemporary evil.

The title Continuities is more
appropriate than the 'Continuum'. The
reader supposes that the latter is almost
the same as the one next to it, but the latter
is very different from the first. Lord Siva
is presented as an unending light between
the creator and the maintainer -- Brahma
and Vishnu, to the admiration of both the
deities. Religion and culture transmitted
from place to place continuously. This was
possible when communication facilities
were scanty and Siva lingas found
everywhere through the length and breadth
of India, propagated unity of thought.

Communication through stones
resulted in wisdom rather than knowledge.
History, aesthetics and philosophy of
universal nature are enunciated in
Continuities. Prof. Ramakrishna, a sage at
the time of the publication of the book, has
authentically taken the avatar of Guru, who
1s no one except Siva, the guru of all gurus.
Living in Telangana, he has the legitimate
right and authenticity in ennobling the pious
land.
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While giving a word picture of the
shrines of Siva right from the peaks of the
Himalayas to the southern India, as the
Master of Arts, the historian in him
impelled the author to cover India as a
whole with Sivam which is none other than
Vaishnavam, Jainism and Buddhism. Thus,
the vibe, the mood and the tone he has show
his 'energy' in unending exercise of
publishing books besides his preaching,
like Shankaracharya who carried the light
of Siva Tattvam, the philosophy, is really
heartening to Telanganites. We, the sons of
the soil, can raise our heads high with
dignity of perennial flow of communication
all through the ages and the culture we
observed was not parochial as we thought
of it earlier.

Though Siva Tattvam is all-
pervading and universal, we feel proud of
Telangana's contribution to tolerance on
account of the pursuance of this book. As a
part of this philosophy, we worship nature
markedly with the culture of the worship
of Bathukamma, the veneration to forest
deities, Sammakka and Saralamma,
blending history with myth.

The description of the Siva Tattva
connected temples in and around Warangal
as Telangana's culture instills confidence
in the minds of Telanganites. The historian
novelist, Prof. Ramakrishna emerged highly
successful in conveying the facts and the
fiction in the style called Kanthasammitha
tayopadeshayuje, a lucid and convincing
tone like that of a lady / mother .
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I may be permitted to speak out as
a dweller from childhood days onwards
where Ayinavolu Temple is situated in the
neighbouring village Uppugallu. The
Maarneni dynasty of Velama are the
traditional heads of the Devasthana
Committee. I feel that every detail of its
construction is visualized by the author in
detail.

Saivism of Siva Linga has several
schools like Kalamukha, Pasupata,
Aradhya-Siva, Veera Saiva and Kapalika
which had influence during the early
Medieval period over Andhradesa, as
explained in History and Culture of
Karimnagar District by Dr. Jaisetty
Ramanaiah, a resident of Jagtial, in 2008.
Kakatiya Beta II and Prola II were the
disciples of Ramesvara Pandita, head of
the Mallikarjuna Shaiva Matha at
Sriparvata or Srisailam in Kurnool district.
He was an authority on Lukulesvara-agama
which means that he was a Kalamukha.
Kalesvaram shrine was perhaps founded by
him.

In Pasupataset of Ganapatideva of
Kakatiya dynasty there are three concepts
Saivism Pati (Siva himself) pasa or fetters
(bondage), pasu (creatures). The pasu
(soul) is released from the pasa of the
Samsara only by grace of Pati (Siva).

Aradhya Saivism is propagated by
three  acharyas-Sripati  Pandita,
Mallikarjuna Pandita and Manchana
Pandita. The brahmana followers were
named Lingayats. The Aradhya families are
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noticed today in large numbers in Warangal
and a few at Vemulavada. The religious
preaching of Upadeshamu, Initiation was
common among them.

Veera Saivam is Saivism of the
stalwarts of heroic Saivism. A silver or
wooden reliquary is suspended from the
neck. Kakatiya kings did not give prop to
this division of Saivism. However,
Palkurthi Somanatha, who became a Veera
Saiva, advocated the teachings of Shiva and
composed Basava Purana. My father used
to sing a traditional song: Enthoshringaa
ramainavee Ayilonigullu, (How beautiful
are the temple premises), Enthochitramuga
(u)nnavi(They are really wonderful).
Varamanthri Khandey Rayudu, Munduna
Ganapathi (Before the idol of Khandey
Raya the Minister of the deity, Ganapathi
is spectacular.) Varnichanissahaayudu
(His pomp we cannot describe)

We find Bhairava, wearing a
garland of human skulls and requiring

marked by this Saivism as evidenced by
several sculptures of Bhairava found in the
districts of Warangal and Karimnagar.

There is a huge Ganesha idol at the
gate of the temple. The mention of that huge
idol of Vinaayaka did not catch the attention
of the author. The war-like activities of
Ayinavolu, and the dedication of the
warriors in Chalukya and Kakayiya rule
aptly described in the words of the author
will open the valour of Telangana to the
world.Alas! We find no empathy among the
readers and we call ourselves to be
civilized. I quote Lord Macaulay's words
"Poetry dies when the society is civilized."

The present Continuities fills hope
in the hearts of such thinkers and enlivens
the society, despite the danger of explosion
of knowledge through technological
information. Prof Ramakrishna's spirit of a
sage, mindful of future generations has to
be richly emulated. The reference to
Upanishads and Puranas is comfortably

human sacrifices and offering of wine for placed in his lucid narration of
propitiation. Western Chalukya period is  Continuities.
sk

Teaching is a very noble profession that shapes the character, caliber, and future of an
individual. If the people remember me as a good teacher, that will be the biggest honour

for me.
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-A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
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THE BHAKTI OF MILAKAZHVAN

Dr. M. Varadarajan®

Milakazhwan was a great scholar
with Acharya Nista. In Karnataka State,
there are two places called Upper Kongu
and Lower Kongu. These places were
controlled by Ganga Kings, Naduvil Kings
and Haisala Kings. When these were under
the control of Mysore Kings, the Britishers
separated the Lower Kongu State to Tamil
Nadu and Upper Kongu State to Karnataka.
Kannada and Tamil languages were united
and flourished in these places which is
mentioned in ancient scripts.

In Upper Kongu State,
Milakazhwan was a great scholar and
Asthana Vidwan in the Palace of the King
and was celebrated as a stringent poet and
in Sanskrit, he was called Marichasuri. He
had a small body, round face, like pepper
and sharp in wisdom like pepper pungency.
Since pepper is used for Lord's food which
is tasty, learned people called him Milaka.

When Sri Ramanuja was staying in
Karnataka, there were Sri Vaishanvas in
Mazhuvur, Maruthur, Thondanur, and
Saligrama and in other Agraharas. Sri
Ramanuja's disciples like Embar,
Ananthalwan, Somasiandan, Naduvil

* Professor of Tamil, SV University, Tirupati
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Azhwan, Echchan etc. were asked to
conquer the Mayavadins in those places.
At that time, Sri Ramanuja directed
Acharya Mudaliyandan to defeat in
discussion Milakazhwan, a disputant, who
was residing in Uppar Kongu State.
Accordingly, Mudaliyandan defeated
Milakazhwan in Tarka Vadha.
Milakazhwan placing on his back
Mudaliyandan crossed lower Kongu State
and reached Upper Kongu and prostrated
before Sri Ramanuja. Sri Ramanuja
asked,'Andan! Both of you look small in
body and big in mind. What happened'?
Milakazhwan told that in the disputation,
if he failed, he will become a disciple of
Sri Ramanuja by bowing low to his feet.
Hence, he requested Sri Ramanuja to place
his feet on his head. Sri Ramanuja replied,
"You carried on your back my feet. That is
enough. No further action is needed. Since
you are a Vidwan, you have to propagate
Visistadvaita Siddantha in this area as a
Simhasanadhipati'. He further did Pancha
samskara and made him a constant knower
of Tirumantra Rahasyam from Sastra
knowledge. Since then, Milakazhwan was
the faithful companion of Sri Ramanuja
during his stay in Karnataka State.

Sri Ramanuja was discoursing
Itihasa Puranas in the Prakara of Ethugiri
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Nachchiyar Sannidhi, after consecration of
Lord Tirunarayana in Melkote. At that time,
Milakazhwan used to attend the discourses.
Later Sriranga Nachchiyar, a devotee, while
constructing Tiruppavai Salai in Ethugiri
Nachchiyar Sannidhi, a small idol of
Milakhazhwan was chiseled on a pillar.
There is an inscription in which Sriranga
Nachchiyar's kainkaryam is mentioned as
follows:

Sri Thimma Thanda Nayaka Mahishee
Sriranga Nayakee rasitha
Sampathkumara Mahishee Bharathaha
prathipati Rangamandapiraka

There is a popular Sloka about four Divya
Desas which is as follows;

Sriranga Mangala Nidhim Karuna
nivasam

Sri Venkatadri Sikarala Kalamegam

Sri Hastisaila Sikharojvala Parijatham
Srisam Namami Sirasa Yadhusaila
Deepam

In these Divya Desas there is a
saying that one has to touch an object in the
temples. Likewise, in Tirunarayanapuram,
the idol of Milakazhwan chiseled on the
pillar of Yadhugiri Nachchiyar Sannidhi is
to be touched. Here, one used to take a
vow by placing salt, pepper, turmeric at his
feet.

There is a Itihya in the commentary
of Nammalvar's Tiruvoymozhi. There was
a King who built a cluster of houses for
presentation to the poor. He was, however,
very much averse to Sri Vaishnavites and
so, he declined to hand over one of the
houses to Milakazhwan, a Sri Vaishnava,
when approached by the latter for the grant.
He wanted to know the reason for not
allotting a house from the King. The King
told that he is worthy, but being a Vaishnava
and a disciple of Sri Ramanuja, he was not
qualified. Having heard this, Milakazhwan
was happy that at least the King considered
him as a Sri Vaishnava and a disciple of
Sri Ramanuja for which he gathered up his
garment, threw it up in the air and danced
with joy.

Milakazhwan requested Sri
Ramanuja to grant him liberation from this
world. Ramanuja ordered him to go to
Tirumala and request Lord Srinivasa.
Accordingly he went there and requested
the Lord but in vain. At that time, he
requested Acharya Tirumalai Ananthalwan,
who on his behalf requested Lord Srinivasa
to sanction him liberation. The very next
day, Milakazhwan attained Moksha. Such
is the greatness of devotion of Acharyas.

sekck
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Golden Article reprinted from Triveni, March-April 1931

ON PEDESTRIANS

K. Chandrasekharan*

Walking is as old as human life on
our planet. It was the earliest mode of
conveyance from place to place, before man
could learn to subdue the fleet-footed
animal and harness it. It was more a
necessity with the nomadic habits of our
ancestors. It has a beauty and plainness
which cannot be surpassed by the quickest
of modern locomotion. The discovery of
motor power, with its infinite capacity to
satisfy the complex needs of our
civilization, has only taxed us heavily. It
has sapped our muscular strength and
robbed us of the pleasure of slow and
leisurely moving. It has quickened the pace
of life and crowded the thoroughfares of
men. It has increased the trade of the West
and multiplied the wants of the East. It has
added considerably to the output of labour
per head and proportionately denied to all
the free growth and pure air essential for
health and contentment.

Walking which was once a sheer
necessity has become now quite a thing of
medical value. Unlike any other method of
exercise, walking allows the mind freedom
from exertion. The pedestrian is enviably
unique in this respect. He can score his
points in the midst of distractions. His
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muscular movement also gains an evenness
which has even the qualities of mechanical
regularity.

The pedestrian has an innate
jealousy of the man in the vehicle. He has
a secret hatred for the rotation of the wheel
which has caused almost a discord in the
ancient order of things. He dislikes it, as it
imprints the line of demarcation between
the rich and the poor. He loathes it because
he covets it. The millionaire proceeding
on foot earns a cheap popularity for his
quite simple habits. For walking levels
down all beings to the ordinary. The man
who lacks a lively interest in sports, often
resorts to pedestrianism. For it does not
require any special training or capacity. It
can never give the bitterness of failure
resulting from inherent disabilities for
games. For walking is to the child just as
eating or sleeping is. But there are swift
and tardy walkers, even as there are quick
and slow brains. This difference, if it
exists, is often more providential than man-
made.

The pedestrian has his own

waywardness and opinions. He derives
keen pleasure in crossing the road. His
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sense of dignity is cut to the quick when the
traffic regulations define his limits on the
King's Highway. He revolts occasionally
against the law, only to blink helplessly in
the midst of rushing traffic on the road. The
rainy day enthuses him sufficiently to
indulge in his pet aversion for cars, Vs the
constant fear of a shower bath in the dirty
water drives him to and fro in self-
protection. And the audible merriment,
sometimes, of the inmates of a car at the
sight of his plight, exasperates him to
despair. But he little reckons that the
instincts of man and the love of motion are
more responsible for the callousness of the
car driver. And when, with god-like grace,
he himself turns from a pedestrian into a
car owner, he leaves behind him all his
principles, even as the raging democrat
does when armed with the power he once
despised.

Though walking has never been
considered a rare endowment, pedestrians
have always a pride in their own
achievements. Great men have been and are
good walkers. The sense of vanity is tickled
on being reminded of it. But there are
faddists here just as in everything else. To
some, walking is as necessary a stimulant
as the morning coffee. Many are indifferent
as to the distance they cover. With a few,
anything short of a daily routine easily
upsets them. Some feel company an obstacle
to their steady progress, others like moving
with halts and starts as a marriage
procession. Perhaps one or two avoid even
familiar faces in order to gain a sure pace
and purpose.
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The joy of life is often given to the
man who knows to enjoy. Slow movement
has its own rewards for him just as quick
action has its own profits. He alone knows
the pleasure of strolling under the open
skies, far from the din of madding crowds.
Pure air improves him; fresh sights and
sounds invigorate him. He sees more in
Nature which is his. Smiling fields and
waving branches, sweet sounds and distant
hum, fill him with a satisfaction beyond
comparison. The hard realities of existence
are forgotten in the immensity of bright life
around. It restores to him the capacity not
to lay waste his powers. The world is not
too much with him.

In the speedy delights of modern
motion and the fast inter-communication of
distant parts of the world by the aid of
science, the pedestrian has no significance
from an utilitarian point of view. The foot
messenger has been long since substituted
by the wire and the wireless. He no longer
serves the needs of our society. He has
become a relic of the past and an object of
real curiosity. Still his pristine glory is
preserved in this ancient land of mine as a
mark of ascetic life.

The true Sanyasin avoids the train
and the car in his great work and
wanderings for social service. He begs on
foot his way through the babbling world of
high and low and brings the light of his
vision to the dark and dingy corners of
humanity. His feet can take him where cars
and carriages may fail. The feeble voice of
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the suffering multitudes can rarely reach the
man in haste. It is the lingering pedestrian
who knows the normal life, the simple joys
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and the deep sorrows of countless hearts
in all their magnitude. It is he that nourishes
the best ideals of the humanitarian.

skeksk
READERS’ MAIL
Your editing of Triveni under the tobeenjoyed by married women. Bertrand

close supervision of Professor Sreedhar
Murthy raised the intellectual level of
the cultural and literary magazine edited
for years by the world famous scholar
and editor I.V.Chalapati Rao. He made
the magazine more popular than the
lllustrated Weekly of India without
illustrations.

Ramakrishna Devarakonda, Warangal

The Editorial 'Viswakavi of India' in the
December 2019 issue of '"Triveni' is
comprehensive to portray the Divine Nature
of the Universe. It also presents Tagore's
versatality in his songs, stories, novels,
plays and paintings.

The article ‘Domestic Violence and
literature' is a tirade against men who
appear to snatch away the essential freedom

Russel's definition of marriage in his book
'‘Marriage and Morals' cannot be digested
by believers of 'Sanathana Dharma'. The
oaths uttered by the bride and the
bridegroom at the time of marriage 'Naathi
Charami etc.,' is a sacred bond between the
couple not to be broken throughout their life-
as in the traditional marriage.

In another article of Deshpande's "Masks
and Disguises", the characters in "Vyasa's'
"The Mahabharata' are to be understood on
a 'Superhuman scale' and as such 'Draupadi
cannot be branded as a normal woman with
five husbands'

The journal "Triveni' always stands for
upholding the merits of 'Sanathana Dharma'

as against the so called rational thinking.

C.V.G: Krishnamurty, Hyderabad
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BOOK REVIEW

Name of the book -Charitraka Rythu
Mahodyamam-Champaran Satyagraha,
Satavarshikotsavam. Editor-Ravela
Somayya , Publisher-Lohia Vijnana
Samithi, 101,Godha Nilayam,Mayuri
Marg, Begumpet, Hyderabad-500016.
Mobile n0.8121898440.Telugu & English
Book.

This is the second edition of the
book published to commemorate the
centenary of Champaran movement led by
Gandhi. It is gratifying to note that the book
needed a second edition within a short
period of four months.

This second edition comes with
addition of various reviews and comments
on the first edition and also some new
writings on the movement. The size of the
book is literally doubled. The new articles
are from eminent writers like Ramachandra
Guha, S.N.Sahu, Anil Nouria and Vadrevu
Chinaveerabhadrudu and others. They are
really enlightening.

Ramachandra Guha asserted that
the roots of Gandhi's leadership lie in the
Champaran movement. It established his
credibility as a leader with convictions
when he dared the colonial authorities to
arrest him for defying the unlawful laws.
He has also explained the different vested
interests that were intending to oppose him
It is true that there were resistance
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movements from the indigo farmers even
before the Champaran movement. But they
could not succeed against the brutal
suppression by the colonial authorities.
Those movements were sporadic and there
was no unifying force for them. It cannot
be gainsaid that the Champaran movement
succeeded because of the unifying force
supplied by Gandhi. He also served as an
enlightened leader of the movement mixing
freely with the peasants.

The confirmed Marxist Irfan
Habeeb paid glorious tributes to Gandhi
in the first edition of the book. He
appreciated the way in which Gandhi
managed to earn confidence of the peasants
in spite of being a stranger to them. He
moved as one with them. In addition
Gandhi also impressed them as an ethical
person when he preached non-violence and
stood upright against the threat of
imprisonment for defying the
administration. It was accepted as a lesson
in organizing a movement for any purpose.
While appreciating the technique adopted
by Gandhi, the intellectual honesty of Irfan
Habeeb also must be acknowledged.

As Mr.Tushar Gandhi, the great
grandson of Gandhi, has rightly stated the
Champaran movement has to be understood
as a powerful lesson to fight for the rights
of the oppressed and exploited, not
confined merely to the indigo farmers. He
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regretted that the condition of farmers is
still the same as it was a century ago. We
refuse to learn from history. Moreover he
conceded that a similar movement may not
be possible now since we, as people and
as Associations of farmers, are radically
divided representing different political
parties. It is a matter of shame that
exploitation of farmers is continuing more
intensely driving them to suicides.

Anil Nouria gave the context in
which Gandhi was involved with the
movement. In fact, at that time Gandhi was
involved more in understanding India as it
was different from South Africa in many
respects. Gandhi was aware of the troubles
of indigo cultivators in India as the journal
"Indian Opinion" published by him in South
Africareported the same earlier. But having
involved himself into the movement at the
invitation of the suffering peasants, he gave
it his heart and soul. Instead of assuming
leadership directly, he started to understand
the people and the actual problem. He mixed
freely with the peasants to gain their
confidence. He earned their respect by
defying the authorities inviting
imprisonment. He had to educate them and
infuse confidence that they can get their
problems solved.

Nouria explained what was
happening all over the world while
Champaran was engaged with the problem.
When Gandhi entered Champaran, Lenin
entered Russia from Switzerland to lead the
Bolshevik revolution. In June 1917 Annie
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Besant was interned for starting the Home
Rule League. There were public agitations.
Gandhi advised them to follow "Passive
Resistance" to avoid any damage. He told
them "it may be illegal but not unlawful".
He believed in it so deeply. As a result she
was released in September itself.

People followed him with
confidence as he infused confidence in them
about their capacity but also because of the
righteousness without violence which forms
the moral basis for their fight. While Lenin
was appealing to the industrial workers and
soldiers, Gandhi in India was looking to
the poor peasants spread over villages and
disorganized. He had to bring unity among
them and set a common goal before
them.S.N.Sahu explained the ramifications
of the agricultural movement led by Gandhi
into the various fields like education,
gender equality, public hygiene and
communal harmony. It has transformed the
agrarian movement into a social movement
on which the independence movement was
moulded. When the District Administration
in Motihari alleged that his presence is
causing disturbances and so he has to leave
the place, Gandhi denied the allegation, and
in protest surrendered the Kaiser-i-Hind
Medal awarded to him by the British
government for his humanitarian work in
South Africa. He studied the conditions of
farmers in such detail and truthfully that the
report submitted by him to the colonial
government formed the basis for the
Champaran Agrarian Act, 1918 stopping the
forcible cultivation of indigo by the

JAN.-MAR. 2019



64

farmers. It was a big relief for them. In fact
it was the main aim of the resistance itself.
Gandhi supported protection for cow but
condemned killing of people who eat beef.
It has to be achieved by conviction and not
by compulsion, he said. He did not like a
statutory prohibition of beef even when the
Hindus become majority in government. But
unfortunately it is now sitting in the
constitution itself.

The genuine agony felt by Vadrevu
Chinaveerabhadrudu, while commenting on
the first edition of the book, has to be noted.
He laments that the most important incidents
of history - like the Champaran movement
- are least mentioned in writings. There is
not much of literature on history in this
regard. Not only the ignorant rural people,
even the literate scholarly members of
society do not give due importance to such
factors that determine the real course of
history. Authors concentrate more on
political aspects ignoring social and
humanitarian incidents. It may be noted that
Ravela Somayya, the founder and convener
of Lohia Vignana Samiti, stated that a book
on Champaran written by Dr.Rajendra
Prasad was in syllabus when he was a
student in college. But later on we do not
find any such books in the curriculum which
is replete with British history and English
literature. The trend is to highlight capitalist
and elite aspects ignoring rural and poverty
problems. He described the Champaran
movement as an ethical movement rather
than political. It was an attempt on the part
of Gandhi to express his indignation on the
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injustice being perpetrated on the innocent
and helpless farmers. The subsequent
movements like non-cooperation and Quit
India were taken up for purely political
purposes. Gandhi's willingness to get
imprisoned for defying an unjust law was
the way to infuse confidence among the
people to stand by their own convictions.
He was trying to bring together the
oppressed illiterate masses of the rural
areas to the compassion and consideration
of the urban enlightened population. He felt
it necessary to liberate the people from
mental slavery before making them ready
for political freedom. The independence
movement was successful because of the
groundwork done by him.

One hundred years back Champaran
movement taught us that political and social
freedom is possible only through non-
violence and truth. But the Naxal movement
of fifty years back insists that political
freedom is possible only through agitation
and violence. The riddle is that the common
man is indifferent to both the movements.
He whiles away his time enjoying cheap
entertainments. That is the heartfelt agony
of Vadrevu Chinaveerabhadrudu and it
reflects the feelings of intellectuals in the
society now. His reflections are given in a
Telugu version. It would have been
worthwhile to give an English version of
the same.

Nevertheless, the additions made in

the second edition of the book really add
weight to the book. The significance of
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Champaran movement is analysed from Mr.Ravela Somayya and the Lohia Vignana
different angles and from different points Samiti are to be congratulated for it.
of view helping the reader get a wholesome

idea of its place in history.

Jawaharlal Jasthi
Hyderabad
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NEW MEMBERS

The following is the list of Donors/ Members who have joined the TRIVENI family
during January -March 2018. The TRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomes them.

Donors: Annual Members:

Sri Atma Ram, USA Rs.10000/- St Joseph's College
Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu

Life Members:

Sri Srinivas Sripathi USA  US$200

Sri Prakash Jotwani USA  US$200

AN APPEAL

Journals like TRIVENI devoted to literature, culture, and human values cater to
a limited number of intellectuals and are not to be considered as successful business
propositions in any country. Its publication isonly possible by the generous support
of the cultured and enlightened readers. This earnest appeal is to solicit the patronage of
philanthropic persons to enlist themselves as Subscribers, Patrons and Donors and extend
their co-operation to the cause of Indian literature, culture and human values and/or help
us in any way possible. Donations to TRIVENI are exempt from Income Tax, Under
Section 80G (2) &(5) of the I.T. Act, 1961.

Cheque/DD can be drawn in Favour of Bank Details:
‘Triveni Foundation' payable at Hyderabad. A . ihra Bank Tarnaka Branch

Account No. 057810100029288
IFSC Code: ANDBO0000578
MICR Code: 500011050

We also invite writers and the intellectual community to come forward with
their articles and share their ideas, experiences with the readers of TRIVENI.
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Super Star Bhanumathi - the aunty next door
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