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A great painting by Raja Ravarma from a great dram&akuntala

The famous painter brings to life a sensitive and dramatic moment in this scene.
Sakuntalatries to steal a glance at Dushyanta, her lover king, pausing under the
pretext of removing a thorn that pricked her foot.
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TRIPLE STREAM
ABHIGNANASAKUNT ALAM

kavyeshu natakam ramyam
natakeshu sakuntalam

D. Ranga Rao*

Kalidasa the author @bhignana the grandeur of the life of his times in his
sakuntalam is considered the guru of thevork.
fraternity of poets in the Indian context. In

the post-¥dic Indian polity Kalidasa takes Legendary personalities of whom
his place withvalmiki andVyasa for his not much is known have interesting stories

aesthetic and artistic excellence. Detai@;gbgtggntgetgirg;; Ii?lif:rlgt;hgbrv?/g%a%z
about this eminent poet are not available

record.The father of Greek philosophy essings of Goddess Kali whom he

Socrates, is known through the works (Worshipped with deep devotion and_
his disciples Plato anA?istotIe but emerged as a scholar and poet. Hence his

Kalidasa is surmised only through hifame Kalidasa, the servant of Kal.
works. Scholar critics say that Kalidasa's
literary output was great but the common
One can guess that he must hawmderstanding is that he wrote two long
been an impressive personagliyscholarly poems kayvag raghuvamsam and
and a social figure deeply read in ancieRtimarasambhavam, two short poems
literary lore, theVedas sastras systems meghasandesam and ruthusamharam
of philosophypuranas erotics, ethics andand the three playsikramorvasiyam,
the epiclRamayanandMahabharataHe malavikagnimitram and abhignana
must have been a devotee of Lord Siva wisakuntalam. Of the three plays our focus
also worshipped Lor®/ishnu with equal is on abhignanasakuntalam considered
fervour He was certainly a votary of beautyhe greatest Sanskrit drama that made a
and a lover of nature, possessing a cleaark in the sphere of world drama as an
knowledge of the social, political andunmatched literary marvel.
religious conventions as well as the
geography of vast areas of the kingdom and Sanskrit plays were in vogue before
the country in which he lived, perhap$00 B.C. This makes them the oldest in
during 4", 5"centuries of the Common Eraworld literature. Drama had evolved as a
Kalidasa represents the culture and depigispular form of public entertainment to all
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classes of spectators, high and low alilkesence and meets Sakuntala. They fall in
by the time Kalidasa appeared on the scehaeve at first sight. The king marries
The spectators were multilingual an&akuntala in thgandharvatradition and
followed easily Sanskrit and Prakrit usethey spend a happy time togetfiére king

on the stage by the players and dranh@aves for his kingdom promising to take
provided intellectual and aesthetiter to his palace at the appropriate time
enjoyment to the people. Bharata Munigiving her his bejewelled signet ring with
natyasastra had laid down the conventionshis name carved on it as his memento.

to be followed in the art of dramatics, natya

meaning both dance and drama. Bharata Durvasa mahamuni, the very
said that drama provides the much needpdrsonification of angewisits Kanvas
rest and relief to the spectators. Kalidasshram. Sakuntala who is lost in longing
followed in his plays the rules laid dowrthoughts of her lover fails to attend on

by Bharata. Durvasa and honour him. Durvasa curses
that the man who loves her will fygt her
The story in brief: But on request for redemption he says that

the man would recognize her on seeing any

Preamble: Indra, the God ofbjectleftbehind by him.
Heaven, dispatches the ravishingly )
beautiful celestial dancer Menakato disrupt ~ Kanvareturns to his ashram, learns
the severe penance undertaken by maharéiiat transpired in his absence, blesses
Viswamitra against him. Menaka Succee&akuntab. who is with child and decides to
in her mission and also presents the sagnd her to her husband. Sakuntala sets out
with a baby girl whom she leaves in th@ith her maids but loses the signet ring
ashram of rishi Kanva before leaving fowhich slips from her finger into the river
her celestial abode. Rishi Kanva finds tHey were crossing.

baby girl, names her Sakuntala and rears ) _ _
her in his ashram with fatherly love. The king fails to recognize her when
she meets him in his palace, rejects to take
The play runs into seven cantos. THeer as his wife and orders her to leave the
place of action is earth, sky and heaveRalace as Sakuntala fails to confront him
The hero is Dushyanta, the Pourava kiniith his signet ring. Now the most
who has all the attributes a hero and kirgexpected thing happe#stay of light in
should possess. The heroine is Sakuntal}¢ form of a woman carries away
the most beautiful and innocent daughter Sfakuntala to the mountain in space, where
the celestial damsel Menaka and sad@aharshi Maareecha has his ashram.
Viswamitra. Dushyanta in his hunting sprea@kuntala gives birth to a baby boy who is
visits the ashram of rishi Kanva in higiamed Bharata.
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In the meanwhile the signet ring lost The dramatist establishes the hero
by Sakuntala is recovered by a fishermaas one who followdharmaand the heroine
from the belly of a fish he had caught. Thas the best specimen of womanhood, while
news reaches the king and the fishermansaking the play a 'love idyll' which theme
taken to the king with the ring. Kinggained international appreciation.
Dushyanta looks at the ring, recollects the Keeping in tune with the tradition,

past and repents whole-heartedly fotFle play projectsringaraandveera rasas

rejecting his wife. But he does not knowy "2 e characteristic of Sanskrit drama
the whereabouts of his wife Sakuntala.

of the dayKalidasa makes the play more
. impressive by makingaruna rasaand
Dushyanta who is close to the Go asya rasaalso a part of the narrative

of Heaven Indra, goes to help him i_n ﬁ'nrough Kanva and the king's companion the
war againstrakshasas completes his Vidushaka

mission and in his journey back to earth

dicides to spend some time in the ashram Kalidasa's style is graceful, lucid
of maharshMaareecha situated midway ond pleasing with no bombast. His prose
amountain. There he sees the boy Bharai®,as racy as his poetrfhe superb
well built and strong for his age whapicturesque descriptions of nature and his
resembles himself in features. He learrgndling of romantic passion are the other
that he is the son of Sakuntala who is presédnghlights.

in the ashram under the care of maharshi Another characteristic of Kalidasa

?\/_Ia%reecha. He meﬁts_ Sakuntala, expresgefis ahundant use of similes, truthful and
Is deep agony at their separation, repents, iiic which make his narration pleasing.
for his earlier act of rejection and seek$},o style adopted by Kalidasa creates

Sakuntala's forgiveness. The play en :
happily as Sanskrit drama cannot end in a ppy and pleasant sensations.

tragedy Mareecha blesses the king to rule There is something more than
his kingdom with peace and plenty fosupernatural in his play which we can call
hundreds of yearall is well that ends well celestial supernaturalityThe poet
as Sakuntala is recognized by Dushyantantroduces divine beings who appear and
disappear helping the narration move
Kaslidasa borrowed the story fronforward. Certain incidents that cannot be
Vyasa'dMahabharataand improved upon acted on the stage are narrated by characters
the original by introducing his innovationin their conversation, some from behind
of the signet ring and the curse of Durvashe stage, thus keeping the continuity of
which pep up the tempo of the play andction. Sakuntala, the ashramite, expresses
elevate the dramatic effect makingerthoughts mostly through 'asides' and are
Dushyanta's character blemishless. rendered in Prakrivhile Dushyanta, the

TRIVENI APR.-JUN. 2018



king speaks directly in Sanskrit, again a Sir William Jones. the Indologist,

typical trait of Sanskrit drama. translated the play into English. This version
was translated into German. Goethe, the
German poet is said to have gone into

dimensions upholds the ideal dharma tures at the maanificence of the pla
traditions, cultured and upright behaviou2Prures att 9 I the play
Her reading it, extolling the genius of the

and a deep sense of devotion to God aﬂaamatist
such virtues which the hero, the heroine a :

other characters display in an exemplary _ ) .
manner This epic drama has a special

. . _ significance to us because the child Bharata,
Itis said that the taste of the puddingye son of Dushyanta and Sakuntala was to

is in its eating. One should reagye the ancestor @haratavarsha, India,
abhignanasakuntalam at least in a \yhose descendents we are.

translation to know why the play enjoys
international reputation.

This classic play of epic

COOL SHADES: THOUGHTS SUBLIME

M.G.Narasimha Murthy*

Brilliant sunshine on trees in bloom And remembered his mystic experience
On the majestic mountain slope Of that "serene and blessed mood

And the sparkling, sprawling lake - In which the affections gently lead us on
A vast mirror to the bright blue sky Until the breath of this corporeal frame
And the gliding clouds, snowy white -  And even the motion of our human blood
An exhilarating, heavenly sight! Almost suspended, we are laid asleep
Strolling happily under lush green trees While with an eye made quiet by the power
Along the side of the glistening lake Of harmony and the deep power of,joy
Charmed by the enchanting scene, We see into the life of things." -

Deep in my heart, | keenly felt An endless echo of ancient yogis' voice,
A saintly poet's unseen presence Revealing the ecstasy of communion

With the mysterious, divine presence
That pervades the splendid universe.

* Principal (Retd.), Hyderabad
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EXTRACTS FROM

THE FIRST TRIVENI ENDOWMENT LECTURE - 2018
A Tribute to the memoty of Late Sri | V Chalapati Rao

ETHics AND VALUES FoRrR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

(Delivered by Shri M.Gopalakrishna, IAS (Retd.) on 25ttApril 2018 at
Vivekananda Institute of Human Excellence, Ramakrishna Math, Hyderabad)

The first Triveni Endowment Indon, India and Bharat and as the land
Lecture on Ethics andalues for National beyond the river Sindhu.
Development is a befitting tribute to the
memory of Shri Chalapathi Rao and A country the nation and its people
doubly blessed as it is presided over yre usually considered synonymo#s.
Swami Jnanadanandaji, President of R #ation has a specific identity which is a
Math. The subject is of enduring relevanagombination of its historygeography
as a link between the past and the preseaiology its religions and its people with
and inspiration to create a better fututieir ethics and value systems and way of

for our country life. It is also a cultural concept of what
other people and nations think of India and
India - A country and a nation: what Indians think about their country

India is a sub-continent andhemselves and other countries, nations and
territorial entity It is an ancient country butpeople.
a young nationA country is a territorial
area united by geograptspcial, economic, Geologically India is one of the
political structural and cultural coherencepldest parts of the globe, the Gondwana land
A nation is the large group or groups aihass, which later drifted and became India,
people residing in a country and united b&ustralia andAfrica. The Deccan Plateau
common descent, language(s), religion(ss home to some of the oldest rock
ethnicity(s), history(s), culture(s),formations of the world.
tradition(s), consent, consensus and united
in thought, word, belief, values, culture and Geographicallyindia is a peninsula
collective action. Such a multi-linguistic surrounded by three seas. Indiais referred
multi- religious, multi-racial, diverse,to asAsethu Himachalartand stretching
pluralistic cultural entity is India which isfrom the Himalayas to the seas. Our
known variously as Hindustan, Indef\ationalAnthem(s)Vande Matharam" and
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"Jana Gana Mangroudly mention about times, ideologies of Democra&ocialism,
the land, rivers, waters, regions, crop§ecularism, Communism and Marxism
people and culture of India. Indian$ave also taken root.
consider India as Mother and motherland
and superior even to HeaveWMatha, India's cultural influence was
Matrubhumischa, swagadapi gariyasi  widespread a8rihath Bharathall over
South EasAsia, Tibet, parts of China and
Historically, India has had anlarge tracts up t&fghanistan and Central
unbroken culture and civilization of ovetAsia, primarily due to Sanskrit, Pali and
5000 years, starting from the Pre-historiBrahmi texts on religion. It gave the concept
era, the Harappan CivilisatioNedic of Zero,Vedic mathematics addstronomy
period and the unbroken continuity till dateo the world and exporté&tbga, martial arts
and the way of life. Sanskrit was developed
Culturally, its influence spread allas a refined language with its own grammar
over the world as the land of Knowledgand syntax. Hinduism and Buddhism spread
due to its reputed seats of learning likall over the world from India.
Nalanda, Nagarjuna an@iakshashila
Universities. Its scientific, religious and India's trade was spearheaded by
cultural pursuits and achievements were tineerchants from the East Coast during the
envy of other nations. Its philosopleylture rule of Cholas, Pallavas and Kalingas to
and way of life was carried by itineranmost of South-eagtsia. Trade with Rome
preachers from India and visitors to Indiand Middle East and China flourished as
from all parts of the world. Its diversjty evidenced by archaeological finds, artifacts
spirit of religious tolerance, hospitalityand coins. India's built heritage or its
openness, spiritual knowledge, harmoniousfluence is visible inAngkorVat in
economic growth and peaceful co-existen€é@ambodia. Its living heritage is seen in
with its neighbours was the envy of thtndonesiaThailand, Malaysia, Myanmar
world. It nurtured Kingdoms, and some obingapore, Laosyietham, Korea, Japan,
the earliest democratic and republica@hina and other countries. The Namaste
societies. It accepted all faiths frongreeting, names and religious beliefs and
Animism to Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainisnrstories of Ramayana and Maha Bharata and
and other religions from all over the worldtheir influence on language, dress, and
It traded globally and was a commerciadulture in many countries are signs of India's
haven forArab traders. Early Christiancultural influence through amity and unity
missionaries like St. Thomas and the Syrian
orthodox church took root in India much Students from all over the world
before it spread elsewhere. Parsis from Irflocked to India for education, professional
sought refuge and settled in India. In receskills or religious instruction. India
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exported spices, silks, ideas and scholars Up till the 1750s, India was a
and imported gold in the pastoday prosperous nation. In 1830, it accounted for
Indian scholars migrate to advance@3% of the theiVorld's GDPwhile China
countries for study! The nature of trade magccounted for 25%. The British rule of 200
be changing, but the exchange of knowledgears impoverished the count®nly after
and technology continues between the Edstlependence, has India come into its own.
and theNest. It needs to now go fast-forward to fulfill
its destiny and provide for its citizens, rapid

India's lasting contribution to the : .
world are its spirit of 'humanity’, pluralism =00 MC development and prosperity

Co-existonce and asammiation driven by (9l potential Power House:
idealist concepts ohno Bhadra Krithav% India s the largest democracy of the
P world and the second most populous

Yanthu Vsawatahor “Let noble thoughts ountry with a large demand for goods and

S,ggj%g?vféﬁmsg;fgﬁg ,t,thheev\\,'\%lr? d iin@ervices and greater potential for higher
rowth. It is the fifth largest economy of

?(ﬂtefannecéarg”ycunmgga?ghe;rﬁs etcg he world and poised to become the thir_d
Sanskruthi Iargest. People below the age of 35 in I_ndla
constitute more than half the population.
The world has shrunk with betterThis ensures for India, a thirty year
communications while technology has ledvindow of opportunity” amidst the world's
to the death of time and distand¢e were ageing populationWe have to gainfully
slow in adopting the earlier three Industrialtilize our human capital to fill the skill
RevolutionsWe are now on the thresholdyaps between our levels and that of the
of the Fourth Industrial revolution ofworld in terms of Knowledgdechnology
Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, Frontier Strategy Performance, Productivity
sciences, Space voyages, 3 D Printingompetitiveness, Credibility and
genetics and the like and cannot afford teeadership. This involves development of
miss it. Meanwhile, nations have movethtellectual, Organizational, Commercial
from dependence to independence to intéd Social capital.
dependence and now to Internet-
dependence! Local, Regional and National India's strengths as a Nation are its
is now merging into International. Locademocracyits demographyits diversity
events anywhere have an impadts diaspora and its growing demand for
everywhere in the world. Local has trulgoods, services and technologlys
become global! Nations have to noworldwide diaspora are the source of ideas,
become more global in outlook while beingnvestments, innovations, technolpsfart-
local, focal and where necessagcal!  ups, and managerial expertise. Its demand,
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both present and potential has to be mongich provides for universal welfare of the
effectively utilized to leverage its growthpeople by elimination of povertwe must
We have to skill, re-skill and up-skill ourprovide equal opportunities by way of
population. However what is lacking igjuality education, including vocational and
Discipline and sharper focus on our goafsituristic digital skills, Better Health,
and measures to accelerate actionin atiH®eusing, Roads, Ports, Water,
bound manner Transportation, Infrastructure and Services
to help citizens to lead happy livege have
The bane of India's progress iso rise in the rating of the Human
crime, corruption, communalism andevelopment Index and move towards the
casteism, and atrocities on women aritHappiness Index" in line with India's ethics
dalits. Even more disturbing is the nexuand values. Happiness comes when people
between corruption and crime and the linkike and enjoy doing what they are doing
between politicians and criminals! Irfor their own progress and that of the
popular parlance, we have to break th@ountry
chain of corruption of Neta, Dada, Lala,
Baba, Bibi, Jhola, Haftha, Mamool and th&overnance:
like. Corruption arises due to wrongful use, Governance comes from the French
abuse and misuse of authority for personabrd Gubernaewhich means rule, but with
gain.We have to make corruption which ishe consent and consensus of the ruled.
now a "Low risk-High return” game to aGovernance is the higher form and standard
"High risks - No Return" and pain andfadministration. Itis the role of the captain
prison gameW.Gladstone as Primeof a ship who is steering and not that of the
Minister of England said "it is theoarsmen rowing the ship. The Captain is
responsibility of a leader to make it easgesponsible to set the direction and take the
for people to do good and make it difficulship speedily and safely to its destination.
to do bad". This is required to eliminat&overnance is the compass that sets the
corruption! It also requires political will, direction and the clock that sets the pace of
administrative skills and public goodwill.progress. Governance requires
understanding of personal and public good
Our drawbacks are the lack ofo steer the countrita advises Indians to
character commitment, courage andbe Satvikin outlook andRajasikin action
conviction that with Concerted action wéor good governance.Pravrittincha
can create our own destiny and build a grddtvrittincha.
future for our country
Government is the instrumentality
The policy and agenda of theghrough which Governance is delivered.
country must be National Developmen®ur government is emphasizing "Minimum
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government and Maximum governance". Bhuthi or the\Vedas Smriti, remember
is said that "if you have good people, yothe Ithihasasand Puranas practice
will have good governance". The delivery{Sadachara’ or good conduct and follow
of good Governance requires an effectiwthical practices and lasti$wasyacha
and honest Government which is expectguiiyam Atmanabr act in accordance with
to be "SMART" i.e. Simple, Moral, the shrill voice of one's own conscience ,
Accountable, Reliable, Responsive antthe final judge.
Transparent. Good ethics, morals and
values means good administration and Our scriptures likeRamayana
businessA Government and businessioted that India comprises of 'peoples' of
without ethics is a Government and businedgferent races, languages and cultures and
at risk!. needs to be governed and welfare assured
in a "just” and "equitable” manneyayena
Governance has three major actorg)jargena paripalayanthanand provide
the Sate, the Market and Civil Societyfor security of life of not only men; but also
The State is the country or nation ananimals and wild beasts. The state must
Government. Market is trade andleploy the services of intellectuals for the
commerce both internal and external arqgtoper and just administration of the
Civil Society comprises the citizens, mediaountry
and non-government organizations.
Governance and Public Leaders:
Governance in India in the past: People are exhorted to become
The Vedasare among the earlieste€aders and not followers! But "Unless one
records of mankind/id means to knoyto IS @ good Leader he cannot secure
listen and to learn. The Upanishad$llowers”. Itis said " obey is to learn
represent the quintessence of teslas (0 command”. Governance requires people
while \/edantaexp|ains the purpose ando understand that ".meanS are as Important
end result of all spiritual endeavoMedas as the ends to achieve our goal&lbert
are not a Comp"ation by an individual buE|nSte|n, the scientist remarkedthat in the
the distilled wisdom of mankind. Whilemodern world, ‘there is perfection of the
\Vedasprescribed the standards, and leadéPgans but confusion of the enda/e need
practiced them, thRishisand Rulers were clarity of both the means and ends.
expected to honoumaintain and continue

the traditions and co-relate them to ground In the context of falling standards
realities. of Governance and public service, Britain

set up the Lord Nolan and Neill Q C

he four- fold path prescribed fofCommittee in 1997 to  examine the
people in the Smriti was to followrequirements of leadership and the conduct
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and character expected of a public leadewn song and sermon delivered through a
and a public servant. The Committeprocess of dialogue and conversation
recommended that all public leaders arfambodhana Bodithanit says that the
public servants have to develop and folloveader has to set high standards, and follow
the essential qualities of Selflessnestose standards so that common people may
Integrity, OpennessAccountability emulate themA Leader has to exemplify
HonestyObjectivity and Leadership. Indiaand simplify matters. He has to be Kingly
must actively cultivate these qualitiesutside and Saintly insida&.king has to be
amongst public leaders and public servarastively calm and calmly activeAlbert
for good Governance and fulfillment ofEinstein when asked about his concept of
Citizens Charters. leadership, said "A leader is one who sees
Vision: si_m_plicity in complexi'gy o_pportunity in
.India must develo : plfflculty and harmony in discord".
p a nationa
Vision with a perspective for the next fifty

%22855%; tv&?sgs?(;]nesrsvtﬁgﬂglmsﬁn be aThinker and DoeA leader must have
y 9 . _equanimity of mindSamatvam &ga

But it is the national Passion alone that can S
drive and sustain th&ction. Such action EUchyateand thatvoga is linking thought

must also have elements of com assioand action, leading to efficiency and
P ectiveness in the work i.e¥ogah

?r:gﬂgﬁts;%rr" daarllgiosrc]ecure unity of Ioe0|O|Rarmas_u KaushalamThe last verse in
: the Gita says that wheYiogeshwara
India has always believed thaKrishna i.e. Lord Krishna a¥ogi, the
Vision or Kalpana must be backed bythinker, joins hands witArjuna, the ready
Sankalpanar determination, followed by archer decisive action will take place and
Parikalpanaor a sound Plan @fction and lead to assured victarfirm policy, wealth
Rupakalpanar building the country andand success. Our focus and action combined
its image andarya Nirvahanaor doing with Lords blessings is required to secure
sincere work an&arya Sadhanar the victory.
achievement of the goalowards this end,
the elders have to guide and youth muBtHics, MoRALS AND VALUES:
become growth engines and drivers of
progress who propel the country in the fagtthics:
forward mode to its rightful destiny and Ethos is a Greek word denoting
make India a beacon light for the world. spirit. It is akin to the Indian concept of
life-force orPranaor SwasaThe practice
The Gita's Upadesa: of ethos is ethikos which becomes a habit
The Bhagavad Gita is the Lord'$n course of time. Ethos is the spirit of the

The Gita says that a leader has to
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individual, family, societycountry or nation children to learn to "Do Good, Be Good
which influences the way the people anand Feel Good"A famous quote on
organizations think, do, actorreact. EthicSovernance is "There is more to
includes morals and moral principles whicsovernance than Governance" which refers
pervade all walks of life. It is society'so the moral principles and actions that are
mechanism of self-regulation to maintaitmportant in Governance.

order and good relationships in a society

It is universal in nature and is the unwritteNalues:

law which people voluntarily comply with. Value is an enduring system of
Good conduct and Goodness expected bglief or faith which one follows. It is a
society is Society's ethos. The Greek mofpersonal code of conductand the preferred
is Logos, Pathos and Ethas every act behaviour which is expected in a society
must be done with logic and passion whicvalues enable us to "Live, Let live and Help

must be tempered by ethos. live". It also tells us "to do unto others what
you expect them to do unto yowalues
Morals: are anchors in difficult situations and help

Morals enable us to distinguistyou to remain stable and calm during
between Right and/rong, Good and Bad, difficult and turbulent times. Good values
Virtue andvice. Ethos is moralistic. Moralshelp in building "Character" and good
teach us that man must grow fronsonductAll religions lay emphasis on the
'‘Selfishness' to 'Unselfishness' tomportance of Character aihlues.We
'‘Selflessness' i.e. fronswartha to have Indian values and Universal values.
Niswarthato Aswarthd. The nation Important IndianValues areSatya
requires citizens to move fro®wahitha Dharma Shantj Ahimsa Prema Nyaya
to Swa janahithaAnya janahithaAlpa Gnang Daya, Damaor Control of ego,
Jana Hithg Bahujana Hithaand Sarva Danaor Charity Yagna or sacrifice and
Jana Hitha Samathvaor HarmonyAlmost all Indian

values are accepted as Universal values

The simple test to decide what ishowing the validity of our concepts and
moral and what is not is that if a persopractices.Albert Einstein, the eminent
does something and feels good about it,stientist said "fly not to become a person
is moral. If he does something and feetsf success; but rather try to become a person
bad about it, it may not be morall of value"
unselfish acts are considered as moral acts.

Morals help us to bring about unity in oubharma or Righteousness:

thought, word and deed. i.8lanasa InIndia,Dharmais considered the eternal
Vacha Karmana Morals representor universal lawThe nearest equivalent in
goodness. No wondemothers teach English is probably RighteousneBfiarma
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is defined asDharmo Dharayathi Ithyahu with the stirring message of the convocation
i.e. Dharmaupholds order in the societyaddress delivered 7000 years ago, to the
andDharmo darayathi Prajatlthat which outgoing graduates by the Kulapathi of
brings people together and binds thentakshashila Universityvith the mantra of
Dharmais Swayam-Bhuvar self-born for Asma Bhava - Parashu BhavaRe as
societal welfare. The King and his lawstrong as a rock in your Determination
and orders have to conform@tarma A and be as sharp as the edge of the Battle
popular saying iDharmo Rakshathi axe inintellectAnd if the edge gets blunted,
RakshithahHathova Hanthi.e.Dharma go back to the hard rock of your
if protected, protects Bharmaif killed, determination and hone it to the same
kills. In India, all laws have to conform tasharpness so that we can fight one more
provisions of the Constitution of India andbattle and win the war of life! Let these
Dharma as decided by the ethos antivo thoughts be the golden weapons of
conscience of the Judges. India, our motherland, Bharat.

The students must remember the Let me conclude by thanking the
Upanishadic exhortation, of Swamlearned audience, the Sabha, for the patient
Vivekananda, "Ariséiwake and p not hearing and conclude by echoing your
till the goal is reachedTo reach that goal, feelings that India will strive to fulfill the
the students will have to do their Homémeless prayer
work, Hard work, Smart worKieam work
and build a Network and know never forgedarve Bhavantu Sukhinah,
that it is sincere work that achieves our ain&arve santu nira mayaah,
and objectives. Sarve bhadrani pasyantu

Ma kaschid dukhabhaga bhaveth
| would like to conclude my talk
Lokah Samastha - Sukhino Bhavantu

*kk

Let us remember we are all part of dhmerican family We are united in common
values, and that includes belief in equality under thelbasic respect for public order
and the right of peaceful protest.

Barack Obama
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ECO-SENSITIVITY FOR PLANETARY WELLNESS:
LESSONS FROM THE VEDAS

Tutun Mukherjee*

Sensitivity regarding ecology andesources are getting depleted at an
environment has been steadily growingppalling scale. Whatever corrective steps
through the last century and has very rightBre taken, at least three aspects must be
captured global attention. Several maifiactored in: first, there must be legislation
made disasters in recent times have shakemgovern human activity and accountability;
the general indifference and apathy towargecond, wide-ranging education about the
our surroundings and have alerted us to tateps to be followed to care for the
irreparable damage that our callougnvironment; third, inculcation of ethical
indifference caused to ecological balancewareness about the integral connection
The selfish and greedy exploitation opetween the health of ecology and
Nature has wrecked the environment to suehvironment with human well-being and the
an extent that unless urgent corrective stegsllective and shared responsibility for
are taken, the living conditions for our futureonservation at both macro and micro
generations would be irreparably harmettvels.

The serious concern regarding
contemporary state of environment that must Such concern about environment
be emphasized is the need to uplift artbes not however mean that ecological
nurture the bond between Nature amvareness was absent in human culture
humans for global welfare and wellnesgarliet Indeed, in their very first
In recent years, nations of the worl@xpression, humans celebrated Natile.
gathered to discuss the serious implicatioagicient cultures provide evidence of this.
of the increasing carbon footprintiterary expression from ancient India can
accelerating global warming and to ponddye cited as exemplary texts of eco-
upon the best efforts to collectively arrestensitivity and ethical understanding about
the impact. In fact, scientists have declarédiman responsibility towards the
that from the last century we are witnessirgjstenance of the environment. For
"massive extinction event" when specidgstance, the earliest texts of India, the
are disappearing rapidly and naturafedas abound in hymns and sermons that
uphold a holistic understanding of the
* Professor of Comparative Literature [retd] Universe and the cosmic ord&éhe Vedas
University of Hyderabad are written in rich symbolic language in
poetic form that can be understood in
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multiple ways. The fundamental beliethe biosphere and various aspects of
propagated by theedasis that Spirit or natural phenomena like global temperature,
the energy of life is continuous and journeyscean salinityoxygen in the atmosphere,
through many embodiments. Thisiydrosphere of liquid water and other
underscores the concept of 'change’ tha&isvironmental variables that influence the
caused by the ever-volatile energgvolution of life forms and the habitability
permeating the universe which is inevitablgf Earth. '‘Gaia’ is another name for Earth-
reflected in the human world. SuciMother who is addressed by various names
cosmocentric view of life put forth in thein different cultures. Gaia is associated with
Vedasexplains the cyclic and rhythmicthe Greek myths of the origin of the world
order of creation and destruction, and trend in the words ofeschylus: "First in
passage of energy from organism tay prayey before all other deities, | call
organismThe\edassuggest ways to attuneupon Gaia, Primeval Prophetess...The
one's inner soul, thought, behavior an@reek great earth mothérLovelock
activities to the eternal laws of the universgefined Gaia as "a complex entity involving
to promote and foster harmony and peacetsarth's biosphere, atmosphere, oceans and
co-existence among all living forms soil; the totality constituting a feedback or
encompassing the human and animal worldgbernetic system which seeks optimal
and including plants, trees and watgrhysical and chemical environment for life
bodies. Hence, according to the lessonsaf this planet” The theory was further
the Vedas the presumption about humaileveloped and fine-tuned by microbiologist
domination over the natural world idynn Mamgulis. Initially the Gaiarheory
fallacious. What must be understood is thatas severely criticized for being
the natural environment does not belong teleological and contradicting principles of
humans alone. Humans only partake of itetural selection. But over the years the
bounty as do all other creatures anttieory has gained wide acceptance. In the
eventually must return to Nature what thegresent centurythe theory is being
have taken from it. considered foundational to the study of Earth
System Science. In his 2006 book The
In the 1970s, chemist Jame&evenge of Gajalames Lovelock writes,
Lovelock formulated the Gaia Theory'lf you take the intergovernmental Panel on
proposing that organisms on Earth intera@imate Change predictions, then by 2040
with their inorganic surroundings to form a&very summer in Europe will be as hot as
synergistic self-regulating and complex was in 2003 - betweerlQF and 120Ht
system that helps to maintain and perpetuasenot the death of people that is the main
the conditions for life on the planet. Basegroblem, it is the fact that the plants can't
on homeostatic processes, the theogyow, there will be almost no food grown
suggests an integral relationship betwe@émEurope....\# are to take an evolutionary
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step and hope that the species will emerget they are all interlinked and
strongerlt would be hubris to think humansnterdependentThe Vedasrefer to the
as they now are as God's chosen rage‘otection of thedyaus(heavens) and
(Daily Mail 22 March 2008 "W're all prithvi (earth) together as interconnected
doomed!"). The Gaia Theory seems to recalpheres for comprehensive wellness. This
the lessons of théedas awareness promotes environmental
protection, ecological balance, and
The philosophy of the/edas sustenance of weather cycles, rainfall and
governs the life of a Hindu who veneratethe hydrologic cycle. The holistic or what
the elements, the water bodies, the foresssoften described as a cosmocentric view
and vegetation, and all animals as partaking life propounded by th&edasexplains
of the divine essence of the universie cyclic and rhythmic order of creation
believing that everything in the world haand destruction and the passage of energy
life in it whether human or non-humahk. from organism to organism.
point to remember before proceeding
further on this path is that to have faith in The four majoMedas-- Rig, Yajur
theVedas would necessarily mean havingama Atharva describe the environment
faith in divinity and divine intervention.in an integrally linked manner and reveres
Sadly so-called "modern” thinking tendseach of its constituents for careful systemic
to dismiss such world-view and practicereservationThe RigVeda, for example,
as pantheism or even primitivism, wherenerates Mitrd/aruna, Indra, Maruts and
actually the realization of oneness of alditya as the powers responsible for
living entities of the earth leads towards maintaining the requisite balance in the
holistic and interlinked concept of ourfunctioning of all entities of Nature whether
environmentTheVedas have been calledhe mountains, lakes, heaven and earth, the
pantheistic because the teachings focusfmrests or the waters. It describes the
the deification and worship of the differenprotective layer -- known to us now as the
aspects of Nature, like the terrestrial godsone layer--that filters the harmful rays of
Prithvi, Agni, Brihaspati, and Soma; thehe sun and protects the earth while
gods of the atmosphere like Indra, Rudrallowing the necessary radiation to enter
Maruts,Vayu and Parjanya; and the celesti#the atmosphere for the sustenance of the
gods like Dyausyaruna, Ushas asvins environment. In fact, this paper was
and so on. The basic concept is that the fimeotivated by the current global media alert
great elements (space,,dire, water and regarding sudden solar flares that could hit
earth) that constitute the environment atbe earth around ¥9March 2018 as solar
all derived fromPrakriti or the primal storm [http://wwwdailymail.co.uk/
energy that permeates all life forms. Eadtiencetech/article-5494489/Huge-solar-
of these elements has its own manifestatigtorm-set-slam-EarthOMORROWhtml].
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The wisdom of th&edasanticipated such Mother Earth was dependant on the
phenomena and Rieda seers prayed tgreservation and nurture of ecology and
theAshvins, the twin sons @urya (sun), environment. The seers prayed for
for protection against any excessive soléorgiveness for any inadvertent action
flares that could affect earth's temperatuteading to earth's excessive exploitation as
and also suggested possible mitigatirexemplified in the verse below:
practices to be followed, prayers and
oblation were not the least among thermiVhatever | dig from thee, O Earth, may that
The Vedic prayers invoke divinehave quick recovery again.
intervention to bless and protect th® purifier, may we not injure thy vitals or
environmentThe RigVeda seer's Hymnthy heart.
CLXXXYV for 'Heaven and Earth' says:

The RigVeda seeks to look at every
... | call for Aditi's unrivalled bounty aspect of Nature with the eyes of a friend
perfect, celestial, deathless, meet fand sympathiser: mitrasyaaham

worship. chakshushaa sarvaani bhootaani
Produce this, yéwainWorlds, for him who sameekshand invoke the principle of
lauds you. replenishment as reciprocity: 8 give me
Protect us, Heaven and Earth, from fearfahd I give you."

danger...

(Tr. RalphT.H. Griffith in 1896: In praise of food, the Rideda seer

http://lwww sacred-texts.com/hin/rigvedasings in Hymn CLXXXVII
rv01185.htm).

In thee, O Food, is set the spirit of great

There are many hymns seeking théods.

blessings of the five basic gross elementinder thy flag brave deeds were done he
or thepancha mahabhootaf Nature which slew the Dragon with thy help.
are: akashivyomor firmament or space,If thou be gone unto the splendour of the
vayuor air, agni andtejasor fire,apahor clouds,
water, and prithvi or earth.The Veda Even from thence, O Food of meath,
samhitagmantras, hymns, prayers, litanieprepared for our enjoyment, come.
and benedictions) abound in addressesWhatever morsel we consume from waters
each of the entities in addition to prayersr from plants of earth,
to Indra Varuna, Soma,ghnu and so on. It O Soma, wax thou fat thereby
Is evident that the people in earlier timed/hat Soma, we enjoy from thee in milky
were careful to refrain from activities thatood or barley-brew
could cause harm to Nature's bounties. \Yatapi, grow thou fat thereby
was understood that the well-being oD Vegetable, Cake of meal, be wholesome,
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firm, and strengthening: shared source of life as Brahman, the
Vatapi, grow thou fat thereby.... Supreme Reality from where arises space,
(Tr. RalphT.H. Griffith, ibid.) from space arises fire, from fire arises

water and from water arises earth.

The sacred prayers become part of
the yagna and sacrificial rituals detailed in The Puranas too abound in
the Yajur Veda which is mostly based ordescriptions that emphasize the holistic
the RigVeda.The Sam&/eda samhitas echoview of the universeThe Vishnu Purana
such thoughts. sees in the banyan tree as analogyiiinu

who envelops the cosmos:

Not only in theVedas, but in later
expositions as well such as the Upanishadss the wide-spreadingargodha(banyan)
the Puranas, tiemritiandShrutitraditions tree is compressed in a small seed,
and subsequent texts like the Ramayana asal at the time of dissolution, the whole
the Mahabharata, Nature and its laws haueiverse is comprehended in Thee as its
been clearly enunciated and revered. Thegerm; as theargodhagerminates from the
texts are often described as the Brahmas@ed, and becomes just a shoot and then
branch of classical Indian knowledgeises into loftiness, so the created world
systems. Other than the Puranas which yseceeds from Thee and expands into
narrative forms to explicate complexnagnitude.
thoughts, the others are generally poetic (http://www.tribuneindia.com/2004/
appeal with rich metaphorical, metonymic&20040425/spectrum/book1.htm)
and memonic resonance. The Upanishads
expound philosophical tenets and offer In theCharak Samhitadestruction
intellectual and intuitive tools to explainof forests is taken as destruction of the state,
the mystical truths of théedas. Drawing and reforestation an act of rebuilding the
upon theVedic vision of the world, the state and advancing its welfare. Protection
Upanishads maintain that life upon earth carfi animals is considered a sacred dAsy
be sustained only through rigordbatyam theDevi Sotra or the Prayer to the Goddess
Brhat Ritam Ugranor the strict adherencereminds us,
to Truth, Harmony and Disciplinelhe
emphasis is on the integral connection &o long as this land will have mountains,
the various orders of life which are bountbrests and pastures
organically together to co-exist and sustaifhat long will the Earth survive,
each otherand that together they expresSustaining you and the coming generations.
the divine. The Upanishadic sages too
perceived the divine in every aspect of The worship of Nature, the nurture
their surroundings and believed in thef environment and Hinduism are so
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entwined that it is quite impossible to thinklamage to the natural world. Most
about one without the othefhe sacred powerful motivation has been the human
texts of Hinduism like th¥edas as well asambition to gain control over Nature and
Vedanta and other sacred texts imparmuman greed for exploiting Nature's
ethical and environment-friendlyresources for selfish needs regardless of
philosophy and practice for global wellnesthe concomitant loss and destruction of the
and peaceAccording to the well-known ecological balance. The legacy of the past
Vedic scholar David FrawleYNo religion, is rejected leading to progressive
perhaps, lays as much emphasis aetachment from the matrix of nurture and
environmental ethics as does Hinduism. tecovery that fed and replenished natural
believes in ecological ethics... has a stromgsources. The unforgivable neglect of the
tradition of non-violence oahimsa.lt sources of rejuvenation has compounded the
believes that God is present in all naturdgestructive impact of human action upon
in all creatures, and in every human beinfgature. Swami B.VIripurari describes the
regardless of their faith or lack of it" present environmental crisis as "a spiritual
crisis" since "materialist paradigm has
A reverent Hindu prays for good health andominated the modern world for last few

peace for all: centuries’According to him, "The current
Om sarvesham swastir bhavatu deplorable environmental crisis demands
Sarvesham shantir bhavatu a spiritual responseA fundamental
Sarvesham poornam bhavatu reorientation of human consciousness is
Sarvesham mangalam bhavatu urgently required, accompanied by action
Sarve bhavantu sukhinah that is born out of inner commitment to
Sarve santu niraamayaah global wellness. Swanfiiripurari explains
Sarve bhadrani pashyantu what could greatly help the situation "is to
Makaaschit duhkah bhaag bhavet regenerate and rejuvenate the basic values

(http://www hinduism.co.za/shanti.htm) of Hindu culture and propagate them".
Karan Singh too laments the contemporary
Regrettably howevercollective attitude: "In our arrogance and ignorance
amnesia has ruptured the continuity of thee have destroyed the environment of this
traditions of ancient wisdom available irplanet.We have polluted the oceans, we
the immortalVedasand other texts of have made the air unbreathable, we have
Hinduism. Through the last couple oflesecrated nature and decimated wildlife.
centuries, especiallgeveral factors haveBut theVedantic seers knew that man was
combined to break the sacred bonagot something apart from nature, and,
between Nature and the human race whiterefore, they constantly exhort us that,
has aggravated callousness towardgile we work for own salvation, we must
environment and has caused maximuaiso work for the welfare of all beings”
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(Essays on Hinduism, p 47). He elaborat#ésat learning and wisdom of the sacred texts
the five concepts that derive from ¥edas are revived to create intense awareness to
andVedanta: the all-pervasive Brahman; th&ustain earth's resources for a shared global
Atmanwhich resides in all beings; thduture. Scientist-philosophers like Lovelock
concept of the human race as a globahd Margulis appear to reach out to such
family; all religions are different paths tdfounts of ancient wisdom to formulate their
the same goal; one must work for the weltheoriesAll those with foresight agree that
being of all and not only of the individualthe earth is ours to protect and sustain and
Singh believes that only by internalizinkeep safe to ensure a happy future for
such awareness can the human race risgmankind. Only such ethical knowledge
above egotism and selfishness and mogan make peace prevail upon earth. The
from greed and the darkness of ignoranseiblime hymn fromBrihadaryanaka
towards enlightenment/e must appeal for Upanishadillustrates such a planetary
divine intervention recalling tfieavamana concern, the invocation of which indicates
Abhyaoha (addressed to Soma) given ithe path of ecological recovery and says:
the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
We invoke and imbibAum the primordial
Asato ma sadgamaya sound of cosmic harmony
Tamaso ma jyotgamaya And pray:
Mrityor ma amrtam gamaya!(1.3.28). May peace radiate in the whole sky as in
the vast ethereal space.
Lead me from falsehood to truth, May peace reign over earth, in water
Lead me from darkness to light, all herbs, trees and plants
Lead me from death to the immortality = May peace flow over the entire universe.
May peace be in the Supreme Being
Current ecological andBrahman.
environmental crises and concerns demalay all exist in peace and peace alone.
May peace prevail.

*kk

A democracy which makes or even effectively prepares for modern, scientific war must
necessarily cease to be democratic. No country can be really well prepared for modern
war unless it is governed by a tyrant, at the head of a highly trained and perfectly obedient
bureaucracy

- Aldous Huxley
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SISTER NIVEDIT A (1867-191), THE SISTER FOREVER
A RE-EVALUATION

Dr. Dilip Kumar Chatterjee*

It is worth remembering on the Her meeting with Swami
occasion of one hundred and fifty year¥ivekananda in England at Isabella
birth anniversary of Miss Margaret NobldMargession's residence in 1895 was a
(Sister Nivedita) that even before hehistorical event and it had a far reaching
arrival in India a good many Irishimpact not only on herself but also on the
missionaries came to work in our countrindianAwakening in the beginning of the
at the end of the nineteenth and the beginnitygentieth century Swamiji's electrifying
of the twentieth centunBut what is striking message of practicedantaand freedom,
to note in the case of Miss Margaret Noblggurity and fearlessness and above all
arrival in India is that she strayed from thenanliness was something she had been
official routes. Not only that she als@spiring to listen since the inception of her
considered her travel to India as the travtgaching careeObviously contemporary
of a pilgrim. Unlike other westerners sh€hristian leaders and their Sectarian
embraced Indian culture instead odpproach and stale speeches did not satisfy
attempting to merely transform it along thber.  She was in fact, searching for an
lines of imperial culture. alternative. Right at this critical phase of

her career she met Swamiji who brought

Being independent, educated anabout a total change in her life and thought.
rebellious against colonial oppression since
her upbringing in Northern Ireland, she In her most celebrated workhe
mingled the Indian and Irish in her approaddaster As | Saw Him(1910) she
to the nascent national struggle of Irelandnequivocally expressed her first
as well as India which she later adoptathpression of Swamiji: "I had recognised
as her spiritual home. It is for India thathe heroic fibre of the man and desired to
she sacrificed her own home, her owmake myself the servant of his love for his
religion even her own promising career own people". The lucid language and her
inimitable style in conveying the essence
of SwamiVivekananda's life and message
make this immensely populdtis is also
an invaluable document of her interaction
with her Master

* Professor of English, Kolkata
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Swami Vivekananda, being ahumanitarian objectives, she never became
prophet, appreciated the nature of Margar@tsannyasini retaining her lay status, and
Noble's quest in the very first meeting. Hthis enabled her to teach and be involved
was quite impressed by her inquisitiven various public issues of the time.
outlook. He therefore, wrote to her urging
her to come to India and arguing that "India Swamiji believed that Nivedita's
needed not a man, but a woman, a rgarsonal experience in her own country
lioness, to work for the Indians, womenlreland, gave her a certain amount of
especially”. Swamiji's requirements werauthority to comment on various
quite clear in this letter that he wrote imontemporary social and political issues of
1895, to Margaret that he needed someooelonial India. Swamiji envisioned that
who had "education, sincereritgurity, Nivedita was the only woman leader who
immense love, determination and above albuld rightly address the strain experienced
Celtic blood". The "Celtic blood" was thein an age of colonial oppression as well as
added bonus as Colonial people hadta promote the interest of a nascent
special sympathy for Ireland's struggle famationalism in the country
"Home Rule".

The fire of SwamVivekananda and

However Margaret took three yearshis most devoted disciple Nivedita found
time to take decision and at last her innan initial response iurobindo Ghosh and
compulsion drove her to respond to héis extremist grouphurobindo called her
Master's" call. She reached India o' 2&gnisikhaor the flame of fire; two of
January1898 and on 28March of this year Nivedita's "Laws of Thought" aphorisms
SwamiVivekananda dedicated Mmret to included byAurobindo inThe Ideal of the
the service of the people of India. He gawearmayogin (first printed in the
her a new name Nivedita, meaning 'th€armayogindaily in 1910).
offered one'.As the Guru 'dedicated’ her
before the Goddess to the service of thiAs a nation, we must lead the culture of
people she became truly a 'dedicatelde world who is it that will sacrifice and
person' and from 1898 onwards till helabour and build and struggle till we have
death on Octobef3th 191, she made angrasped and mastered our intellectual
unflinching effort to do good to the peoplderitage? Ourselves, always ourselves”.
of the country

This last quote echoes the slogan

Although she was initiated as af one of Ireland's emergent political parties
‘brahmacharini* of SwanVWivekananda's of the time, Sinn Fein - ourselves - which
order of Sri Ramakrishna, a non-christiaformed in 1907. One should not forget the
organization with religious, social andact that during SrAurobindo's detention
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in connection with thAlipore Bomb case cities of India, not only Kolkata, speaking
it was sister Nivedita who came forwaraf her hopes for Indian unity and a national
to edit the Karmayogin. Being a close friendwakening, her leadership in combating the
of the great anarchist Kropotkin and dreadful plague in Kolkata in 1898 - 1899,
supporter of the armed struggle initiated dyer relief work, nursing the sick and the
the extremists, she at once played a pivotalpless, mobilising Swamiji's disciples
role helping hundreds of revolutionariespreading female education, bringing order
who wereAurobindo's close associatesand discipline in social and political
Aurobindo as well as Nivedita chose Kalactivities, inspiring courage and energy in
to fire Indians into action and to arouse thethe Indians deserve special mention. She
out of their political stupor and letiggr = spearheaded the nationalist movement
through the education of women,
Nivedita's political activities ran championing women's rights to education
counter to the rules and regulations of thend promoting ideas of equaljthelp
Ramrkishna Math and Mission; being alleviating social evils.
'‘brahmacharini' of the Order she was not
allowed to carry on her social and political Nivedita's contribution to India's
activities freelyShe was intelligent enougmational struggle was acknowledged by the
to understand her Guru's message why hmmost renowned leaders of the country
master did not give her the 'SannyasiMivekananda, SrAurobindo, Mahatma
mantra' was fairly clear to hd?articularly Gandhi, Krishna Menon and Netaji Subhas
after the passing away of her Master i@handra Bose.
1902, Nivedita always tried to maintain self
distance from the Ramkrishna Mission. Nivedita also influenced the
emineniTamil poet Subrahmanian Bharathi;
Nivedita believed in activity andhis well known essays on women's rights,
strength as well as conscious action for thehich were "marked by a crusader's zeal,"
freedom of India. She never forgot that hevere traced to his abiding admiration for
Master always stressed the need for woSlkster Nivedita. S. Bharathi dedicated his
among the poor and the destitute "the firsbllection of poems]Janmabhum{1909),
gods we have to worship are outo Nivedita, saying, "She is my guru, who
countrymen". Long before Gandhiji, it wagnabled me to realize the nobility of the
Vivekananda who raised the issue of casiscetic life and the dignity of labouring for
and Indian untouchables. Nivedita being thbe Mother". The poet's regard for Sister
most devout disciple of her guru, did heNivedita is recorded, in a poem entitled
best to translate Swamiji's ideas into actiddivedita Dey, here he compares Nivedita
and served the people irrespective of castethe image of a sun dispelling darkness,
and creed. Her lecture tours in the maind fire that destroys slaverpivedita
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lived in India only for fourteen years - fromorganizer a die-hard social workéragore
1898 to 191. But within this short span,acknowledged the help and co-operation he
her life long fight against the darkness ajot from Nivedita who was in fact, the first
illiteracy superstition and social evils mad#&anslator of the poet's Bengali writings. It
her a unique figure. was Tagore who wrote a remarkable
Introduction to Nivedita's outstanding work,

While re-evaluating Sister Nivedital he Véb of Indian Lifg1904).Tagore here
in the twenty ﬁrst Century one cannot bLﬁdm”:S the faCt that no II_‘ldIanS COUId ever
refer to RabindranathTagore's outstandingduestion her love for India.
Bengali essayagini Nivedita Here the
poet significantly called Nivedita as Nivedita had always good relations
Lokmata(mother of the people). It is thiswith all the intellectuals of Bengal. Her
very word which speaks volumes obrganising financial support to editing the
Tagore's assessment of Nivedita. She dipobneering Indian Scientist Sir J.C. Bose's
in Darjeeling being almost isolated, unsungesearch findings of life in the plant is
and uncared forShe was just forty four memorable. Similarly her endless
years old when she died. During the shcgnhdeavour to help the revolutionaries
span of life she lived in India, only fourteerstruggling behind the curtain for India's
years, what she did cannot be forgotten. Siieedom endeared her to all Indians.
died ofTuberculosis yet she kept her inner
fire burning. She had a total disregard for Sister Nivedita, as the two great

her own welfare and if she was offered anyien of India assessed, is not great for her
hospitality and help she outright rejectefiinduism but for her noble soul; her
It. Her uncompromising asceticism Is rargymanity was far greater than any Indians.
in history Her head was always held high
transcending all barriers and the sandy
Mahatma Gandhi as well dagore desert of all narrowness of so called Hindu
both recognized this feature of Niveditautlook. She gave leadership in all social,
though they could not accept all her viewsducational, cultural and political
Her doggedness, argumentativeness aactivities.Yet she remained dagore said,
northern Irish heritage that made hebove and beyond any sectarianism. She
distinguishingly bold and indomitable did her work silently in her brief life time,
Tagore who was out and oubeahmaby performing the ideal of ‘Niskam Karma' of
faith could not accept Nivedita'sher Master SwanWivekanandaAre not
glorification of Hinduism and her worshipthe following words of Sister Nivedita still
of Kali. Yet he did not fail to appreciaterelevant in our country reeled under
Nivedita's versatility as a writeprator poverty superstitions and ignorance?
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"What is the value of your education Present India advanced a lot in the
if it does not help you to bring your womersphere of women's education but there is
folk to your own level? Don't you realiseyet to be done towards the fulfilment of
that the country would never advance avomen's rights in every corner of our
prosper if one half of it is ignorant,country Sister Nivedita did her work and

backward and superstitious?" thus became a sister forever
*kk
THE KOLAB
Debendra Kumar Bauri*

In the middle the Kolab, feasting on thigo fish on the waters of the Kolab for a

edge of the river living.

Get-together of songs and dances on the

other edge After he lost his wife and daughter to
Laced with rhapsodies of ailments anéholera

weaknesses of life Moving just one round of a wheel

The Kolab sings in unison with the kendar@/as like moving twelve yards ahead

of Dom Jani Eventually the Kolab came in between his

And the twirling smoke engulfs the sky life and death
You can smell the festivities in the burnin@ne day while fishing

flesh of animals. His young son was drowned right in front
of him

One day Dom Jani had a village, a houséttle of his stomach caused such a big

there at tragedy

And a world intertwined with the temposThenceforth, Dom Jani has hugged the

of the dhemsa Kendara

At the time of siesta were there peacocksle keeps harping, not the songs of the Kolab
Danced unfurling their green and sepiBut the elegies of the tears reserved in the
plumage Kolab dam.

When a dam was built on the Kolab

He lost his house, golden crop fields anfranslated from Odia by Pitambar Naik
the livelihood

Like the mayflies do lose their wings Glossary

Since then he forgot the plough anBendarais a stringed instrument used by the

embraced the boat tribal in Koraput of Odisha
Dhemsais the dance of the Paraja tribe of
* Poet, Hyderabad Koraput
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ACCESSTO AXIS OF EDUCATION - DR. ZAKIR HUSAIN

Dr. T. Radhakrishna Murty*

Dr. Zakir Husain, the third national life power with moralittechnique
President of India from 1967 to 1969, wawith ethics, action with dedication, the East
an economist and educationist. He obtainedth theWest, Siegfried with the Buddha.
his Ph. D. Degree oifihe Agricultural We shall keep in view the two poles of the
Economy of India from the University ofeternal and the temporal, of an awakened
Berlin in 1926. He wa¥ice Chancellor of conscience and skilled fediency, of
Jamia Milia Islamia, National Muslim conviction and achievement."

University for a period of twenty-two years
and shaped it into a successful institution. Education policies of any
Under the leadership of Gandhiji hgovernment aim at forging common
designed the national policy on educatiatitizenship, pooling the human resources
with an emphasis on work centered learniramd harnessing their energies. In 1950 the
and played a crucial role in the BasiGovernment of India appointed the Planning
Education Conference Wardha in 1937. Commission to prepare a blueprint for the
Dr. Zakir Husain served &ce Chancellgr development of different aspects of life,
Aligarh Muslim University Member - including education. The University
University Education Commission, PresEducation Commission of 1949 under the
Commission World University Service, chairmanship of DrS. Radhakrishnan
University Grants Commission, and Indiamade recommendations regarding the
Representative in UNESCO, Governor akorganization of courses, techniques of
Bihar andVice President of India beforeevaluation, media of instruction, student
occupying the august office. services and the recruitment of teachers.
Consequently the University Grants

In 1967, in his Presidential speecommission was set up to look after
Zakir Husain presented a glimpse of higniversity education. The Secondary
core philosophy of education: "...educatioBducation Commission of 1952-53 under
is a prime instrument of national purposthe Chairmanship of Deakshmana Swami
and that quality of its education isMudaliar focused on secondary and teacher
inescapably involved in the quality of theeducation. The Education Commission of
nation...We shall seek to combine in oud964-66 of Dr D.S. Kothari made a
comprehensive review of the entire field
*  Professor of Englishyignan's Institute of of education by evolving a national pattern

Engineering foomen,Visakhapatnam for all stages of education.
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Against this backdrop of a nascergducation and cultural psychology should
nation relocating its path from the past inttocate and exploit different cultural goods
the future,The Dynamic Universitya of the society
slender but extremely valuable text, was
published in 1965. It is a collection of It must be understood that all
twelve addresses delivered by. @akir knowledge and skills are not educative.
Husain during the period 1957-1962. ThkKnowledge, acquired externally and passed
addresses cannot be dismissed as as information is different from
conventional words of wisdom andcknowledge acquired through our own
exhortation to the populace of academexperience - knowledge that has grown in
world. Itis said that for real understandingur mind by its own work. Similar)yskill
of Zakir's ideas and words in the book, orean be of two kinds: it can be mechanical
must convert the indirect into direct formskill attained by imitative diligence capable
of expression, praise into polite doubt, hops repeating existing values, or it can be a
into sorrow and the vision of what mighthon-mechanical skill based on natural
be into the lamentation that even thdisposition of creating new values. The first

attainable has not been attained. kind of knowledge and skill are additions
from outside, the second kind display an
Education and its Problems enrichment and a transformation from

Education is an important factor inwithin; the first represents an external
India where an attempt is made to build @ppendage, the second signifies an internal
democratic and secular state to shape d@velopment; the first is instruction, the
honest and graceful social existence. Zaldecond education; the first is outward
Husain hinges his idea of educationalressing, the second essential culture; the
reconstruction on two principles, ‘work anfirst comes from drill, the second from
social orientation." He compares theducationally productive works long as
process of education or the culturing of theducation was integrally related with life
mind to the process of gradual developmeanhd was not taken over by specialized
of the bodyAs body from embryonic stageagencies, the second kind prevailed. But
grows gradually and attains its full staturespecialized centres of instruction turned
so does the mind develop from its originahore and more to the first kind by making
state to its fullest powers by assimilatinghe school and college as drudgery to which
the mental food supplied by the environmemte all have been witness since 80's. Zakir
in the form of cultural goods, sciencelHusain's comments relevantly help us in
literature, arts, technique, religion, customdjspelling the confusion surrounding the
moral and legal codes, social forms andkfinition and range of education and in
personalities etés the same cultural gooddistinguishing between real education and
cannot be utilized by all, scientificpseudo one in the light of coaching centres
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masquerading as centres of excellenoésociety -- are recruited. Higher education
across India. should preserve its autonomy and academic
freedom; and should not succumb to the
Zakir Husain treats the breathing oéxigencies of political polemics and disturb
soul into the drudgery of mechanical works own stability
as the biggest challenge of socio-economic
ramifications and manifestations. Problems Zakir Husain was particularly
are aplenty: "...textbooks or original sourceorried at the burgeoning trend of new
material; lectures or discussion groupsiniversities. They help the people in getting
objective tests or essay type examinatiorss,job and in this process the primary
or a combination of both; selection opurpose of the old university -the reverence
teachers primarily for research or fofor the intellectual and moral superiority
teaching or for teaching and research, anfleducation is lost. The university should
with what variation of emphasis at whale able to distinguish between the heritage
point; whom to admit and how to selecthat hampers and the heritage that helps and
liberal general education or specializethke good care to see that nothing is rejected
education; the medium of instruction er accepted because of the label some
English, or regional language and Hindipeople seek to put on to it.
these are all questions... There is a pathetic
feeling of security in treading along theén Teachers
beaten track; everyone is afraid of doing Zakir Husain maintains that the
anything for the first time Transformation teacher is responsible not only for himself
from passive receptivity into spontaneousut for the whole societyHe forthrightly
activity is in dearth and is deeply desiredsays "Bacher is the custodian of the highest
values created and cherished by his people.
Real Concerns of Education in Indian He is the transmitter of these values to his
Universities students, and if he has not experienced them
Zakir Husain cautions that nationahimself... he is, | am afraid, in the wrong
control and uniformity of education will notplace. If he has the urge to dominate, if he
be realized if young men -- who are blinds principally interested in earning money
to the beauty of their own art; deaf to ther even in detachedly collecting useful data
harmonies of their own music; ashamed &br scientific work, without the positive
their cultural heritage; ignorantly andelationship with his students, he has,
arrogantly parading it; incapable of usinghdeed, missed his vocation."
their tongue with no competence or
effectiveness; woefully unaware of theiEngineering Minds and HumanValues
own literature; indifferent to the social Zakir Husain desires that the
scene and out of touch with the aspiratiomngineer whose work is based on scientific
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knowledge and systematic thinkinguot a characteristic of organic development.
processes should also have a humaimke perfection of the whole through the
attitude. He says the engineer shoufgkrfection of the parts shall be made ready
understand and appreciate the urgefey material and ideal goals, for inner
aspirations, and limitations of these humasontemplative experience and outward
beings. The engineer should not lose sigattivity and for suffering as much as for
of the man in him and he should appreciagmjoyment.

such things as good poetmusic, books

and relationships. Zakir Husain stresses the Zakir Husain's passion for
need for developing links between theducation and pain at the collapsing
branches of engineering and sociatandards are evident in the tone of these

sciences. lectures. His idea of true education through
a synthesis of Indian culture and value
Vision for the Nation system is testimony to his authority on the

Zakir Husain opines that India hasubjectV.V. Giri, the former President of
a unique historical advantage of diversitindia, says: "...Zakir Saheb was an enemy
of cultures and creeds which can createoh all that was parochial, narrow and
humanity of universal charactdt is not sectarian. He fully appreciated and often
right for the nation to adopt one-sidednderscored the need of a spiritual content
growth of its citizens as lineal growth igo life."

*kk

Son decides to admit the father in the olthe Christian priest appears and talks to
age home as desired by his wife (thte old man.

daughter in law).

He brings his father in the car to aon wonders and asks the Christian priest
Orphanage cum old age home run byvehether he knows his father before as they
Christian priest. were talking as though they knew each other
The receptionist gives different choices like

TV, AC , Veg etc. Father says No/, AC Christian priest says, yes. He came here
etc. 30 years back and took with him an orphan
Son goes out to bring luggage from ddre  boy in adoption.

wife calls up to check whether all is fine.

And also insists that father need not congpeechless !!

home even for festivals . - Internet
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

Dr. Muddu Ramakrishna*

SwamiVivekananda burst forth onpast and present was embodied in him when
the world with his brilliant speeches at thee was alive and he became a prophet also
Parliament of Religions held at Chicagowho showed brilliant plans, schemes,
USA in the year 1893. methods to follow to build an India of

immense proportions. "The complete works

Who does not knowivekananda ? of Vivekananda" are replete with speeches
He is acknowledged as a fore-runner arathd ideas to this effect.
pioneer of revolutionary ideas which gave
impetus for Indians to struggle for The culmination of his thought
independence. His thoughts also helpediteached its climax in 1892, at Kanyakumari,
develop a character based on self-relianadew months before going #merica. It
and sacrifice to build a modern India andias here, he could visualise the greatness
an India which will set an example to otheof India, its heritage, what it had to offer to
countries, following the precepts of agesther countries and what he himself wanted
old traditions likeVedanta and relatedto do for India in order to materialise this
spiritual topics applied dynamically to thebjective.
body politic of India.

Rightly, today there is a Rock

The Government of India hadmemorial in his memory at Kanyakumari
declared January 12th as NatioNauth and Kanyakumari makes us remember what
Day, to be celebrated every yedihis he thought at this place and then burst forth
reflects the ideology of the intelligentsia obn the world ilPAmerica.

India who have seen Mivekananda, a

youth par excellence and in whom all Swamiji's life is divided into three
dynamic qualities for an ideal citizen ar@hases.

presentVerily Rabindranatifagore, the

poet said "IrVivekananda, there is nothing The first phase is his early
negative, everything is positive". Swamupbringing, brilliant school and college
Vivekananda is a condensed Indikthe education in which he studied more than a
dozen subjects of topical and eternal
interest. He was a past master in logic and
debate and the words he used were like a
sword to cut the arguments of the opponents

* Writer, Hyderabad
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to size. He was an athlete, a wrester him to meditate on great statements,
horse rider and he learnt fencing alsdahavakya®fVedasandUpanishadsso
These show the perfection of his mental atidat he could feel the presence of God.
physical achievements. He passed BA exdBnahmo Samaj at that time emphasised
of Calcutta University and also studied lawirakara Paramatmaras the objective of
for some time. For various reasons, he cougiritual quest.
not continue his education.
His quest continued, unsatisfied as

The second phase was hibe was with the replies of these great
discipleship under Sri Ramakrishn@eople. One daywhile discussing the
Paramahamsa of Dakshineshyfiar about condition known as "trance", as written in
five years in which he reached the peak afpoem byVordworth in "Excursion”, his
spiritual realisation. English professorwhile explaining the

word, said that he has seen one person who

Many of the spiritual heights hegoes into "trance" regularlyn hearing
attained were during the period that he wagtories of God and his name. This person
with Sri RamakrishnaAt first, he was Sri Ramakrishna, who resides at
guestioned the very existence of God aridbkshineshwanear Calcutta.
used to quote frorkVestern philosophers
and say'Does God exist?" and if he exists, Narendranath, as the Swamiji was
how are we to reconcile the dilemma afalled those days, went to Dakshineshwar
Good and Evil, extreme poverty and extrenghortly afterwards, with a friend of his to
affluence and wealth and power found isee for himself, whether Sri Ramakrishna
individuals in societythe high-handednessvas indeed a man of God. When
of the rich people, the impossible situationguestioned, "Have you seen God?", Sri
in which poor people find themselves in.Ramakrishna replied, '8, | see him
Such questions were put by him with always, more clearer than | am seeing you."
sword-like sharpness and sincerity whiclihe sincerity of the saint, the saintly
very few people had the courage to repljharacter and life of this great man, greatly
satisfactorily attracted Narendranath.

He used to ask also great people, From that time onwards, for the next
considered to be wise arRRlishislike five years, until the passing away of the
DevendraNathTagore, Keshav Chandragreat MasteNarendranath used to frequent
Sen, Ishwar Chandkéddyasagar and so on,Dakshineshwar and learn spiritual values,
whether they had seen God. Some answesse God with form and without form and
sincerely that they have not seen God. Somet imbibed in all saintly values which he
like Maharshi Devendranaifagore asked assimilated during the peridit.the passing
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away of the Mastehe, being the foremostMaster faced untold troubles and
leader who was highly educated, moralifficulties. Only the leadership of
spiritual than all other disciples, becamBarendranath and help of the householders
the guiding spirit of the Ramakrishna Mathke Surendranath, Balaram Bose,
and Mission, which he established after tidahendranath Gupta, the sadhana of the
first visit from theWest. He carried out thedisciples could continue, regardless of
wish of his master in which the age-oldinancial troubles. The establishment of the
traditional values oSanatana Dharma brotherhood at Baranagore, then at
which we call 'Hinduism' was broadcashlambazay and later at Belur was the
all over the world in the English languagecreation of Narendranath's genius.

His main emphasis was on the upliftment

of the poor and weak without distinction of The Holy MotheySri Sarada Devi's
caste, creed and sex. The rich were alblessing and her fervent prayer to the Master
not neglected in being given the spirituadlso was significant support to the new
values. order She had prayed at Benaras, "l see so
many monks wandering on the streets,

. .~ begging , without clothes or sheltés it
Mokshartham Jagadhitaaya chahis ¢, “his"your disciples are destined for ?

body is for self-realisation and for thg ., | wish they had their own shelteo

welfare of the world. He developed thig ¢ the pelief that, those who have taken
conviction and used to say "the lifé is shorly, o 1er jn Sri Ramakrishna need not worry
the varieties of the world are transient, b'&/en on physical plane may come true". Her
dead th live." %rayer was answered by Sri Ramakrishna
are more dead than alive. in the success of the brotherhood to

When he told Sri Ramakrishna, "gstablish the Math and branches all over

want to be immersed in Samadhi and #pdia and later in the world also.

come down periodically to take care of the ) ) )

bodily needs", Sri Ramakrishna told him During this period of about 7 years,
"What a small man you are, you are madavamiji spent more than 5 years, touring
for higher things, there is a higher state atfie length and breadth of India as
objective than SamadhiY¥ou will have to Parivrayakacharya from Kashmir to
teach the world the way and help others ff@nyakumari, from Bengal to Rajasthan
distress and this you will do in spite oftnd beyond. He impressed princes, monks,

yourself'.And this was the order he had touseholders, Sanskrit scholars and
take from his master pundits, secular scholars, Prime Ministers

' of States, Dewans, very important persons,
After the passing away of thehigh Government officials, doctors,
Master the Antarangikadisciples of the administrators, wherever he went with his

Swamiji used to sayAatmano
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effulgence and knowledge. He impressedtie financial help of th&Vest; to create a
one and all by his spiritual and physicadand of monks and workers who would
vigour and the knowledge of diversepread the message of the Master across
subjects. the length and breadth of the country as also
to future generations of Indians and to
The Swami learnt many things onnculcate everywhere, Atmano
the physical plane; the conditions of th®okshartham JagadhitayachdFor the
country its poverty the condition of the uplift of the self and to help others in the
poor and downtrodden, the limitations ofvorld".
the caste system, the degradation to which
India had fallen due t&/arnashrama These thoughts he put into motion
system, interpreted in a selfish way by hal&fter he got the permission from Sri
baked scholars and so called guardiansR&makrishna on the spiritual plane and also
the society and the priest communitiie from the Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi
condition of India was gauged rightly bywho was then living.
him. This period of tour was an exercise in
seeing at first hand, the practical condition The Third phase begins with the
of the people of India and also a study wd&arliament of Religions in Chicago in USA
made on the religions, customs, and culturial 1893, his lecture tours in that country
situation as existent in different parts of thend Europe, especially in England. He went
country at that time. abroad from India two times, spreading the
message ofVedanta in all its aspects. He
The touring period also was noestablished R.K. Mission centr&gdanta
without intense musing, pain, tribulationssocieties all over the world. He induced
often for 3 to 4 days at a stretch, he wehis brother disciples to come and take
without food. Disease, fevers etc followedharge of these institutions and run them on
at many places. He was on the verge tife ideals of Sri Ramakrishna. In India, he
death at a couple of places. The hand e$tablished the headquarters of RK Math
God and his faith in his Guru and Motheand Mission. The world teacher and
pulled him through everywhere. prophet, who strode East aWkst, did the
bidding of his Master for about 10 years.
When at last he reachedVhen seen inretrospect, itappears, he had
Kanyakumari, he felt, he had a messagedone the work to the satisfaction and what
this country and also to théest After deep he was fully capable of. Nothing remained
meditation at the Sripada Shila over thete be done except to continue the legacy he
at the Rock, he arrived at many decisioneft behind in India andlVest. It was now
of import. To go to theWest, to electrify left for his brotherhood to take up the work.
his own country for which he would takeHe did not stay longer than required on this
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Earth.The speed and anxiethe work and Even though his teachings are many
fatigue of the duration as recorded by hibe central theme was "the uplift of one's
biographers would have finished off angelf, coupled with the help to society's poor
other lesser human being. It waand ignorant”. For this, Yaga and Seva",
Vivekananda, who could undertake theenunciation and service, have to be done
work he did. He passed away though to thxy individuals. Then only a great India will
outer world prematurejybefore reaching emerge.

his 40th birthdayHe had said that he had

given enough for fifteen hundred year S o
(Spiritual and material knowledge; ref:..-l-héyvamlV'|ve.kananda Is: "So long as the
:millions live in hunger and ignorance, | hold

History of RK Math and Mission" by Swami s ;
Y y every man a traitorwho, having been

Gambhirananda and "Swakfivekananda, :
His voyages to thélest, New discoveries” ﬁdugatecilat their expense, pays not the least
eed to them".

by Marie Louse Burke).

Another noteworthy saying of

This message is very suitable to our

In conclusion, it can be said that heducated and affluent brethren of our
is aYuganayak, the prophet and leader gbuntry that is India, by following which,
the age. His was a multifaceted genius likkey can uplift themselves and then country
any prophet in the world@ake any aspectalbeit the world itself.
of his life; you can write whole range of , , .
books on it. He has been called variously His Vedantic teaching is expressed
as Prophet of Modern India because of hig the following words which summarise

influence on freedom struggle, builder gnuch of spiritual realm: "Each soul is
Modern Indian culture orvedantic Potentially divine. The goal is to manifest

intellectual and scholar par excellence, gxternal and internal. Do this either by work
educatara teachem synthesiser of Scienc@! Worship or psychic control or

and Religion, India's cultural ambassaddphilosophy by one or more or all of these
a great humanist, a visionary paq;\nd be free." This is the whole of religion.

excellence. Doctrines or dogmas, or rituals or books,
or temples, or farms, are but secondary
details.

*kk
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THE ART OF ARGUING

R.R. Gandikota*

Arguing is as old as 'Genesis'purpose of convincing people to take up
Surely there might have been a heatelde right path, by their logical and faithful
argument betweeAdam and Eve over argumentative discourses.
eating the forbidden fruit. | am not sure
Adam might have won over Eve by using In our epics, th&kamayanaand
his logical argument. The mighty-man mighthe Mahabharata the Puranas the
have succeeded in convincing the poor EMBhagavad Gita and The Upanishads we
Arguing is beyondiime and Space. Cancome across thousands of 'Rational-
you faithfully say how many people weréArguments'. For instance ilrRamayana
converted by you, impressed by youBage Viswamitra approaches King
argumentative poweiPerhaps not even aDasaratha and asks him to send
single person. Then why do we argue. C&amachandra, with him for protecting the
you say that you yourself got changed kyacrifice he has taken up from the
someone else's argument. When you do idkshasadDasaratha went on arguing that
change, how can you change others?  Rama was still a child and tendand how

can he fight with the mightAsura®

Robert lynd says, "The human beingviswamitra grew angry and was about to
seems to be a person who jumps mysticallyirse Dasarathalhen sagéVasishta
to conclusions, yet who never loses hopetervenes and convinced Dasaratha to send
of being able to reason others into the sar8ei Rama along with the sayyéswamitra
conclusions."” Man is optimistic, it appearsand that he would take care of him and he
He goes on trying to convince others thad nothing to worry
convert to his view point. The case with
epic heroes like Sri Rama and Sri Krishna Similarly in The Maha Bharata too
or of the spiritual giants likadi Sankara, we come across myriads of arguments in
Sri Ramana Maharshi, Gautama the Buddieyery anecdote to establiBtharma The
or for that matter in the recent pastery purpose of the great epic is to enlighten
Paramaacharya Sri Chandra Sekharendina common man at every stage 'what is right
Saraswati of Kanchiand Mahatma Gandhnd what is wrong'.
is quite different. They are born for the very

The song celestial-The Bhagavad
Gita starts with the argument between
Arjuna and Sri Krishnarjuna agues that

* Principal (Retd.) Kakinada
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it is not fair to indulge in war and kill hisagument was a pastimg& distant relative
own kith and kin for the sake of powand of mine used to meticulously get ready by
that he was even prepared to give up tBeam. Every dayhaving taken heavy
claim for their rightful portion of the breakfast, with 2 packets of cigarettes , and
kingdom. Sri Krishna could convincea couple of News Papers in hand and leave
Arjuna to perform his duty for the 'Happy Club’, just to pass time by
_ _ indulging in very heated discussions, at
_In our Upanishadstoo we find {imes'to the extent of tearing each other's
beautiful aguments between theeacher ghirts and return home by lunch time. Next
and theTaught.Argument is a must for 45y the very same scene- very cool to begin
clarity of thought and to develop decisivgith and gradually tempers rising, with

power Adi S_ankara, with his razor Shar%houting, threatening each othaimost
argumentative power could defeat all th@oming to blows.

spiritual leaders of othebarshanas
includingCharvakaPashandasAghoras Social arguments:- These are
and agnostics. During Sankara's argumeéttolier than thou", arguments. People
with Mandana Misra, Uma Bharati (wifeclaiming that their religion or caste is
of Mandana Misra), acted as a referee. superior It is O.K. But why should you

] ~denounce the otherBhe HolyVedas have
' Now we find every one arguingclearly proclaimed that all the 4dxha-s',
irrespective of age, purpose or necessif§rahmana \aisya Kshatriya andSudra
In our life span of about 60 or 70 years, Wgre formed from the very samérat
might have argued thousands of times, withrusha Then where is the question of
siblings, parents. uncles and aunts, friendgperiority? In Bhagavad Gita, it is stated
and colleagues, offllcers and managers. CBy Bhagavan Krishna himself that the
you say with confidence, that you couldjassification of thesdarnas is just for
convince at least a couple of people withiyision of labour No where there is a
your rational arguments? reference to the 'Fiftvarna'. | strongly
believe it is in view of our 'inherent

social arguments, spiritual argument?rrg;{ggntat've nature’, this problem was
political arguments, legal arguments, familg :

arguments etc. In my school days there were Spiritual Arguments:-This is
just 3 topics for debate/argument. 1. DRothing but, "My God is Great Syndrome".
girls need education? 2. Students entry ing9od is one-every religion clearly
politics. 3. National language English oproclaimsThen how come 'My Godfour
Hindi. We went on aguing for years with God'. If you really love your God, the
no conclusion. Of course now these topiggiestion of denouncing others' God does
became irrelevant. In Nineteen sixtiesot arise. It looks quite silly and stupid.

We have academic guments,
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In the court scenes too we find the sandayathe Argument for mere' gument
scenario. Lawyers shouting, threateningpke’, is a mere waste of time, and wasting
clients, creating a war-like sceneour energies. Louder the argument-weaker
Afterwards we find these opposinghe case. But we believe that prolixity and
Lawyers joking with each other in a lighteloquaciousness alone win in an argument.
mood.The clients become fools finalljpn  The political scenario within and without
our Democracythe Parliament and thethe Parliament establishes it.
Assembly are supposed to berfiples'.
The elected peoples' representatives are  Arguments have lost their respect.
supposed to put-forth their argument3hey have become a mere 'pass-time’,
deliberate, discuss and take decisions. Baleasure, and exhibition of our ego. |
what is happening is witnessed by altonclude this article with a couple of lines
Political arguments are indulged in foof Bengali poem by Ram Mohan Roy
power
“Just consider how terrible

In our tradition we havdarka- the day of your death will be,
Sastra, Logic of modern days. There af@thers will go on speaking,
some parameters while indulging in rationand you will not be able tdrgue Back."
argumentsTruth is the cardinal issue in any

*kk

Last night | was sitting in the living room to disconnect the Cableé/, DVD, then the
talking to my wife about life.. In-between Computerthe Cell Phone, the iPod, and the
we talked about the idea of living or dyingXbox, and then went to the bar and threw
[ told her : 'Never let me live in a vegetativaway all my whiskyrum, GinVodka and
state, totally dependent on machines atite Beer from the fridge...

liquids from a bottle. If you see me in that

state | want you to disconnect all theALMOST DIED!!

connections that are keeping me alive, I'd

much rather die.’ Moral : Think before you speak. The female
brain works on a different wavelength!
My wife got up from the sofa with this real - Internet: Reader's Digest

look of admiration towards me proceeded
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WHERE TO FIND HUMOUR?

Dr. Chaganti Nagaraja Rao*

There is a popular adage in alblurt out tantrums are despised and hated.
Indian languages which goes thus: "Fifty p@Some people would often approach a
cent of our strength comes from happinessitimourist for relaxation when their mood
Happiness has its roots in humddumour is not good or when they are upset by some
is an integral part of routine life.The facproblem since they are assured of either a
that most people seek it somewhere elsglution for their problem or a soothing
without finding that it is available at theireffect to forget their worry at least for some
fingertips is a matter of surprise. Humouime in his presence since he would create
is found not only on the celluloid or insome instant and hilarious humour based
cartoons in the magazines but is everywhes@ the prevailing circumstances. But humour
and is found every minute in our lives. lglso springs automatically from general
all depends on one's observation of menversation of certain people. Some such
and matters around theAman with much events are recollected here:
wealth remains poor if he cannot find or
enjoy humour in life and a poor man who A municipal road sweeper's wife
can enjoy humour remains rich. Mirthentered the Commissioner's chamber along
fences us against the infirmities of ill-healtiyith her three children and complained
and other evils of life. Humour adds to thagainst her husband that he gave away all
worthiness of life. Humour relieves marhis salary to his second wife and didn't give
of strain.George Bernard Shaw rightly sayssingle pie to them for the last two months
that "You never laugh at a joke unless theeghd that they had been starving for two
is some truth in it." It clearly discloses thatonths. When the Commissioner called the
humour lies in observation of a hidden trutibweeper and chided him he politely said:
People with habitual sense of humour enjogir! | have not given a single pie even to
life and make life worth living for others.my second wife also for the last two months,
As Thackeray rightly says, "Good humousince | had to purchase medicines for my
is one of the best articles of dress one cgiird wife who is pregnant.”
wear in society People with a smile on
their faces are respected and admired After the tenth day ritual of my
while those with a grimace or anger angrandfather's demise was owatincluding
my widowed grandmother sat for meals.
* Senior FacultyCentre for Urban DevelopmentDuring the meals my grandmother ruefully

Studies, Dr MCRHRD Institute, Hyderabad said W|p|ng tears: "The preparations are
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very tasty My husband is not fortunateears in his mother tongue: "Somebody might
enough to enjoy these delicacies. So he léfive complained to the Government that our
the world." It didn't occur to her that theyCommissioner always speaks, writes and
would not have performed his death rituakads English, so he came to enquire," and
with delicacies if he were alive. then he turned to the Chairman and mumbled
in his mother tongue: "SiPlease take
When my aunt lost one of heistringent action against our Commissioner
sandals, | accompanied her to the shoe maho always speaks in English with
to purchase new sandals. When she fou@adllector Minister and everyone and even
a pair of sandals exactly similar to the ongrites all files in English. Even the red
she wore till the previous day she pickedolour bound book (by which he meant the
up the right foot sandal and asked the salelnicipalitiesAct) is also in English and
boy to pack it since she got the left fodte does not tell me of my powers contained
sandal. in the book." Baffled at his words the
Chairman directed hisssistant to look into
During the regular visit of thethe matter and hurried to the guest house.
District Collector to a Municipality the . :
uneducated illiterate Municipal Chairman When the same civic chief learnt
hat certain miscreants who troubled him

described certain local problems to him & q dn ked: "P|
which the District Collector was irritated"‘:ent ”r? ergrOlan : he r(IerEar eh. H eage
and retorted a little bit harshly: "It is nof'0S€ the ground with a slab so that they do

my business to solve them. That is yo(jlot COme on the ground again.”

responsibility and your Commissioner's | stood at the door of a lecture hall

responsibility Don't you both meet daily 354 asked the lecturer to send my brother

and discuss them and find solutions?" Thehe |ecturer turned to my brother and said:
Municipal Chairman immediately rep“ed'Somebody is outstanding for you."
pointing at the Commissioner: "What

discussion sir? | come, he go; | go, he come. We all went to see my uneducated
No meeting." aunt who just returned from the USA. When
she was asked as to how she could

When the Chairman of the Officialcommunicate withAmericans she said:

Language Commission visited &ThoughAmericans do not know our

Municipality, the illiterate civic chief askedmother tongue | was astonished when some

him the purpose of his visit. He said that haf them laughed and wept in our mother

came to verify whether all official tongue."

transactions in the office were conducted

in the local language. The civic chief When an officer chided a clerk for

immediately whispered in a councillor'sis poor memorythe superintendent entered
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the room and suggested to the clerk to read A British Indian Civil Service
a book on memory which remarkablyfficer asked a second lev#lillage
improved his memoryWhen the clerk AccountantKaranarm) as to why didn't he
asked for the title of the book thgass the examination prescribed for
superintendent thought a minute seriouskaranams. He immediately replied: "Even
and said: "Oh, | don't remembéwmill let my senior Karanam has not passed. Then
you know latef what is the urgency for me?" The British
Indian Civil Service Officer didn't take him
An officer dictated a letter to histo task but enjoyed its humour

stenographer thus:
"On expiry of leave MBen is permitted to Every minute such events take
join duty". place in our surroundings and it all depends

The next day the clerk came to then one's observation to derive happiness
officer and asked where to join, since thieom them. @B. Cheever asks "Give me a

proceedings didn't indicate it. keen and ever present sense of hugiour
"Do as per the orders,” said théor "health and constant enjoyment of

officer in a pensive mood. life."To be able to laugh is a fortune; to be
"Butitis not possible to join as perble to create laughter is a blessing; and to

your orders sjl' said the clerk. be not able to laugh is a disease. But the

creator of humour must bear in mind what
The officer angrily snatched theKeith Preston says: "He must not laugh at
proceedings copy from his hand and redmls own wheeze&y snuf box has no right to
to his own surprise: "On expiry of Mgen, sneeze."
he is permitted to join duty".

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do
than by the ones you did do. So throdtbé bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor
Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discbver

- Mark Twain
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NATURE IN THREE POETS OF THREE NATIONS

Dr. Rajamouly Katta*

Nature with its dramatic function of William Wordsworth and Dr
attraction leaves the people in its contabiarayana Reddy belong to one category in
impressed in diverse ways. It feasts thetine delineation of nature. Both are nature
eyes by the sight of dancing peacockppets, as they become one with its beauties
dazzling daffodils, snow-clad woodsopf sights and sounds, colors and rhythms.
starry heavens etc. It also delights the edR®&bert Frost belongs to another category
by the melodies of cuckoos, the buzzing &ecause he marks a clear-cut difference in
bees and so on. It soothes the hearts iy treatment of nature. He never crosses
gentle blowing of breezes. Itis heaven ahe boundary line he draws between him
earth as it has rich treasures for theand nature to mark a special identity as a
sensuous pleasures. In quest of pleasuneature poet.
nature lovers they love its sights, sounds,
scents and so on. As a researchet would like to

attempt an in-depth study of the three poets:

The Romantic poets lik&/illiam British Romantic poet William
Wordsworth love nature, as it is an integr&Mordsworth, IndianTelugu poet DrC.
part of their lives and poetjhey as nature Narayana Reddy ardnerican poet Robert
poets treat nature in a special waling Frost, dealing with nature in their ways as
it the supreme status. For them, naturedelineated in their respective poems:
Goddess, motherteacher soul or Daffodils, Absorption(Vileenathg and
everything. Sopping by Wods on a Snowy Evening

Itis very interesting to note the comparisons

Like the Romantics, the poets likeand the contrasts in the treatment of nature

C. Narayana Reddyopularly known as by the poets.

'‘Cinare' find utmost joy in contact with

nature. The poets like Robert Frost also find William Wordsworth, a nature poet,

in nature the source for rejuvenation andorships nature. He personifies nature. He

solace in their contact with it. The threé@entifies himself with nature. He sees its

poets have the goals for their joys in contasights and listens to its sounds for his

with nature. pleasure. He finds himself still and

motionless in his contact with nature. He

* Prof. of English, Ganapathy Engineering JO€S into reverie, the farthest realms on the
College,Warangal. wings of imagination. In times of loneliness
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and gloominess, woes and throes, herecalls ~ Wordsworth recalls that the sight of
the pleasure in contact with nature'daffodils in multitude fill his heart with
wonders: sights and sounds. Nature is tiggadness and so he gets engrossed into its
mother to lull him and bestow on himbeauties as it serves as a source for bliss,
pleasures. Nature is the teacher to teach rswlace and peace.

all the lessons on values and virtues. Nature

is hence the university to present universahd then my heamwith pleasue fills

facts for him to learn as a student. Naturend dances with the daffodils

serves as a source and a fairyland for his Daffodils

tual bliss.
perpetual bliss Wordsworth loves débdils and

their graceful dance, wandering like a cloud

In contact with naturéNordsworth apd finds the most lovable companion in

as a poet and man goes into the world

eir contact,
fancy and forgets the world of woes an
throes in his real life, A poet could not but be gay
In such a jocund company
| listened motionless and still | gazed-and grazed-but little thought
And as | mounted up the hill What wealth the show to me hadlght.
The music in my hegl bore Daffodils
Long after it was hearno moe
Solitary Reaper Like Wordsworth, Cinare loves

nature in the heart of his heart. In contact
itvith nature, he enjoys the beauties and
Hedaieties in the beautiful and delightful

enjoys the sights and sounds of nature abjects of nature aII_ in earnestness. He.
the poems likeSolitary Reaperand loves the earth, the soil that shelters nature:

Daffodils. For him, nature serves as @v . :
perennial source of perpetual joy//Nilebeingaslam
Whenever he is in a 'vacant' or .pensi\a@etengrossed .
mood or in times of solitude, the bounteo81 all everywhere;
charms of beauteous daffodils flash upon

his inward eye and fill his heart with Joysi fly high in my flight and become one

With those fathest ealms
Riding the horses of clouds awhile
And dancing to the silent chorus rhythms
In the calm gaden of stary heaven;
Absorption

Wordsworth goes to nature for
music and colgrsmells and charms.

They flash upon that inwdreye
Which is the bliss of solitude
Daffodils
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The question that Cinare poses is Cinare becomes one with nature and
finds pleasure in contact with nature like

By all that do the stages Wordsworth who finds pleasure in the

Of my absorption stop? objects of nature like daffodils while

treating them as his 'the jocund company'.
It reflects the presence of his mindHe loves nature lik&\Vordsworth who
in the form of consciousness but ndirmly believes that the beauty of every
forgetfulness. blade of grass leaves him impressed. He
gets engrossed into the beauties of nature,
Like Wordsworth, Cinare enjoys théjaunting on my jolly flight.'
lovable sight of newborn saplings, the

flowing streams, the sunrise for warmth, the There is a clear-cut difference
wind that caresses the tops of trees aRg§tweenWordsworth and Cinare though

eyewitness, he gets engrossed by the beaffgrdsworth is a mystic. Cinare enjoys the
of a stream, born on hilltops to flow in hill-P€auties in nature while being conscious
slopes, watching it stepping and floating offf NiS being, While being as | am.

the ridges of its waves. His descriptions gi/ordsworth gets engrossed with the
natural objects: hills, rivers, the sun, thBéauties of nature but forgets himself while
wind mark accuragypicturesqueness andPeing 'still and motionless’ whereas Cinare
minuteness. consciously enjoys the beauty in nature. He

comes back home with bliss,

Absorbing into the sail,

The saplings, | come back _

Just spouted and feshly beathing With the heat of bliss _

Are at my lovable sight Full brimful, _befoe it does not spill over

| set them swing And absorb into sound sleep

In the swing of my glances In my bedoom.

While assessing their futeir

Of how exuberantly veant they ae. _ The two poetsWordsworth and
Cinare respond to the beauty of nature. They

While becoming one romanticize nature unlike Robert Frost who

With the ceek-steam draws boundaries between man and nature.

Born amidst the hill-beds, They show distinction in the treatment of

As an eye-witness nature though the three are nature poets.

| glimpse how it splits into various flows

After it steps down on to the plain; Frost seeks to have a momentary

Absorption contact with nature that refreshes and
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rejuvenates him. He watches the glitteringgho loves nature for its music and color
snow-clad woods in the sunlit evening anand goes to it enthralled and engrossed into
stops the horse to enjoy the beauty in natuie.Cinare watches nature at its best for its
Meanwhile the horse gives a shake to heauties with all his consciousness.
harness bells to know as to why his master

stopped, Frost is therefore a different kind
) , of nature poet as he has a momentary contact
He gives his harness bells a shake  \jth nature. Whenever he gets tired of the

To ask if thee is in some mistake monotony of mundane living and routine
The only other sounds the sweep working, he goes to the objects of nature
Of easy wind and downy flake like birches and woods, as they are the

: . source for his refreshment and rejuvenation,
Stopping by Wods on a Snowy Evenlnielief and solace. He swings with them to

The shaking of the harness bells {1€ 0P and gets back on to the ground,
the only way for the horse to confront the _ _
poet with a question to 'ask if there is any¥hen I'm weary of considerations
mistake'. The poet springs into the worl@dnd life is too much like a pathless wood
of reality from the reverie and realizes nofVhee your face burns and tickles with
only the sounds of 'easy wind' and 'dowrijie cobwebs
flake' that enrich the beauty of woods. HBroken acoss it.
realizes the promises he has to keep and Birches
the obligations he has to fulfill as man:

In his poem Birches Frost feels,

The woods & lovely dark and deep  garth s the right place for lovéHe goes
But | have pomises to keep to nature to have a momentary contact with
And miles to go beferl sleep it. His contact with nature makes him forget
And miles to go beferl sleep. the stress and strain of realityleads him

Sopping by Wods on a Snowy Evenind0 a fresh mood in performing his duties
with new vigor and enthusiasm.
There is a scope for Frost to have
been lost in the idealistic meditation or Wordsworth  and  Cinare
reverie in the beauty of woods, but the hor§emanticize nature to seek harmony between
gives a shake to his harness bells and brirt§é soul of man and that of nature whereas
him back to the world of realities. Frost harps on the boundaries that separate
man from nature. His contact with it
Frost is a nature poet but he is notr&freshes and rejuvenates him whenever he
nature poet in the tradition @ordsworth gets tired of monotony of daily routine
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living. Wordsworth and other Romantics gdirectly speaks to the objects of nature like
to it enthralled Wordsworth, in contrast the tree with its foliage in comparison with
with Frost, wants to have perpetual contattte drying of women's haiHis way of
with nature recalling them in pensive andddressing the objects of nature reflects
lonely moods. humor to mark a contrast with that of
Wordsworth's high seriousness.

Frost insists on definite boundaries
between man and nature while referring to Frost successfully establishes as a
the response of the horse on stopping bwture poet in a unique walrawing a line
woods on a snowy evening in the poenbetween man and nature unkerdsworth
Stopping byWoods on a Snowy Evening.and Cinare who as nature poets adore nature
The horse stands as a real charactervibile stressing a harmonious relationship
remind him of his promises by ringing théetween man and nature.
bell tied to his neck. Lik&/ordsworth, he

*kk

A JUST WORLD

A. Mahesh Kumar*

The eternal dream of justice to sparkle
Is a misnomer born from the tireless efforthe spirit of equality and freedom by
of the few souls breaking the chains of selfish patterns of

who fought against the harsh realities of liféife to witness the dream world.

The most unpleasant truth is that the ageldday the vision of the souls awaken all lands
shadows of darkness from the bedlam of profound pain

cease not by the few gentle rays of light. into a new dawn of freedom and equality
But the meaning of their short existence fr a just world.

Comrades of the world! Let us unite to fulfil

* Asst. Prof. Dept. of English and Humanitiesthe dream of the Juéforld
MVGR College of EngVizianagaram Only JustVorld!
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MODERN TEACHING PEDAGOGY IN ENGLISH

N. Mahesh*

Language is a gift of humankinchow it has become very easy with the help
through which one may share one's ows1 modern technology along with the

experiences, wishes and ideas. Itis not@ppropriate methods of teaching.
inherent tenet, but it is a skill that must be

earned through a systematic method or English played a vital role to
approach which guides us in its acquisitioonnect India to the world which no other
There are multitudes of methods anddian language could. Though it came to
approaches of teaching a language thadlia almost 200 years ago people find it
would help the students learn the languagery difficult to follow the language
In the contemporary digital world, learningneaningfully There are solid reasons for
English which is very rightly calledthat. FirstlyTeaching Pedagogy was out-
'Globish', is a rewarding experience.  dated and was formulated at a time when
there wasn't much progress in teaching
A brief account of an introductionmethods. Secondly there was dearth of
to English language in India may bekilled experts of English. Thirdly there
discussed here. Thomas Babingtatas Anglophobia lurking in the Indian
Macaulay was the first to take measuresyiginds. So there must be some reformation
introduce English education in India byh Teaching - Learning Pedagogy keeping
replacing the good old concept of ashraimmind the latest and emergent technologies
type of instruction through Sanskrit angnd innovationslraining must be provided
Persian. English surpassed all natite English teachers and they in turn, should
languages and became 'the ruling languagéspire, instigate, and instil interest among
It has introduced the knowledge of Eurogfie students with their motivation to drive
to India. Soon people felt that they mustway Anglophobia. These stringent
acquire and learn it by following variousneasures should be taken at the earliest to
methods and approaches. Thus Englishing about the desired fruition in the realm
became an inevitable language one d$EnglishTeaching Pedagogy in India. It
supposed to acquire. Earlier pupils faceglbetter to adopt new methods like digital
difficulties in learning English language buiethod where everything must be done in
accordance with the latest technology

* Research Scholar Sri Krishnadevaraya

University Ananthapuramu, To acquire any skill one has to adopt

certain approaches or methods through
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which one acquires the required skill irn a well-defined aim and perspective. So
general, and masteny particular There the teachers of English later explored or
are a number of methods and approache&d another method called the deductive
that are in vogue in the field of Englishmethod.
LanguageTeaching. They are Grammar
Translation Method, Direct Method, Dr Knowingly or unknowingly the
West's MethodAudio-Lingual Method, deductive method is used where rules
StructuralApproach and Communicativeappear first and examples latétris like a
Languagd@eaching A note on each of theseop down approach which moves from the
methods may help the learners of Englighore general to the more specific. Mostly
in India. exact translation may not be possible. Itis
uninteresting, dull, mechanical, and bookish
The Grammairanslation Method and moreoveit is an unnatural method with
came to the forefront probably in the earligs emphasis on reading and writing instead
18" century though it was prevalent in thef listening and speaking. It helps the
early 1500s in Europe. This may also keverage students but it is not always for
called the Classical method. This methadtelligent students. Next appears on the
would solely emphasise the translation afcene Direct Method which has been
a text, grammar and rote learning gfractised vastly for quite some time.
vocabulary Originally, it was tried to learn
the Greek and Roman literatures. This The Direct Method is a sort of
method was used to study any deadaction against the GrammBmanslation
language. This is primarily a teacheMethod. Itis also called natural method or
centred method where students have ooal method as it follows the natural way
active role in that they are passive listenersf learning a language. It lays stress on
This method is useful in the class where@rrect pronunciation and gramméraims
large no of students participate. Thiat the target language mostly a foreign
method doesn't consume a lot of timéanguage. The students' involvement is
Students get acquainted with the meaningsedominant as they directly think in English
of new words, phrases and sentences veavithout the aid of mother tongue and thereby
easily Mother tongue dominates throughowgetting good fluency of speech. Thus it
and helps in mastering vocabulary anslicceeds inductive method of teaching
grammar Though itis out-dated it has beeienglish in which example first and rules
used exclusively in some institutions as rtext. The unit of learning in a sentence is
is a very easy method. It has sommot a word. Here vocabulary is learnt
drawbacks towiz., it neglects the speechthrough regalia, pictures, postures and so
patterns of the learnefhe learner's on. Itis not good for the mixed group of
participation is mostly minimal and it lackdearners, in which intelligent students only
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benefit. In the mid-20th century it slowlyto master the patterns of the sentences or
lost its appeal thereby giving the way fostructures. So, the knowledge of structures
theAudio-lingual Method. Is very essential to construct a meaningful

sentence to convey one's thoughts and

TheAudio-lingual Method initially feelings. Its main concerns are with the

was used for the military purposes tmastery of patterns of structures, word
enhance the proficiency of soldiers in arder and function words. Soon this
language. Itis also knownasny Method approach lost its use leading to another
or New Key method as it emerged after thegpproach called Communicatifpproach.
SecondWorld War. It sprang up from aCommunicative Languag&eaching
behaviourist theory of B F Skinners(CommunicativeApproach) came very
Sometimes it is akin to the Direct Methodecently with its emphasis on
as it gives importance to dialogue in theommunicating through a language. It came
target language. Its aim is to acquirtd the scene in 1970s and linguists like
proficiency in communication skills. TheMichael Halliday and Dell Hymes
teacher uses four skillgiz., listening; introduced the idea of a wider
speaking, reading and writing and teachesmmunicative competence. The learners
them separatelf¥he teaching aid primarily directly start to converse in the target
is the Language Laboratory where visualanguage without using the mother tongue.
are used for learninocabulary is taught They have the real life communication used
in the context and the focus is om day to day life by the common people.
pronunciation. The learning takes placEhe Communicative Approach is
very effectively as visual aids are useghredominantly practiced today all over the
Memorization and drills are profuselyworld. It also focuses on the teacher being
applied. No translation, no grammar as treefacilitator rather than an instructéys it
emphasis is on audio-oral habit formations a learner centred approach it solidly
The sole focus is on listening and speakingeserves the interests and needs of the
rather than reading and writing. The learnégarner It gives much importance to the
listens passionately the samples providelilogue, information-gathering activities,
during the lab classes. Next approach thapinion-sharing activities etFask-based
gained prominence is structural approadanguage learning can be considered a
that stirred the imagination of academia ibranch of communicative language teaching.
the mid-seventies. Students are involved in meaningful tasks

using the target language, tasks like visiting

A systematic arrangement of worda doctoy conducting an intervievealling

can form a structure that would give theustomer service for help etc. Here learning
complete sense of the sentence. takes place naturallyt was popularized
StructuralApproach the learner is expectetly N Prabhu in India.
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MY CHIRPING VISITORS

Dr J. Bhagyalakshmi*

Today ,in morning hours , | heard &pecial guestét that time | felt lucky when
chorus of chirping and stepped out inttvo sparrows made a nest in my balcony
veranda to see who the visitors were. | ssaver descending water pipes. The
a few tiny grayish birds flitting from branchdroppings and the construction material of
to branch. | was wondetruck. Were they my friends were welcome though it meant
all sparrows? | almost shouted, "Eureka'a little more labour for me. Soon there
Wait a minute, | told myselThis is no less were little babies making sounds akin to
than a miracle. How come half a dozetiny bells on the feet of a graceful dancer
sparrows appear from nowhere? Is it a
wish fulfillment? All of us can recall that there was a

time when sparrows flew from one end to

| fixed myself in a chair to watchanother end in a room trying to make a nest
them closelyYes they were sparrows, lanywhere they pleased. Some of us might
thought. No, | told myself again.They wer&ave even witnessed them dashing against
look alike but not sparrows. | argued witla speeding fan and getting killed leaving
myself for a while because there was n¢s sad for long. Possible, creativity might
one else around. have urged you to pen a poem or two.

My thoughts raced back to 2012 At villages sparrows were flocking
when Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dixit at fields and people had to device means
declared sparrow as "State Bird ofo drive them awayin certain films they
Delhi."Already there were danger signaleecame part of romantic pastoral scenes.
that house sparrows were counted &it now sighting a sparrow itself has
endangered species. That was when Indiacome an occasion to celebrate.
launched the largest conservation
programme, "Rise for Sparrows" | like the song," May you walk with

sunlight shining and a blue bird in every

Many governmental and voluntanytree."Now | don't mind having a sparrow
efforts were on to attract sparrows, heartiglong with a blue bird in every tre@ill
wishing, "May their tribe increase!"this wish be granted?

Artificial nests were built to welcome the

These birds which drew my
* \Writer, Madanapalle attention this morning are not sparrows.
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They are very much similar in appearandbe message o¥orld Sparrow Dayl shall

but are a wee bit smaller and are smoaoghrely declare ,"l love sparrows."”

with well groomed appearance. | am no

ornithologist though birds, animals an . AS th‘? day progressed .I share(_j my
nature are very close to my heart. M{J@PPIness with Rama who assists me in my

morning friends are finches belonging t§/°"k- She told me cheerfully she has
the same species as Sparrows. sheltered a family of sparrows at her house.

There are a few newborns in the nest.
My happiness did not diminish juisama dutifully leaves a bowl of water and

because my chirping visitors are not houde IStful of grain for the benefit of these
sparrowsWhat is in a nameR beautiful irdies. | thanked her profusely and smiled

bird is a beautiful bird that spreadf Myselfimagining the musical sound of

happiness wherever it flies. Whatever g&y birds which reminds one of soft

treading anklets.

*kk
CARTOGRAPHY
Basudhara Roy*
From each encounter with you, Till gradually with time
| return with some pain The sting wears away
Like a triumphant trophy And | recover from the hurt
That | would fain hold on to. As naive as ever
Pain, thankfully not often enough Not that | don't know
To well and flow from eyes That you cannot but hurt
Which would, in any case, Firebrand as you are
Have been a waste. World-bound to set it aflame
But a throbbing bruise, a smudge And that | must keep
In some forgotten corner of the heart.  Myself at bay
A mark of darkness Only that | am drawing
Like kohl freshly gathered. A clandestine map of longing
For a few days, | am sore And need the bruises for my art.
At the point where words The watermark of smudges
Pricked the soul On the canvas of my heart

Engenders new belongings
* Asst. ProfessorDept. of English, Karim City And who, having witnessed nations born,

College, Jamshedpuiharkhand, Can hope cartography to be painless?
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NADINE GORDIMER'S "A GUEST OF HONOUR"
AFRICA'S POST-INDEPENDENT POLITICAL NOVEL

Dr. P. Satyanarayana
C. Vijayalakshmi?

Nadine Gordimer is one of thegovernance of the British and is in
foremost women fiction writers in Soutrhoneymoon period of new democratle
Africa and winner of the Nobel Prize fomew government follows the footsteps of
literature in 1991. Her fiction covers thehe British to gain political and economic
period from the late forties to the latelevelopment whereas the people of the land
eightiesAll her novels deal with the issuewant total freedom. Political conflict forms
of racism in one way or the othdthey the centre of the novel.
reflect the mood of her country before and
after apartheidAll her efforts have been Colonel Evelyn James Bragn
to see her country free from all raciaEuropean character narrates the whole story
oppressions and sufferings. Through hé&om his point of view till he meets his death
novels, she demanded justice for the blackmd after his death, it is his lover Rebecca
They stood as a testimony to her fight fdédwards who shares his thoughts. Only the
justice. The quest for freedom in Soutlast page unwraps the point of view of other
Africa took place in two stages. One washaracters. The central figures are political
for freedom from the British governmentnen. Bray was expatriated from the country
who occupied their lands for more thaten years earlier by the colonial government
three centuries. The next stage was for th@ encouraging the ascent and emergence
freedom of their lands from apartheid. Neaf the People's Independent Party (PIP)
colonialism crept into the countriative which then was insurgent. During the
leaders wanted more option for money anddependence negotiations in London, he
power than the life of their own peopleagain meets the leader of the Independent
One such novel form the pen of NadinPartyAdamson Mweta. Mweta invites him
Gordimer isA Guest of Honourlt is the to the Independence Day celebrations. Bray
story of an unidentified\frican nation goes but his wife Olivia stays behind to be
which got freedom from the imperialpresent when a grand child is born. Despite
vague plans to come, she does not join Bray
when he takes up an offer by Mweta to
1. Professor of English, IGNOU Bengaluru. become an educational planner in Gala.
2. Lecturer in English National College,Gala is the district where he once was a

BasavanagudBengaluru. District CommissioneiOn his return, Bray
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is optimistic that his own liberal humanede also hopes to reconcile Mweta with
principles are shaped by President Mwehinza. But Bray fails in his mission, returns
and that the nation's development will b Gala and makes a success of his job.
peaceful. The celebrations are indeed
optimistic and ebullient. Thus, Bray became The novel then develops into a
the guest of honour in the newly independedescription of the love affair set in Boma
nation After Bray moves to Gala, he meetife against the background of erupting
old friends again and makes new ones. Hslitical unrest. Bray falls passionately in
old friends are Roland Dando, nevove with an expatriate SecretaRebecca
Attorney General; th@/entzes, proprietor Gordan, mother of four children, who lives
of the Silver Rhino hotel and pub and them Gala with her children but apart from
Neil Bayles, Principal of the universjty her husband, Gordon. This love affair leads
Kalimo, the servant who had served Brap complications for Brayhere is political
and Olivia during colonial times had comenrest. Strikes breaks out, which are
back to him. complicated by clashes between party youth
and unions. Shinza is plotting against the
While Bray is working on an government, supported by foreign rebels.
educational system which is mixture oAt a party congress in the capital, which
skills training and adult education, he godBray attends, Shinza splits formally with
to see his old friend Edward Shinza, thihe partyThe council issue is whether the
original founder of the Independencsecretary general of the union is to be
Movement who is now in conflict with appointed by the party or elected by the
Mweta. Bray learns that Independenamembers of the union. Shinza builds up his
instead of bringing the two men Mweta andupport among the workers and takes a
Shinza closerhas only widened the gapstrong anti-neo-colonial line. Bray supports
between them. The reason is that ShinzaSkinza and transforms as a person. He sides
neither included in the committee of thevith Shinza and sides with the opposition
cabinet of the government ministers ndo Mweta.
invited for the independent celebrations.
There were serious differences with Mweta After the People's Independence
over what method should be adopted ®arty (PIP) conference at the capital, Bray
build a nation. Mweta's methods for runningommits himself to the girl, Rebecca whom
the government are those which were uské loves. The poor working conditions and
by his white colonial dicers. Moreover accidental deaths, which were the straight
Mweta confronts Shinza with the brutalityepercussion of the colonial inheritance,
of the forces of law and order in thereated fury among the black population of
independent state. Bray is shocked and gdke countryThe trade unions are at conflict
to the capital to talk about it with Mwetawith Mweta's government. He feels
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worried about Rebecca who had alreadgvolves theWentzesThey are friends of
sent her children with her husband to SouBray in the capital where they own a hotel.
Africa for education. But Rebecca commitslowever they are in the first place
herself to Bray Bray obtains poweof- intellectuals and their aptitude for the world
attorney for her and she draws out mon®j business leaves a lot to be desired. They
and arranges to send it illegally out of thare non-Anglo Saxons. They come from the
country to Swiss Bank for her future. IEuropean continent. She is Jewish and he
shows that he has engaged in a corrupt aetved her from the "endlosung”. Their
which he had never done before. ThutaughterEmmanuella has arfaifr with an
Bray's idealism is now modified forAfrican Politician, RasAhafe. He
personal benefitéfter Bray has returneddisappears in the political crisis and
to Gala, Strikes break out again and thewgentzes' daughter elopes with hiAs a
is a general breakdown of law and orderesult, the father has a mental break down,
Bray and Rebecca try to escape but thégaves his wife and comes to Bray in Gala.
are attacked by hooligans with a vagude finds solace there in brick laying while
political background. They think Bray as golitical fabric collapses around hirAt
conservative white. His efforts are all inhe end of the novel, Bray's girl friend,
vain and he dies as a martitis death is Rebecca meets the daughteWantzes in
contingent and accidental. Rebecca manadesidon, where she has found a new lover
to survive by hiding in the grass andhis sub-plot could have been used to bring
afterwards she gets help from someut significant aspects of post-colonial
villagers. She collects money irsociety in SoutiAfrica. RasAhafe is a man
Switzerland and begins a new life inwithout qualities, except he is suave. His
London, near Bray's wife without knowingove affair is inter-racial sex. Compounded
her Even she did not join with her husbandyith this are the complications of
Gordon. It would only be a means oflifferences in social status that often go
reliving in the distrust. Thus, Gordimetand in hand with inter-racial love affairs.
constructs a double plot in the novBNo For example, the bar maid who marries the
stories are interwoven here. First is that efpatriate secondary school teachdrue
Bray, a liberal white returning to anEuropean secretary who makes the general
unnamed newly independeAffrican manager Society can make inteacial
country and the other is that of his lovesexual relationships painful. The
Rebecca, whose stay continues after Bray'slulgence in love is set in magnificent
death. The relationship between Bray andndscape of beautiful beaches, lakes etc.
Rebecca lies at the centre of the novel. There is another sub-plot. Rebecca's
husband and his friends had been doing
Besides the main double plot, therélegal business iAfrica. They have been
is another sub-plot in the novel whiclsupported by many powerful people to run
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their businessAfrica is being ruined and Thus, A Guest of Honoutinks
smuggled by these illegal poachers armbncerns of politics, governance, morality
white people that could not be stopped lyf moral commitment and romance summing
any government. The friends of Gordonyp in the process an entirely new and
Somshetsi and Nyanza whom Shinza wasiginal way of seeing the world. This idea
meeting across the borders was only to makeound which this novel unfolds its
a tie up so that he could find funds frongontrolling vision is the view that the white
them and buy arms and wage a war in thiberal could play a part in the struggle for
country It shows thaAfrica's wealth and a liberated SoutAfrica.

money is always misused either for the good

or for the bad.

CITYSCAPE
Gopal Lahiri*

In its midst always And come down
The layers of filth and froth Kneeling in the underworld,
Holding in both hands the begging bowl A rapid search between the cracks,
With hope filled faces The lifeless ants and insects.
Striking into existence Mithi river lights up the underbelly
The city howls from its chaos and concretén her matchless eyes.
There are times when Glass building and beyond the dirt
a few pale white birds Quiet, calmly
Hovering in the smoky sky A loose wind blows under the grey clouds,

Butterflies fly around

* An earth scientist, bilingual poet, writeditor In all corners of the nearby shady green,

critic and translatoiMumbai. Grow out of the grave,
in the company of the all shades of dead.
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ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD

Every Sunday morning | take a light She went on: “I spend a couple of
jog around a park near my horii&eres a hours each Sunday morning, relaxing by this
lake located in one corner of the park. Eadhke and helping these little guys outs It’
time | jog by this lake, | see the same elderiyy own strange way of making a
woman sitting at the water edge with a difference.”
small metal cage sitting beside her

“But don't most freshwater turtles live their

This past Sunday my curiosity gotvhole lives with algae and scum hanging
the best of me, so | stopped jogging arfcom their shells?” | asked.
walked over to heAs | got closerl realised
that the metal cage was in fact a small traf¥ ep, sadlythey do,” she replied.

There were three turtles, unharmed, slowly
walking around the base of the trap. She | scratched my head. “®\l then,
had a fourth turtle in her lap that she waton't you think your time could be better
carefully scrubbing with a spongy brush. spent? | mean, | think your efforts are kind
and all, but there are fresh water turtles
“Hello,” | said. “I see you here everyliving in lakes all around the worldnd
Sunday morning. If you don't mind my99% of these turtles don’t have kind people
nosiness, I'd love to know what you’rdike you to help them clean off their shells.
doing with these turtles.” So, no offense... but how exactly are your
localised efforts here truly making a

She smiled. “I'm cleaning off their difference?”
shells,” she replied. “Anything on a turde’
shell, like algae or scum, reduces the tigtle’ The woman giggled aloud. She then
ability to absorb heat and impedes its abilitpoked down at the turtle in her lap,
to swim. It can also corrode and weakescrubbed off the last piece of algae from
the shell over time.” its shell, and said, “Sweetie, if this little

guy could talk, he'd tell you I just made all
“Wow! That's really nice of you!” | the difference in the world.”
exclaimed.
Courtesy: The Internet
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PATRABALI-SW AMI VIVEKANANDA

Madhulika Ghose*

One's deepest thoughts, bravess whichever supreme power he desires,
resolutions and most tender emotions,|éad the life of an ascetic grihastha
believe, find expression in their persongtamily-man); as this has no bearing on the
letters. The bookPatrabali-Swami purity of his moral characteihis is
Mvekanandan Bengali lucidly brings forth mentioned in the letter to Haridas Biharidas
the opinions of one of the greatest sons Dlesai on 29th January894 and to
India- Swami Vivekananda (born Singaravelu Mudaliar (Kidi) on 3rd March,
Narendranath Datta, Swamiji to millions)1894. Swamiji says that we have created
This inspirational book, published bydols of God in the human form and other
Udbodhan Karjalgycompiles the lettersrestrictions related to religion in order to
written by this prolific thinker from 1888 comprehend the supreme power with our
to 1902 during his journey as a monk alimited mental resources as human beings.
over India, tcAmerica and Europe. God, howeveris beyond all these mortal

restrictions. It brings to my mind a parallel

On reading this book, | could begirin science: in quantum mechanics certain
to fathom various aspects of Narendranalfoundary conditions are imposed in order
Datta's life, his gruelling struggles ando get acceptable solutions to the
unwavering dedication towards theschrédinger's equation. These limitations
betterment of his countryEven in the are not intrinsic to the system, but are
bleakest situations, his ability to maintaifmposed to make the problem solvable with
faith in himself and other followers of Sriour limited quantitative capabilities.
Ramakrishna (Swamiji's spiritual mentor)
is admirable. His deep knowledge and The book mentions that one should
impartial insights into the scriptures ofspire to be the best version of himself by
different religions expressed in this boofollowing the path most suited to him, rather
are meaningful and thought provoking. Eaahan cloning the actions of others without
individual should have the independencgny meaningful results. This flexibility of
to do as he wishes, as long as it does nhbught is a reflection of immense respect
infringe on the rights of other&x man towards all walks of life and is a vital trait
should be free to eat what he wants, pray uphold the multifarious nature of Indian
society It is mentioned in the same letter to

ingaravelu MudaliarKidi) that the soul
f each individual is like the Sun, with

* Researcher in Chemistry at Jadavpur Universi
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varying degrees of cloud covdt is our and others) is the emancipation of women.
duty as righteous people to part these cloulisthis regard, SwanVivekananda praises
and let the light of our souls permeate th&merican women highjyiving them credit
dingiest corners of ignorance in this greddr making their society one of the most
nation, illuminating the most helpless androgressive in the world.

endowing them with hope for a wholesome

future. If a man's stomach is full, only then Swamiji's innate inquisitiveness,
can he be consistently dedicated to a noldabtle sense of humour and remarkable
cause. Education and good health, Humility permeates the entire bodUritten
imbibed among all, particularly the youthby a true patriot and lover of humaniity
can bring about wondrous change in trepeaks of virtues which are being fast
outlook of our societyAnother subject that forgotten. This book is a doorway into the
is reiterated in many letters (fdasinga thoughts of one of the stellar visionaries of
Perumal on 2 November 1893, to India, to be cherished, read by all and
Haripada Mitra on 28 December1893, propagated zealously

*kk

Palkhiwala is no more. His observationg he makes a mess, someone else cleans it
at the relevant time are worth noting.  up.

He has his choice of luxurious places to
*Nani Palkhiwala* India's Most Eminents|eep.
and Noted Jurist & Lawyer wrote ... He receives these accommodations

absolutely free.
My dog sleeps about 20 hours aday  He s living like a King, and has absolutely
He has his food prepared for him. no expenses whatsoever
He can eat whenever he wants, 24/7/36%ll of his costs are picked up by others
His meals are provided at no cost to himwho go out and earn a living every day
By the way he does not need to pay for
medical insurance. | was just thinking about all this, and
He visits the doctor once a year for hisuddenly it hit me like a brick in the
checkup, and again during the year if amyead.......
medical needs arise. My dog is like the *Indian POLITICIAN*
For this he pays nothing and nothing is
required of him. (*No offence* *intended- to dogs*)
He lives in a nice neighborhood in a house
that is much larger than he needs, but he is Source: Internet
not required to do any upkeep.
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GoldenArticle reprinted from Triveni Vol.3 January--February 1930

POETRY OF DEVOTION

Prof. T. Virabhadrudu, M.A.

One of the great Krishna-yjith this aspect of Sri Krishna's life, His
worshippers in Ancient India as \yonderful child-hood, can be inferred from
Bilvamangala or Lilasuka, the author of Skhis one verse, among others of a similar
Krishna Karnamritam a series of lyrics nature, where he shows how even the image
in Sanskrit in which the poet, name n4f Rama does not satisfy his soul as much
known, reveals his great devotion to Sgs that of Krishna. Kodanda-Rama (Rama
Krishna. He seems to have belonged to thgh the bow) one day stood before him,

11" centuryA.D. and though no accuratgyt the poet's reply shows that He was
biographical details are within our reachgjected:

traditional accounts of him indicate that he
was alelugu Brahmin of Srikakulam and ‘Having given up Thy bow and
that a certain woman, Chintamani, whomgrrow for a minute, take a flute in hand,

he loved, was the cause of hignd put a peacock-feather Timy hair |

transformation from worldliness andshg||, Lord of Sita, gladly greet Thee.’
dissipation into saintliness and devotion.

From the poem itself we can learn one very In the course of his rapturous
interesting thing: that the poet belonged i@escription of the lovely little Boyie sings:
a family of staunclBaivites enthusiastic

about the significance, of the utterance of Such a childhood! such lotus-face!

Panchakshar({the five letters Na ma ssi gych love! the charm of those ever-rolling
vaya, but that his heart was ever throbbingyes! that enchanting beauty! the wealth of
to utter the name and see the smiling fagfiat soft smile! It is true, it is true, | can
with its dark blue radiance, of the swegjeclare to the world: ‘Even among the gods
little child of that famous milk-womani; js impossible to seek!

(Yasoda) As the title of the book indicates,

the poem is full of a nectar-like musicagdressing his God he says:

which is a solace to the ear and a solace to

the soul. The poet's bhakti or devotion to Thy gait is slow and majestic, Thy

GodVishnu in this shape @wataris most ords are honeyed, Thy smile sprinkles
extraordinaryThat he is specially in love nectar Thy embrace is tight and warm; |
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see; now | see, the reason why the Gopis the meshes of Sri Krishna's love and
are enamoured so highly of Thy deeds! could not be drawn out. Once he would feel
that his heart was absorbed into His.
In his opinion his Boy-God is theSometimes he would feel triumphant that
most lovely object in the Universe and therdee could catch Sri Krishna and keep Him
is nothing else, however beautiful, that cain his heart, as when he makes one of the
approach it in excellence or charm. Hmilk-maids say:-
vehemently proclaims:
Thou didst forcibly get out when | caught
If there be anya thousand, who are criticsThee in my hands. That was nothing. I would
of art, let them be; consider it manliness if Thou couldst by
If there be any who are images of Suprena@y means go out of my heart!
beautylet them be;
We have no quarrel with them: we don't There are also occasions when the
want to please them either by flattery;  Bhakta feels depressed, for he cannot see
Allwe know is, "Perfection of beauty existdis God-Friend; nevertheless he eagerly
only in one place—Thyself"! looks forward to the moment when he can
enjoy eternal bliss in His presence. He often
His enthusiasm reaches its zenitasks: "Wl the time arrive when | can see
when he, seeing, in one of his mysticalim? Will He ever cast a glance at me?
moods, a little boy walking in the streets afan | ever kiss Him to my heart's content
Mathura, asks: with my two eyes ?" and exclaims joyfully
"How happy would | be if | could see Him!
O, little girl, who is this boy that has jusHow blessed the day on which | see Him!"
entered the streets of Mathura? But the thought that the God who has
manifold duties to perform and might forget
and recognising, on coming ngiiie jewel- him altogether often intrudes upon his
like peacock-feather on the head, thgeace, reminding us dkaram the great
inviting lips, the smiling face and embodied/aratha psalmist who said: -
joy, exclaims in ecstasy:
So many tasks and cares
Oh! What a splendourWonderful! Are Thine, while I-
Wonderful! | am forgot thus, alas,
Oh!A wonderful, very wonderful Light!  And left to die!

It is this picture that the poet feels He admits that Krishna is absorbed

painted on the tablet of his heart. He would the music of the flute but he often asks
sometimes feel that his mind was stuck upmself, "cannot the sounds of my song
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creep into His ear in the intervals?" Seeirgwvay the lotus of my heart now!
no way out of the difculty, he makes an
earnest appeal to the flute in these words: This sage, like all other poet-
admirers of Krishna, represents Him as one
Dear Flute, tasting, as thou dost, the swegho steals away cream and buttand
honey of the breath of Sri Krishna's smilingghatever is tasteful in the world.
lotus-face, grant me one boon. Being so ndandoubtedly the human heart is the most
His pearl-lip, wilt thou, unobserved byprecious thing on earth, and what wonder
others, whisper into the ears of Nanda's senthere if the Great Stealer carries away
my sad plight? men's hearts with Him? The poet says that
on one occasion he met Him, but his heart
The devotee's condition is pitiablevas not satisfied and was longing to see
when, in spite of all his efforts, he cannddim again.We are told, ‘Love grows by
see Him or meet Him. His song is pathetiwhat it feeds on,” and it is certainly a
when he sings: curious stream, fothe more we drink of
it, the greater is the thirst. The enthusiasm
Friend of the helpless, Ocean of kindnessf the poet for his object of love is so intense
Hari, | have been spending fruitless dayhat whatever belongs to Him is lovely; His
without sight ofThee Alas! Alas!What a lips, His smile, His feet, His anklets, His
pity! flute, His peacock-feathddlis blue colour
and His sleep. The Child-Krishna is ever
Once or twice he tried to catch hishe object of his devotion, whose spirit has
friend but was defeated in his purpose, fagunk in him. He is the dream of his dreams
and itis enough if his dear God should listen
Sweeter than Sweetness, it captivated rny his last prayer:
heart: Quicker than Quickness, it eluded my
grasp. Standing, legs cross-wise, with the
peacock-feather adorning the head, singing
On the other hand, Sri Krishna played thie flute song with the head turned to one
little thief that He generally is: side, how blessed should | be if this Light,
the Transcendental and the kind, stood
It was He who stole away the hearts dfefore me at the time of my final parting!
pious sages:
It was He who stole away the garments of will Sri Krishna remember him at least
the love-intoxicated cowherdesses: after his death? He suggests:
It was He who stole away the pride of Indra,
Lord of the Heavens: The bamboo on the bank of the Jumna has
How powerless | am when he is stealingeen blessed by its association with Sri
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Krishna's diamond-lip. I know nothing except Thee
Can | have the fortune, in my next birth ah confession which all wise men have made
least, of my being born on the Jumna barter much travailingAfter having read and
to serve as Krishna's flute and be blessead, thought and thought, every great sage
has admitted, witliukaram the devotee of
He confesses that he sees only onithoba:
figure, hears only one sound, and knowsaught know | but Thy name alone.
only one thing:
(The writer apologises to all lovers of Sanskrit
Protector of cows, Ocean of love, Husbarfdr having ventured upon this ‘free translation’
of Lakshmi, Destroyer of Kamsa, Saviou®f the lyrics of one of the greatest poet-mystics
of the Elephant-King, of the world Apart from the inaccuracy of the
Father of the three worlds, Lotus-eyed Go%anslatlon, in the tame and prosaic language of

Lord of the milk-maids. save me. | confes&® translatgrone misses the exquisite music
' ' and the wonderful lyric charm of the original).

*kk

READERS’ MAIL

Glad to know that an annual Endowmerrof.Chalapati Rao's excellent work
Lecture is organised as a tribute tpromoting our nation's literary
Prof.l.V.Chalapati Rao. His invaluablephilosophical and cultural traditions and
speeches and writings, matchlesgany distinguished writers have been
contributions to th&Triveni journal are a contributing highly informative and thought
perennial source of inspiration angrovoking articles.

guidance. | am immensely happy that the M.G.Narasimha Murthy
Triveni Foundation is carrying forward Principal (Retd.), Hyderabad
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NEW MEMBERS

The following is the list of Donors/ Members who have joined the TRIVENI family
during January - March, 2018heTRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomes them.

Donors: Annual Members:
Dr. PS Prasad Dandamudi RS.5000/- SSS Pawar Sarvajan¥achanalaya,
Vijayawada Purna, Parbhani

Sow Sheshabai Sitaram Mundhe College
Life Members: Gangakhed, Parbhani

Ms IshitavVerma, Luknow
Sri S B Ram, Hyderabad
Prof. K.Venkateswarlwisakhapatnam

AN APPEAL

Journals like TRIVENI devoted to literature, culture, and human values cater to
a limited number of intellectuals and are not to be considered as successful business
propositions in any countnyits publication is only possible by the generous support
of the cultured and enlightened readers. This earnest appeal is to solicit the patronage of
philanthropic persons to enlist themselves as Subscribers, Patrons and Donors and extend
their co-operation to the cause of Indian literature, culture and human values and/or help
us in any way possible.

Donations torRIVENI are exempt from IncomBax, Under Section 80G (2)
&(5) of the I.T. Act, 1961.

. Bank Details:
Cheque/DD can be drawn in Favour of Andhra Bankrarnaka Branch

‘Triveni Foundation' payable at Hyderabad.,

PAN: AAAAT1350R %\%count No. 057810100029288
IFSC CodeANDBO000578
MICR Code: 50001050

We also invite writers and the intellectual community to come forward with
their articles and share their ideas, experiences with the readERIGENI.
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Inspiring tomorrow's
Innovators

Pioneer in Experiential
Hands-On Learning since 2005

11,00,000 | 9,000+

Creative & Innovative Science Projects

® Nurture Curiosity, Imagination
® Encourages tinkering mindset & self learning
® Improves attention span
® Removes Fear of Science & Math
® Effective engagement, keeping them
away from TV / Video Games etc.
® Deeper conceptual understanding

www.butterflyfields.com
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" SRI YABALURI RAGHA VAIAH MEMORIAL TRUST

NEW PUBLICATION Culture CapsulesArt Of Living

Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.60/- (US$5) HB Rs.150/- (US$15)

Culture Capsules - Indian Renaissance
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.100/- (US$ 10)HB Rs.150/- (US$15)

Culture CapsulesincientWisdom Modern Insight
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.100 /-(US$15) HB Rs.250/- (US$25)

Culture Capsules - Living Through Changing Time
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.75/- (US$10) HB Rs.150/- (US$15)

Samskruti Sourabhalu Jeevana Soundaryam
(TeluguTranslation ofArt of Living by

Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao

PB Rs.100/- (US$10) HB Rs.200/- (US$20)

Page: 380/-
Price : Rs.1000/-

Magnetobiology and Biomagnetism

Culture Capsules - Dr. Sankar Narayan

Parables for Healthy Minds PB Rs.750/- (US$30) HB Rs.1500/- (US$60)
KharidehalVenkata Rao

PB Rs.150/- (US$15) HB Rs.200/- Culture Capsules - Collegeacher#\nd

(US$20) Administrators A Hand Book
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
Culture Capsules - PB Rs.150/- (US$15) HB Rs.300/- (US$30)
Golden Heritage of Indian Culture
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao What Life Taught Me
(US$20) PB Rs.150/- (US$15) HB Rs.250/- (US$25)
Sachitra Sri Hanuman Chalisa Culture Capsules - Flying Sparks
K Venkata Rao Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.150/- (US$) PB Rs.150/- (US$15) HB Rs.200/- (US$20)

Copies can be haddm:

Sri Yabaluri Raghavaiah Memorial Trust

H.No. 1-104/1, & No. 3, Bhavani Nagar Nacharam, Hyderabad - 500076
Phone: +91 - 40 - 27171383, 40155383 Website: wwwyabaluri.org
Email: syrmtrust@yahoo.com, syrmtrust@gmail.com
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