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TRIPLE STREAM

REPORTSOF COMMISSIONSON HIGHER EDUCATION
ACTION?

[.V. Chalapati Rao

Education system should not bean
academic lockstep. Asa result thereisa
progressive deterioration, the weaker
studentsdragging the better onestother leve
of mediocrity. Itisachallengetoteachersto
do justice to both of them. It is possible.
Recruitment of teachersisnot based on merit
and motivation. Quality assuranceremainsa
challenge for India. In addition to these
adversefactorsthereisincreasing political
interference. Moreover educational
institutions especially those of higher
education are caught up in the ebb of social
declineand cultural blindness, particularly
during the last three decades. Catherine
Clement, afriend of India, said"Indiahasno
culturepolicy”. Wefind ad hoc disnvestment
in education and squeeze on promotions. It
looksasthough educationisthelast charge
onthenational revenues.

Today abrilliant spotlight istrained
on higher education and sweeping changes
are being introduced in the interests of
improving thestandardsand semming therot.
It is a good sign. There is an attempt to
reengineer the processes by dismantling the
creaking systems. L et usconsider thelatest
proposals and reports along with the
recommendations of the previous
Commissions and Committees on higher
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education. Often, going back tothe pastisa
good step to go forward.

After independencethe Government
of Indig, ontheinitiative of our first Prime
Minister, appointed the Radhakrishnan
Commission 1947-48) cong sting of eminent
educationists, national and internationd, to
makeimprovements "to suit thepresent and
thefuturerequirementsof the country”. The
Commission redefined and vivifiedtheaims
and objects of University education and
meadevery ussful recommendationsof dl-time
applicability. Onewho readsthe Report will
not fail to recognize its practical nature.
Reports of the subsequent Commissions
offered afew moreuseful recommendations.
The Radhakrishnan Report even then stated
"our Universitiesmust bereleased fromthe
control of politics.". Dr. Zakir Hussain, the
former President of Indiasaid "Politicshasa
strong presencein education but very little
educationisfoundinpolitics." Itisan open
secret that the rumpus onthe campusestoday
isdueto politicization of education.

The report identified the goals of
education, prescribed thequdificationsof the
faculty, discussedtheir roleand explained the
paramount importance of their professional
development inthefieldsof teaching aswell
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asresearch. Timepassed. Muchwater flowed
downthebridges.

In 1968 Government thought it
necessary to appoint another Commission
under the Chairmanship of Dr. D.S. Kothari.
It was another prestigious Commission. Its
comment was "The present system of
education which was designed to meet the
needsof animperial administration set by a
feuda and traditional society will needradical
changes, if it is to meet the purposes of
modernizing a democratic and socialistic
society." In its Report appropriately titled
'Education and Nationa Development' it has
stated that the principal object of higher
educationis'to degpen man'sunderstanding
of the Universe, of himself, the body, mind
and spirit, to disseminate understanding
throughout society and apply itintheservice
of mankind'. It isvery good but what steps
had been taken by the Government?

TheKothari Commission, however,
wasgood enoughto say "Many of thethings
we say here have been aready said before,
notably by the University Education
Commission of 1948-49. Thereal need is
action" . Manifestly itisacomplaint that the
Government on account of its democratic
preoccupationsand itsown prioritiestook no
action to implement the previous
recommendations during thelong period of
sSxteenyears.

Thenwiththechangein Government
came the National Educational Policy
Document of 1986, which admits that the
recommendationsof theK othari Commission
wereincluded inthe 1968 policy but "did not
get trandated into a detailed strategy of
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implementation.” In other words, what was
lacking al dong wasimplementation.

The New Education Policy
Document containsan over view of thestatus
of education and pointerstothedirection of
future initiatives. Among other things, thenew
Education Policy commented: "A
preponderant mgority of studentsarecoming
out of the educational ingtitutions with very
littlecapacity of sdf-study, poor languageand
poor communication skills, ahighly limited
world view, with hardly any basic range of
socia and nationa responsibility”. " Teacher
training is not planned and organized to
develop the spirit of inquiry, initiative, and
linguistic skillsfor effective speaking and
learning". No action wastaken.

This Report is bold enough to
recommend 'delinking of degreesfromjobs,
adesperate remedy for adrastic malady!

Obvioudly, education is still at the
crossroads because of Government'slack of
action dueto resource constraints, resistance
toinstitutional change and aboveall lack of
political will. A notable observation of this
Committeewas that education suffered from
two evils-'Politicization of education’ and
‘Criminalization of palitics. Nowonder, today
we find the portals of higher education
becoming happy hunting grounds for self
serving politicianswho havedifferent axesto
grind.

When there was another changein
Government, 'Acharya Ramamurty
Committee wasagppointedin 1990 to present
itsown report. It wasasort of mid-course
review of the New Education Policy. The
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report made asignificant observation: ‘It has
been clearly within the perception of the
Committeethat much of what iscontainedin
its report has already been dealt with by
Commissions and Committeeswhich were
cdledupontogointoeducationa policy from
timeto timefrom the 19th century onward.”
Implementation was the only problem.
Thereforethe Ramamurty Committeedecided
to suggest " Possibledternative modalities of
implementation”. Wedid not hear about these
‘dternativemodalities afterwards.

As there was again a change of
Government, a minor Committee was
appointed under the Chairmanship of Sri N
JanardhanaReddy, Chief Minister.

TheNew Education Policy Document
of 1986 under 'the Role and Essence of
Education' stated that 'Education has a
cultura role. It should refine sengtivitiesand
perceptions that contribute to national
cohesion, a scientific temper and
independenceof mindand spirit'. .. In other
wordsvaueorientationisanindispensablepart
of education. Thishasbeen put on the back
burner under thewrongimpressionthat vaues
and secularism are mutually exclusive. The
recommendations of Wardha Education
Conferenceheld under the Chairmanship of
Gandhiji, Committee of Members of
Parliament on Nationd Policy on Education,
Sri Prakasa Committee (1959),
Sampoornananda Committee (1961) on
value oriented education were not
implemented. Asaresult of its neglect today
wefind rampant corruption and drastic decline
inethics,

Thus during these 66 years of
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independence, the country haswitnessed a
plethoraof Commissions and Committees
which have produced good reportswhich are
gathering dustinthelockersof the bureaucrats
inDelhi. Our educationisthusaclear case of
Niagaraof Reports and Saharaof action.

New winds are blowing acrossthe
corridors of higher education. The U.PA.
Government has set up National Knowledge
Commission under the Chairmanship of Sam
Pitroda. Itsmainrecommendationsare:

(1)Expansion (2)Excdlenceand (3)Inclusion

Apart fromradical overhauling of the
existing systemsit isproposed to start more
universities in the country and a Central
University ineach State. 1500 universitiesare
proposed nationwide to attain a gross
enrollment ratio of at least 15% by theend of
2015.

Thefollowing reformsare proposed:

— Anindependent Regulatory Authority for
Higher Education (IRHE)

— 50 National Universities to provide
education of the highest standard

— Reformof higher education

— Improvement of Research

— Restructuring under-graduate colleges/
cluster colleges, Autonomous colleges
(some of them to be made universities
adongwithl.l.Ts.

— Central Board of Undergraduate
Education

— Ensuring accessto al deserving students

It is now proposed by the
Government to overhaul the system of higher
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education root and branch by introducing
sweeping changes. One important policy
changeistoinviteforeign universitieseither
by way of collaboration with Indian
Universtiesor setting up their own campuses
with their own faculties. It isgood to open
our higher education to foreign content and
foreign players and the best brains of the
world. Itisagoodidea that competition
dimulatesquaity especidly intheareaof path-
breaking research which is the principal
weeknessof our universities. Thereisnothing
esoteric or sacrosanct about teaching and
research. In spite of the expected opposition
fromthevestedinterestsinuniversity circlesit
is absolutely necessary for professors to
accept externa scrutiny of both teaching and
research quality. Autonamy hasnothingto do
withit.

American professorsincluding Philip
G Altback, Director of the Centrefor Higher
Education, Boston College, USA expressed
their opinionthat foreign experts cannot help
India develop solutionsfor higher education
chdlenges Only thosefamiliar withthelndian
society can provide creative and specific
ideas Summit medting of IndianandAmerican
professors and expertson 13-10-2011 held
at the initiative of Obama and Manmohan
Singh did not produce any concreteresults.
SomeAmerican professorsfrankly stated that
their universities try for international
involvement only to raiserevenueand not out
of philanthropic motives.

However whiletrying thisexperiment
asapilot project, we should prevent bottom
feeders ditheringinto thecountry. Let ushope
that good universities (not fly by night
universties) will comeacceptingtheterms and
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conditionsgtipulated by theGovernment. Let
usbeoptimigtic. Therearetoo many eggsin
the basket, let usnot count the chicken before
theeggsare hatched.

Asall thepreviousreportson higher
education have stressed, nothing good can
comefrom any reforms until and unlesswe
pay top-priority attentionto our chief defects
(i) political interference and (ii) staff
recruitment. Decades ago the All India
University Vice Chancellors Conference
respectfully suggested to the government to
introduce a bill in the parliament with the
consent of al the political partiestoleavethe
universitiesaloneand not to interferein their
functioning. Political realities and ethical
principles are often seen as strange bed
fellows. Studentsare being programmed by
outsderstofitintothe wrong kind of society.
Sinceour membersof Parliament resolved on
the cel ebratory occas on of completion of sixty
years by the Parliament to enhance
Government's accountability and to
rededicate themselves to nation building, let
ushope somethingwill bedoneinthismetter.

The New Education Policy
Document (1986) strongly recommended the
congtitution of a National Recruitment
Committee at the centrefor appointment of
Vice Chancellors and faculty members of
Universitiesto avoid in-breeding and other
evils TheKothari Commisson recommended
the revival of I.E.S (Indian Educational
Service) which existed before 1947 toreplace
theexistingl.A.Sfor management of education
because educationd enterprisediffersin some
crucial ways from other types of
administration. Infact, Justice Chagla, the
former Union Minister for Educationsncerdy
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tried toimplement thisreform but hisefforts
were torpedoed by vested interests. These
two recommendations  deserve
implementation.

U.GC. Academic Staff Collegesare
doing good work. Many universitieshave
been managing them only by appointing in-
charge Directorswho haveto do other work.
They arenot ableto pay undivided attention.

Staff development deserves top priority
attention.

Republics to be long lived should
invest in education. Let us hope the
Government will take a holistic view and
carefully consder therecommendationsof all
the Commissions, past and present, and take
actiontowardstheir implementationinstead
of rushing through piecemed reforms.

*k*

| LIVE WITH AN END
Dr. P. Satyanarayana*

| consumed milletinmy penury
Having nothing elsetolay hands on
| tasted salt and tamarind soup
Cdling themthe dixir cherished

| drank cream lessbutter-milk
Inavainattempt tofill thebelly

How tasty werethe dishesal!
Asthetastebudscraved all thetime
To prove my omnivorousnature!!

Now | remain diet- bound
With ground millet boiled into apaste
They stalled the salt and sour drink
Banned the butter and fatty milk!

* Poet, Kazipet

| pine for tastes sansteeth

Once my tastebuds haveblowninto flowers
'Enoughisenough!’ They say

Itistimefor meto abandon taste!

Lest | should wakeup

The demons, nymphs of limbs

Whore bent upon tortureintheir name!

The sugar deposits inme

Like black marketsgalore

Throw me at the disposal of Law
For the punishment for my gluttony!

Yonder, | lived for endearing parents

Eating sparingly to savefood for thewards
Now, | livefor my easy 'end' andl timevictory
To please my erstwhile dependents,

Busy beesof thebeehive "Young'!!

*k*

Manisatiny boat in atempest raised in one moment on the foaming crest of a billow
and dashed down into a yawning chasm next rolled to and fro at the mercy of his own
good and bad actions, a powerless, hapless wreck on an ever-razing, ever-rushing
uncompromising cause and effect, a little moth placed under the wheel of causation
whichrollson crushing everything onitsway and waitsnot for thewidow'stearsor the
orphan’scry.

Vivekananda, Parliament of Religions, 1893, Chicago
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ORATORY

Those who would make us feel, must feel themsel ves.

It was said of Gladstone that no
orator ever drew more fromthemoral sphere
to quicken the political conscience of his
countrymen. Fox, with whom he had
constantly to cross swords in debate, was
great only inreply, when hisfeelingswere
roused by the heat of battle. But Gladstone
wasasanimated in un-contentiousexpositions
as in the thick of parliamentary strife
surcharged with controversial passion. He
realised that, unlike great poems, great
speeches cannot be made except in an age
and placewherethey areunderstood and felt;
and"thework of theorator iscastinthemould
offered him by themind of hishearers.”

Oratory demandsenthusiasm, which
cangpring only inan earnest soul; and neither
beauty of composition nor graceful delivery
can compensate for want of passion. To be
abletointerest peoplewithout tiringthemisa
primetest of oratory. Itisagift that may draw
vauablead from such natura advantagesas
anoblefigure, handsome countenance, and
pleasant voice. But there has been no lack of
eminent oratorsof ungainly mienat any time.
Few have equalled Sir Robert Ped in skilful
management of the House of Commons, but
he often assumed very undignified postures,
standing with hishandsbehind hiscoat tails,

* Courtesy: SIDELIGHTS (Articles by Khasa
Subba Rao, the famous editor of SWANTRA.
Hewrote under the Pen name SAKA)
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Churchill

or thumbs buried in the pockets of his
wali stcoat, and threw oneleg over the other
inattitudesof nonchaance. Thecomposition
of hisspeecheswas slovenly and they were
noted for thedisorder of their contents. Oliver
Cromwell was one of the most influential
speakersof hisday, but herarely woreclean
linenand hisvoicewas"harshand untunesbl €'

Theindispensablerequisiteof oratory
isamind well stored with knowledge and
information, sound reasoning, wit and humaur,
vehemence, fire, andimaginativeinsight all
conduceto enhancethe power of eloquence,
but the same speakersare not ableto make
thesameimpressioninal places, nor secure
the same effect at all times. The pinnacle of
triumphinoratory isreached when aspeaker
isableto magnetise hishearersinto thinking
ashethinks, and feeling ashefeels. When
Sheridan had concluded hisfamous speech
inParliament onthe"Begum Charge’, sogreat
was the excitement caused by it that the
Minister concerned besought the Houseto
adjournthedecison of thequestion, "asbeing
incapacitated from forming ajust judgment
under the influence of such powerful
eloquence.”

It is clear that there is a rivalry
between the orator and the occasion, and the
dazzling effect of themoment doesnot aways
endurethrough later cool reflection. For the
permanent consolidation of theinfluence of
oratory, the scopefor theexercise of counter-
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acting judgment for undoing itseffectsmust
be reduced to a minimum. High character
aone can accomplish such afeat. Eloquence,
according to Emerson, is"the best speech of
thebest souls'.

Theworld movesin continua cycles
of action and reaction, and the homage paid
to speakersisfollowed by testsin the course
of whichthereisunrelenting research asto
what extent precept and exampletally. When
thereisnowidegulf betweenthetwo, further
speeches are listened to with increased
respect. But nobody takes serioudy thewords
of those who are known themselves not to
believe genuinely what they speak; and
eventud inconse-quenceistheingloriousfate
even of ableand talented speakerswhenthey
stand divested of thevirtue of Sincerity before
adisllusonedpublic.

The power of wordstranscendsthe
skill withwhichthey areused, and differswith
the differences in weight attached to the
charactersof their authors. A supremeexample
of the magic influence of personality in
enhancing the effect of speech is that of
Gandhiji. Hehasnoneof thegracesof bearing
that adorn the reputed orators of our time.
There are many that are his betters in
intellectual vigour and debating ability. But
whereheexcdsisintheimpression of perfect
correspondence he is able to produce
between conviction and exposition, withno
velled marginsfor theplay of motivesthat do
not bear scrutiny. The only technique he
employs is that of resorting to a clean
confessionto dissolvetheafter-effectsof error
andfdlacy. Hehasnever shrunk frompublicly
saying disagreeabl e things about himself or
others; andinthevery processof discarding
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popularity, comesto beadmiredfor hisfaculty
of courageousavowal. Even hisopponents
havelearnedto swear by hisintegrity. Hereis
amean, they dl fed, whomay beright or wrong,
but thereisnoimposturein him. Heislistened
to everywherewith rapt attention. Vast crowds
observe pin-drop silence when he speaks.
Thevoiceof skepticismishushed.

Inthemereart of speakingthereare
several that surpass Gandhiji. Sir S.
Radhakrishnan, for example, ishard to beat
for sheer rapidity of utterance and the
consummateness of his evolutions and
involutions of thought. But he leaves his
hearersgiddy at the flow of so much speed.
They admire hisaptitudes prodigioudly, but
view their exhibition as though it were a
phenomenon of nature, and passon minding
their own business. TheRt. Hon'ble Srinivasa
Sastri haswonworldwidelaurelsfor "slver-
tongued" oratory, but hisspeechesaremodels
of ingenuity rather than el oquence. Thereis
less power than subtlety inthem. Hehasthe
gift of holding the attention of an audience
without tiring it, but hehasaningratiating way,
asthough hewere about to disclose profound
wisdom, which however seldomfailsto end
insomelugubriouslament. Dr. C. R. Reddi is
apolished speaker whomitisever adelight
to hear, but theworth of hiswordsissubjected
to seriousdiscount by apublic unabletoforget
how facilely his great talents have been
transferred from one camp to another, inthe
serviceof sandpointseach conflictingwiththe
other.

It wasthed oquenceof agmplemonk
that originated the Crusades. Mirabeau
destroyed the French monarchy with the
power of histongue. The'Russian Revolution
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waswrought by Leninwith no other weapons
except thewordsthat poured out of hisfiery
convictions.

O'Connell roused the nationa spirit
of Ireland and won the sympathies of his
countrymen, virtua ly becoming their dictator,
mainly with the power of hisoratory. From

thelivesof dl that haveswayed vast multitudes,
itisclear that integrity wasthe secret of their
greatness. Othersbelieved in them because
they believed in themselves and what they
preached. Speech without conviction may
pass for atime, but it can never become a
vehicdefor enduringinfluence.

*k*

THE TITANIC DISASTER, ITS HEROIC COMMANDER AND
GALLANT CREW

Inthis world of short memories the
TitanicDisagteris remembered after hundred
years not only asatragedy of unparalleled
magnitude involving the death of 1500
persons but also as ahistoricinstance of
theheroism and sacrificeof its commander
E.J. Smith and its disciplined crew. The
survivors accountsconfirmthis.

The survivors agreethat captain Smith
acted most heroicdly totheend. Heordered
that only women and children should get into
thelife boats. He showed hisrevolver to
prevent men from getting into the boats.
Several were felled before order was
restored. Asthe boat was about to leavethe
ship, amantried to enter it. Hewas shot in
the bodly.

Just before Captain Smithwas washed

off his feet hemegaphoned to thecrowd to
"BeBritish". Later hewasseen helping the
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strugglersinthewaters and other officers,
and the membersinthecrew nobly seconded
hisexample.

A Canadian sculptor, named
Cheveret, declared that there wasabsolutely
no cowardice ontheTitanic, "l takeoff my
hat to the English seamen who went down
withtheir ship." Those manning their boats
werethemogt difficulttoforceintotheboats.

Afeatureof Titanic disasteristhat a
number of rich personsweredrownedwhile,
al the poor women and children were saved.
Themillionaires MessersWidener and Harris
died bravely after putting their wivesinto
boats. Mr. Isdor Strausand hiswife perished
together, thewife successfully ressting being
parted from her husband.

Based on the Report in'theHindu'
dated 15-5-2012
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MAHAMAHOPADH YAYA
PROF. K SATCHIDANANDA MURTY

M.V. Krishnayya*

The Realm of Between: Thisisthe
titleof one of Padmavibhushan, Professor K.
SatchidanandaMurty'sbookson the history
of Indianrdligions. The"Redm of Between"
(sandhya sthana) is the twilight state of
existencewhereliving human beings possess
quaitiesthat are haf-human and haf-divine.
On 24 January 2011, Mahamahopadhyaya
SatchidanandaMurty expired, marking aday
of sadnessfor hisfamily, sudents, colleagues
andfriendsbut sgnifying for Professor Murty
himself a journey beyond the in-between
world. By al who consider Murty atrue
successor to Dr. Sarvepdli Radhakrishnan, he
will be deeply missed.

Prof. SatchidanandaMurty wasborn
on 25 September 1924, into a humble yet
enlightened agrarian family in Sangam
Jagarlamundi of Guntur District. Hisfamily
was not obsessed with material wealth.
" Accumulation of money for itsown sakeand
investingitinany other way than buying gold
and morelandwasunusud for them," heonce
said. Hewastrainedin Indiantraditionsand
Sanskrit by hisparents, and later recelved his
Ph.D. from AndhraUniversity in 1956. He
marriedin 1942.From 1949to 1984 hetaught
at Andhra University. He was head of the
Philosophy Department in 1954 and later
served as Chairman of the Faculty of Arts.

HisfocuswasonAdvaitaVedantaand

* Retd. Professor of Philosophy, AndhraUniversity,
Visakhapatnam.
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he aways mentioned that Indian philosophy
isopenand accessibletoall. Onecansee Sri
Ramanujacharya's influence, the great
philosopher who announced from thewalls
of the Sri Ranganatha Temple the salvific
mantrafor the benefit of all. Of continuing
concern to Professor Murty were four
philosophical goals: 1. To lead to an
awarenessof "That" or "Suchness' whichis
inaccessi bleto common senseandilluminates
the meaning of existence; 2. To suggest
modificationsand reformulations- or even
abandonment and substitution - of our ideas,
beliefsand values, after subjectingthemto
judgment and appraisa; 3. Togiverisetothe
perception of the" Sameness," or theview that
all othersarelikeoneself; and 4. Toleadto
anintegration of rationdity and fedling, belief
and behavior, inindividua and collectivelife.

Among hismost important booksare
Evolution of Philosophy in India: A Brief
Sketch (1952); Studiesin the Problems of
Peace (withA.C. Bouquet 1960); Revelation
and Reason in Advaita Vedanta (1954);
Metaphysics, Man, and Freedom (1963);
Indian Foreign Policy (1964); Thelndian Spirit
(1965); Readingsin Indian History, Poalitics,
and Philosophy (1967); Nagarjuna(1971);
Current Trendsin Indian Philosophy (1972);
The Ream of Between (1973); Far Eastern
Philosophies (1976); Indian Philosophy since
1498 (1982); and Philosophy in India(1986).
Of his work R. C. Zaehner, Spalding
Professor of Eastern Religions at Oxford
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University, once said, "What an immense
ground you manageto cover."

In his professional life, Professor
Murty served as chairman of the Indian
Philosophical Congressfor thirteenyears, and
during that time he won the praise of
colleaguesaround theworldfor hispioneering
efforts to bring more attention to Indian
philosophy. Hisleadership stylewasbold and
imagindive, and hewasknownfor hishonesty
and integrity and for his ability to resolve
conflicts. Hewasingrumentd ininaugurating
thelndian Council of Philosophica Research
inNew Delhi. Prof. Murty served asVice-
Chairman of the University Grants
Commission, and spearheaded the effortsto
create academic study departments such as
Women's Studies, SAARC Centre's, and
Centre'sfor Scientific Humanism. Helectured
around theworld, from the UK to the USA
tothe USSR, and China, and was acclaimed
asoneof theleading expertsinIndian culture
andcivilizetions

Professor Murty never minced words.
He promoted the standing of University
Professors, contending that academic staff
should receive salaries equivaent to IAS
officers. Hewasdismayed at theincreasing
commercialization of education with its
emphasison technical training and money-
making but at the same time he called on
philosophers to make their work more
relevant to current problems. Healwayssaid
to those around him that professors bore a
great respong bility tother ingditutions. "This
isnot your money," hewould say, "itisal the
university's.” It was in his notion of
sewardship that Professor Murty most clearly
exemplified the values associated with
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MahatmaGandhi.

Hefoundfault withauniversty sysem
that emphasized merely the production of
doctora dissertations. "Theresultismerely a
descriptive and expository work embodied
in'potboiling' the contents of some books."
Hecaled on studentsto read widdy and think
deeply, and to avoid simply re-hashing the
sameideasover and over again.

Theawardsand accol ades showered
on him were many; to name afew are the
B.C.Roy Award, Award for Life Time
Achievement from the Indian Council for
Philosophica Research, PadmaBhushan, and
Padma Vibhushan and honorary Doctorates
fromseverd Indian and foreign universities.
Though he was the first and only one to
receive so many honors after Professor
Sarvepdli, heaccepted themwith humility and
grace. Remembering St Augustine'scaution,
he never forgot that glory was ultimately
ephemeral. That wasmy mentor, Prof. K.S.

Murty.

To recall Professor Satchidananda
Murty isto bereminded of Lord Ramawho
wastold at themoment of hiscoronation that
hewould be exiled to theforest for fourteen
years. Rama exemplified the idea of
equanimity in good and bad times. To be
unruffled in happinessand sorrow: thiswas
Professor Murty'sway also. Hewasatrue
Avadhuta- onewho has attained the highest
stateof Advaita

Prof. K Satchidananda Murty was
on the Advisory Council of our 83 years
old TRIVENI for several decades till his
demisein 2011.

Chief Editor
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IMPORTANCE OF NATIVISM
ININDIAN ENGLISH POETRY

Dr. V.V.B. Rama Rao*

Location and Time specificitiesare
basic to literary artifacts. Any literatureis
produced in ageographiclocation and at a
particular point or period of Time. Theepithets
parochid, locd, regiona and nationa connote
and limit geographic extensiveness. Thetime
in which a literary work is composed is
extremely relevant for theunderstanding and
appreciation of thetext. The Ramayanaand
theMahabharataaredifficult tobeassigned a
pointed datein thetimeframe. Even so, all
epics, no matter the languagein which they
are composed, have a time and space
specificity intheir conception and execution.

The Hindu (you can say Indic to
exclude religious connotation) ethos
permeatesthese epicsand what ismore, the
two very clearly show the shift in certain
behavioura patterns. Shiftsnotwithstanding,
thereare certain eterna valuesderived from
the matrix of national ethos. Nativismisa
concept that is derived from this broad
concept of nationalism, whichisthe sense of
bel onging of aperson to aoutlandishness.

Literature at its highest and most
inclusivegoesbeyond theparochid, locd and
regional interests. Nativism in literary
masterpiecesreflectstheva ue system of the
times and of the personae. It is the most

* Retd. Principal, ELT Specialist, awriter, trandator,
poet, hagiographer and literary critic, Noida,
Dehi

TRIVENI

important aspect in terms of behavioural
patterns cherished by the characters. Time
does change, but the personae belonging to
different timesclingtothebasic ethos: thisis
thecentrd point of Nativism. Nativisnisone
of the principles, whichisby no meansnew.
Asaconcept it hascometo draw the attention
of our litterateursto be placed topmost on
our literary agenda, creative preoccupations
andingghtful priorities.

A broad understanding of theessence
of the concept of Nativism helps us to
appreciate the necessity tolook into our texts
afreshtoevauateour cregtivewritersafresh.

Nativism is related to the broad
concept of Nationalism, and assaid earlier,
does not refer to aberrant narrow
parochialism, or self-seeking regionalism or
short-sighted localism. It has cometo bea
literary category inIndian literary aesthetics.
Theemergenceof thisprincipleasaconcept
isapart of large-hearted and open-minded
rationalism. The reading of a few of the
statementsculled fromitsexponents-—-mainly,
BhalachandraNemade, the Marathi writer,
anditsexplicatorslike GN. Devy, Makarand
Paranjpe, Anand Patil and Rgjee Sethwould
be adequateto appreciate so far declared but
premisesof Nativism.

1. The native principle is fundamental to
literature.
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Nativism would recognize the
uniqueness of the works of different
regions.

Nativismis a response of the people to
the past and also to the future. It isthe
lift style of a whole group, of past and
future society's collective power of
reflection and emotion as expressed
through nativism.

The concept of nativism demands that
we should refuse to receive standards
other than those we have evolved
ourselves. | think we Indians, being
membersof the oldest living civilization
in the world, are the most eligible to
establish the native principle as an
essential and fundamental requisite of
human existence.
Nativismmeansreturntotheroots. This
is the call of the self-awareness of a

country that remained a colony for long
time...
6. We need the grand narratives of
emanci pation and enlightenment which
would be known as distinctly Indian
master narratives. One way of thisisto
devel op a new indigenous aesthetics of
fiction.
7. Indian literary critics today are faced
with a surfeit of intellectual choices.

The idea of Nativism is rather an
attitude, a movement or an outlook. It is

difficult to extract adefinite set of evaluative

criteriafor it, but it helps situateawork in

such amanner that itscultural affiliationsare

reveded. Thusnativism emphaszesthelocus
of awork and enablesthe critic to place it
vis-avisaparticular country or society.

*k*

A YOUTH OF LABOUR
K.V.V. Subrahmanyam*

A youth of labour with an age of ease
When one can't be nonstop busy asbees

Whentriesto shield against many adisease,

Andtry tolivein serenequiet and peace.

Many of these are easier said than done
Lifeisnot al rosesal theway and fun
Oftit'slikethetrigger point of agun

Likethegameof dice, it can beall or none.

Every mornteachesto takesmooth and rough

Learntotake pathsweird,

unfriended and tough

Notingit takesall sortsto makethe stuff
At onestage say ‘enoughisenough;

Religionandtheidiot box areall inthegame
Timeconsuming modesal thesame

Mull over achieverswith celebrity name
Etchedfor longinthehal of fame.

* |.PS(Retd.), Former Secretary, Home Dept. Govt.

of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
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Thuswe grasp there'sneither friend or foe
Life'squerieshaveneither yesnor no
For it'sanonstop review of show

For nothing can bedoneinonego.
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THE REDRESSOF LIFE:
MEENAALEXANDER'SNAMPALLY ROAD

Dr. Y. Somalatha*

But thereisadiscomfortintheinner life
| had not bargained for-----

MeenaAlexander(1951) isprimarily
apoet with eight volumes of poetry to her
credit. Her two novelswere published in gap
of six years. Her first novel Nampally
Road(1991) is set in Hyderabad, India. It
renders the struggle of ayoung woman to
becomeacresativewriter. Her second novel
Manhattan Music(1997) moves between
India and New York, USA. Alexander's
attemptsat writing fiction seemto berandom
compared to her congstency inwriting poetry.

MeenaAlexander's Nampally Road
sounds so regional and very near to those
who know Hyderabad intimately. But this
should not prompt usto consider it local and
of littlevalue. Theepigraph, aheavily loaded
rhetorical question, "If fireislitinwater, who
can extinguish?" iscertainly ominous, staring
at thereader fromthe blank page. Turnthe
page and moveintothenove tofindawhole
path of inextinguishablefireof impersonal
hatred, anger and absoluteinjustice. All this
reflectsthe socio-palitical turmoil duringthe
period of Emergency in the late 1970s. It
could be a historical novel dealing with a
particular phaseinthehistory of Independent
India. 1t could beapolitical nove portraying

* Head, Department of English, AndhraUniversity
Campus, Kakinada
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In Kochi by the sea

shameful oppressionand corroding corruption
eating into the very foundations of Indian
democracy. But for thewriter of the present
paper, its scope is al- encompassing. Its
substanceis made of human bondage.

Thenovel operatesat twolevels. the
persona and theimpersond. But moreoften
than not, it uses the technique of narration
whichfusesthetwo. Theprotagonist, Mira,
is a thin, unnoticeable, yet educated,
accomplished and thoughtful young lady of
twenty five. She is knotted in a tender
relationshipwith Ramu, asocid activist. She
isdrawninto hisdreams but not at al certain
of realizing them eveninthedistant future.
Being a direct witness to fraudulence and
cruelty of power mongers, her vision of new
Indiaisvery bleak.

At the beginning of thenovel, sheis
yet to realize the depth of human suffering
caused by man's blood-seeking thirst for
wealth and power. Shetakesaconsiderably
long, insufferablejourney throughlifetoarrive
at anunderstanding of theneed for caringand
sharing. Mere fleeting good Samaritan
thoughtswould help none, including onesdlf.
Intheinitial stages, her many responsesto
variousstuationsaresuperficid. Sheponders
aflick of asecond about the pain caused to
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peoplearound her. Her sympathy for orange
sellers' peaceful march marred by violent
crackdown by policeisonesuch. Sometimes,
sherevealsastreak of cowardice asin the
case of watching the boy with broken skull
and hisbrain, bloody and infested with
worms.

A graduate from Nottingham,
England, on her return shetakesup teaching
literaturein acollegewhichispart of Central
University, Hyderabad. Shecomesunder the
influence of two people, oneisRamu andthe
other is Durgabai, a devout doctor. In her
intimacy with thesetwo, her perspectiveabout
liferadically transforms. Sheunderstandslife
isinsgparablefrom suffering. Thenovd isal
about thegrowth of Mira intorecognizingthe
onenessof suffering humanity.

Staying inresdence with Durgabai,
whom shecalls'Little Mother' Miragrows
fond of her. Her simplicity, dedication to
work, deep socia awarenessand her smple
dreamsfor others, influence Mirasthought
process. For Little Mother with thebirth of
every childinher clinic"anew Indiaisbeing
born." After treating rapevictims, shewould
say: "Thenyou haveto build-up thewoman's
spirit so the shamedoesn't last”. Mirasays
"shewanted to show melife. Asateacher of
literature, though Mira longs to create
somethingof her own, every timeher attempts
towriteare hampered, she saysdesperately,
"I could not figure out aline or theme for
myself". Further shehasno belief that her
writing might makeadifferencetotheworld.
Writingisan activity which calsfor clarity of
perceptionand ordering of vison. Atthispoint
of time, for her, pastisnothing but "amotley
collection of events'. She has not yet
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assimilated her past and hencefailstobring
order to her past.

Ramu considersher attemptstowrite
inconsequential. For him writing iseither
vacant madness or the luxury of bourgeois
privacy. Despite his disparaging remarks
about creativewriting, something vague stirs
in her to pen down her thoughtsand fedlings.
Her longtime londiness oftendemandeda
mood of relief inwriting. Yet she could not
sudanitforwantof indghtintothingsaround
her or herself. Neither her inward journey
intosdf nor her outward journey intotheworld
isrewarding enough to make her awriter.

In her student daysin England, she
hadindulged hersdf in actsof defiance- eating
with her left hand, drinking, smokingtill the
throat hurts, going out with adifferent male
each time etc. Likewise, she perceives
creativewriting asan act of socio-political
defiance. We are reminded of the Jewish
Americanwriter, Saul Bellow, whointerprets
the barking of a dog 'as the dog's protest
against thelimitsof 'dog experience. Mirds
defiance, devoid of aproper medium may be
likethat of Bellow'sdog without linguistic
ill.

Mirasremark, "inany casemy mind
had grown stranger. | could live my life"
reved sasenseof apathy rather than sengitivity
whichistheprerogative of awriter.. Shehas
Wordsworth as her model. While for
Wordsworth memory ispivotal, Miracould
not draw much from her memory and thus
fallsshort of establishing continuity withthe
past. Wordsworth could understand
auffering. Sheismerely awitnessto suffering.
Hehad anintense desireto write that could
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not let itself freetill hewrote. For her, writing
isnot asystemic desire, but an escapefrom
loneliness. Hence, notwithstanding her
desperation to hold them together, wordsand
linescollapse.

Miraattributesher failluretowriteto
theturbulent times of Postcolonial Indiain
whichshelives. Sheisyet to understand that
every generation hashad itsown turbulence
andwriters with inner compulsionand did
write despite everything. Wordsworth, her
model, did not escape the brewing violence
of histime, the French Revolution.

Mira imaginesRamu and hersdlf as
two branchesof thegreat peepal tree. The
tendernessshefedsfor himitsalf isaprelude
toaspecia kind of art. Here shebeginsher
journey towardsbecoming asensitivehuman
individud.

The central episode in the novel
sensitizes her towards suffering. A young
woman, Rameeza, wasdragged into police
dation by drunken policemenandwasbrutaly
gangraped. Mirasvidgttotheprisonthrough
ahuge crowd of hoarse-shouting men and
womenisanexperienceinitsdlf. Her touching
theforehead of Rameeza, drenched in blood
and mud, isan act of sympathy, support and
solidarity. Mirawonderswhether thereisany
spaceleft for justicein the chaotic, ruthless
world whichmakesno senseat all.

The next day she lectures to her
students in monotone "mouthing unreal
words'. Shefeelsthat theworld of redlity is
more pal pableand searing into the bonesthan
the world of words. So far groping for
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outward connectionsinwords, linesof verse,
and language in general, she hasfailed to
internalize her external experiences. The
journey ahead isarduous.

Later, attendingto LittleMotherinher
sick bed, she seesavital connection of all
human life through suffering. Sensing the
melanchaolicdispostionof Mira, LittleMother
camsher by recounting her ownlife. Mira
redlizesthat understanding pain and suffering
"would help usal moveforward" . By now
Mira has established empathy with human
uffering.

Thesight of aworking classwoman
in a red saree lonely, proud and fearless
traveling inan open speeding truck givesher
not only theimage of the new womanyet to
shape, but aso the idea of human dignity
despiteinevitablesuffering. Atthispoint
of her transformation the bitterness of truth
doesnot matter at al. Itisnolonger hardto
bear. She hasamost arrived at being a
writer withtruevisonof life. Sheunderstands
writingdoesnot mean factua descriptions
and lyrical notations. Sheabandonsthepile
of notebooks containing her immature and
irrdlevant writings.

Towardsthe end of thenovel, Mira
attendsapolitical show-biz, acardboard city
built to cel ebratethe Chief Minister'sbirth day
and achievements. Shefedsenraged. Alittle
later finding ahappy family passing by, she
could not help her acheand loneliness, "I felt
thrust out, evicted fromjoy". Righteousanger
andlonelinessrespectively will igniteand give
her scopeto mould hersdlf into ameaningful
writer.
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On her return she finds Rameeza
waitingfor her. They st closetoeach otherin
unfathomable companionship. Mira
recognizesher own opennesssteppingintothe
world of the dispossessed.

Mira, in courseof timemight trangport
thisdl-indusvevidon of theworldintoawork
of at. Will shebeabletofind her truevocation
inart?

***

THROW AWAY THE WEARINESS

U. Atreya Sarma*
(Original composition in Telugu by Dr C Narayana Reddy, Jnanapith Awar dee)

Whenwecouldn't writewhat weshouldhave  Would never stopinitscourse

When we couldn't do what we should have
Whenwe couldn't climb the steps
wewanted to

Whenwecouldn't explore

the depthswe proposed to -

Weget weary.

Bewhat it may, that ennui shouldn't lead to
The abandonment of thetask undertaken;

It should bejust momentary, likeasigh.

Thebreath that istakenin thereafter
If it passes straight with no knots
Anyonewould then move ahead
Withreinvigorated resolve

To achievethe contemplated goals.

Theperennid river flowing
Ever sincethebeginning of time

*Editor, Muse India, a literary e-journal,
Secunderabad

Onapleaof fatigue.
Whenit makesturns
There could be some changeinits pace.

Thewind may, now and then,

Sow downabitinitsmotion.

It meansnot, however,

That itsnature of diffusion has paralysed.

Sometimeseventhechair wesiton
Getstired

And requestsusto shift our posture.

Butit doesn't mean

That it hasdisobeyed us.

Wel| beforetheennui turnsinto resgnation
Every progressivewishestowelcome

A freshawakening.

(Theoriginal title'Visugunu Visirey' isfrom
pp 33-34 of Dr C Narayana Reddy's
collection of latest poems, Naa Choopu
Repati Vaipu, July 2011)

*k*

Whatever the mind of man will conceive and believe, the mind of man will achieve
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Napoleon Hill in'The Law of Success
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA:
A POET OF PROFOUND WI|SDOM

A. Meenakshi*

Most of the people are surprised to
think about Swami Vivekanandaas a poet,
asheisgenerally known asaphilosopher, a
saint, apatriot, asinger and ahumanitarian.
He is a versatile poetic genius and a
magnanimouspersondity. Withintheshort life,
hewrote poetry not only inEnglishbut alsoin
Bengali, Sanskrit and Hindi. Asrightly said
by Radhika Nagrath in her book Swami
Vivekananda The Known Philosopher The
Unknown Poet, "hislifeitsef wasasublime
poem of profound rhythm, expressing its
creative energiesinthe most surprising and
origind manner”

As Charu Chandra Mishra says, to
know Vivekananda from his eloquent
speechesistoknow himonly asmal measure
of histruepower and greatness. Vivekananda,
the man of theworld, theloving master, the
affectionate brother and the desperate seeker
of Truth comes out more profoundly in his
poetic utterances. Vivekananda, who was
recognized by his great master Sri
Ramakrishnaasablazing sun of knowledge
and a thousand petalled |otus, poured his
profound wisdomin hisrare poetry.

Vivekananda's greatest emphasisison
the essence of Upanishads, which are the
spiritual discoursesof theancient Rishiesand
their disciples. To him, the Upanishadswere

* Lecturer in English, Pingle Government Degree
College(W), Warangal

TRIVENI

the highest form of poetic expression. Like
the seersof the Upanishads, heexpressed his
spiritud intuitioninthelanguage of poetry.

Vivekanandafeel sthe presence of God
everywhere in his poem Epistles as it is
described in Isavasya Upanishad. This
Upanishad says |savasyam idam sarvam,
which means everything in this world is
covered by God:

When innocent children laugh and play
| see Thee standing by

When holy friendship shakes the hand,
He stands between them too;

We can find Vivekananda's
knowledge of truth and hisview of harmony
of all religions in his poem Epistles. In
Rigveda, it issaid Ekamsat Vipra Bahudha
vadanti, which means God is one and the
wisemen (scholars) called himwith different
names. The same idea is reflected in the
folowinglines

Thou wert my God with prophets old,
All creeds do come from Theeg;

The Vedas, Bible and Koran bold,
Sng Theein harmony.

Such knowledge of spiritual truth
holdsamessagefor the present day narrow
minded religious preachers and fanatics of
variousrdigions. Vivekananda'smessagein
thiscontext emphasizesthe salf illuminating

aspect of religion.
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Thefollowinglinesof hispoem To The
Awakened India, remind us of the great
utterance of Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
Aham Brahmasmi,which means | am the
Brahman. Thisalso supportsthe Advaitha
philosophy(Monism) of Sankaracharya,
where God and Man are one and the same.

Thisworld'sa dream

Though true it may seem

And only Truth isHetheliving!
Thereal meisnone but He".

According to Hindu scripturessuch as
the Upanishads and the Gita, man isbound
by the Action(karma) he performs, reaping
positive or negativeresult in accordanceto
hiskarma. Thisideaisexpressedinhispoem
The Song of the Sannyasin. In the same poem
hewrotethat manisneither body nor mind,
but the Atman(self/soul),whichisfreefrom
al. Thisremindsusof thegreat utterance of
Chandogya Upanishad Tat tvamasi, which
means"you arethat infinite one and not this
mortal body". Furthermorehe says:

Who sows must reap', they say and cause
must bring

The sure effect; good, good; bad, bad; and
none

Escape the law. But who so wears a form
Must wear the chain. Too true, but far
beyond

Both name and formis Atman, ever free.
Know thou art That, sannyasin bold! Say
Omtat sat Om!

Vivekanandafulfilled the purpose of
poetry which isfor the good of the world,
visvasreyah kavyam. |n the poem The Song
of the Sannyasin, he says that the saint

TRIVENI

should neither care pleasure nor pain but
should help humanity inrealizing Truth. The
themeof thispoemisfreedom of thesdf from
all theattachmentsof theworld. Itisattained
by searching for the Absolute within and
without. Hisimmediatecall isfor thefreedom
from the sensual world and the search of the
Absolute.

Wefind tracesof raretouch of poetic
sensibility in hispoems such asMy play is
Done. Like Keats, he sees through the
outward show of pomp and gaiety of thislife
andwrites,

Wherelifeisaliving death, alas! And death
who knows but it is

Another start, another round of this old
wheel of grief and bliss?

Where children dream bright, golden
dreams, too soon to find them dust,

And aye look back to hope long lost and
life a mass of rust.

Heconsdershiswork inthisworldis
doneand prays God, Mother:

My play is done, O mother,
Break my chains and make me free!

Vivekanandaisaliving light of Indian
spirituality. He considered spiritudity asthe
backbone of India Indiannessiscoreof his
poetry. Brahmachari Amal writes that
Vivekanandawasaspiritua giant who roused
up sleeping Indiaand began the process of
her growth and regeneration. Wecan seehis
clarion call to the present generationinthe
following lines of To the Awakened India.

Awake, arise and dream no morel

Be bold, and face
The Truth! Be onewithit!
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In the poem A Benediction,
Vivekananda wishes his disciple Sister
Niveditato bethefriend of thefuturecitizen
of Indiawith acharacter of strongwill.

The mother”s heart, the hero s will ...
Be thou to India’s future son
The mistress, servant, friend in one.

Though a great patriotic fervor
abounds in Vivekananda, as a saint and
liberated soul, he singsthe freedom of each
and every land. His poem To the Fourth of
July written in the anniversary of American
Declaration of Independencein 1898 reveds
hisphilanthropic and cosmopolitanlove. He
prays God selflessly for the blessing of
freedomandjoy all over theworldfor every
man and womaninthefollowinglines.

Move on, O Lord, in thy resistless path!
Till thy high noon over spreads the world,
Till men and women, with uplifted head,
Behold their shackles broken, and

know, in springing joy their life renewed!
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The significance of Vivekananda's
poetry liesinitsrelevanceto hisownaswell
asour times. Ashewasthefina answver from
theEast totherdligiousand culturd chalenges
of theWest, thereisalot of influenceof his
cultural values and moral philosophy on
people. He made it possible for Indiansto
takethe best from thewest, without giving up
thespiritua heritageof India. Hislifewhich
he holdsout for the harmony of easternand
westernworldsglorifying thefreedom, equdity
and dignity of human beingsinvitesafresh
reading of hispoetry.

Vivekanandais atrue poet when we
see him with the Vedic conception of poet.
According to Vedas, kavayah
satyadrastarah, a poet is a seer of Truth’
and a master of himself. As Blanche
Partington, a young woman from the San
Francisco chronicleoncewrotein aletter to
the editor of PrabhuddaBharatha, " Swami
Vivekananda is more than a teacher, a
philosopher, he is a poet from the land of

poetry”!

STEP IN STEP
Dr.J.Bhagyalakshmi*

When | met death

Inadistant land

Inthe neighbourhood,

Or at door step

| got acquainted

It was only nodding acquaintance
Recognising the presence
Andawed by it

Yet keeping distance

* Poet & Trandlator, New Delhi
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Your departuremadeadll thedifference

Now | feel her presence

When | look over my shoulder

Sheismy travellingcompanion

A relentlessfollower

Silent but omni present

Alwayswithwatchful eyes

Sheisno moreastranger

We often exchangeicy smiles
Whilewalking stepinstep andsideby side.
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YOGAISCOMMUNIONWITH GOD
Sri Aurobindo

Yoga is communion with god for
knowledge, for loveor work TheYogin puts
himsdf into direct relation with that whichis
omniscient and omnipotent within man and
without himHeisintunewith theinfinite, he
becomesachanne for the strength of God to
pour itsdf out upontheworld whether through
calm’' benevolence or active beneficence.
When aman rises by putting from him the'
dough of self and livesfor othersandinthe
joysand sorrowsof others; -when heworks
perfectly andwithloveand zed, but castsaway
theanxiety for resultsand isneither eager for
victory nor afraid of defest; -when he devotes
al hisworksto God and laysevery thought,
word and deed as an offering on thedivine

atar; -when he getsrid of fear and hatred,
repulsion and disgust and attachment, and
worksliketheforcesof Nature, unhasting,
unresting, inevitably, perfectly; -whenherises
abovethethought that heisthe body or the
heart or themind or thesum of theseand finds
his own and true self; -when he becomes
awareof hisimmortality and the unreality of
degth; -when having thusabandoned whatever
heis, doesor hastotheLord of al, theLover
and Helper of mankind, hedwellspermanently
inHimand becomesincapableof grief, disquiet
or falseexcitement, -thatisYoga

Courtesy: Sri Aurobindo'sAction
Feb. 2012

***

WITHOUT RHYME OR REASON
Dr. Suresh Chandra Pande *

Fiveyearshave passed
Fivewinters
Withfivelong summers
Stll I hear
Theraucousvoices

Aroundthetown

Some Cacophonous
Others coquettish

All awhopping mortality
Without rhyme or reason.

Not here, Nay!
Not far away

*  Dept. of English, Govt. College, Phool-Chaura,
Anandpur, Nainital, UP.
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Inaland of sweet vibrations
Andaworld most unworldly
| hark!

Hear inmy inmost ear
Insylvansolitude

A hoary humming.

Ahl apairinwedl ock
Ensconcedin ecstasy
OnaSRAWAN swing
Tiedto KADAMBA bough
Ingtiff Slky strings
Swingingtoandfro
Breathingimmortdity

A wholesomeentity
Inlove- DIVINE.
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MULTICULTURALISM INAMERICA

D. Ramakrishna*

Largegroupsof British settlerscame
to the New World in shipsunder Christopher
Newport in 1607. English Calvinistscalled
"Pilgrim Fathers' dso cameto Massachusetts
inaship called Mayflower in 1620 escaping
persecution by the King. They had atough
timesettlinginthewilderness.

In the seventeenth century theNegro
slaves were brought by the White settlers
mainly fromthewest coast of Africa. By the
end of the century, when the monopoly of the
Roya African Company wasended, thetrade
wascontrolled by severd firmsandindividuds
both American and British. Incourseof time
the Negroes attained freedom and became
naturalized citizens. But tens onsbetween the
Black Americansand Whitesand other races
exist eventoday.

Thewarsof Whitesettlerswith Native
Americans resulted in the killing of large
numbers of the natives. The Whites, the
frontiersmen, constantly encroached onIndian
landsresultinginwars. AsAllan Nevinsand
Henry Stedle Commager say, "theinexorable
westward thrust of thewhiteswastheprincipd
cause of the many conflicts. The most
bloodcurdling warswerewith the Creeksin
the South, where Andrew Jackson won a
bloody victory; with the Seminoles in the
Florida Swamps and thickets and with
Tecumsdi'sfallowersinindiana” Ascenturies

* Retd. Professor, Kakatiya University, Warangal,
Visiting professor to Australiaand USA.
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passed, unlike the aggressive Blacks, the
American Indiansremained submissive and
they aresmaller innumbers.

The Frenchman Hector
St.Crevecoeur initiated the concept of
"Mdting Pot," looking at Americaasasociety
with a new culture produced by the
amal gamation of peoplesof multiple nations
likethe English, Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch,
German and Swedes. The concept was
popularized by Isradl Zangwill.

The statute passed by the first
Congressin 1790 and subsequently revised
in 1802 authorized uniform naturalization
procedure to assimilate the foreign-born.
Allan Nevinsand Henry Steele Commager
tell usthat inthetimesof early settlementin
America, many English and continental
craftsmen paid for their passage by giving
bond service. Some escaped from the Fleet
Prison in London by assisted emigration.
Convictswere often transported for trivial
offencesasit happenedinthecaseof Audrdia
later. In hard times some Britons would
commit small crimesto get sent toAmerica

It wasclear by the beginning of World
War-1 that assmilationwould not bepossible.
Alarmed by thestuation, theolder Americans
started the Americanization movement
resultinginthelmmigrationAct of 1924 which
virtualy stopped dl immigration. 1t subdued
theagitation against foreignersby thenatives.
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In the 1960s, powerful movements
challenged the concept of "Melting Pot" and
maintained that Americawasamosaicor salad
of diverse peoples. The new immigrants
developed socia and cultural pridewithout
the need for abandoning their language and
native customs. Nevertheless, due to
prolonged stay intheAmerican society they
would devel op the accent, mannerismsand
work culture of theWhiteAmericans.

Theimmigration law passed by the
U.S. Congressin 1965 admitted new comers
on the basis of their skills, and to reunite
families. After thereped of thenationd origins
plan, many immigrantshavebeenidentified as
both Americans and members of an ethnic
group. Each ethnic groupisshaped by place
of origin, area of settlement, time,
circumstancesand rdaionsto others. Inorder
to becomenaturaized citizenstheimmigrants
need not give up their religions, languages,
customs. AsArthur Mannsays, " The process
of acculturation, therefore, left room for
different antecedentsand ethnic affiliations
whileupholding thevauesof acommoncivic
culture.” Theseverd ethnicgroupssettiedin
Americawere recreated as something new
but il identifiablegroups. AsNathan Glazer
and Daniel P Moynihan maintain, "The
assimilating power of American society and
culture operated on immigrant groups in
different ways, to make them, it is true,
something they had not been, but still
something digtinct andidentifiable.” Boththe
native cultureand the culture of the country of
settlement would be present in theimmigrant
even beyond thefirst generationin view of
thefamily traditionsand customs practiced a
home.

TRIVENI

Before World War-I, there were
around sixty different ethnicgroupsintheU.S.
Inthe 21st century, thereare over ahundred
groups. Whilethe earlier migrationswere
largely from Europe, inthe 1960s, therewere
morefromAsiaand Latin America. Inthe
next decade, thearrivalsfromAsiaand Latin
America outnumbered those from the Old
World four to one. The multiculturalist
movement began in the 1970s to replace
America's mainstream Anglo Protestant
culturewith other cultureslinked mainly to
racia groups. Inthe 1980sand early 1990s
the new movement achieved preeminence.

As Samuel F.Huntington says,
"Religiogty distinguishesAmericafrommost
other Western societies. Americansareaso
overwhdmingly Chrigian, which digtinguishes
them from most non-Western peoples.”
Nevertheless, on account of religious
tolerance, the ethnic groups are free to
practicetheir individua religions. Drawn by
religions, political and economicforces, people
of diverseracescameto the United Statesin
search of permanent home. The massive
wavesof migration added 37 millionforeign
born to the population of Americafrom the
1820s to the 1920s. In the subsequent
decadestherewerelarge numbersof Latin
Americansand refugeesfrom Southeast Asia
The 1980 Census showed that out of thetotal
national population of 226.5million, there
were 11.7% Blacks, 6.4% Hispanics, 0.6%
Native Americans, and 1.5% Asian
Americansincluding Indians. By the 21st
Century, Americaismultiracial, with 70%
Whites, 12% Hispanics, 12% Blacks, 4%
Asansand Pecific IS andersand 3% others,
Als0 63% are Protestant, 23% Catholic, 8%
other religions. Whites in America are
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concerned about their declining numbersin
recent years. By 2010Asiansaresaidto be
around 43%, the Chinese and Indians
increasing in population. As Samuel P.
Huntington says, "Raceand ethnicity arenow
largdy eiminated: Americansseetheir
country asamultiethnic, multiracial society.”
Despitereligioustolerance, on account of the
Chrigianmgority, theAnglo-Protestant culture
persstsintheUnited States. The"American
Creed," initially formulated by Thomas
Jefferson, waspopularized by Gunnar Myrda
inTheAmerican Dilemma(1944). Referring
totheracial, religious, ethnic, regional and
economic homogeneity of the United States,
heargued that Americanshad "somethingin
common, asocid ethos, apolitica creed.” The
Creed wasthe product of thedistinct Anglo-
Protestant culturewhich hasbeen central to

27

American identity for over three hundred
years. The principles of equality and
individualismtoo arecentra totheAmerican
Creed.

Inamulticulturd StuationinAmerica
orAudrdia whenthereareethnicgroupswith
long historical ancestry, likethelIndiansand
Chinese, othersof lesshistorical backgrounds
canfind new identitiesascitizensof thecountry
of their settlement. Inthe second generation
of the ethnic groups and more in the third
generation, thedigtinctivelanguage, customs
and culture are generally lost. However,
nostalgiafor theland of their ancestorsmay
persist. When cultures fuse after
gener ationsof settlement, asit happened
in India since the ancient times, new
culturesmay evolvein new nations.

*k*

TO MY CLOSE FRIEND

Sri Hari Krishna Mocherla *

Right fromour childhood,

weare so close and dear

You havesuch agoodinfluence,

todispel my fear

You are my coach, cheerleader,

mentor premier

| fed immersedin childhood thoughtsdreamier
Asthey arerefreshingly fresh

tostay inmy mind,

To rejuvenate and influenceas| dwaysfind
Your confidenceinmegivesme

much confidence

| dwayswinwithyouinthoughts

of nodiffidence

* Retd. Bank Officer & Writer, Hyderabad
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Your successflows fromart,

not by chanceor voice
Voiceisjustbiologicd,

but words come by choice

| deemit my privilegeto have
afriendlikeyou

| can't spell successor enjoy it without you
asl winlaureswiththefedingsof
elaionandjubilation.

Everything happensonly withyour contribution
Friendsare God'sapology for relations

| strongly believeyou asoneof Hiscregtions.
| loveyou and wishto bewith youforever,
eveninour next lifewhatsoever.
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THE STONE THAT SPEAKETH (VOLUME 3)
History of Andhra Mahila Sabha

Dr. Roddam Prabhakar Rao *

Knowing my limitations| havenever
ventured to penany literary writing. | hadthe
good fortune of knowing Sri 1.V.Chal apati
Rao Garu when | was a fledgling S.P. at
Karimnagar, who was Principal of the Govt.
college, at ameeting, thelegendary litterateur
Gnanapeeth Awardee Sri Viswanatha
Satyanarayana Garu had presided. The
studentswerethustwiceblessed. However, |
wasmorekeen on playing tenniswith himthan
getting better educated with his guidance.
Over theyears, | realized hisqualitiesasa
teacher, mentor, chronicler, educationist, and
biographer par excellence. The occasions|
have interacted with him are few and far
between. Yet hisaffection hasdrawn meto
him and | cherish every moment as an
educative experience.

Hisassociationwith AndhraMahila
Sabha has been long and deeply involved.
When hetakes up thetask of recording the
steady, unadvertised growth of therevered
institution, he bringsto bear onthe samethe
authenticity, the admiration, and the
exemplifying impact of thispioneering and
powerful experimentin sociad reconstruction.

Thisisthethirdvolumeof "The Stone
that Speaketh" edited by Prof. |.V. Chal apati
Rao. Thefirst two volumeswere penned by
Smt. Durgabal Deshmukh hersdlf. Itisfutile

* |PS-D.LITT (Hons) Director General of Palice,
AP (Retd).
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for me to write about Durgabayamma's
personality and work after Sri Chalapathi
Rao'stributeinthisbook--"A Garland to the
[llustrious Founder”-- the most eloquent
tribute to her. She was truly a gentle
revol utionary who waged ardentlesslifelong
fight againgt society'sinjudticestowomen. Her
weapons were immense courage, daring
initiative, dogged determination and relentless
pursuit of building institutions which are
citadelsof succour, and templesof learning.
"It isnot hard to do abit of good. What is
hardisto do good all one'slifeand never do
anything bad, to act constantly intheinterests
of the masses, ---- and to engage in the
arduousstrugglefor decadesonend” (Mao).
For her, freedom wasthe true emancipation
of citizensfromthelimitationsof their own
greed, and to makethem goforth sharing and
caing.

Yes! Such a stone speaketh. It
speaketh beyond Madras and Hyderabad
eveninthenationa capita. Durgabayamma
hersaf hasexplained how inVolumes1and 2
inwhich she haslisted such stonesin great
detail. The cornerstones of the Sabha
buildingswill echo the astonishing story of
growth of nearly nine decades since 1922-
"The Sabhastruck rootsasearly as59 years
ago. The seed was sown nearly 800 miles
away somewhereinKakinada and  the
resultant plant has flowered and fruited in
Madras and later in Hyderabad covering
amost 12 digtricts-" (Val. ii pagevii-- 1979).
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Volume 3 records how it continuesto grow,
thanks to the efforts of many dedicated
persons of eminence inspired by
Durgabayammalsexamplewhich commanded
their commitment. Therich detailsinVolume
3highlight thefact thet thetiny lamplit by Smt.
Durgabayammacontinuesto shed brightness
and has been lighting many more lamps of
Knowledge, Health Care and Women's
Empowerment.

Each stone laid to commemorate
Golden Jubilee (1987), Deshmukh centenary
(1995), Diamond Jubilee (1999), Birth
Centenary of Durgabayamma(2009) tellsus
that her spirit continuesto give usrenewed
strength to take her grand agendaforward.
The"Literacy House" cantraceitsoriginto
the founding days of AMSin 1937. It has
enlarged itsactivitiesinto researchin Adult
Education and skillsdevel opment of children.
The"Milk Distribution Center" of 1950 has
growninto modern multigoeciaty hospita with
facilitiesfrom pediatricsto geriatrics. The
"Mahavidyaaya' with four studentsin 1940
isnow amultidisciplinary vocationd training
center with hundredsof women qudifyingfor
job opportunities and so is Obul Reddy
Vocationa Training Institute. The"Tourist
Hostel" of 1962 now has state of the art
facilities. The Asraya, Obul Reddy Senior
Citizens' Home (1992), and Dr.
A Venkatappiah Home(1992) shdlter inmates
with care. TheMahavidyaayaat Hyderabad
isnow awel|l established C. Ramachand Girls
High School initsnew premisesopened in
1989. TheNursngHomegtartedin 1962 with
just 15bedsistoday The Durgabal Deshmukh
Hospital and Research Center with over 200
beds. It has all the updated facilities for
trestment and training of doctors, nursesand
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Para medics. The D.D. College of
Phys otherapy (1999) and The D.D. College
of Nursing (2005) have been established and
have been conducting Post Graduate
Programmes too. The Arts and Science
Collegefor Women (1968) and The College
for teacher Educationin Hyderabad (1971)
have earned high recognition asthe premier
institutions in women's education.
Durgabayamma'’s desire to establish a
vocationd training center inA.P. wasfulfilled
in 1982 during The International Year of the
Disabled. It wasrightly named after the great
L ady. Specialised Care has been established
at the GNarayanamma PullaReddy Home
for mentally challenged women.

TheCollege of Artsand Sciencefor
women started in 1969 progressed to add on
Businessand Information coursesand The
AndhraMahilaSabhaSchool of Informatics
wasset upin1999. The Collegeof FineArts
and Media Education established in 2005
fulfilled yet another vision of Smt.
Durgabayamma. Shehadfirst sarted Andhra
MahilaSabhain Chenna withMusicand Hindi
classesand washerself proficientin playing
Veena. The College coversawiderange of
cultural education up to Post Graduatelevel.

Apart from recognizing education as
thekey for finding self reliance by women,
theimportance of adequatelega support was
identified asanecessary tool for empowering
themtolivewith dignity. Durgabayamma's
owntraumetic experienceswhilein prisonhed
convinced her that women have to be
educated and empowered by theneeded legal
assistance. TheAMSLegal Aid Center was
started in 1983 and The College of Law for
Womenin 1991. Many eminent judgesand
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legal luminarieshave guided the progress of
these institutions, creating awareness and
ingtilling couragetofight for their rights.

Smt. Durgabayammahad all along
gtrivento perpetuatethe memory of thesource
of her inspiration - MahatmaGandhi. As part
of Gandhi Centenary Celebrations
Durgabayammahed initiated theestablishment
of Gandhi Bhavansall over the state. Gandhi
Centenary High School wasfoundedin Sanga
Reddy. The Gandhi Vedika and Gandhi
Satabdi Bhavan inthe campusare sentinels
of Gandhianidedstoguideus. Itisunfortunate
that the scheme has not been implementedin
somedidtricts.

In the first two volumes Smt.
Durgabayammahas given many accounts of
her tridlsand tribul ations and the part played
by many well known personalities. Inthis
volume, Sri Chalapati Rao's immense
vathsalyafor theteachersand studentsof the
variouseducationa ingtitutionsisreflectedin
the great pridewith which he haslisted out
theranks, distinctions, awardsand prizeswon
by them. His deep concern for the
disadvantaged and thedifferently abled citizens

isshowninthered lifeepisodesquoted. They
show how therelief provided by thesenoble
ingtitutionsin health andlegal carehashelped
many women in distress. Volume 3 of "The
Stone That Speaketh” triology comes as a
natural corollary of the first two volumes
authored by Smt. Durgabal Deshmukh hersdif.
It hasthesamefeding, the same commitment
to detail and the same purpose - not to boast,
but to inform, educate and inspire.

Atatimewhen Medicare, Education,
and Citizen assistance Services are being
overwhelmed by exploitativegreed, thesaga
of humane services flowing from the
pass onate commitment of theAndhraMahila
Sabhalnstitutionsisindeed likethe selfless
love of amother---M other Durgabayammal
Our debt of gratitudeto her can beredeemed
only by doing whatever we canto assist the
AndhraMahilaSabhaingtitutionstofulfill the
respong bilitiesthey haveundertaken. Perhgps
then we will get a taste of the ecstasy of
serving thelessendowed.

AsMahatmaGandhi hassaid "The
best way tofind yourself istoloseyoursdlf in
sarviceof others'.

*k*

Just a few days before her death,
Durgabai calls up the then Municipal
Commissioner. “1 am told by my doctor
that | don't have much time left. | want to
find whether the electrical crematoriumis
working,” she asked the Commissioner,
recallsformer principal of Gandhi Medical
College. Pradeep Deshpande, who wasthe
personal doctor for Durgabai Deshmukh
and C. D. Deshmukh.

TRIVENI

“C. D. Deshmukh and Durgabai had a
pact. Whenever one of them held a
government post, then the other one will
takeasalary of only Re. 1. They never used
government facilities for private purpose.
To attend a function at my house, C. D.
Deshmukh requested for private
transport,” he said.

The Hindu May 15, 2012
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HUMOUR, THEELIXIROFLIFE

V. Chiranjeevi*

The smileistheindex of the mind.
"Your smileistheyardstick of your character
asit isyour autograph”. Men have varied
stylesof smiling. The toothlessgrin of ababe,
theguileless smile of lovers, thedisarming
laugh of thegullibleand the sinister sardonic
sneer of a Machiavelli - they are all the
variegated manifestations. Smile, chuckle,
laugh, grin, guffaw, sneer, horselaugh arethe
variations and they are like the billowing
wavesof theocean of humour.

A sense of humour isas essentia to
man asa palate for good food. Humour isa
stress reliever and a catalyst for mental
relaxation. It paves the path for asmooth
and enjoyable life. To modify thelines of
Shakespearealittle.

‘He that has no humour in him, nor
no concord with humour is fit for
stratagems, murder and treason’.

One who can't react cheerfully to
humour is as good as dead. It is only the
hearty laughers rather than the weeping
philosophersthat makethisworld abetter
placetolivein.

Eventhemost sullen and gloomy fellow
can't but laugh heartily confronting a
humourousstuaionor ligeningtothecracking
of ajoke. At least for the moment the clouds

* Head, English Department (Retd),
College, Ongole

CSR.
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of pensiveness disappear and theraysof the
nascent sun break through, for humour is
such a powerful archery and a wonderful

magicspell.

‘Who is therewith soul so dead and
devoid of humour that responds not with
asmiletoa wisecrack or awitty repartee’.

Of all the'navarasas (nineemotions),
(hasya) whose culmination (‘sthayi bhava))
islaughter, hasitsown unique place. If hope
isthesustainer of life, humour isthedixir of
life and an indispensable ingredient. This
explainswhy thekingsof old had thetradition
of the 'court jester' who was at once the
conscience keeper of the king and the
entertainer of the courtiers. Even poets of
yore made it a point to intersperse their
writingswith aneement of humour toregde
thepublicand curry thefavour of therulers.

Humour isthe off spring of afunloving
mind. Humour is ever to be unsullied by
vulgarity. Just aslicence can't be liberty,
vulgarity shouldn't masguerade ashumour.
Wit, witticism, repartee, retort, rebuff and
irony arethevarious sourcesof humour, apart
from situational and mannerism- oriented
origin.

Wisecracking, another namefor ajoke,
should neither hurt nor embarrasstheperson
whoisthetarget, but should beenjoyable
even by the butt of ridicule. There areinthis
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world good humour sportswho can crack a
joke at otherswith asmuch ease asthey can
poke funat themselves.

When somebody is asked, ‘Isthere
anything false about you?, that somebody
quipped, 'Thereisnothing false about me
except my teeth.' Bernard Shaw, that great
wit alwayshad aready retort for any dig at
him. Once a'plump corpusculum’ derided
GBS, 'Looking at you, itisobvious that there
is famineinyour country'. Pat came thereply.
It isequally obvious that it is because of

peoplelikeyou'.

A lady proposed to GBS 'Let us get
married. Our childrenwill inherit my beauty
and your intellect’, to which GBS coolly

replied, what! if our childrenget my beauty
andyour intellect?

When Oscar Wilde, thefamousnovelist
and short story writer was questioned at the
airport, 'Have you anything to declare?, he
replied without batting an eyelid that he had
nothing to declareexcept his'genius.

Alady remarked toWington Churchill,
‘Twothings| don't like about you, oneyour
politics and the other your moustache.’
Churchill didn't hesitateevenfor amoment
andretorted, 'Madam, don't worry, for there
isno prospect of you coming anywhere near
them'.

Laugh heartily for you have nothingto
lose except your blues. Such repartees as
theforegoing ones have auniversality about
them, for they transcend thebarriers of time
and space. They are ever increasing, each
day moreand more being added to them. If
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sharpnessof witisonething, spontaneity is
another quality of humour. Thewholeworld
isatreasuretrove of humour. Only oneshould
have the perceiving eye and penetrating
intellect.

There are many interesting saws about
laughter and itssalutary effects.

— Hewho laughs loudest lasts longest

— Laughter doubles your happiness and
halves you sorrows.

— If you laugh, the wholeworld laughs
with you, but if you weep you weep
alone.

— It is better to laugh with others than
to laugh at others.

— Laughter is the panacea for all ills-
physical mental or psychological.

— Laugh and laugh and let laugh' is my
motto, A principle which | pursue in
toto.

— A man without humour
without love

is a beast

Themedicina benefitsof laughter are
greatly realized. Hence, there have sprung
upmany 'laughers clubs like ‘wakers clubs
and'anglers clubs. Laughter keepsthefacia
muscles ingood trim and givesahealthy ook
totheface. A never fadingsmileonthelips
isan ornament, particularly for the fair sex,
asit behoves their beauty and dignity.

In fine, unadulterated and unalloyed
laughter isa cleansing agent asit purgesthe
mind of impure thoughts. Itisonly theperson
withaclean heart that can smileenchantingly.
Tobeableto laugh heartily isablessingand
agift of God. Solet usal laughand be merry
today for tomorrow may not be ours.

JUL.-SEP. 2012



33

CULTURAL SMILARITY BETWEEN
AFRICAN IBO TRIBAL SOCIETY AND ANDHRA PRADESH
WITH REFERENCE TO ACHEBE'S THINGS FALL APART

K. Srilakshmi*

Themodern Linguistic research has
shownthat languagescan, infact, be grouped
infamilies, and that many which now appear
widdy divergentinvocabulary, pronunciation,
grammar etc., are traceable to a common
ancestor inremotetimes. Theparent language
had been named as Indo-European.
Sometimes| feel even suchasimilarity has
exiged, intheform of afew traditions, rituas,
festivals, celebrations, and beliefs, between
different culturesinour world. Suchasmilarity
| havetraced out with the New Yam Festival
of thelbotriba peopleinAfricatothat of the
Sankranthi of Andhra Pradesh.

Things Fall Apart, Achebe's first
novel, was publishedin 1958inthemidst of
theNigerian Renaissance. It tellsthe Story of
an Ibo village and one of its great men,
Okonkwo, who had achieved muchinhislife.
It providesavivid picture of the Ibo society
at the end of the nineteenth century. It a'so
focuseson histhreewives, hischildren, and
the influences of British colonialism and
Christian missionarieson histraditional 1bo
community during thelate nineteenth century.
Itisoneof thefirst African novelswrittenin
English to receive global critical acclaim.
Achebe, the Nigerian writer depictsthelbo
asapeoplewithgreat socid inditutions. Thelr
cultureisrich with traditionsand lawsthat

* Lecturerin English, Dr. C.S.Rao PG, Courses, Sri
Y.N. College, Narsapur
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placegreat emphasisonjusticeand fairness.
AYamFedtiva isusudly heldinthebeginning
of August at the end of therainy season. The
Yam Festival isso named becauseyamisthe
maost common food inmany African countries
Yams are the first crops to be harvested.
Peopleoffer yamsto godsand ancestors, firdt,
beforedistributing themtothevillagers. This
istheir way of giving thanks to the spirits
abovethem. The New YamFestival consists
of prayersand thanksfor theyearspast. Men
and women, young and old, look forward to
this festival because it begins a new yam
Season.

Achebe portrayed the New Yam
Festival inthefifth and sixth chaptersof the
novel. Itiscelebrated on the samegrounds of
thefamousfestival Sankranthi in Southern
India. HereinAndhraPradesh, Sankranthi is
celebrated, for four days: Bhogi, Sankranthi,
Kanuma, and Mukkanuma respectively,
after agrand harvest. Even Ibotriba people
celebrate the New Yam festival, after the
harvest, for threedays. Thisfestival isajoy
throughout thevillage.

TheNew Yamfestiva must beginwith
tagty, freshyams. It tartsonthefirst day night
with the occasion of thedisposal of theyam
seedsof the previousyear just as Sankranthi
festival starts with the disposal of the old
furnitureon theearly morning of thefirst day
(Bhogi).
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The second day of the New Yam
festival isaday for agrand feast in order to
respect the ancestors and the local deities,
after having offered the new crop to the Gods
and Goddesses. All cooking pots, calabashes
and wooden bowls arethoroughly washed,
especialy thewooden mortar inwhichyamis
pounded. People draw various patternson
their somachsand backsin different colours.
The women are busy preparing variety of
dishes. Yam foo-foo and vegetable soup is
thechief dishwhich peoplelikedtoeat. A large
number of guests areinvited from far and
nearby wedthy farmers. PAm-wine, kola-nuts
and other edibles are consumed by the
members of the party to their fill. New Yam
and palm oil are offered to the ancestorsto
get their blessngsfor ahgppy life. Thisfedtiva
not only catersto the needsof esting, drinking
and merry-making but develops intimacy
among thelbo people. Itisan occasionwhere
people get an opportunity to exchangetheir
views for a better understanding. The
celebrationisfollowed by various cultural
danceswith thedisplay of masqueradesfrom
different clansor groups. Thisusudly laststill
very latenight. Smilarly inAndhraPradesha
feast isarranged among thekithand kin but it
isnot asgrand asin the case of thelbotribal
people. Thechief itemsarepulihora (lemon
rice), boorelu, arisalu, sunnundalu, dappaam,
etc. Guestsareinvited and especidly thenewly

married daughter and son-in-law areinvited
and somevauablegiftispresented. A bigfair
isarranged near thetemple. Many cultural
programmes and cel ebrations are conducted
inthefair.

On the third day of the New Yam
festival wrestling matches are conducted
betweenthenaghbouringdansinevery village
playground for which agreat number of people
attend. As oxen are used to cart plough for
cultivation, they are decorated and special
prayers are performed on the third day of
Sankranthi (at present prayersare performed
for the machinery or equipment used for
cultivation). Finally a race is conducted
between the decorated oxen (edlapandal u).
Besdesthisin many areasof AndhraPradesh
cock-fights (kodi pandalu) are very famous
duringthisfestivd.

Thus the above two festivals are
pardld inther tradition and thereason behind
themissimilar. Theadvent of thewhitemen
caused declineof thetraditional society of
thebo community. Theeffect of colonisation
inIndiaislesswhen comparedtothat of Africa
and hence Sankranthi isstill celebratedina
grand manner throughout AndhraPradeshand
aswdll asinafew more stateswith different
other names, say, Pongal in Tamil Nadu.

***

Knowledge and Wisdom

Information contains good and bad. We have to filter and screen it to get knowledge.
Knowledge is greater than information. Even knowledge is not enough, because it is
neutral. It can be consructive and distructive. It can produce an atom bomb aswell as
alife-saving drug. Therefore, it should be guided by wisdom.

TRIVENI
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Dr.H.D. SANKALIA
ADOYENAMONGARCHAEOLOGISTS

T. Sivarama Krishna*

Archaeology is a fascinating and
adventurousfield of study of the past. Indian
Archaeology isavast fidld commensuratewith
the country's size. Verily, India is an
archaeological paradise, soto say. Itisquite
truethat Archaeology (History-Heritage) isas
much on the earth as beneath it. Dr.H.D.
Sankaliahad agreat passion and fascination
for Archaeol ogy. He had enriched thefield of
Indian Archaeology, perhaps more than
anyoneel seafter Marshall and Sir Mortimer
Whesdler, thegreat pioneersinthisfield. His
historical senseand research coupledwith his
intimate knowledge of our Sanskrit classics
hel ped him to re-construct the past of India
enshrined particularly in the Itihasas and
Puranas.

Hasmukh Dhirgld Sankdiawasborn
on December 10, 1908 in Bombay. His
mother tongue was Gujarathi. He studied
Sanksit and English. Helearnt Marathi aswell
asHindi. Dr. Sankaliasaysthat inhisearly
days he used to listen with interest and
attention to storiesfrom the Ramayanaand
anecdotes of the Mahabharathaastold by his
father and thisnaturally created alongingin
him to seetheancient |ocaleand to know how
theancient peoplelived. Hea so understood
a anearly agethat thekey to an understanding
of ancient history and culture lies in the
knowledgeand wisdom of our divine Sanskrit.

* Lecturer in English (Retd.), Writer, Kakinada, A.P.
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As a student at the University of
Bombay, he was guided by Fr. Heras and
obtained hisM.A. Degreein| Classin the
subject of Ancient Indian History in 1932.
Earlier, in 1931 he had donehisLL.B too
fromBombay University andwent to England
wherehedid hisPh.D. inArchaeology at the
University of Londonin 1937. Hegot married
inMay, 1938. After hisreturnfrom London
with hisPh.D. Degree Dr. Sankaliaappeared
beforethe Public Service Commissiontwice
inDehi andin Smla But hewasnot selected
on both the occasions. But, somehow, this
provedto beablessing indisguise. Thenhe
started explorationson hisown.

However, soon after his marriage,
early in 1939, he was offered the post of a
lecturer first, thenthat of Professor of Proto-
Indian Ancient History and then Joint Director
and Director at the Pune Deccan Collegeand
P.G. Research Institute. He retired on
December 10, 1973. After that hewasmade
an EmeritusProfessor of Archaeology. Thus
hestuck tothelInstitutionttill thelast.

Dr. Sankdiastarted asa Sanskritist,
then ashistorian andfindly asan archaeologist
of international repute. There also he
speciaisedin pre-History and Proto-History.
Assuch hehasto hiscredit alarge number of
exploration and excavation expeditionsall
over India
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In recognition of hissplendid work,
both as Professor and an explorer, he was
awarded the coveted title Padmabhushanin
january, 1974. Earlier, hehad _received a
number of Manapatras and similar other
digtinctionsfrom varioussocietiesand public
Ingtitutions. Heled thesmplelifeof ahermit
and remained modest despite his awards,
honorificsand achievements.

Dr. Sankaliawas so self sacrificing
that he rejected some lucrative offers and
opportunities, oncewhen hewasoffered the
post of Director of Archaeology in Jaipur and
later when he was offered the post of
professor of Archaeology at the Mahargja
Saygi Rao University. Hedwaysthought that
the Pune Deccan College was the ided
institution for study and research. Under his
guidanceand direction the college becamea
shining exampleasanAll Indialngtitution.

Hetrained aband of brilliant pupilsin
thefield of Ancient History and Archaeol ogy
andto al of them he gave asupporting hand
toimbibethe spirit and habit of research. It
may be of interest to notethat Dr. Sankalia's
better-haf a so accompanied him on many of
hisexpeditions.

Thefollowing aresomeof hisnotable
works that contain the records of his
discoveriesin hisexploraionsand expeditions

Born to Archaeology : This
Autobiography is a veritable text book of
Archaeology, of his life and work, full of
experiencesand reminiscences. Fromthelist
of hisliterary contributionsgiven a theend of
the book, onefindsthat during 1955-1977,
he contributed asmany as27 articlesinHindi,
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during 1951-77 as many as 55 articlesin
Marathi and during 1933t0 1976 asmany as
44 articlesin Gujarati and during 1938-1977
asmany as194in Englishinadditionto some
moreof popular interest, touching archaeol ogy
and national problems. Besidesthesethere
are hisbooks, booklets, excavation reports
and what not.

Pre-History and Proto-History of
India and Pakistan: In this book, from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari, stone artefacts of
the old StoneAge MesolithicAgeand New
StoneAge-- aredescribed indetail and their
cultural significance analysed. In Indian
Archaeological literature proto-history has
cometoincludeall thelndian Culturesfrom
Pre-Harappan days down to the advent of
thehistoric period. Thefirst human skeleton
of the stone age of man was discovered by
Dr. Sankdiain closeassociaionwith Dr. Irvati
Karve on Feb. 29, 1944 in Gujarat. Dr
Sankdiaconducted experimentswithold sone
agetools and says that the early stone age
man had no need to cut large trees and that
stone cleaverswere not suitablefor cutting
trees.

Dr. Sankdiafocussesour attentionon
themostimportant and Sgnificant discoveries
that have brought to light a pre-Harappan
civilisation of town or village planning and
stoneand mud brick fortificationswall round
theinner settlements, besides, of course, fine
wheel or handmade pottery and exquisite
figuresculptureintheround. Andthat placeis
Kaibangan in Rgjastan wherearemarkable
discovery of aploughed field hasalso been
made. He has given us new facts about pre-
Harappan Cultureand Civilisation.
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Dr. Sankaliaarguesthat the reasons
adduced by Sir Mortimer Wheeler that the
Aryansdestroyed the Hargppan Civilisation
arenomorevalid. According to Rgaguru, Dr.
Sankaliasmost important contributiontothe
fied of environmentd archaeol ogy isthestudy
of sealevel changesand pre-historic sitesin
Sourashtra and Konkan. The stimulus he
provided resulted in many pioneering
contributionsto the study of the Quaternary
environment of Western India.

Dr. Sankdiamadehisresearchesinto
thelndian pre-history and proto-history solely
withtheaim of finding thetracesof theVedic
Aryansandtesting the historicity of legends
about them which occur in our epics and
puranas.

Pre-History of India: In this, Dr.
Sankaliasmainthesisisthat ailmost all the
culturd manifestationsin India, includingthe
Neolithic and the heliolithic ones and
beginning from about 2500 B.C. areto be
regarded as Colonization. By the term
Colonization hemeansthat many of thebasic
ideas or techniques in the devel opment of
materid culturearepre-higtoric. Indiahad their
originor earlier beginningsinWesternAsia
and Europe. From those origins either the
ideasor sometimesthebearersof thoseideas
gradually cameto India. Such Colonization
IS no foreign to the Indian tradition as
preservedin Vedic and puranicliterature.

Dr. Sankaliapointsout that Indiais
onecountry wherethemost ancient past lives
withthe present. For instance, Pargiter holds
that theAryanswereindigenousto India.

Pre-Historic Man in South India:
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Mesolithic and pre-Mesolithic industries-
fromtheexcavationsat Sangankallu, Bdllary
- Thisdealswith excavations conducted at
thesiteby Dr. H.D. Sankalia, withaview to
assessing the relationship between the
microlithic and painted flakeindustries of the
gte. It wasfound that peopleusing microlithic
tools about 3000 B.C. inhabited this area
before the Neolithic people and the first
mentioned were preceded by people using
paginated flaketools.

Accordingto Dr. Sankdiathechange
inIndustrial equipment and the consequent
changeinthelifeof thepeopleareduetothe
changeindimateandarriva of new influence.

Ramayana in a New Light: In this
book Dr. Sankalia opinesthat the local e of
theentireRamayanaStory wasinthe Gangetic
Plain and confined to Madhya Pradesh and
that Valmiki was astranger to South India,
Lankawasonly aPlateauin Centrd Indiaand
the sea dividing it from Indiawhich Nala
spanned by abridgewasonly inthat region.
Thetrees mentioned in the epic as used by
the Vanarasto make the bridge do not grow
in South Indiaand arefound only in Central
India. The weapons used by Rama and
Ravanaindicatethat the date of the story be
far from the commencement of thelronAge.
In the disposal of the dead the cremation of
Vali described by the poet isatypical Aryan
Custom, which has come down to usfrom
Vedictimes.

Ramaisahistorical figurebelonging
toaruling dynasty - and vanarasand rakshas
were tribals of Dandakaranya region. Dr.
Sankalia places the date of the Ramayana
Story to about 800 B.C.
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Aspects of Indian History and
Archaeology: Thisbook containsaseries
of essays-- studiesin Historical Geography
and Cultural Ethnography of Gujarat and
Western India -- from inscriptions -- the
Aryanisation of Gujarat and theintroduction
of Sanskrit in Gujarat were also by the
Aryans. And soon it became the court
languagethere. K shatrgpa Rudradaman'srock
inscriptioninverserank astheearliest Sanskrit
incriptioninindia

Pre-Vedic Times to Vijayanagar:
Herewe have arunning commentary of the
story beginning fromthe proto-historica sites
of Harappan and Mohenjodaro to
Vijayanagar Empire (2500 B.C. to 1300
A.D). Hebriefly dwellsupontheintervening
periods - dynasty wise-- Mauryas, Sungas,
Sakas, Pahlavas, Kushans, Andhras,
Parthians, Bharasivas, Vakatakas, Guptas,
Maukharis, Hunas, Harsha, Pallavas,
Gurjaras, Palas, Senas, €etc.

Thetitles, Monumentsof the Yadav
periodinthe PoonaDidrict, JanMonuments
from Deogarh coins and glass seals from
Maheswar will show the variety of topics
covered by Dr. Sankalia

Morphologica evolution of Natargja
inArt & Literature: Dr. Setter of Dharwar
maintainsthat in the early phase of hiscareer
Dr. Sankaliawasmoreof anart historian than
an archaeol ogist and to support hisview he
ctesSankdidswritingsonindusValey Artigs
He discusses the concept from a
morphologica angle, thecow inHistory.

Kundamala and Uttararama
Charita: Dr. Sankalia concludes that
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Bhavabhuti's UttaraRama Charitais based
on and is an improvement upon Dinaga's
Kundamada.

InhisarticleonAntiquity of thename
of Sri LankaDr. Sankaliasaysthat in ancient
times, for long, theidand wasknownin Indian
documents as Smhala and Tamraparni
(copper red place) -- (Greek-Taprobhane).
And that the local name of the Island was
Lankaand not Simhalaisdefinitely proved
by Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa - two, Pali
Chronicles from Ceylon dated it to 3rd
Century B.C. Smhalaor Amradesaare not
local or indigenousnames. The word Lanka
IS probably a Mundari word, means - an
idand or asolitary placeonahill. Itisinthis
sense that the Korkus in Bastar
(Dandakaranya) il call Ravanasresidence
Lanka or Lakka. But the name Lankawas
appliedtoany idand or asolitary hilly place,
and hence applies to Goa also - Konkan -
Western Coast. Thereisnothing specid about
thename- Lanka. Thename Ceylonwasan
anglicised version of Smhala during the
Portugese and British rule. The Republic
changedit asLanka-- (thenamewasfound
inthe most ancient records). But because of
itsassociation with Ravana(for whichthereis
little evidence) theword Sri was prefixed to
Lanka

Inconclusion, Dr. Sankaliawasan
ingtitution by himself and served the cause of
Indian Archaeology for over fifty yearsand
hasupliftedit fromthemereprocessof digging
to that of social, historical and cultura
understanding of ancient India(itsethosand
echoes) and made it afine art as well as
science. Truly, he is a Doyen among
Archaeologigts.
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MARIOVARGASLLOSA'STHE BAD GIRL,
THE STORY OFA GRAND PASSION

Ms. G Sailaja*

Mario Vargas Llosa is a Nobel
Laureate. Heisamodern day Renaissance
man. He won the 2010 Nobel Prize for
Literaturefor his" cartography of structures
of power and his trenchant images of the
individua'sres stance, revolt and defeat.” He
isanovdig, playwright, essayis, art, filmand
literaturecritic. Heisperhapsbest known as
one of the handful of novelists who have
brought contemporary Latin American
literatureto theforefront internationaly. His
worksvividly examinethe perilsof power and
corruptionin LatinAmerica. Peter England,
the permanent Secretary of the Swedish
Academy says, Mr. Llosaisoneof thegreat
Latin American storytellers - a master of
dialogue who has been searching for the
elusive concept known asthetota novel, and
who believesinthe power of fictiontoimprove
theworld.

Vargas Llosa lived as vividly
intereting alifeasthepictureshisstoriespaint.
In France he worked as a Spanish teacher,
journalist for Agence-France-Presse, and
broadcaster for Radio Television Francaise
in the early 1960s. He also worked as a
visiting Professor to many American and
European Universties,

Heisknown for hisprolificwriting
that includes comediesand murder mysteries.

* Research Scholar, Sri Krishnadevaraya
University, Anantapur.(A.P)
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His most powerful novels have contained
commentary on historical and political

conditionsin hisnative Peru and other parts
of LainAmerica. Winner of many accolades,

including Spain's Cervantes Prize and the
National Book CriticsAward, heisnot shy
about offering his penetrating insights on
everythingfrom literatureto politics. Inaone-
off direct involvement in politics, Mr. Llosa
unsuccessfully ranfor the Peruvian presidency
racein 1990. He haswritten morethanthirty
books which include novels, plays, and

€ssays.

TheBad Girl isthemost recent work
of Vargas Llosathat appeared in 2006-07.
Itisprimarily alovestory. Itisanaccount of
the narrator's obsession with a woman he
encounters first in his teens and then
intermittently over thefollowing four decades
indifferent countriesandindifferentidentities.
Asin hisother novels, the Peruvian Capital of
Limaiscentra tothisplot.

Ricardo Somocurcio, the narrator of
The Bad Girl, isan unambitious man. His
solewish, ever sincehischildhood days, isto
livein Paris. He studieshard at school and
onarrivinginParis, after university education,
learns languages and soon makes enough
money fromworking asafredanceinterpreter
to stay in his chosen home. He hasamild
concernthat heissimply drifting. Butinfact
hislack of aspirationsisnothing worsethan
the result of being a balanced, civilized
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individud, hgppy if hehasareasonableincome
and enough time to enjoy reading and
soddizing.

Ricardo isateenager when hefirst
meetsLily, abad girl, adazzling newcomer in
theMirafloresdigtrict of Lima, clamingtobe
aChilean. Sheturnsout to be lying about
both her name and her nationdlity, but by the
timeRicardo discoversthis, hehasalready
falenunder thespdl| of her'mischievouslaugh'
and the'mocking glanceof her eyesthe colour
of dark honey." She keeps reappearing in
different citiesand in variousincarnations,
assuming new names, wardrobes, passports
and loverswhenever Ricardo entersanew
section of society. Shetormentshim, calling
him a'good boy' and a'little puissant,’ and
dismisses his confessions of love as'cheap
sentimental things." But every time he sees
her, he is consumed by love for her who
makes life seem less like a 'series of
monotonousroutines, andtheir sporadic affair
continues.Shergectshisdeclarationsof love,
and scarcely vanishesfromhislife.

After adecade sheregppearsin Paris
withanew identity. Sheisnow arevolutionary
activist, codenamed 'ComradeArlette.’ In
reality sheisnon-political and merely joined
the communist cause so that shecould travel.
She and Ricardo restart something
approximating arelationship, but for thirty
moreyears she disappearswhen arich man
comes along. She goes off to Cuba and
resurfaces as Madame Robert Amoux, wife
of adiplomat. But soon her face, 'where
mischief wasawaysmixed with curiosity and
coquetry,' worksitsfamiliar magiconRicardo,
and the two resume their affair until she
disappears again, breaking his heart and
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emptying her husband's Swiss bank account.
L ater sheregppearsasMrs. Richardson, wife
of awealthy Englishman and then Kurio, the
mistressof asinister Japanese Crook. Every
timether liaisonrekindlesRicardo'slove, she
reluctantly depends on the only un-
conditiondly kind person shehasever known.
But every time she goes away, she returns
looking dreadful having been crudly abused.
Theeternally gentle Ricardo putsher back on
her feet, and apeaceful journey towardsold
agewith thebad girl seemsto behisreward.
But thingsarenever peaceful withthebad girl.
Thus, The Bad Girl isthe story of agrand
passion, nursed for several decades by its
protagonist and narrator, Ricardo
Somocurcio.

Mario Vargas LIosawho isnow in
his eighth decade has achieved a brilliant
successwiththisnovel. Itsnarrator Ricardo
isthat raretypeof fictiona character, namely
onewho livesoff thepageaswell asonit. It
isdifficult to believethetruththat heiscreated
andthereforeexistsonly inthisnovel. Heis
bright, witty and awareof hisinability toturn
away from the bad girl, but we never feel
sympathy for him. Heexplainsabout hislife
to hisfriend thus: For many years| had been
inlovewith awomanwho cameandwentin
my lifelikeawill - '0' - the- wisp, lighting it
up with happinessfor short periods of time
andthenleavingit dry, sterile, immuneto any
other enthusiasmor love!

Mostimpressvely of dl thecharacters
inthenovel, the bad girl herself commands
our affection. Sheis caught between her
mercenary inginctsand theinconvenient fact
that shegenuindly doescarefor Ricardo. She
hasan indefinite quality that magnetisesmen

JUL.-SEP. 2012



and dlowsher to manipul atethosearound her
to her own social advantage. Hardship has
taught her ruthlessness. Sheproceedssingle-
mindedly through aseries of advantageous
marriagesin pursuit of weslth, but her gppetite
for adventure always |leads her to seek out
the next conquest. Ricardo's spaniel-like
devotion survives repeated cruelty and
abandonment until, in later middle age, her
beauty ruined and near to death the bad girl
finaly needshim. Asthenovel progresses
she possesses an honourable streak and a
tendernessfor Ricardo, that canonly belove.
AlyssaMcDonald aptly says: Rrather than
moralizing, Vargas Llosajust unfoldstheir
story; and, asaresult, The Bad Girl isboth
provocativeand oddly satisfying.

Among thewaysof reading TheBad
Girl is, of course, to see it as an dternate
autobiography - VargasLlosaimagingtheman
he could have become. The datesand some
of thedetailsmatch, asVargasLlosaslifeis
mirrored, to someextentin Ricardo's. Isthis
Vargas Llosa's story of a man he didn't
become? Oneof theinterpretersof thenovel
remarksthus:
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Thenove containsseriouscriticism
of Peru'streatment of itspoorer citizens. Itis
also aclever homageto Flaubert, of whom
VargasLlosahasoftenwritten admiringly. Its
narrator makesregular referenceto Russian
literature, which cannot be accidental, since
thisisawork writtenin the Tol stoyan mode.
It addressesmoral and philosophical issues,
but doessowithinanimmensdy moving sory,
rather thanwithinanovel of idess.

Vargas Llosa succeeds not only in
conveying thebad girl'sattentionbut alsoin
pulling usinto Ricardo'scycleof hopefulness.
By mirroring Ricardo and the bad girl'stug-
of-war with the tug-of-war between
democracy and totalitarianism that
concurrently roilstheworld, and especialy
their native Peru, Vargas Llosa's novel
becomes an allegory for the undauntable
desirenot just for love but also for freedom.
Over and over again, the world dashes our
hopesjust asthe bad girl disappointsVargas
Llosasnarrator - and yet weloveit and keep
hoping for the best anyway.

***

THEANCIENT TREE OF POETRY
Dr. H. Tuls

Deeply rooted treescan never bedain
Beheaded though they be by super storms
withrootsin tact, thestumps

will sorout again

Erelong thetreesregain their farmer forms.

From stubs spring out the

hydra-headed shoots

which boughsbecomeas, gradudly they grow
Revived and raised afresh by robust roots
Intimetheleaves, flowersand
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fruitstoofollow.
Nodifferent istheageold poesy tree

Withrootsthat tightly grip tradition'ssoil

By Fashion'sforceathoughit broken be,
like springs itsrootsuncoil and recoil.

and farming spring boards,
catapult much higher,
Its phoenix branches Spreading like
boiled fire.
Courtesy: Editor MetverseMuse
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SEVENHYMNSFROM THE RIG VEDA

[.V. Chalapai Rao*

RigVedaisthe oldest compilation of

thelndianrace. It containsreverentiad hymns

to

personified Forces of Nature and

Environment. They show how our ancestors
cared for Nature and environmental
protection.

1.

May the Sun, thedivinity and thedispeller
of darknessgrant usjoy. May theWind,
carrier of rain, grant us joy. May O
Thunder and Clouds sharpen our intellect
and may all the Forces of Nature be
favourabletous. (Book 1, Hymn 122
(3)).

May those splendid timber trees, which
theGod-loving forest dwdlershavefirmly
planted inproper places, and whichthey
havea so trimmed withtheir axe, bestow
upon usaffluenceand children. (Book 111,
8(6)).

The auspicious opulent Dawn, asif the
prideof thefar-penetrating Sun, shedsthe
darknesslikeagarment and proceedsforth
- gpreading her effulgent light and
promoting the sacred worship. She
gpreadsher brilliant light throughout the

Chif Editor, Triveni

frontiersof Heaven and Earth (Book 111
61(4).

.- Singing hymns, seekingwater, dancingand

praising, the Clouds provide water asif
fromawell. Some of them move secretly
likethieves, but only for our good, some
of them are splendid to behold (Book 5,
52(12).

. OYeCloud-bearingWinds! Youllift the

water up from the oceans, charged with
moisture, you pour down the rain. O
Destroyer of foes, your milch cows are
never dry. May their chariots dwaysmove
onward for our welfare (Book V, 55(5).

. Winds burst forth, thunder rumbled,

lightning flashed inthe sky, the plantsstood
up and the firmament is covered to the
full. The Cloudsfertilizethe soil withits
showers and the food springs up in
abundancefor al living beings (Book V,
83(4).

. OYeCloudskindly send ustherichesfrom

the Heaven, distilling rapturousjoy with
plenty of foodto sustainusal (Book VI,
7(13))

This English trangdlation is mainly based
upon Rigveda Samhita published by Vieda
Pratishtanam with marginal changes.

Things fall apart, the Centre cannot hold. Mere anarchy isloosed upon the world;
The Best lack all conviction, while the Worst are full of passionate intensity.
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‘The Second Coming’ by W.B. Yates
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MULK RAJANAND
(Conversaion between two scholars)

Dr. M AWaheed! (M AW ) and Dr. Gulfishaan Habeeb? (GH )

Mulk Raj Anand is considered a
pioneer inIndian- Anglianliterature. Doyou
agreewiththisor would you prefer toconsider
himapioneer inIndianWritingin English?

MAW: No, Mulk Rgy Anandisnot considered
apioneer inIndian-Anglian literature. |
would prefer to consder himapioneer in
Indianwritingin English

GH: What according to you isthedistinction
between Indian-Anglian literature and
Indian English literature or Indian writing
inEnglish?

MAW: Bascdly thereisnodistinction between
Indian-Anglianliteratureand Indian English
literatureor Indian Writingin English but
theformer oneisnot atogether ahappy
expression dueto its mixed connotation
whereasthelatter oneisnew voiceinwhich
Indiagpesksin Creative Writingin English.
Of Coursg, itisIndianLiteraturein English
by theIndian bornwriters

GH: Mulk Rg AnanddongwithRK Narayan
andAhmed Ali wasamongthefirst India
based writersto achieveinternationa fame.
What do you think catapulted him to
internationa recognition?

1. Professor of English (Retd.) Hyderabad

2. Associate Professor of English, Directorate of
Distance Education, Moulana Azad National
Urdu University Hyderabad
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MAW: Itistruethat, Anand'slifein Europe
from 1925 to 1945 with Progressive
Literary Movement and later from 1945
with Gandhi's movement for freedom
struggle brought him International

recognition

GH: Do you think Anand's education in
England contributed to hiscrestivetaent?

MAW: Yes, it contributed to hiscreativetaent
of writing. In 1925, he graduated from
Punjab University with Honoursin English
literature. Hereceived ascholarship for
research in philosophy under Professor
DawesHicksin London. Here, he started
creativewriting. Hewasawarded PhD at
theage of 23 years. Hisdissertation was
onthethought of great philosophers: John
Locke (1632-1753), George Berkeley
(1685-1753), David Hume (1711-1776)
and Bertrand Russall (1872-1970). Then,
hewasassociated with T SEliot'sliterary
Periodica "TheCriterion”. During hislife
in London, he came under numerous
literary, political and social influences.
These gave him sources of synthesis of
Marxist and Humanist thought. He was
already influenced by the Progressive
Movementin Literaturethat flourishedin
thirtiesinLondon.

GH: | know he had acquaintance with the

Bloomsbury group. Didit hdphiminany
way?

JUL. - SEP. 2012



44

MAW: Thisgroup existed from 1905t0 1941.
Their philosophy of lifeincluded love,
aesthetic experience and the pursuit of
knowledge. Hemust have beeninfluenced
by them to some extent.

GH: Anand'sfirst novel The Untouchable
presentsthe account of thelife of Bakha
published in 1935. Do you think the
cadtration of hisaunt for having shared her
meal withaMusdlim had abearing onthe
plot?

MAW: No doubt, Anand wasdisturbed with
the death of hisaunt Devaki. Aamong
other things, Anand citesthisincident as
the origin of an anger that was to last
through hislife. That resultedintheplot of
thenovel

GH: Would you say that Gandhian philosophy
wastheshaping influence of thenove ?

MAW: | wouldn't say exactly that because
Anand presented other things like poet
Igbal Nath's ideato introduce flush out
system and colonel Hutchinson'sefforts,
to convert untouchablesinto Chrigtianity.
Thus, Anand presented three solutionsto
shapetheend of thenovel.

GH: Tell ussomething about theplot.

MAW: Thenovel The Untouchable hasno
story of interest. Itisjust animpassioned
pleafor thesocia causeof untouchability
and its various aspects - social, moral,
psychological andreligious. It provides
gructurd unity totheplot. Theplotishailed
by critics as one of the compact and
coherent plotsinIndian Englishfiction

TRIVENI

GH: What narrative technique doesAnand
employ in the Untouchable and is it
successful?

MAW: Mulk Rgj Anand has employed the
narrative of James Joyce. It issuccessful
in the sense that we have flashback,
reverie, reminiscence, indinctiveavareness
of redity andintuition.

GH: Is the characterization realistic and
synchronouswith thetimes depicted?

MAW: Yes, Bakha, Lakha, Sohini and the
priest Kalinath are of theflesh and blood
of thetimes. They arelife-like.

GH: What place does The Untouchable
occupy intheliterature for the freedom
movement?

MAW: Gandhi's concept of freedom
movement was based on non-violence,
non-cooperation, truth and love. Anand's
Untouchableal so occupied animportant
positionintheliterature because Gandhi
during his public address at Golbagh
suggested to untouchabl es not to accept
remainsof food fromthehigh caste Hindus
through non-cooperation and hedeclared
that untouchability wasthegreatest blot on
Hinduism and said that it isbad to seek
freedom fromthegrip of foreign nation by
crushing our millionsof fellow human
beings for centuries. This impression
appealed to upper caste Hindus to be
considerate towards the untouchables.
Besidesthis, Anand lived with Gandhi at
Sabarmathi Ashram.

GH: What isthe contribution of Mulk Raj
Anandto IndianWritingin English?
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MAW: Hisfictionisrightly labeled as"literature
of protest” - akind of literature which
strikeshard at theroot of classconflicts.
His creative writings express protest.
Anand asHumanist wanted to do justice
to thedowntrodden. Inmy opinion heis
themgor figureinthefidd of Indian English
LiteraturealongwithRgjaRao and RK
Narayan. Heisversdtile. Hewrotenot only
novels, short storiesbut also on Indian art
and public affairs. Hisautobiographical
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novel Morning Face (1970) won the
SahityaAkademi Award.

Excerptsfrom aninterview on Mulk
Raj Anand's Novel 'Untouchable:This
interview was held on 4th Jan 2012 with Dr
M A Waheed by Dr Gulfishaan Habeeb,
Associate Professor of English, Directorate
of Distance Education, Moulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU),
Hyderabad at MANUU.

*k*

AN IDEAL LEADER
Dr. Emmadi Pullaiah*

Anldeal Leaderishe

WhoisMr. Clean and Virtue-personified,
Blessed with pogitiveattitude
Andhighprofile, likean openbook, livinglife
Heisever amedwith

theweapons of honesty, horse sense
andintegrity impeccable,

turning Nel son'sto the tenet of

bullet for bullet, eyefor eye, tooth for tooth.

Cynosureisheof all eyes

With chirpy demeanour and

amotto of fragrance of service,
aninner urgeandamissiondivine
withaquestion ever reflecting
"what'smy lifeif not useful to others?

* Reader in English (Retd.), Social Worker,
Hanmakonda (Warangal)

He'sacommunity benefactor

Specidly for upliftment of the deprived
and succor to the starving brothern
withabroad-mindedinclination

"They only livewhofor otherslive"

A relentlesscrusader ishe

Fighting tooth and nail for thetriumph of
his path-breaking humane works
despite summer stormsand winter winds,
"adding lifetoyears, not yearstolife"

Shalln't weaspire to beleadersideal
Who don't do thingsdifferent

But samethingsdifferently,

ever endeavouringto carveaniche
for our nation to be proud of

taken asamodel by theglobeentire?

*k*

Remember that all through history the way of truth and love has always won. There
have been tyrants and murderers and for a time they seem invincible but in the end,

they always fall -- think of it, ALWAYS,

TRIVENI

Mahatma Gandhi
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DEATH PENALTY

Dr. C. Jacob*

Thehighest pendty prescribed by the
Indian Penal Codeisdeath. A great deal of
discussion has been going on whether death
sentence should continueand beon the statute
book inthemodern age.

Theobject of penal lawsisfourfold -
deterrence, prevention, retribution and
reformation. Thesefour canonsof justicein
crimind jurisprudenceareto beborneinmind
inpunishingacriminal. Every accusedisnot
an offender or acriminal. When once an
offence isproved against an accused then
only heispunished.

L et usexaminetheimport of thefour
canonsof justice. Deterrenceisto createfear
inthemind of the offender that if hecommits
such offence again he would be punished.
Preventionisto makeothersknow that if they
commit such offence they too would be
smilarly punished and thereby prevent them
fromdoing suchwrongs. Retributionistomake
thevictim of theoffencefed that the assailant
has been suitably punished by acourt of law.
Hemust havethe satisfaction that had hetaken
law into hisown handshewould havegiven
the same punishment. It ishuman natureto
react and retaliate when oneishurt. Suppose
the offender isnot punished by court for want
of sufficient evidence by reason of witnesses
becoming hostile on being bribed or
threatened with dire consequences or the
judgeisinfluenced in oneway or other, the

* Retd. District Judge, Narsapur
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aggrieved mantriestotakevengeanceagainst
theoffender by taking law into hisown hands.
So also when the offender isnot adequately
punished. Punishment should always be
proportionate to the gravity of offence
committed. Not moreor not less. If itisless,
the victim still bears grudge against the
offender and waits for an opportunity to
wreek hisvengeance. If itismore, theoffender
bearsgrudge against thevictimand waitsfor
achancetorevenge. Incasesof thiskindthe
victim and the offender and the public lose
confidence in courts. Strictly speaking
retributionissuchaninginct toinnate passon
inman (insomeanimalsaso) that if thehand
of amaniscut off by another man, hewill be
fully satisfied only when he cuts off the hand
of the other man. Even if the court punishes
the offender and sentenceshimto 10 years
R.I. or lifeimprisonment he would not be
satisfied. To be more direct, if your only
bel oved son or daughter isbrutally murdered
by any person, you will not be satisfied or
retributed unless and until that person is
hanged to death or you yoursdf kill him.

Coming to reformation theory, the
object of punishing an offender istomakehim
realise, repent and reform himself, in other
words, turn anew leaf, help himself and his
fellowmen and contribute something for socid
harmony.

The Indian Penal Code prescribed

death sentence in four kinds of offences
namely waging war against the State (sec.
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121) Murder (sec.303) and murder coupled
with dacoity (Sec.396). Thesearethegravest
offences envisaged by the jurists and law-
makers. But now-a-days more and more
horrible and heinous crimes are being
committed. Say gang rape coupled with
murder and theft. Do you apply reformative
theory to the offenders?If it happens inyour
ownfamily doyou advocatethisnobletheory?
Law infactisnot so harsh and heartless. The
framers of law are also human beings.
Thereforein criminal law some concessions
are provided. In the case of offences
committed by old people, children, highly
educated and sane peoplein normal life or
whentheoffender confessestheoffence, law
iskind towards them. Punishment may be
reduced or the offender excused and rel eased
on bond for good behaviour. Inthe caseof a
hardened criminal, hebeingamenacetothe
society he should be eliminated. Therefore
punishment should rangefrom Jesus Chrigt's
pardon to the highest penalty of death. This
moral isadvocated by William Shakespeare
in his drama 'Othello”. About lago: ' His
pernicioussoul may rot half agrain aday”.

At present thereis ahueand cry that
death sentenceisbarbarousand should be
abolished. The Supreme Court of Indiain
recent timeshasruled that death sentence may
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beawarded intherarest of rare casesbut has
not defined what istherarest of therareor
theworst of theworst cases. If theonly child
of acoupleiskidnapped and murdered for
ransom, cantheentireworldrestoretheir child
or adequately compensatetheloss?1sit not
therarest of therare asfar asthe coupleis
concerned?

Thereisamisconceptioninthepeople
that life sentencemeans 14 yearsjail. Inthe
legd parlancelifepunishmentislifepunishment.
But if aperson commitsmany offencesina
singletransaction, thecourt hasto punishhim
for each offence. In computing the total
sentences life sentence will betreated asa
period of fourteen years. For good conduct
and for political concessions persons
undergoing lifeimprisonment may berdeased
on completing 14 yearsjail period provided
thejail rulespermit.

Findly what istobeborneinmindis,
the bruteinman hasnot yet died. Aslong as
manishbrutish, sdifishand nasty, desth sentence
must last. In this context it is worth
rememberingwhat R.L. Livingstonein his
book 'On Modernity' has observed:
"Modernity isaquestion not of date but of
outlook. Adam remainsthe samethough he
changeshisclothes'.

*k*

Different Perspectives

The Minister travelled for days by train, car and boat to one of the furthest
islands in the nation. As he surveyed the bleak but inspiring landscape, he
turned to a local villager and said: “ You are very remote here, aren't you?”

She responded : “ Remote from what?”

TRIVENI
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LITERARY CRITICISM & MARXISM

Dr. Arbind Panjiara*

Relationship between Literary
Critician& Marxismisatoughandintractable
terrain hardly trodden or explored. The
general conceptionabout literatureisthat itis
animitation or reproduction or representation
or communication, wheressMarxism saysthat
itisreflection - not amirror reflection but a
product of intricate and involved process of
interaction between man and hissurroundings.
Normally, literary criticism has been
undertaken from variousanglesbut none has
judgedliteratureasliterature. Therearetextua
criticism, academic criticism, historical
criticism, sociological criticism,
psychoandyticd criticiams, andyticd criticiam,
cultural criticism, psychological criticism,
impressonidiccriticiam, comparativecriticism
and ahost of other criticism. Infact, thereis
no single correct method of evaluating
literature and not even the greatest critic has
been ableto pindown and spotlight al kinds
of significance and value. It is true that
literature should be valued asliterature and
nothing e se. But hardly thereisany criticwho
has followed this precept in practice. Ben
Jonson, Dryden, Dr. Johnson, Coleridge,
Armold, T. S Eliot, F R. Leavis |.A. Richards
et a. aregreat critics but they have valued
literaturein termsof theidea whichthey hold
dear.

Primarily, Marxism has been
established as an economic doctrine or a
political creed whichworksasaninstrument

* Head of Department of English, T.N.B. Law
College, Bhagalpur, Bihar
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of cognition and itsmethod and itsambit is
materid world. Marxism becomessplendidly
relevant to literature when its tenets are
applied to literature resulting in literary
criticism. Marxist literary criticismismulti-
dimensiona, multi-faceted and multi-layered.
It isnot afixed and frozen formula. Had it
been so, literary criticism would have been
theeasiest thingtofinish. Asthereisnoroyal
road to successto embark onaroad of literary
criticismisto commence an arduousjourney
towardsthe unknown.

ReferringtoMarxigt Criticism, David
DaichesinhisCritical ApproachesLiterature
writes: "Marxist criticism has been content
ether toexplainliteratureintermsof itssocia
originsor to account for awriter'sattitudein
termsof hispositionintheclassstructureor
to passjudgement on agiven work or writer
in accordance with the tendency it or he
displaystofavour the political and economic
causefavoured by thecritic."

Thus Marxism investigates and
exposesthesocia conditionswhichgavebirth
tolitrapture. It relatesthe author'sattitudeto
theclassfromwhich hehails. And judgement
passed, it hasto conform to the political and
economic cause which is supported by the
critic. If thework approvesof and applauds
the economic doctrinesand political tenets
held in high esteem by thecritic, it isgood
and valuableand if it goesagainst thecritic's
ideasand notionsit isbad and valueless. In
short, we have it on the authority of David
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Daichesthat Marxist criticismisconcerned
with social conditions, class outlook,
economic stand and political credo and thus
it gppliescriteriawhicharenct only superficid
but also extraneous and alien to literature.
AganDavid Dacheswrites. "Marxism, being
atheory of history is more appropriate to
literary criticism asagenetic explanation of
social originsof work of literature (asitisin
Candwell) than asan evaluativetool." Two
generalizations have been made here about
Marxigt criticism. Thefirstisthat Marxismis
atheory of history. Thesecondisthat itisnot
atool of evauation. It merely throwslight on
the origin of work of art or of the writer's
attitude. Marxist literary criticismfallstotake
note of value or excellencethat inheresina
work of literature. It meansthat we must take
into account thetime and placeinwhichthe
literary work or the phenomenon was cregted.
Thehistorical connection underlyingit must
constantly bekept inmind.

Hence if aliterary work has to be
understood and itsworth or valuedlicited, it
cannot be done on the strength of abstract
academic and abstruse principlesor doctrines.
It must beexaminedinitsmovement. Wemust
study the conditions, circumstances and
factorsthat brought it into being. We must
study the phases through which it passed.
Vdueisimplicitinthetotdity of itsconnections
andrelations. Literary criticismisnot afina
or finished product. Itisaprocess. Thereisa
chain of propositions. Therearelinksinthe
chain; somelinksaretrivia, somearecrucid.
Theliterary critic must point the main and
crucial link. psychology, sociology, culture,
philosophy, ethics, palitics, economics, history
- dl thesearefound in varying degreesand
dimensionsin aliterary work. philosophy,
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psychology, ethics, palitics, sociology, religion,
law - al arelinksinthechainwhich literary
criticismis. A man of literature producesa
novel, apoem, aplay or ashort story but he
cannot make it just as he pleases. The
circumstances under which he composesa
poem or writes a novel are not under his
control. They arenot of hischoosing. Literary
criticism, too, isascienceand thereisno easy
and royal road to it. It requires patience,
pers stence and perspicacity. In 1865, Arnold
published hisEssaysin Criticism, 1st series
andfirst essay is'Function of Criticism of the
Present Time'. At the Present Timeistheright
expresson. Itimpliesthat function of criticiam
varieswithtimei.e. different functionsare
discharged by criticismindifferent agesand
crcumgancesand different functions, wherees
Marxi literary criticism doesnot offer recipes
and prescriptions. It doesnot supply norms
and canons. It hasbrought about revol ution
inthefield of criticism. It contributesto the
resolution of ideologica conflicts. It explains
the direction which artistic development
follows. ItistrueMarxist literary criticismis
less systematic than economic theory or
philosophica stand pointintheworksof Mar,
Engelsand Lenin but it does not mean that
thereisno clear cut teaching in thissphere. It
isthey who have given theory of reflection
which, along with material conception of
history, formsthefirm foundation on which
themulti-layered, multi-dimensond and multi-
faceted fabric of literary criticism can be
erected. On the contrary, Marxist literary
criticism looks for objective reality in a
creative work. It wants to discover the
necessary uniformity andregularity benindand
benesth themanifestation of facts. It wantsto
unfold and unravel the essence.
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THE PHENOMENON OF CHANGE

Khadrihal Venkata Rao*

The only thing congtant in thisworld
ischange. The message conveyed by thetwo
planets, sun and moon, is that we should
accept change and mould our lives
accordingly. Human beings, however, who
stand at the highest level in the evolution
process, havelost the natural characteristic
of accepting change. Not only that. They
acquired theunnatural trait of not being able
to accept change. Thismenta stateistheroot
cause for many problems that man faces.
Human beingsdesireacomfortablelife. Man,
accustomed toaparticular way of living thinks
that thisalone gives happiness. Hedoesnot
agreetodeviateevendightly fromwhat heis
accustomedto. Man acquiresby birththeskill
to adapt to changeevenfacing difficulties. If
Mother Nature has not equipped man with
thisability, hewould haveremainedinthelap
of hismother and would make no effort to
moveforward.

Inthe childhood, turning over afew
months after birth, crawling, walking,
bl abbering something before uttering words,
etc., take place naturally. We can reflect on
how with each change, we achieve success
and move forward. But man, who has the
cgpability to change, after attaining certainage,
is reluctant to accept change. Is this not
strange? Whether in a family or in an
organization, whenasmal changeisproposed,
somekind of fear and resistance develop.

* Former Professor, Hyderabad
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Heisafraid that the changemay involvehim
insome danger.

Whenever the Government
announcesanew palicy, at first theemployees
resistit. Thereason for resistanceto change
is the fear that it may impose additional
respons bility or increased workload. In most
cases, changebenefitsal over aperiod of time
intermsof better workinglife. In spiteof this,
changeisnot accepted quickly.

It is true that certain adjustments
become necessary following change. Itisthe
mindset consisting of animaginary fear that
makesoneresist change. Whentheauthorities
remain firm and the employeesrealizethat
changeisinevitable they accept it. Evenwhen
the rationale for change is explained,
objections and adverse comments are
advanced by thoseresistingit. Whenit dawns
that changeisinevitable, they however agree
though reluctantly. In persond lifetoo, people
reconcile to change as they find no other
aternative. Most of thetime, itisthelack of
mental preparednesswhichistheroot cause
for not easily accepting change. Itisnecessary
to come out of thefeeling that thereisonly
oneway. Aslong asonemistakenly holdsthis
view, he can never accept changewillingly.
Management specialiststel usthat thereare
adwayssevera waysof resolving aproblem,
andwhichever oneischosen, it doesinvolve
somechange. Therecan beno solutionwhich
isbest at al times. So, asolution hasto be
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selected which is considered good for a
certain period of time and accept the
concomitant change which that solution
involves

ELEMENT OF RISK: The main
reason for our inability to accept changeis
thefear in our mind. Thereisrisk in every
task that man undertakes - whether walking
onaroad or travellingin space. Sciencewould
not have advanced if the people sat quietly
without taking risk. Thelifeof humanbeings
would not have been comfortable. Everyone
should remember that sSomegood can happen
intakingrisk.

Supposefour friendsworkinginan
officeare unhappy with their job. Three of
themareafraid of leaving the present jobwhile
thefourth onetakesrisk and venturesinto a
new job. After sometime, hemay riseto a
higher positionearning fabuloussaary. It is
no doubt truethat everyone may not succeed.
Inlife, those who do not make mistakes or
encounter obstaclesand difficultiesarefew.
Life can become better when challengesare
faced and accepted.

It isobserved that the personality of
thosewhotakerisk changescompletely. They
cultivateamentd attitudeof facing chdlenges
boldly. Evenif they fail at onetime they do
not hesitateto confront new challengesand
succeed eventudly.

PAST ISPAST: Thosewhowishto
move forward should not ook backwards.
Inthesameway, when changeisdesired, one
should get rid of the past. Decisionstakenin
the past and mistakes committed in the past
areirrdevanttothepresent. Thelessonlearnt
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fromthe past doneisimportant. Livinginthe
presentisasmuch an art asforgetting the past.
Thosewho can achievethesetwo can easily
accept change. If onestrongly desireschange,
he should forget the past.

When one aspires for change, he
should be prepared for making some
sacrifices. If aperson wantsto have sufficient
deep, he should give up watching late night
televison programmes. A sudent whowishes
to securehigh marks should devotemoretime
for studies, cutting short visiting cinemasand
errandswithfriends. Every key decisontaken
involvescertainamount of sacrifice. If aperson
wantsto improve hishealth, he should give
upsmokinganddrinking. Distinct changecan
comeonly fromfirmand clear cut decisions.

Thequestion that arisesnow ishow
to construct the present independently. That
the future depends on the present is not
completely true. We haveto shapethe present
depending on how wewould likethefuture
to be. Thisistheformulato befollowed for
theright kind of change. Thosewho aregood
at sensing thefutureand are prepared for it
will bethe successful ones.

There is no doubt that the past has
an impact on the present. But we cannot alter
the past. We can, however, planfor thefuture
based on the present. Today we can dream
about acertain kind of future. To-morrow we
can dream about another kind of future. In
order torealizethat aim, the actionsthat we
undertakeinthepresent will bethefoundation
for thechange.

ACCEPT CHANGE: Many people
believethat before welcoming change, one
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should know the purpose of change and the
likely benefits and then start actions for
bringing about thechange. They arefirmly of
the opinion that changeisnot possibleunless
one has an understanding of the future
scenario. Those who argue that they are
prepared for changeonly whenthey areable
to clearly visualize the future, can never
change. Such persons can never take
appropriate actions. Postponing changefor
aslong aspossible, thinkingthat stepscan
betaken only when changebecomesnecessary
orinevitable, will not bringthedesired change.
When we desire change we should be
prepared to change our attitude and behavior.
For the mind to accept change, one hasto
make strong effort for the change to take
strong roots in the mind. Change has
contagiouseffect.

Change sometimescausesfrictionin
relationships. Differencesmay arisein some
cases between those who are close to one
another. This aspect of change cannot be
brushed aside. Thosewho aremaking sincere
effort for a change must be prepared for
criticiam, accusation, ridicule, humiliation, non-
cooperation and so on.

PATIENCE: Patienceisnecessary for
successfully achieving change. Thosewho
seek change haveto put in lot of effort in
practicinginthe sameway asthose engaged
Insportsor insinging. Itisaso necessary to
recognize that change cannot comewith one-
timeeffort. Sustained and continuousefforts
are necessary to strengthen and maintain
change. So it is good to sing the hymn of
change.

***

JAY HO SAAKSHAR BHARAT

P. Purnachandra Rao*

Toadl "Alpha’ knowledge
Reachingouttodl, al acknowledge
Toeveryone, itisevery one's

Nomoreisit oligopoly

3 R'scommon sense
Inclusivenessisitsessence
Alphaknowledgenectar, al shall taste

Girdupyour loins

Oh! Learned Brothersand sisters, step out
Fromevery laneand by lane

Fromevery villageandvilla

Tobuild Bharat full of knowledge

* Former Principal, IMC/ Secretary, AndhraMahila
Sabha & Arts& Science College

TRIVENI

Inthegigantictask

Of lighting thelight
Withlettersand dlow it glow
Letal of usbe'WICKS

And offer tributesto
'‘GODDESS of knowledge
Voluntarily, of our ownvolition

It'stimenow and only now

Awake, arise, stop not

Until thegod isreached

Allow nomoretimeloss

Stir and steer and trigger knowledge spread
Animate, activisedl

Say not no, and know

To keep pace and say not

‘Adied
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THE CALL CENTER ORDEAL

S.Ramnath*

One of the main outcomes of the
Information Technology Boomisthespringing
up of theBPOsand Call Centerswhich are
meant to assi st peoplein getting therequired
ass stance 24 hoursaday seven daysaweek
and 365 daysayear. You nameit any bank
or company will direct you to contact a1800
... number whichawaysisacal center away
from the placewhereyou are staying. The
personsworkingincall centersareonly heard
and not seen. Every time you ring up you
speak to a new person and there is no
continuity and you haveto reveal your date
of birth, Your registered cell number etc.
Moreoftenthannot, itisseenthat they end
up either furnishing noinformation or hang up
withthestandard reply "Wearesorry for the
inconveniencecausedtoyouor for complants
pleasering up 1800xxxxx" andtherigmarole
goeson. | narrate one such experiencewith
acall center.

| had aheavy day at the office and
came home late as usual, coolly having
forgotten that | had to take my wife out for
buying provisonsfor themonth. After awash
| came and sat at the dinner table. My wife
angrily came and thrust abowl of curdrice
and mango pickleand said in atersevoice
hereisyour dinner. My angry retort was'what
curdricefor dinner!". | thought | shall show
her that | can get dinner of my choice. | picked
upmy cel andrang upthehdplineof afamous
Udipi restaurant called'Annadata hoping that
with anamelikethat they would be only too

* Chartered Accountant, Hyderabad
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gladto deliver my dinner at home. | rang up
their helpline number 18000xxxxxx. Thisis
what happened in the next half hour.

Call center: TrngTrng  a sweet recorded
voiceanswered "Wel cometo hotel annadata,
hotel annadata aapka swagath hai, and in
tdugu® It continued "for English pressone,
Hindi me Jaankari keliye 2 dabayen, telugu
kosam 3 nokkandi".

| press 1 and the answer comes back in

English.

Cdl Center: If you haveannadatamembership
press1, If youwant to know about theday's
menu press2, to know about annadata
servicesand products press 3.

| press 2 and ask for the day's menu, inthe
meantime my hunger pangshaving crossed
the levels of sanity lest | go mad and start
throwing thingsaround and get thrown out of
the house for creating a ruckus, | slowly
started nibbling at the curd rice placed before
me

Call center : Day'smenu. For Idly press1,
For Vada press 2, For Dosa press 3, for
Puri ...etc.

| press 2.

Cdll center: Dosasub menu. For plainDosa
press1, for MasalaDosapress 2 for Cheese
Dosapress 3for Vegetable Dosaetc. ... to
go back to the previousmenu press.... etc.

| again press2 for MasalaDosa.
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Cdl center: If youwant to pay by Credit Card
press1, if youwant to pay by Debit Card
press?2, if youwantto .etc.

| press1.

After anendlesswait and entering my
16 digit Card number and 3 digit PIN and
Card expiry date, the call center after
repesting everything asksmeto enter my one
timepassword"OTP', which | dutifully do,
thecall center instructs me not to disconnect
whilemy transactionisbeing processed.

Finaly thereply comes"transaction
falled" pleasetry again. Thisprocessalmost
takeshaf anhour. | againringthecall center
andthistime| speak to an executive.

Call center: 'Hello Mr. Ramnath this is
annalakshmi how may | helpYou' inatone

whichisfaster than aturbo jet and politely
asksfor my identificationi.e. my dateof birth
my registered phone number, in short my
horoscope(asif | anlookingforamatrimonid
dliance) anddsoinformsmethat thiscal may
be recorded for quality purposes. | put
forward my complaint and shereplies.

Call center: | ansorry for theinconvenience
caused to you sir | am forwarding your
complainttothecomplaint cell, pleasewait
till 1 giveyour complaint number and you
will receiveareply within sevenworking days.
| reply thank youAnna akshmi | haverun out
of talk timeand havefinished my curdrice. |
resolvenot to order anything online.

Mord: A bowl of curdriceonthetable
isworth eating rather than going hungry by
ordering from Hotel.

*k*

THE BOMB BLASTED
Dr. Subhakanta Behera*

When | wastill adeep

not caring for my morning teaonthebal cony,
my thirteen-year old daughter

whisperedto me-

abomb hasblasted

inthebusy, bustling bazar of thetown
where shehangsout with her friends,

| turnedtheside

called the servant to bring today's newspaper.
Hecamein astupor without any fault

But | still scolded him asrascal andidiot;
my wife shouted at me

for my lazinessand deeping solate

| was supposed to go to the bazar

asfor thelunch her relatives

* Consul General of India, Melbourne, Australia
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havebeeninvited

to our two-room flat

wherewe squeeze everyday on each other
to make placefor ourselves

andwherel stedthily check my bank account
lest thewifewill nag

how much amount is|eft.

A bomb hasblasted, my daughter confirmed
with ashadow of darkness

descending on her innocent face,

the servant rushed to search for
aconfirmation or evidence

sothat | cool down,

but | mysdlf dipped under the blanket

to escapefrom my wife's

wordsand demands hurled at me.
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TAGORE, THE POET OF INDIAN RENAISSANCE
[.V. Chalapati Rao *

"I shall beborninIndia, again and
again. With all her poverty, misery and
wretchedness, | love India best" said
Rabindranath Tagorewhenroseswerestrewn
inhisway in Europeand Americainthefirst
days of hisvogue under the magic spell of
Gitanjali. Hewascrowned beforethewhole
worldwiththeNobel Prizefor Literatureand
his own country awoketo his greatness as
poet, philosopher, social reformer,
educationist and patriot. Hetook thewestern
world by storm. Sir Tgl Bahadur Sapru hailed
him as India's High Commissioner to the
world at large. If Mahatma Gandhi isthe
architect of Indian independence, and if
Aurobindoisthe prophet of Integral view of
life, Rabindranath Tagoreisthehigh priest of
Indian renaissance of art and literature. His
Gitanjali made a sensation. Not since
Fitzrald's Omar Khayyam took the\Western
world by surprise, hasany Eastern poem had
such reception. Under the magic spell of
Gitanjai an Englishpoet said " Heisagreat
poet, greater than any of us'. Another English
writer said " Thisepoch hasbeen Tagore'sas
emphatically asthat of Dantewashisand far
more decidedly than Shakespeareswas his.
Hehad no Benjonson".

Tagoresgeniuswasmulti-directiona
but his approach was poetic. Replying to
felicitationson hisseventieth birthday, hesaid
"| am not aphilosopher or alearned teacher

* Chief Editor, Triveni

TRIVENI

or leader; | am apoet; | am nothing else".
Santhiniketan, thefirg Internationa University
with Vedic background and western features,
isitself apoem. He said "When | brought
together afew boysand girls, one sunny day
in winter among thewarm shadowsof trees|
started towriteapoem ... but notinwords'.

As a writer he never deliberately
stepped into the role of areformer. Yet he
was not avisionary Messiah or a Bengali
Shelley "beating hispinionsinthevoid”. The
fabric of his philosophy asfar asit stands
revealed through his works, has been
dightfully interwovenwith thetriplestrands
of nationa Renai ssance (pulledinto shapeby
MahatmaGandhi), literary revolution (led by
Bankim Chatterji) and religious reform
(brought to flower by RgjaRammohan Roy
and Keshub Chunder Sen). The best features
of these movementscan beseenin Tagore's
poetry, plays, novels and short stories.
Besides, wefind theinfluence of the Vedic
Writers, the Vaishnava poets, K eats, Shelley
and Browning and the great Kalidasa.
Between them Tagore and Kalidasa
exhausted all possibilities of Nature-
description andthethemeof love. Theformer
isthe poet of riversand thelatter isthe poet
of mountains. In the presence of the Nature
hiswholebody usedtodrink inoverflowing
light and peace of those silent hours.

Tagoreread Dante, Heineand Goethe

Intheoriginal. Hissolid scholarship and the
classical perfection of hispoetry and drama
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become beaconsof light in thisage of cheap
trandations, erotic prose-fiction andthemass-
produced books that may be classified as
Railway Literature.

Tagoreplungedinto politicsbut soon
withdrew. His letter to Lord Chelmsford
renouncing knighthood and denouncing the
British Policy inIndiaisaclassic comparable
to Johnson's famous letter to Lord
Chesterfield on Patronage. Henever bdlieved
innarrow nationalism and parochiaism. The
Non-cooperation Movement left him cold on
account of itsnegetiveteaching and thenarrow
aggressivelinesonwhichit was conducted.
Hisessay Nationaism presentshisviewson
thesubject. Helaidd emphasison socid reform,
sanitationandvillagesarvice. Inaletter toC.F
Andrewshesaid "Do not mind thewavesin
the sea, but mindtheleaksinyour vessd; itis
crimind toturnmord forceintoablindforce'.
Hiscatholic mind revolted against bellicose
nationalism. HisDharma Prachar isaplay
which showshisadmiration for the Savation
Preacher whoisattacked by fanatica Hindus.
Gora, acharacter inthenove of that name,
says "Today | am an Indian. | harbour no
enmity withinmetowardsany society, Hindu,
Chrigtian, Mussulman. | belongtoevery caste
of India". Itislikethedeclaration of Socrates
"I am neither an Athenian nor aGreek but a
citizen of theWorld”.

He condemned asceticism and
rgiection of lifein Sanyasi. He often speaks
of thecompletion and fulfillment of that only a
Sujatacould giveto aBuddha, aMarthaor
Mary to aChrist. He believesthat even the
tapasyaof Shivawas secretly homesick for
the tender solicitude of a Parvathi. Tagore
declared freedom inathousand bonds.
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Tagoresincerely stroveto reconcile
the East and the West. He welcomed the
advancement of modern Science and
Technology but condemned slavery to the
Machine. His political play Mukta Dhara
hailed by Edward Thompson asthe best of
his prose-plays, shows"hisdeep distrust of
all government by machinery and of
prostitution of scienceto serveviolenceand
oppression and hisscorn of race hatred and
of al politicswhich seek to make one country
dependent upon another”. West isscientific.
East ishuman. Thetwo must bereconciled.

Beforehewas 18 he published more
than onethousand poems, and two thousand
songs, nearly seven thousand lines of verse
and a good deal of prose. His output is
estimated at 1,50,000 lines whereasMilton's
waslessthan 18,000 linesof the nearly 100
short storieswritten by him, about 50 were
trandated into English by eminent writerslike
C.F. Andrews, W.W. Pearson, Amiya
Chakraborty and Jadunath Sarkar.

The freshness and beauty of the
mornings, theunspoiled sunsets, therains, the
cloudsand the moonlight arethe chief glory
of his poetry. Morning songs, Evening
Songs, Sharps and Flats and Kshanika
delight thereader with addiciousdescription
of Nature. His Torn Lettersisadelightful
correspondence showing hislove of nature
and human nature. Chatali (Last Rice) isfull
of bright-green fiddswhichyielded asplendid
harvest. Unlike Wordsworth hewasfamiliar
not only with the benevol ent aspectsof Nature
but also with Nature 'red in tooth and claw'.
Manas containsdescription of aterriblestorm
which caused devastation. " Sky and searevel
inmighty union". He mergeshischaracters
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with landscape. Subhathedumb girl of Mashi
and other stories isanother illustration.

Tagore'splayscan be performed with
better effectintheopenair, court yardsand
street cornersthan on the modern picture-
framestage. They depict commonlifeand the
popular legend of Indian godsand goddesses.
Inspiteof their symbolism, they captured the
imagination of thepeople.

Chitrangada and the Post Office are
themost popular of hisplays. Chitrangada
continuesto bevery popular in Chinaeven
today as we read the newspapers. They
trandated it into Chinese. Kabuliwala is
another ever-popular play.

Onewill be surprised to know that
hetook to painting when hewas 70! Yet he
produced 3000 pictureswithintenyears. He
wasaninnovator.

The poet condemned child marriage
and the shameful matrimonial market of
Bengd. HisLoving Conversation of aBengdi
Couple is a satire on child marriage. A
Woman's Letter (Srir Patra) exposes a
woman'ssocia wrongs. Homeand theWorld
reveashisattitudeto women and their place
inSociety.

AsDr. Radhakrishnan observes"He
lived and worked for freeing the mind of
man.... Whilehefought againgt theexploitation
of Indiaby foreigners, hefought equally against
theinward davery of thelndianmind". His
Natir Pujaisanindictment of caste system
and other decaying socid institutionswhich
exalt some peopleand degrade others.
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Rabindranath'sgreatnessliesinthe
fact that dthough he had written poetry since
he was seven, he was still making new
experimentsin verse when hewas seventy-
seven. His Rabindra Sangeet isthe product
of hisexperiment. Hisvitdity andzest for life
should beasource of Inspiration to theyouth
of the country. Hisnamewill beenshrinedin
the hearts of peopleasauniversal poet, the
interpreter of the East to theWest, thefounder
of thefirg international university and arbiter
of tasteinliterary and cultural matters.

In August, 1940, the University of
Oxford conferred on the poet the honorary
degree of Doctor of literature. It wasarare
occas onwhenaconvocationwashedoutsde
the University Campus of Oxford and the
ceremony washeld at Santiniketan by Sir S.
Radhakrishnanand Sr Maurice Gwyer. It was
conducted in Latin, the ancient language of
European learning and Tagore'sresponsewas
made in Sanskrit, the ancient language of
orienta learning. It wasahappy day and was
symbolic of thepoet'smissoninlife. Thepoet
of Urvas and Gitanjali was not aman but
anage, and when hemade hisway to Eternity,
an epoch had passed into history.

Tagore was the Leonardo da Vinci
of the Indian Renaissance of Art and
Letters. His pen has done for the cause of
world peace and international amity what
the UNO has been trying to do with its
expensive paraphernalia. The poet's
message to mankind may be summed up
as Unity in Diversity and Federation of
Faiths. He has beautifully phrased it as
THE FUEL DISPLAYS ITS
DIFFERENCESBUT THE FIRE ISONE.

*k*
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Dr. ABID HUSSAIN:
A Homage

KVV Subrahmanyam*

Dr. Abid Hussain wasabureaucrat, diplomat
and morethan anything e seasengtive person
with high human values. He alwaysradiated
cheer. Therecan never beadull moment with
him. Itisno exaggerationto say hewasarole
model for the steel frame, yesdifficult to be
copied or emulated. Hewasaleader whose
charm, personality and persuasiveness
charged the batteries of those around him.
Bureaucrats areknown for their vanity and
exclusiveness. But Abid hasasmplicity and
capacity tointeract with eventhelowest rung
of thehierarchy with anatural and easy mien.
Therewasno artificiality inhim. Asaleader,
he essayed his role not in an authoritarian
manner but just puttingit across. Hewasan
avid and keenligtener. Hiseloquencewas el
binding but not ratiocinating or boring. Some
speakers never finishtheir speechesbut Abid

* |.PS(Retd.), Former Secretary, Home Dept.
Govt. of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
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knew whento put afull stop. Hewasaways
relevant and never meandering.

When it cameto personal likesand
dislikes, Abid was an agnostic yet he has
regard for al religionsand never denigrated
or poopoohed them as the so called
rationalistsdo. Hisdharmawasto do what
he considered best in human values. Hewas
selected as Special Assistantto S.K. Dey,
Union Minister and acted as Foil and
Counselor. When Zilla Parishads and
Panchayat Samithiswereformed thenhewas
earmarked for aU.N. Assignmentin Teheran.
After his stint there, he was Collector and
Didrict Magidrate, Visskhapatnamfrom 1963
to 67. During his tenure there was lot of
turbulenceinthe Steel Plant agitation. This
scribewasacoginthewhed of policing and
Abid Hussain stood by him through fair
weather and foul. Towork with himwasan
education, alearning process, by just watching
him. He could extract water out of rock. Most
troublesome subordinates whom others
feared to handle, hetamed them by saying'l
want to pick your brains. They implicitly
carried out his instructions with lot of
enthusiasm whether it be peon or attender or
other rungsof the hierarchy. Hetreated them
with ahumantouch.

After hisstintinAndhraPradesh, he
rosetodizzy heights, became Member of
the Planning Commission and Indian
Ambassador tothe US. Thereafter hewas
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Dr Abid Hussain delivering a memorable speach to the gathering at ASCI
Hyderabad on 2nd September, 2011, during the release of Triveni Publications

deeply involved in the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation, aschairman of 11M Bangalore
and recently asHead of theAdministrative
Staff Collegeof India, Hyderabad. Atireless
worker whose very presence radiated
warmth and fellow feding. Anavid reader of
development economics and general
literature, he wroteon FaizAhmed Faizand
Gandhiji and their relevanceto contemporary
scenario.

Singularly lackinginego, inall his
lectures he never referred to any of his
achievements(they werelegion) or persond
interactions. His talkswereknown for deep
insight into concernsand issues, yet never
boring. Hehad an uncanny knack of keeping
the audience enjoying every moment of his
lectures. Hedwaysreminded meof Auguste
Comte, the Positivist Philosopher and the
Dukeof Arden whofound Tonguesintrees,
books in the running brooks, sermons in
gonesandgood ineverything'. That waswhy
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hewasableto extract the best out of everyone
wherever heworked and leaveanindelible
gamp onthosearound him. Heexempliedthe
Shaviandictum Thisisthetruejoy of life, the
being bred for apurpose recognized by

yourself as a mighty one, before you are
thrown into the scrap heap, instead of being a
feverish, selfish clod of ailments and
grievances, ever complaining that theworld

will not keep you happy'.

Itwill bevery useful and appropriate
if a chair is established in any premier
academic inditutioninthecountry, inhisname.

Triveni Family condolesthe sudden demise
of Dr. Abid Hussain on 21st June, 2012.
We express our deep sorrow to the
bereaved family. May hissoul rest in peace.

Chief Editor
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BOOK REVIEW

Dasopanishdchandika (in Telugu Ver se)
by Dr. Chereddi Mastan Reddy No. of
Pages: 260, for copies: R Chennakesava
Rao, 12-10-28, Prakashnagar,
Nar sar aopet.

The durability of any literature
dependsmainly onitsinnatestrength and truth
vaue. That the Upanishadssurvived for over
fivethousand years speak of their unmatched
insightful thought content, valid for eternity.
While Science and Technology, mostly the
contribution of the West, opted for the
empirical and experimental routeto Redlity,
and placed immense power in the hands of
mean but without therequistewisdomtohandle
it purposefully, Upanishadsopted for Yogaor
spiritua disciplineastherouteto Reality but
with adequate accompanying wisdomto goply
knowledge of the reality for promoting
Universa Brotherhood. If thewestern science
andtechnology istempered withthecatholicity
of thought, tolerance and wisdom of the
Upanishads, wewill haveadifferent world -
aworld of material wealthanddivinelove. It
isin this context the Upanishads are more
relevant to modern timesthan to thetimes of
their birth.

The Ten Upanishads chosen by Sri
Adi Shankarato comment upon areregarded
asthe Principal Upanishads. Their reachin
the society is limited because they are in
Sanskrit languageknown only toaminiscule
section of scholarsinthe society. Added to
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this, theterse and obscure expressionsinthe
Upanishadsyidded avariety of interpretations.

In this scenario to expound the
Upanishadsevenin proseisadifficult task.
While so, to embark on expounding themin
poetry not only requires a scholarship and
poetictaentsof arareorder but dsoingghtful
understanding of the Upanishadic thought.
Yati, Prasaand Ganaare daunting limitations
inexpressing abstruse philosophical doctrines
inTelugu poetry, assometimesthetyranny of
prosody negates the employment of an oft
used technical word and callsfor aserious
searchfor anequally appropriate alternative
word which generatesthe same appeal and
feeling. Dr Mastan Reddy successfully
overcametheselimitationsand accomplished
thehard task of rendering the Upanishadsinto
flowing Telugu poetry, without at the same
timecompromisngwiththecentral themeand
profound philosophica purport of the Sanskrit
text. He has purposely and rightly chosen
simple diction and poetic style unlike the
esoteric styleof theancient poets. Hispoetic
rendering of BrihadaranyakaUpanishadisa
challenging literary feat for which heshould
be specidly congratul ated. Thedescription of
thenatureof Brahman and themeanstoattain
it astaught to Nachiketaby Lord Yamain
Kathopanishad and the process of creation
in Aiteraya Upanishad have been ably
translated. Advitic vision permeates the
trandation. Earlier one Sri B.Papaiya Chetty
(1939) and later Sri CharlaGanapathi Sastry
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trand ated the Upani shadsinto Telugu poetry.
Their booksarenot availablenow. Dr Mastan
Reddy'strandlation of the Upanishadsinto
Telugu poetry isthereforetimely andfillsavoid
inthe Telugu philosophicdl literatureand helps
seekersof spiritua knowledge. It enablesthe
reader's soul to soar high in the arid and
inhospitable regions of transcendental
philosophy and ethicsthat Upanishads offer,
but with easeand joy that Telugu poetry done
can facilitate. This book needs a wide
circulation.

K SN Murthy, Hyder abad
Former Law Secretary, Govt. of AP

Golden Lotus( Selected Poems) by
Sathyanarayana, Deepti Publishers,
Nellore

Inthecollection of hispoemsthe poet
has not left any current topic untouched
including philosophy and palitics. Thevaried
topics covered, most of which are burning
topicsof theday aremadeinteresting by the
poet with hisown style of expression. Inhis
"WeDefy Barriers' heseemsto bedigging at
the mal practicesin the medical profession,
whilediscussing theextensive research going
oninthefield of medicine. Hetalks of the
apartheid of theyester yearsand thereforms
of Obama.

In 'Forbidden Fruits, the author
condemns, rightly so, the present day
vulgarities and obscenity drawing a clear
demarcating linebetween beauty and vul garity.
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Though | felt some of thewordsmay not fit
into the selection of poemswhich talked of
living likelotus'Sthitappragnya (LiveLike
Lotus) still | takeit asthe expression of the
poet's anguish and his conception of beauty

in'Beauty'.

Crimson Tears what away to call
for peace, not by guns, not by malevolence,
but to useloveandkindness.."The Farewdl"
touchesyour heart. Hissympathy, compasson
and soft comer for the plight of the farmer
and adig at the State's servants, have been
expressed in a beautiful way in "The
Honourables'. Youwill betouched by it.

Freedom at Midnight Our fore-
fatherswill turninther gravesand wonder as
to why they fought for the freedom of the
country if thisiswhat isgoing to happen.

Deadlock Kashmir askeletoninthe
cup-board... Kashmir that killed many
innocents, ablunder by our forefathers, yes
rightly so, an issue un-resolved for many
generationsdtill withnosolutioninsight. What
can amother do but shed tearstill her eyes
getdriedup?I findthereisalittlebit dignified
romancein his'Rendezvous. The war, the
destruction, the chaos, theanarchy beitina
dream or areality send ashiver through my
spine when | read the 'Big Brother's
Syndrome. A smplewish, avisttothevillage
helived and loved iswell describedin his
'My Village'. The 'Professionals describes
thepaliticiansand thedynastiesof themodem
day very aptly.
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On the whole 'Golden Lotus does
have many golden petalsworth enjoying the
fragrance. | wishtheauthor all thebestinhis
future endeavours.

C. Ramakrishna, Secunderabad

PCK Prem. Of ThisAge and Obscurity
and Other Poems. New Delhi: Gnosis
Publications, 2011. Price: Rs. 125/- pp.
105. I SBN: 978-93-81030-22-6.

The obscurity, the vanity of human
hopes, and the quandary of the contemporary
ageinvigoratethesengbility and visonof the
poet, PCK Prem.

The collection bringstogether thirty
seven poems segmented into four different
sections namely Of Summit and culture,
Fossilized Lores, Of This Time, and True
Memories. All the poems are responses to
the complexities of life. The poet probes
deeper intotheessentid natureof humanmind,
the philosophical aspect of existenceasan
outcomeof thematerid interaction. Therefore,
the modern human mind seemsto bein a
constant state of flux asthey are baffled by
theentwined fundamental problemsreating
tothenature of existence, values, knowledge,
reason etc. with respect to theexternd redlity.
The first poem 'Of Peace' is about the
predicament of maninthereininganarchicera
of barrenfedingsand goodwill. Subsequently,
amidst thelost unity intheworld of strife, the
poem'Summit' lamentsat the execution and
hollownessof the G-20 Toronto summit.
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On the contrary, the next section,
Fossilized Lores, includespoemsthat portray
thesmpleequationsof life. Themind attempts
to decipher the beauty of life and the
Unknown. The segment isaquest for peace,
hopeandfaith.

Thecrigsof theageperturbsthemind
of the poet in the third section. The poems
areironical and oneobservesashift fromthe
previousstate of illuminationto uncertainties,
violence and social, political, cultural and
religiousdeformities.

Thelast section endswithincertitude,
despair, and chaos. In "True Memoirs he
expresseshisinner chaosas"A Chaosinsde
afrail body sity with fingerscrossed, / and
nervously standstolook on, / awashed out
lifeinadesert withaspirit/ tolivealifeof tota
waste" (98) Next, the speaker defies the
potentia of religiousphilosophy and Godin
sustaining the humanrace.

PCK Prem's Of This Age and
Obscurity and Other Poemsismarked by a
sense of obscurity, thereby denoting the
complex perception, intricacies, and maturity
of the poetic mind which hasevolved since
thepreviouscollection Rainbowsat Sixty. The
book will prove to be of great concern to
readersinterested in the psychological and
philosophica understanding of life.

Jayshree Goswami, | ndian School of
Mines, Dhanbad, Jhar khand.
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READERSMAIL

AMoment to Cherish with Abid Hussain:
A few years back Mr. Abid Hussain was
addressing an elite gathering at ASRC, OU
Campus. Hetold thegathering that when he
wasthe Indian Ambassador to United States,
hevisited many American universitiesand
enquired fromthePresdentsof theuniversities
asto how the Indian professorswere doing.
They al informed himthat they wered| good
scholarsand hardworking. Then, inalighter
vein, Mr. Abid Hussain said "My dear
countrymen | gppedl toyoutotreat Indiaasa
foreign country and work hard!™

Prof. V. Nageshwara Rao, Hyder abad

| have the honour of publishing my three
articlesinyour esteemed journal. Triveni has
hel ped meto gainknowledgeand ingpired me
towritearticles. | have also benefited from
the articles on ancient Indian culture and
heritage. Dr. SRukmini, Visakhapatnam

Your essay on Mirza Ghalib is very
informative.  Rafat Farzana, Warangal

TheApril-Juneissueof TRIVENI contains
really soul-stirring articles. Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan's 'Secularism is Chief
Weakness', Dr Parvati's articleon India’s
Robin Sharmasgreat writing TheMan Who
Sold his Ferrari, the Editor Sri 1VC's two
pieces on Tagore's ideas on education and
Miraza Ghalib's achievement and Swami
SivanadaSaraswati'sInward Processof Yoga
provide delectable expression and
understanding of ideasto thereaders. May
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the TRIPLE STREAM enncbleandilluminate
usall asaways.
Dr V.V.B.RamaRao, NOIDA (UP)

About thearticlesinthejournd, particularly
articleon Rabindranath Tagore pertainingto
Tagore's viewson Education, | must say that
| am very muchimpressed. | may add that the
essence of the Indian Evidence Act (167
sections) isby Tagorein one smplesentence
"Truthliesnotinfactsbutinharmony of facts'.

Dr. C. Jacob, Nar sapur

| hope you arefineand enlightening with your
profoundideasandingght. Congrats. Your last
issueof Triveni raisesthepoemsand articles
toahigher level. Thanks.

O.P.Arora, PaschimVihar, New Delhi

As aways it gave me immense joy - the
reading of your editoria onTagore! your ahility
to givethe essence of Tagore's thought - in
thisissue andingenerd of whatever you spesk
or writeismarvelous. | specidly wait for this
quaity fesst.

Prof.(Dr.) Parvathi, Visakhapatnam

Thanksfor theApril-Jduneissueof Triveni. Dr
C. Jacob'spoem "Trees translated from the
poem of G NarasmhaMurthy, wasof high
quality. Thispoem touched metotheheart. It
waseducative, informativeand entertaining.
Animds, treesand someunknown powershad
partnershipaongwithusinthisworld. Triveni
hasbeen maintaining itsstandard cons stently
al through.

G.Muralidhar, Machilipatnam
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New Members

Thefollowigisthelist of Memberswho havejoined the TRIVENI family during Apr-Jun
2012. TheTRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomesthem.

Donor Annual Members
SK Mangammal Chari Rs.2000/- 1. RVenkataRamana
2. S RamakrishnaRao
3. MotheRamesh
4 E Sreedevi
LifeMembers 5. Dr.K Gesetanjdi
6. BNV Parthasarathi
1. Sundeepa Chaparala 7. K Raghuram Reddy
2. CBSPattabhi Ramam 8. M Raeswari
3. S Sreekanth 9. Sri KrihnaChaithanya Educational
4. ChitraKrishnan Society

Attention Subscriberd!!

If you did not receive your copy of TRIVENI, email us at
trivenijourna @yahoo.com or writeto Triveni Foundation, 12-13-157, Street No.2,

Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 017, Phone: 27014762.

Triveni on the I nternet

Dear Readers,

We are glad to inform that all the back volumes of TRIVENI from the year
1928 to 2008 have been digitized and are placed on Internet for free reading. They
can be accessed by clicking the Triveni link provided on the web site:

www.yabaluri.org
- Editor
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| have spent many days stringing and unstringing my instrument while
the song | came to sing remains unsung.
Rabindranath Tagore

i
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TAGORE INDEVOTIONAL TRANCE
[A picture from* Gurudeo in my Vision” album by SN. Alandker, GD. Art
(Bom.)Nutan Vidyalaya High School, Gulbarga.]
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